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p  resident’s Notes  
By Rich Taylor 

EDHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT RICH TAYLOR 415-3814 

VICE-PRESIDENT REINETTE ALECOZAY 241-2683 

SECRETARY LOLA OLSMITH 657-0086 

TREASURER DON MALIK 655-5453 

PARLIAMENTARIAN   

AREA I MIKE DICKEY 599-3812 

AREA II TRACY JACOBSEN 590-6989 

AREA III REINETTE ALECOZAY 241-2683 

AREA IV KELLY ADAME 846-7777 

AREA V WIL PORTIS 650-3629 

AREA VI CONRAD BOECK 653-3633 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

CLUBHOUSE ROSLYN HARDING 385-9007 

CODE COMPLIANCE RENEE RICHNO 884-2114 

C.O.P. JERALD HOOD 654-0004 

LAKE ANN CALDWELL 946-6468 

GROUNDS   

SIGN DIRECTOR MARGARET TIMM 657-2329 

MAINTENANCE FEE  LOLA OLSMITH 657-0086 

POOL LINDA GARRIS 653-0997 

SOCIAL   

WELCOME WAGON   

 What happened on February 10, 

1971?  That was the date the El Dorado 

Homes Association was established. Your 

Board of Directors wants to recognize each 

family that has lived here continually since 

February 1971, or in a home completed 

after that date. We want to publish the 

names in the March Sunburst, so please let 

us know before February 15 if you are one 

of those special families. Send your 

notification to EDHA at 12606 Prima 

Vista, San Antonio, TX, 78233, with your 

names, address and the date you moved 

into your home. 

Have you mailed your El Dorado 

Maintenance Fee for 2011? Please use the 

form on the back of this issue and mail 

your 2011 fee right away. 

 Residents have been inconvenienced 

many times by the high water on Weidner 

Road. I am pleased to announce that the 

Weidner Road Bridge will be expanded 

and the level of the road surface raised 

with a project to begin in late January or 

early February. Since the work will be 

extensive, it will necessitate closing of 

Weidner Road and the intersection at 

Leonhardt Road for the duration of the 

work which is projected to be about 75 

days. Plan alternate routes during that 

period. 

 Although we accomplished a lot on 

the workday at the lake in December, 

much remains to be done. Please call me at 

415-3814 if you would be willing to help 

next time. 

   

Know an El Dorado resident who has 
gone above and beyond?  Nominate 
them for recognition in our regular 

column,  
“Hats Off To…” 

 
Contact the editor or any EDHA 

Board Member with your nominations! 
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SUNBURST STAFF 

EDITOR JAMIE GIFFORD 655-9594 

 

COLUMNIST CINDY GARRETT 650-0808 

 

DISTRIBUTION SHIRLEY STEPHENS 654-4758 

 MARY BROOKS 653-0474 

 

ADVERTISING BOB HOGUE 656-6849 

SUNBURST  
  EMAIL 

EDHASUNBURST 
@SATX.RR.COM 

 

THE SUNBURST IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY (SEP-JUN) BY THE 
EL DORADO HOMES ASSOCIATION TO PROVIDE COMMUNICATION 
TO ALL HOMES IN THE EL DORADO SUBDIVISION.  THE STAFF 
ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS AND THE PAPER SUPPORTS ITSELF 
THROUGH ADVERTISING.  MAILING ADDRESS:  12606 PRIMA 
VISTA, 78233. 

SUNBURST ADVERTISING 

 

 Classified Ads  $  3.00 per month 

 Business Cards $15.00 per month 

 1/4 Page  $24.00 per month 

 1/2 Page  $48.00 per month 

 Full Page  $96.00 per month 

 

Call Bob or Jamie to place an ad.  See the 

telephone numbers in the directory above. 

Attention dog walkers! 

Please scoop the poop! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
HOUSE CLEANING PLUS — Eighteen 
years house cleaning experience. $60.00 
one story. L imited openings. 
Neighborhood references. Lavonne 
Branham 646-0258. 
 
HONEY DO’S AND MORE — Let me help 
you with any project. Ceiling fans, 
wallpaper, decks, fences, painting…Very 
reasonable. Call Rick at 789-0567. 
 
