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GREETINGS FROM THE SENECA WHETSTONE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
   

IMPORTANT DATES: 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:       Tuesday, November 29th   7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
                             Place:      6 Montgomery Village Ave. 
    2nd Floor RE/MAX Suite 

                       
 Annual Meeting:      Wednesday, December 7th      7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
         Place:      Forest Oak Lodge   

(Rt. 355 & Game Preserve Rd.) 
 
Message from the President: 
 
Hello neighbors: 
 

We are fast approaching the end of 2005, which will mark the end of 
my term as president of the Seneca Whetstone Homeowners Association.  I 
have enjoyed the past 2 ½ years spent working to bring the HOA into 
compliance with local and state regulations as well as improving the 
community at large.  I started attending meetings in 2003 and discovered 
there was a lot of work to do and people willing to get it done.  It hasn’t 
always been easy and I am still learning how our HOA is supposed to 
operate.  I greatly appreciate the support and hard work of my fellow board 
members and committee members who have volunteered their time.  The 
community has benefited from their commitment to keeping Seneca 
Whetstone a great place to live.  Now it is time for some of you to consider 
doing the same.  I especially encourage those of you who may have already 
served on the board (or any HOA for that matter) to consider volunteering 
your time again as experience is always helpful.  Residents new to the 
community are more than welcome to join the board as this is a great way to 
meet your neighbors.  If necessary, I will make myself available to the board 
to help in a transition phase.  Even volunteering your time on a committee is 
helpful as there are many tasks to be completed throughout the year. 

 
There is a lot of important information in this newsletter so please 

read it, consider serving on the board, and make every effort to attend the 
annual meeting on December 7th.   

 
Best Regards, 
 
Peter Flandrau, President
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2006 Budget 
 

At the next meeting on November 29th, the board will allow time for community input on the 2006 budget 
before the board members vote for approval.  Look for the revised draft at the end of the newsletter.  Any 
written comments need to be received prior to November 26th and can be mailed to our P.O. Box (see top 
of first page).  The annual assessment for 2006 is expected to be $148 per lot.  This amount was arrived 
at as follows: 

$  62 2005 Assessment (approved in December 2004) 
$  73 2005 Special Assessment for trash collection (approved 5/24/05) 
$  13 10%  annual increase allowed by our bylaws 
$148 Assessment for 2006 

 
The decision to raise the assessments the full 10% was necessary in order to cover expenses and maintain 
a cash reserve for the community.  Anyone with an outstanding balance from 2004 and/or 2005 will 
continue to be assessed a 6% fee.  In addition, your voting rights are suspended. 

 
Parking Policy 

 
At the board meeting on October 11th, there was an opportunity for residents to express their opinion and 
offer suggestions about a parking policy that has been in the works since August 2004.  The board will 
allow an additional opportunity for input at the board meeting on November 29th before they vote on the 
policy.  An attempt is being made to address the concerns of homeowners who don’t want to see vehicles, 
which are used for commercial enterprises parked on the lots and streets.  The board wants to balance that 
with the rights of individuals to make a living.  The overall impact on appearance and maintaining 
property values has to be considered in addition to complying with our current covenants and bylaws. 
 

Call for Nominations 
 

You have already received information calling for nominations to the board and a draft budget for 2006.   
Individuals are nominated and elected to the board and then those individuals nominate/vote to fill the 
positions of president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary and architectural control.  Hopefully, enough 
people (including some current board members) will step forward to fill the positions.  If not, the current 
board members have already discussed the idea of hiring a management company to take over many of 
the responsibilities including collection of the annual assessments, enforcing architectural control, sending 
letters to homeowners in violation of covenants, and organizing the meetings.  The current board agrees 
that we cannot allow the HOA to become inactive.  It is estimated that hiring a management company 
would result in an increase of an additional $150/year per lot in the annual assessments.  Even with a 
management company, volunteers would still be needed to fill the board positions. 
 

Crime Report 
 
No incidents have been reported to the board.  Please remember to keep garage doors closed, doors locked 
(even if you are outside in the yard), and report any suspicious activity in the neighborhood.  The non-
emergency number for Montgomery County Police is 240-777-2600. 
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Badger Drive HOA 
 
There has been no word of any changes regarding the Badger Drive HOA.  There are uncollected 
assessments (separate from the Seneca Whetstone HOA) and although there were some conversations 
with a new resident, no one has stepped forward to organize a board. 

 
Seneca Heights 

 
The board of directors for Seneca Heights held a meeting on 9/22.  Peter Flandrau attended the meeting 
from SWHOA, representatives from Montgomery Meadows HOA, and Woodland Hills HOA.  No one 
expressed any concerns and Officer Tillery (nee Quinn) stated that they have not had any calls for 
assistance regarding Seneca Heights.  The length of stay for families on the transitional housing side has 
been extended from 6-9 months to 18-24 months in order to allow for better coordination with the school 
calendar.  In addition, the program has been recognized both locally and nationally.  As noted previously, 
there will be two meetings per year where community input is sought by Seneca Heights.  Anyone can 
contact Alice Forcier, Program Director, at 301-519-2530, x450 with questions or concerns. 
 

New Street Sign 
 

Thanks to the efforts of BJ and Tom Moersen on Arrowsmith Ct., we now have signs for Old Game 
Preserve Rd. at both ends (at Arrowsmith and at Travis). 
 

Whetstone Run 
 
There is no new information available about the proposed development, Whetstone Run (case #: 8-05010), 
on the Maryland National Capital Park & Planning Commission website (www.mc-ncppc.org).  This is 
the townhouse development for the site over by Arrowsmith Ct., Badger Dr., and Old Game Preserve Rd. 

 
County Call Center 

 
In the Gaithersburg Gazette (11/2/05) it was noted that the county Department of Public Works and 
Transportation opened a call center to answer questions or accept requests.  Individuals can call  
240-777-6000 from 7:00 AM – 4:30 PM Mondays-Fridays about potholes, sidewalks, road resurfacing, 
paving, tree maintenance, snow removal, streetlights, and parking policies, among other topics. 
 

Curbing Your Dog 
 
Please remember Montgomery County law requires a pet owner to clean up the mess left by their pets.  
You can be fined $100 if someone files a complaint. 

 
Montgomery County Code, Sec. 5-203 (a)(2): 

An owner must not allow an animal to damage or defecate on property outside of the owner’s 
property.  An animal may defecate on public property or the common area of property in which 
the owner shares an interest if the owner immediately removes and disposes of the feces by a 
sanitary method approved by the Director. 
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Important Phone Numbers: 

Abandoned Vehicles  301-840-2454 
Animal Control  240-773-5960 
Consumer Affairs  240-777-3636 
Housing Code Enforcement 240-777-3785 
Landlord-Tenant Affairs 240-777-3609 
Police (non-emergency) 240-777-2600 
Snow Removal/Potholes 240-777-7623 
Street Lights   240-777-2190 
*NEW* County Call Center 240-777-6000 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tena D. Dortch 
Independent Beauty Consultant 
 
19221 Gatlin Drive  
301-926-4524 
dortch10ad@aol.com 
 
$10.00 off any item just for viewing my WEB 
Page 
www.marykay.com/tdortch 
 
 
 

  

  
   Top To Bottom Services, LLC 
   - Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
   554 N. Frederick Ave. #356 
   Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
   (301) 938-9100   Office 
   (301) 990-8681   Fax 
   dan@ttbservices.com 
  
   "You're covered from Top To Bottom." 
 
 

 



 


