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       Beachwood Breeze

     



P.O. Box 17385
    Jacksonville, FL  32245
Your Neighborhood Newsletter of People and Events
                            July 2013




                       News About Beachwood
  If you have recently moved into the subdivision, welcome to Beachwood.  To learn more there is a link for information on 
Beachwood at www.neighborhoodlink.com (Free HOA websites); 1) Find Neighborhoods & Organization- type in Beachwood   Civic Association then click Search.   We are also on Facebook under Beachwood Neighborhood.    The officers of the BCA welcome ideas and input on making improvements to the subdivision.  We can all work towards making our neighborhood a better place to live. 
     There have been some recent home burglaries in the past month in Beachwood.  We have summarized a good set of reminders for our neighbors to follow to keep their homes safe.  
The full article is online at:      http://www.asecurelife.com/how-to-protect-your-home-from-burglars    
How to Protect Your Home From Burglars:   Burglary is defined as the” breaking in to and illegal entry of a structure with the intent to commit a crime”.  Remaining vigilant and taking an active role in protecting your home from burglars is the best way to ensure that you do not become a burglary statistic.  

 1. Automatic Light Timers  -  Automatic light timers should be plugged into lamps in commonly used rooms, such as the living room and the bedroom, and can be set to turn on at a “normal” time so burglars will not be able to determine that you are not home.                  2. Utilization of Garages  -  Try to park in your garage if possible to make it more difficult to determine if you are away from home.      3. Placing Televisions and Radios on Automatic Timers  -  In addition to putting some lights on a timer, it seems to be particularly effective to place televisions and radios on timers and set to  a schedule similar to the usual schedule that you keep at home.                 4. Lowering the Volume on Telephones in the Home  -  For homes that still have landlines it is important to turn down ringers when you are out of town to avoid tipping off potential burglars to your absence.     5. Hold Mail and Newspaper Delivery  -  Leaving newspapers in the driveway and mail in the mailbox is one of the first signs that your home is unoccupied .  Have a neighbor pick up these items for you or put a ‘Hold’ on their delivery until you’ve returned.     6. Arrange For Home Maintenance  -  Hire someone that you trust to come by and cut the grass and do any other home maintenance that you routinely as a way to indicate that your home is occupied.      7. Place Drapes or Blinds on Timers  -  There are a few options on the market that can be fitted to blinds and drapes to open and close them on a timer.  If you cannot afford a timer system like this, another solution is to pay a trusted neighbor to come to your house each afternoon to pull your blinds or drapes.       8. Avoid Leaving Garbage Out Until the Last Minute  -  Garbage is a sign that tips off burglars to determine what items might be worth stealing (especially over Christmas holidays).  Hold on to boxes from big purchases until the last minute on trash day.  Have a neighbor use your trashcans and put them out on trash day for you.  9. Inform a Trusted Neighbor When You Are Leaving Town  -  It is always helpful to have a neighbor that you trust in the neighborhood, someone that you can leave a spare key with and have keep an eye on your home when you are not there. A trusted neighbor can also inform the police and you if something unusual has occurred at your home while you are out of town.     10. Increase Lighting Around Your Home  -  Increasing lighting around your home is always a good idea. Dimly lit properties are far easier targets for thieves because there are more places to hide.  Try to keep your house well lit with spotlights or, preferably, motion detection lights.               11. Display Alarm Decals  -  Whether or not you have a security system installed in your home, often times all it takes is the presence of an alarm system sticker or decal in the window to deter break-ins.     12. Avoid Hiding Keys Outside Your Home  -   Rather than hide a key outside  it is always better to leave a copy of your house key with a trusted neighbor who can not only let you in if you lose your key, but also let themselves in to check for issues around the home when you are out of town.    13. Keep Valuables Away From Windows  -  Keep valuables away from the windows -  there is no telling how many homes position laptops and big screen televisions where they can be spotted from the outside of the home. This concept does not just apply to electronics; however, it also applies to jewelry and antiques.      14. Lock All Doors and Windows Whether You Are Home or Not  -  Locking doors and windows  whether you are home or not is another line of defense against home intrusion to protect areas of the house that you cannot see from your location, as well as protect yourself from intruders.      15. Install Good Locks on Patio Doors and Garages  -  Favored points of entry are garage doors and patio doors so don’t leave these (or any doors) unlocked.  A good deadbolt and sliding door rods can make these entryways safer.      16. Purchase Insurance and Take Inventory of Your Belongings  -  Purchasing insurance and taking inventory of your belongings won’t stop a burglary, but it can help recover stolen items and identify missing items after a burglary and provide evidence with your insurance claim.       17. Be a Vigilant Member of the Community  -  Keep open lines of communication with trustworthy neighbors  -  your neighbors are more likely to return the favor and watch for suspicious activity that may occur when you are or are not home.
DELIVERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NEWSLETTERS
Newsletters will be dropped off at your doorstep 1-2 weeks before the civic meetings:

1) West end of Surfwood Avenue = 22 homes.  2) East end of Surfwood Avenue = 15 homes, and 3) Beachwood Blvd. = 18 homes.    

Please, please consider helping with this important job and call Sheila at 645-5980.
BEACHWOOD CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DRIVE - $25.00
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

You can make the check payable to the Beachwood Civic Association and mail it to P.O. Box 17385, Jacksonville, FL 32245
 Next Civic Meeting – Tuesday, July 16 at 7:30 pm   at Community Center, 11758 Marina Drive 





Thank You in advance for making a difference!