MARY KAY INDEPENDENT BEAUTY 
CONSULTANT PAM SMITH, phone 656-
5426, email pamelasmith@marykay.com, 
o r  s h o p  o n l i n e  2 4 / 7  a t 
www.marykay.com/pamelasmith.  El 
Dorado resident since 1973 and EDHA 
supporter. 
 

Classified ads and miscellaneous notices 
are available to El Dorado residents for 

$3.00 (approx. 25 words). Ads by students 
are free. Contact Jamie Gifford at 655-9594 

or EDHASunburst@satx.rr.com   
by the 15th of the month. 

LOOK FOR 

EDHA ONLINE! 

http://neighborhoodlink.com/El_Dorado/home 

You can also connect with us on  

Facebook! 

El Dorado Babysitter 

Brooke, 16 

Call for availability 

241-8485 
If you would like a free listing 

in the Sunburst as a babysitter, 

call the Sunburst editor at 655-

9 5 9 4  o r  e m a i l  y o u r 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o : 

EDHASunburst@satx.rr.com. 

http://www.marykay.com/pamelasmith
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 Brakes 

 Clutches 

 CV Joints 

 Rear Ends 

 Tune-ups 

 

 Transmissions 
 A/C Conversions 

 Engine Overhauls 

 Engine Diagnostic 

 Suspensions 
 

 

 A/C Work 

 Fuel Injection 

 Oil Changes 

 CV-Axles 

 Electrical 

10% Discount With This Ad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kari K. Whitaker, GRI 

210.744.5697 mobile 

Kari@KariWhitaker.com 

www.KariWhitaker.com 

El Dorado Resident since 2003. 
 

YOUR St 

La Posada: 

The Dwelling 
El Gusto: 

The Taste/Pleasure 
Linda Colonia: 

The Beautiful Colony 
Prima Vista: 

First View/At First Sight 
Via Perfecto: 

Perfect Thoroughfare 

Ever wonder how the street 

names in El Dorado translate  

to English?   

~Contributed by Carol C. 

FIND OUT 
What’s Your Home Worth?   

Go To 
www.FreeHomeValuesinSanAntonio.com 

You might be surprised!   

It’s Easy!  It’s Fast!  It’s Free! 

Think EDHA could do more? 

 

YOU’RE RIGHT! 

Pay your dues! 

Get involved! 

Condolences 
To the family of  

Eddie Leinweber,  

long-time El Dorado resident,  

who passed away on  

January 19, 2011. 

http://www.FreeHomeValuesinSanAntonio.com
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Israel’s 

Income Tax and  

Bookkeeping Services 
 

Individual Tax Returns                               IRS Audits 

Sole Proprietor                                        IRS Problems 

Corporate Tax Returns                    Delinquent Filing 

Partnership Tax Returns       Installment Agreements 

Employment Tax Returns        Offers in Compromise 

Non-Profit Organization Tax Returns        IRS Liens 

 

International Tax Returns 

NO TAX RETURN IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

ELECTRONIC FILING 

 

ISRAEL V. GARCIA, Enrolled Agent 
(Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service) 

 

I am a retired Internal Revenue Agent 

(Field Auditor/International Examiner) 
 

13327 Nacogdoches, Suite 4       Phone 210-599-8133 

San Antonio, Texas  78233             Fax 210-590-0383 

District 10 Councilman  
John Clamp 

 
City Hall Office 

P.O. Box 839966 

San Antonio, TX 78283  
210-207-7276  

Constituent Office 

3300 Nacogdoches Rd, Ste. 108 
San Antonio, TX 78217 

210-824-7355 

 
Go to John Clamp’s section of the City of San 
Antonio portal to sign up for helpful and infor-

mative email newsletters from your Councilman. 

