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Our Easter on the Green was the greatest again this year. 
(See page 2.)  There were so many children with their par-
ents — more than 130 registered. I want to thank all the la-
dies who helped out by baking cookies and cakes for the 
cake walk. I don’t have the list of volunteers in from of me.  I 
will try to name most of them:  Loren Patton, Jill Hill,  Joan 
Greenwood, Nancy Risch, Jim Trout, Maria Norvell, Don 
Raines, Timothy Risch, Frank Kozlowski, Pat Arndt, Jean 
Hirashima, Edith Pearl, Robert Joyce, Victoria 
Reynafarje, Anita Perez and Diana Budd. Thanks also 

goes out to all of you who donated coins for the eggs. John Deats, and all the mem-
bers that were at the last two meetings. Also, the boiled eggs for decorating. Connie 
& Will Chick gave $16.00 dollars in dimes and nickels and 36 boiled eggs. I have to 
mention WANA member Sally Weimer Aquino, who lives on Golden.  She is a pro-
fessional baker who made two cakes and stuffed 24 eggs with coins for the Easter 
egg hunt. Thanks again Sally and Robert of Bobby J’s Sweets, who donated slices 
of his famous cheesecake. I bought Sally’s Peanut Butter Chip Brownies with Wal-
nuts. They were delicious. Thank you everyone who helped make this another very 
special Wrigley neighborhood event.   Our thanks to the 6th & 7

th
 District Council 

Offices for their donations for the Easter Baskets. We had some beautiful bas-
kets for the kids. 
 

We have another great meeting coming up on May 16
th
 — the new Director of Parks 

and Recreation, presentation of a certificate of appreciation to the Long Beach Police 
Officers Association and updates on the Sand Bar (formerly the Puka Bar) and other 
Wrigley Quality of Life issues. 
 

Please don’t forget to come to our guided tour of the Dominquez Gap on Sunday, 
May 22. If you love Nature and want share it with others, please join us and see all 
the beautiful native wildflowers, ponds and all different birds and animals. We will 
have refreshments.  Bring your children.  Suggested donation is $5.00 per person 
and $7.50 per household.  Proceeds are for maintenance and expansion of Wrigley’s 
own special native plant habitat at Cressa Park.  See page 3 for details. 
  
WANA member please remember that your dues are paid through September. 
Don’t get confused again this year with any other group seeking membership 
renewals now! 
 

Lastly, we will have two free family movie nights on Daisy — one in July and one 
in September.  Details will be in the next newsletter.  Hope you had a wonderful 
Mother’s Day, and see you at the meeting on May 16.                        

Warmest regards, 
Maria 
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People often ask why volunteers 
give up their Saturdays.  Well, 
just look at all the joy that our 
efforts and our members gener-
ous donations bring to our 
neighborhood kids. 

WANA raised over $300 in cash 
to cover the costs of this event.  
In these tough economic times, 
it’s the spirit and commitment of 
community that carries us 
through!  Our members baked 
treats and boiled eggs for deco-
rating.  Kids could also make 
cards and chat with the WANA 
Easter Bunny. 

APRIL IN REVIEW :  EASTER ON THE GREEN 

APRIL IN REVIEW: GREAT LOS ANGELES RIVER CLEANUP 
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Once again, WANA, the City of Long Beach De-
partment of Environmental Services and Friends 
of the Los Angeles River teamed up to clean up 
the Willow Street Estuary on April 30.  Over 150 
volunteers participated.  Several WANA mem-
bers helped out here and at Compton Creek. 

Volunteers from Dart Container Corporation also 
set up a special display reminding all of us that 
there are foam products that can be recycled. 

Nancy Risch deserves special recognition both 
as a WANA member and the event’s regional co-
ordinator.  Several volunteers commented that 
Willow Street estuary was the best organized 
clean up that they had ever attended! 



 

FUNDRAISER 

WANA Habitat Restoration and  

Water Conservation Education Program 

Dominguez Gap Wetlands Restoration Project  
 

Guided Tour!  

See Spectacular Display of California Native Wild Flowers! 

