
Architectural Reminders

Some of you may have noticed your home may have green

color fungus or dirt on the side of it. This can come off by

having your home pressure washed. You can also go to

your local garden department store and get cleaner for

vinyl siding. ( non chlorinated)

Owners/Renters, please maintain the grass in your

yard. This is so important for our neighborhood and your

home equity. Grass should be cut regularly and weeds

should be treated. Violation enforcement for lawns are in

effect.

Remember if you plan to make any changes to the exterior

of your home, you must submit an Architectural Request

Form. See back page for Architectural Committee contact

information. This form can also be located on Omega Man-

agement’s website: www.omegamgmt.com.

Beautifying Your

Home’s Exterior

On March 26th we held our Annual Meeting at Oak Grove

Elementary where all homeowners were invited to attend.

With our management company, several Board Members

from the 2008-2009 term, and about 30 other homeowners in

attendance, the meeting kicked off with minute approval from

last year’s Annual Meeting and the President’s Report, as

given by outgoing President David DiGirolamo.

The budget was a significant focal point on the night’s discus-

sions from the Board and homeowners. According to DiGi-

rolamo, the unexpected cost for inspection of our BMPs was a

key cause for the increase in our budget and a decrease in

available spending. Additionally, the amount of delinquent

homeowners late on paying their dues, while improved from

last year, remained a major issue.

The Treasurer’s Report, as given by Treasurer Heidi Giusto,

was thorough and elaborated on Ridgefield’s “financial cri-

sis”. In her report she addressed a number of points includ-

ing: Homeowner dues being increased this year for the first

time, a collection policy that is now in place and being en-

forced, and the 14 BMPs in our community that have ended

up costing us over $20,000 this year alone; a steep and unex-

pected cost.

Homeowners were in agreement that the value of our com-

munity must be upheld by better common areas, better up-

keep of individual lawns and exteriors, and a general respect

of the neighborhood. However, homeowners voiced concern

over the increase in homeowner dues, observations of peo-

ple trespassing in dangerous and off limit areas, fence viola-

tions, suspected “dog breeding”, and even beaver sightings

too close to home.

At the end of the meeting, homeowners voted in 3 new mem-

bers to replace 3 outgoing members for the Board of Direc-

tors. By a unanimous vote of an uncontested race, Brian San-

ner, Timika Pollack, and Peter Zolas were voted in as new

Board members to serve a 2-year term and will join the re-

maining 2 members, Heidi Giusto and Chandra Bennett as

they finish out the last year of their term. (Note: At the

Board’s first meeting which was held on April 21st roles

were assigned). Needless to say, but this was a meeting full

of topics for the new Board to tackle for the 2009—2010 term.

From the new Board to our outgoing Board members (David

DiGirolamo, Ron Exum, Lakisha Summerson) and on behalf of

all Ridgefield homeowners, we thank you for your service

over the past two years.

Homeowners Elect New Board Members & Voice

Concerns Over Budget, Dues and Grounds

Did you go to the

Annual Meeting??

BIKE SAFETY & REGISTRATION DAY, Saturday 5/30/09, 9am to 12pm @ Park (see back for more info)

The

Front
Porch
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Newly elected Board

members (from left to

right): Brian Sanner—

Treasurer, Timika

Pollack—Vice Presi-

dent, Peter Zolas—

Secretary. Contact

details for all Board

members on back!

Important reminders on the upkeep of the outside

of your house

Ridgefield in Photos...
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Summer Lawn Contest

On June 6th, the Groundskeeping Committee will be holding a community
-wide lawn judging contest. The winner for Overall Best Lawn will receive
a $25 Home Depot gift card and have their home featured in the next
newsletter scheduled for August. Judging is expected to take place
monthly through the summer months. Homeowners delinquent on their
homeowners dues will be ineligible to participate.

Building Community Spirit One

House at a Time! Share Your Voice

Do you want changes in Ridgefield? Join a Committee.Volunteers Greatly Needed.

Committee & Meeting

Announcements

In the coming months, the Homeowners Association will be conducting an

extensive community survey to gain the critical feedback and homeowner

statistics that will benefit us all. It’s a big task, but much needed in order

to know who we are and where we need to go as a community. So, if you

have concerns, feedback, or anything else to say that will help us improve

our neighborhood, then get ready to share your voice on the most exten-

sive survey of Ridgefield ever. Results of the survey will be published in

an upcoming newsletter or mailing. Stay tuned!

COMMUNITY WATCH is having their next meeting on 6/3/09 at the Dur-

ham East Library. Meeting starts at 6:30pm. All are invited to attend.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS meet every 3rd Thursday of the month. Homeown-

ers are allowed to attend these meeting with advanced notice. To attend a

Board meeting by appointment, please contact our management company,

Omega at 919-461-0102. Note, due to confidentiality, Board meetings are

not open from start to finish for non-Board homeowners and attendance by

advanced appointment scheduling is mandatory.

SOCIAL committee is revving up for a new year. If you’re interested in

getting Ridgefield social again, then join today! For more information, con-

tact this committee’s Board primary liaison, Chandra Bennett.

GROUNDSKEEPING committee is accepting new volunteers. Meetings

have not yet been determined. Contact Peter Zolas, Board primary liaison,

if you’re interested in joining.

COMMUNICATIONS committee plans to have the next newsletter out by

August. Meetings are not yet regularly scheduled, but volunteers are

needed. Contact Timika Pollack, Board primary liaison for more info.

Important Contacts

Board of Directors (Term 2009—2010)

Heidi Giusto (President) heidi.guisto@duke.edu

Timika Pollack (Vice President) 919-768-6175,

tpollack@phstaffers.com

Brian Sanner (Treasurer) 919-682-7915

Peter Zolas (Secretary) zolape01@yahoo.com

Chandra Bennett (Member at Large) 336-210-
2191

Committees

Communications: RidgefieldTFP@yahoo.com,
new Chairperson needed

Social: new Chairperson needed

Groundskeeping: new Chairperson needed

Architectural : Troy Rutski (Chairperson)

trutski@hotmail.com

Community Watch : JB Bowman (Chairperson),
919-201-4069

Omega Management Association

Lara Barnes (Community Manager) 919-461-
0102, ext. 108, lara@omegamgmt.com

Divida Johnson (Administrative Assistant) 919-
461-0102, divida@omegamgmt.com

Bike Safety

& Registration Day

Because we have a lot of kids in the neighbor-

hood who ride bikes and reports of bike theft

have been received by a number of people, the

Community Watch is sponsoring a Bike Safety &

Registration Day. On Saturday, 5/30/09 anytime

between 9am and 12pm parents can bring their

kids to the park area for some helpful bike safety

tips from the county and for an opportunity to

have their kid’s bike registered with the police.

No advance sign-up required.

Quotes

“The greatest danger for most of us is not

that our aim is too high and we miss it,

but that it is too low and we reach it.”

- Michelangelo