 

http://www.sanantonio.gov/Council/d10/index.asp 

 

When new construction at El Dorado Elementary 

School resulted in flooding to her property, Nancy 

took photos and videos of the flooding of her 

back yard and the school yard during a heavy 

downpour.  In addition, she visited with each 

neighbor in her block and learned that drainage 

from the school had eroded some of her 

neighbors’ yards and that some neighbors had 

flood waters coming into their homes.  With their 

permission, she compiled a list of neighbors’ 

names, addresses and phone numbers who had 

drainage problems originating from the school 

yard and presented it along with her photos and 

videos to Councilman Clamp’s field office.   She 

also printed photos and met with Rich Taylor, 

President of El Dorado Homes Association, who 

followed up with Councilman Clamp.  A series of 

communications led to a meeting of the affected 

neighbors with NEISD, the engineers, Rich Taylor 

and Mr. Mario Hune of Councilman Clamp’s 

office.  Although a final resolution was not arrived 

at that day, Mario Hune is working with us to 

help resolve it. We highly commend Nancy 

Fitzgerald for her initiative, unselfishness, and 

persistence in making El Dorado a better place to 

live, not only for herself, but for her fellow 

residents as well! 

Hats Off To... 

Nancy Fitzgerald  

 

Upscale Resale 

Men’s, Children’s, 

Women’s and 

Maternity Clothing 

Plus New Bridal and 

Formal Wear! 

10% off 
One day 

purchases in 

February 2011 
with coupon 
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Mr. Fix-It 
A MEMBER OF THE EL DORADO COMMUNITY 

Specializing in: 

Interior and exterior painting 
 Decks and Fences 
Door replacements 

Home repairs   
Carpentry     
Drywall repair 

Free Estimates   

967-0233 
 Ask for John 

 

Repair and  
Drain Service 

Prompt Professional 

Service 

Carmichael Plumbing Co. 
655-9749 

Steve Carmichael ● Licensed Master Plumber 
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No Ordinary Workday 
It began on December 4th and ended on December 18th when the “Dial-A-Trailer” arrived 

to pick up the trash and debris that had been removed from the lake area. 

Mother Nature was kind to us, offering dry days and great temperatures for manual labor.  

The timing was not the best because of busy holiday preparations, but the lake had been 

neglected way too long. 

After a few phone calls, a small group of dedicated volunteers came together to tackle the 

daunting task. They worked for two weeks whenever they could find time to give.  I must say that 

I was disappointed when no one responded to the plea published in the Sunburst and the signs 

posted in the neighborhood.  Not one single person responded to those efforts!  Only people 

contacted personally came to help.  However, I was happy to see that a few people read their 

Sunburst and took advantage of the opportunity to dispose of some large household debris 

when the trailer came on December 18th.   

For those of you that might not know, the city, in conjunction with “Keep San Antonio 

Beautiful,” provide this service for neighborhoods.  Someone must make the effort to schedule 

the “Dial-A-Trailer” for a large trash pickup.  Only by working with the city are we able to remove 

the large amount of limbs, fallen trees, and trash that has to be removed from the lake area.  

When this occurs, it is an inconvenience for our neighbors in the Linda Colonia cul-de-sac.  A pile 

of trash is not a pretty sight.  I am truly grateful for the tolerance and patience of the families 

affected during those times.   

A lot was accomplished but there is so much more to do.  Each person’s load becomes 

lighter when more people volunteer.  It is YOUR LAKE!  Call NOW to become part of “no ordinary 

team.” 

More than “THANK YOU” to those that came to help.  It was a super group and my 

pleasure to be a part of their exceptional efforts! 

James Patterson                    

Will Johnson (son of Yvonne Johnson) 

James Friesenhahn                                                   

John Cook 

Lola Olsmith 

Richard Taylor 

Joe Nix (father)                                                       

Brian Nix (son)                                                        

Stacy Nix (daughter)  

Richard Thomas Haller and Son 

Luis Garza (father) 

Art Garza (son) 

 

If I forgot someone……call me! 

 

Linda Garris 

653-0997 
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“A true lover  

always feels in debt to  

the one he loves.” 

~ Ralph W. Sockman  30 Years Professional Experience 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Less than 33%  

of our Neighbors pay 100% 

of the costs of upkeep and 

Improvements to El Dorado.   

Have you paid your fair 

share? 