Bring binoculars if you are interested in bird-watching!  

 Sunday, May 22, 2011  
Registration:  4:00 to 4:15 p.m. 

Meet at Southern Entrance across from 4062 Del Mar Avenue, Just North of San Antonio Road 
near Los Cerritos Park in Bixby Knolls.  Refreshments will be served at the shaded pavilion.  

Dogs on leashes welcome.  Bring your kids, too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        (Photographs Courtesy of Diana Lejins) 

 

Hosted By:  Wrigley Area Neighborhood Alliance, Inc. (WANA) 

 

For more information, call Joan Greenwood at (562) 599-0812 or send E-mail to wrigleyalliance@msn.com 

 

Suggested Tax-Deductible Donation:  $5.00 Single, $7.50 Couple/Family 

Make Checks Payable to Friends of WANA, P.O. Box 6370, Long Beach, California 90806 

All proceeds go toward the maintenance and expansion of Cressa Park in Wrigley. 
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ABOUT WANA 
WANA meetings are open to the public and held at Veterans Park, 101 East 28th Street from 7-9 p.m. on the third Mon-
day of every month except January, February, August & September.  Because the third Mondays in January and February 
are holidays, we meet on the fourth Monday.  In August, there is no meeting.  Instead, WANA sponsors a National Night 
Out to Fight Crime Potluck on the first Tuesday in a nearby neighborhood pocket park.  In September, WANA hosts an 
annual  “Dine-Out” at a Wrigley restaurant.  Board Elections are held on the third Monday in October. 

 

Throughout the year, WANA sponsors many neighborhood events – Halloween on the Green, Easter on the Green, Mov-
ies on the Green, National Night Out to Fight Crime &, of course, the Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane Entertainment 
Nights.  Please support us by becoming a member.  We hold quarterly neighborhood cleanups and serve as the Commu-
nity Partner for the Friends of the Los Angeles River Annual Cleanup.  WANA was the local sponsor and lead organization 
for the Kaboom Playground between Hill and West 21st, west of San Francisco Avenue.  Our volunteers have also taken 
over responsibility for the upkeep and expansion of Cressa Park, a native habitat located north of the Pacific Coast High-
way Bridge, and we host an annual tour of the Dominguez Gap Wetlands to raise money in support of Cressa Park. 

2010 — 2011 Trial Membership Application 
  

Please list the names of all residents over the age of 18 at the membership address.   
Members receive newsletters by mail every month.  I/we agree to abide by WANA Bylaws.  

                                                    
NAME (NAMES): _________________________________________________________________ 
  
MAILING/STREET ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY____________________STATE ____ ZIP____________  PHONE _____________________         
  
E-MAIL     ________________________ 
  
DUES PER ADDRESS ($15/YR):  $       8.00       For May 1, 2010—September 30, 2011 Trial Membership 
  
OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS:   $_________   For Special Events & Government Filing Fees 
                 (Please make checks payable to WANA.) 
  
TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS:  $_________   For DAISY AVENUE CHRISTMAS TREE LANE 
(ID # 74-3222323)                (Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF WANA.) 
  
      $_________   For CRESSA HABITAT RESTORATION PROGRAM   
                                         (Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF WANA) 
      

      $_________   TOTAL PAYMENT  □  Cash   □  Check # _______ 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:   
 

□  Wrigley Resident/Household      □  Wrigley Business/Wrigley Group  □  Non-Wrigley Resident/Business  
  

Please check box if you are interested in VOLUNTEERING for WANA activities. □ 

  
PLEASE MAIL YOUR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL TO:                       

  
WANA, P.O. BOX 6370, LONG BEACH CA 90806.   

  
Your 2010-2011 MEMBERSHIP CARD will be mailed to you.  



Dear Neighbors, 

Please join me for a “Cup o’ Joe” at Guadalupe’s (3431 Pacific Place) on Saturday, May 28
th

 at 11am. I will be 
discussing the latest developments in the 7

th
 District, upcoming events, and legislation I am currently working on.  

Make sure to bring your comments, questions, and concerns. 