 
About Groundhog Day 

(February 2, 2011) 
 
 
Here are some answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions about the holiday:  
 

 Yes! Punxsutawney Phil is the only true weather 
forecasting groundhog. The others are just 
impostors.  

 

 How often is Phil's prediction correct? 100% of the 
time, of course!  

 

 How many "Phils" have there been over the years? 
There has only been one Punxsutawney Phil. He 
has been making predictions for over 120 years!  

 

 Punxsutawney Phil gets his longevity from drinking 
the "elixir of life," a secret recipe. Phil takes one sip 
every summer at the Groundhog Picnic and it 
magically gives him seven more years of life.  

 

 On February 2, Phil comes out of his burrow on 
Gobbler's Knob - in front of thousands of followers 
from all over the world - to predict the weather for 
the rest of winter.  

 

 According to legend, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his 
shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter 
weather. If he does not see his shadow, there will be 
an early spring.  

 

 No! Phil's forecasts are not made in advance by the 
Inner Circle. After Phil emerges from his burrow on 
February 2, he speaks to the Groundhog Club 
president in "Groundhogese" (a language only 
understood by the current president of the Inner 
Circle). His proclamation is then translated for the 
world.  

 

 The celebration of Groundhog Day began with 
Pennsylvania's earliest settlers. They brought with 
them the legend of Candlemas Day, which states, 
"For as the sun shines on Candlemas Day, so far will 
the snow swirl in May..."  

 

 Punxsutawney held its first Groundhog Day in the 
1800s. The first official trek to Gobbler's Knob was 
made on February 2, 1887.  

 

 So the story goes, Punxsutawney Phil was named 
after King Phillip. Prior to being called Phil, he was 
called Br'er Groundhog. 

 
Source:  groundhog.org 

February Events 
 

Feb 3-20 
San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo 

Features great entertainment with star-
studded country, rock 'n' roll and Latin 
artists during all 20 PRCA rodeo 
performances. This spectacular of fun also 
includes shopping, a carnival and livestock 
centers. AT&T Center. Admission. (210) 
225-5851 www.sarodeo.com   
 

Feb 5 
Asian Festival at UTSA's  

Institute of Texan Cultures 
This event honors Asian cultures and 
traditions from the Middle East to the Pacific 
Rim. With a variety of delicious foods 
(Chinese, Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese, 
Pakistani, Filipino and Polynesian, just to 
name a few!) and an array of performances, 
including martial arts and dance 
demonstrations. www.texancultures.com 
 

Feb 12 
Chocolate Day at  

San Antonio Botanical Garden 

Chocolate fans of any age, this is for 
yo u!   W e ' re  ce l eb ra t i ng  o ur 
annual Chocolate Day on Saturday,  
February 12 with special chocolate 
"flavored" activities from 10am to 2pm.  
Have some coco-licious fun while  
learning a thing or two about one of the 
most cherished sweets of all time!  (210) 
207-3255 Www.sabot.org  
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Valentine’s Day History 

You'd think Valentine's Day trivia 
would start with the identity of the 
original Valentine. But nobody can say 
authoritatively who that was. One popular 
theory holds that Valentine was a Roman 
clergyman executed for performing secret 
marriages in defiance of Emperor Claudius II, 

who thought marriage weakened his soldiers. 

Pope Gelasius I declared Feb. 14 as Valentine 
Day in A.D. 496. Over time, the Christian 
holiday became associated with romance and 
exchanging love messages. St. Valentine 

became the patron saint of lovers. 

The modern history of Valentine's Day 
includes Esther Howland, a native of 
Massachusetts in the 1840s, who is credited 
with selling the first mass-produced valentine 
cards. 

Source:  About.com 

 

   Tony Burris, Agent 
13511 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX  78217-1275 
Bus: 210-656-4081   
Fax: 210-590-7223 

www.tonyburris.com 

 
 

24 hour Good Neighbor Service 
State Farm® 

Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 

El Dorado Homes Association Calendar 

February 
Neighborhood Meeting 
COP Meeting 

2nd Monday 
3rd Monday 

March 
2nd Monday 
3rd Monday 
3rd Monday 

Neighborhood Meeting 
COP Meeting 
District 10 Neighborhood Alliance Meeting 

My dog is an angel…WITH HORNS! 
 