The next California Gardens tour (aka Willow and Spring Gulch) is on Wednesday, June 29
th

, at 5:30pm. Califor-
nia Gardens is a 55-acre undeveloped property behind Sunnyside Cemetery, between Willow St. and Spring St., 
and California Ave. and Orange Ave. Join me for this tour and hear about this property’s geology, history, wildlife, 
and opportunity. To RSVP, please contact my office. 

I'd like to invite you to join me at Long Beach's newest and largest dog park — Wrigley Heights Dog 
Park.  Wrigley Heights Dog Park is over 2 acres and built on former horse properties near the LA River.  This 
new park has been developed with park staff using minimal funds to allow access to a space that has been un-
used for many years.  Come on out with your dog on Saturday, May 21

st
 at 11am to celebrate the opening of this 

new park.  Wrigley Heights Dog Park is located at 3400 Golden Avenue and can be accessed using the service 
road off Magnolia Ave. that runs along the north side of Wardlow.  I hope to see you there.   

 
Sincerely, 

James Johnson 
7th District Councilmember 

district7@longbeach.gov 
(562) 570-7777 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 7TH DISTRICT COUNCILMAN 

HIRE-A-YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAM 

Five hundred youth ages 18-24 will have access to employment opportunities, and 250 youth ages 16-17 will 
have opportunities to participate in a stipend-based internship this summer, thanks to the Pacific Gateway Work-
force Investment Network Hire-A-Youth program.  Qualified individuals will be selected from the young adults 
completing Hire-A-Youth’s career exploration and work readiness training. 

“The first step anyone age 16-24 needs to take to get a job through Hire-A-Youth is to register for our no-cost 20-
hour career exploration with Road Trip Nation and 25-hour work readiness training,” said Rick Gonzalez, Youth 
Opportunity Center Manager. “Individuals who successfully earn the prestigious Work Readiness Credential en-
dorsed by the U.S. and local Chambers of Commerce and will be ready for an employment or internship opportu-
nity.” 

Young adults living in Lomita, Long Beach, Signal Hill or Torrance are eligible for this training and employment 
opportunity.  Here are the details:  

18-24 year olds can get help finding employment following training  

16-17 year olds can get help finding a summer internship, which offers a stipend of $500 to those who suc-
cessfully complete the training and the internship  

14-15 year olds can get help finding volunteer opportunities that can provide work experience for your resume  

 
Young adults wanting to benefit from this program should take action now!  Call 866.631.9400 to register and 
complete training prior to summer employment opportunities.  

 

Need more information? Visit www.HireAYouth.com or call 866.631.9400. 

http://www.hireayouth.com/


 

If you have any fruits, vegetables or herbs that 
you would like to share, please bring them to the 
meeting.  Last month we had lemons for all! 

 

To post an item in the June Newsletter, call Joan 
at (562) 599-0812 or send an e-mail to:  

<wrigleyalliance@msn.com>.   

 

Attn:  Maria Norvell, President 
P.O. Box 6370 

Long Beach, CA 90806 

HEYNEIGHBOR! WANA SHARE??? 
 

 

WANA MAY 16 PUBLIC MEETING  
 

Monday, May 16 from 7-9 pm  

Veterans Park, 101 E. 28th Street 

Guest speaker George Capjian, Director 

Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Marine  

 

Say Hello to your friends and meet your Neighbors!  Become a new      
Member!   Everyone   is WELCOME!  Come early — around 6:45 — 
and share member-donated refreshments and a cup of Starbucks cof-
fee.  Hospitality Hostess, Nancy Risch invites you to sign up to bring 
your favorite nosh to share in future months. FREE  on-site childcare 
and parking. 

WANA JUNE 20 PUBLIC MEETING  
Spatial History of Long Beach — Continued! 

Back by Popular Demand — Larry Rich 

It’s very difficult to describe how a new computer tool called Geographic Information Systems (GIS) has 
changed how we are beginning to look at historic events.  It’s something you just have to see and hear 
for yourself.  Instead of words and old photographs, Larry Rich presents a multi-layered visual journey 
around town as he talks about how land features influenced development and names of places and 
streets. 