My dog is wonderful. He is a companion, a friend, 

and a protector all rolled into one well-behaved 

bundle of handsome fur. In addition to his other 

laudable attributes, my dog is also extremely self 

controlled and quiet. HAH! That is, as long as he is 

inside with us. But when we put him outside alone 

(after all, we have to go to work), my dog 

immediately turns into an excitable, loud, backyard 

monster that will bark at anything. By anything I 

mean ANYTHING. He will bark at other dogs that 

he hears; he will bark at cats two yards away; he will 

bark at all my neighbors in their yards; he will bark 

at butterflies for heavens sake! And he will bark for 

hours! He will even throw himself against the fence 

from time to time to punctuate his verbal attacks. He 

will bark and bark and bark again for no apparent 

reason. My poor neighbors have to seek refuge inside 

and turn up their radios to try to drown out the 

frenzied barking. The barking definitely sets nerves 

on edge and teeth grinding. 

 

Ok, by now you have probably guessed that I am not 

writing about my dog, but my neighbor’s dog. I can 

only guess that since my neighbors are nice people, 

they don’t honestly realize the audible headache their 

dog causes when they are not around to hear.  

 

I don’t know what the solution is, but I hope my 

neighbors read this and find a way to quiet their pet.  

If they could, they would get our greatest thanks and 

appreciation. 
 

DO YOU HAVE A DR JEKYLL AND MR 

HYDE IN YOUR BACKYARD?? 
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Presidents Day Trivia 

 

The third Monday in February is designated in the 
United States as Washington's Birthday, more 
commonly known as Presidents Day. This list looks 
at facts and traditions surrounding the celebration 
of this holiday.  
 

1. Not Officially Presidents Day 
As stated in the introduction, the federal holiday celebrated on the third Monday in February is 
not officially called Presidents Day. Instead, it is Washington's Birthday. There was an attempt in 
1968 to officially name it Presidents Day. However, this suggestion died in committee. Many 
states, however, choose to call their own celebration on this day "Presidents Day."  
2. Washington's Birthday Celebrated During Washington's Lifetime 
Many across the newly formed United States celebrated Washington's Birthday in the 17th 
century while George Washington was still alive. However, it wasn't until 1885 that Chester 
Arthur signed the bill that made it a federal holiday. 
3. Abraham Lincoln's Birthday is Not a Federal Holiday 
Even though many states celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday concurrently with Washington's 
birthday, it is not a federally designated holiday. 
4. Cherries, Cherries, and More Cherries 
Traditionally, many celebrated and continue to celebrate Washington's Birthday with desserts 
made with cherries. Cherry pie, cherry cake, bread made with cherries, or just a huge bowl of 
cherries are often enjoyed on this day. Of course, this relates to the apocryphal story that 
Washington would not tell a lie when asked if he cut down a cherry tree. 
5. Shopping and Sales 
One thing that many people connect with Presidents Day is retail sales. In the 1980s, retailers 
began to use this holiday as a time to clear out their old stock in preparation for spring and 
summer. One wonders what George Washington would have thought about this celebration of 
his birthday. 
6. Reading of Washington's Farewell Address 
On February 22nd of almost every year since 1888, 
Washington's Farewell Address has been read in the US 
Senate. While this does not happen on Presidents Day, it is an 
annual celebration of Washington's Birthday that stems from 
1862 when the Address was read as a way to boost morale 
during the Civil War. This address was and is so important 
because it warns of political factionalism, geographical 
sectionalism, and interference by foreign powers in the nation's 
affairs. Washington stressed the importance of national unity 
over sectional differences. 

 
Source:  About.com 
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TX 

O’Connor @ Nacogdoches,  
next to Little Caesar’s in the Big Lots shopping center. 

Bring in this ad for 15% off during the month of 
February, 2011! 
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Excerpts from YOUR 

deed/covenant 

restrictions: 

No commercial signs of any 

kind shall be displayed to the 

public view on any residential 

lot except one professional sign 

of not more than one square 

foot, one sign of not more than 

five square feet advertising the 

property for sale or rent, or 

signs used by a builder 

advertising the property during 

construction and sales period.  

 Thousand Oaks Branch Library 

February 2011 

4618 Thousand Oaks Dr. 

657-5205 

Hours of Operation 

Mon. & Wed. 12-8p 

Tue., Thurs.-Sun. 10a-6p 

 

Feb. 7th (Monday)  

6:30 -7:30p Monday Evening Book Club.  
Discussion of the book  

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

 

Feb. 28th (Monday) 

4:00 -5:15p African-American Heritage Program:  

This Little Light of Mine 
Let your light shine in honor of the life and work of civil 

rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer. We’ll have songs, stories 

and a simple craft illuminating the contribution of this  

African-American woman of courage and conviction.  

Recommended for school-aged children.  

Younger children welcome if accompanied by an adult. 

 

Wednesdays (Feb. 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd) 

4:00p-5:00pTeens at Thousand Oaks 
Wii, Guitar Hero, RockBand, crafts, board games,  

movies, books and more.... grades 6 and up 

5:00p-6:30p Book-A-Holics Phenomenous Club 
Teen Advisory Group meetings, crafts, snacks and more…

FUN!!!! 

 

Thursdays (Feb. 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th Thursdays Story 

time) 
10:00a Toddlers actively participate in stories,  

music and movement enhancing their social,   

emotional and language development.   

Recommended for children 18 to 36 months. 

11:00a Preschoolers enjoy stories and songs that develop 

early  

literacy skills and foster curiosity.   

Recommended for three to five year olds. 

 

TAX SEASON!!!! 

VITA Program (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) offers 

free tax help to low- to moderate-income people who 

cannot prepare their own tax returns. Certified 

volunteers will be here to help prepare basic tax  returns. 

Starting Jan 25th – April 17th  

Tue 10-5, Thur 1-5, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-5, and Sun 11-4 
 

Call library for details for any of the above mentioned 

programs and/or events. 

 
EDHA and your El Dorado 

Sunburst are looking for someone 

to take over as Sunburst Editor next 

season, which begins with the 

September 2011 issue. There is 

plenty of time between now and 

then to learn the ropes! Please 

contact Jamie Gifford or any 

EDHA Board member if you or 

someone you know is interested. 

Thanks! 
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2011 MAINTENANCE FEE INFORMATION 
 
 

Last Name: _________________________  First Name: ________________________ 
 

Spouse: ____________________________  Telephone: ________________________ 
 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Other household members at this address: 
 

____________________________  ___________________________ 
   

____________________________  ___________________________ 
 

 Full Maintenance/Pool Fee   $160.00    

 General Maintenance Fee     $  85.00  

 Partial Payment *                   $ _____  
 

*For General, $21.25 every 3 months (4 times a year) or $45.00/$40.00 split over 2 months 
*Full Fees may be split $80.00/$80.00 or $55.00/$55.00/$50.00, but must be paid in full prior to pool use.  

 
Please Return to: 

El Dorado Homes Association 
12606 Prima Vista 

San Antonio, TX  78233 
 

2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

 

Maintenance fees are the lifeblood of the El Dorado Homes Association.  They are 

the main source of the revenue required to keep our neighborhood safe, attractive 

and vibrant.  These fees pay for the many expenses that we have as a community, 

including, but not limited to the following: 

 

 Keeping the lake mowed and trash-free 

 Paying for insurance, utilities and taxes on the clubhouse, pool and common areas 

 Sponsoring social events and gatherings where neighbors can build relationships 

 Providing for upkeep of the common areas 

 Creating a unique atmosphere that shows a sense of pride in our community! 

 

We are fortunate to live in a neighborhood where the homes association is still 

active.  Because of our residents and the work of the EDHA, we have a beautiful 

community, a unique paseo and a fantastic pool.  We have an assortment of 

informational signage, which is kept current and relevant.  The Social Committee 

plans events all year for residents’ enjoyment, and the Cellular On Patrol program 

keeps plugging along in attempt to keep the neighborhood safe and crime-free. 


