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Columbia Park 
Neighborhood 

Association
meetings are open to the 
public, and are held on 
the third Monday (except 
February) of the month at  
Columbia Manor, 
3300 Central Avenue, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M.
Thanks to Eastside Food 
Coop for providing snacks.
Coming meeting dates:
August 20
September 17 (at River 
Village, 2919 Randolph 
Street NE - see details on 
page 4)
October 15

Bring yourself — bring a 
neighbor.
Share your ideas and 
concerns.
Get involved in your 
neighborhood –  a little  
. . . or a little more.

There will be three Columbia Park National Night Out events this year.  On the west 
side of University Avenue, we will be holding a potluck picnic at the Hi-View Park 
shelter, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Bring a dish to share and some lawn chairs and meet the 
neighbors.  We will be playing some bingo for prizes including some passes for the 
Lupient Waterpark, donated by Commissioner Walt Dziedzic.  We will also be col-
lecting food for the local food shelf, as they are often forgotten during the summer 
months.  Questions call Liz Wielinski at 612-788-5688.
Gatherings will also take place on Spain Place and at the Architect Avenue triangle. 
Spain Place will be closed from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. – come join them under the tents for 
a potluck rain or shine; questions – contact Rondine Mehling at 612-781-7582.
You are welcome at any National Night Out event – not just the one nearest you.

National Night Out - Tuesday, August 7

By Paul Ostrow, 1st Ward city council 

member, and Jack Yuzna, Minneapolis 

Public Works
The St. Anthony Parkway Bridge, an 
important east/west access across the 
24 tracks of the BNSF Northtown Rail 
Yard, was scheduled for rehabilitation 
in 2006.  The project was to repair and 
temrx xli i|mwxmrk Ăzi wxiip xvywwiw ,xsxep 
span length of 525 feet), renovate the 
bridge piers, and construct a new bridge 
deck and approach roadways.  As the 
project developed, the City’s Department 
of Public Works became aware of criti-
cal issues not foreseen in the initial 2002 
project scope. 
For a number of reasons, Public Works 
has concluded that the bridge must be 
replaced.  The Burlington Northern Santa 
Ji Vemp{e} lew wiir vetmh vemp xvejĂg 
growth since 2002.  Minneapolis Public 
Works found that the logistics of reha-
bilitating the bridge within the active rail 
yard would have a considerably higher 
impact on the project cost than initially 
estimated. An analysis of the pier founda-
tions also indicated that the additional 
weight of required concrete pier protec-
tion would result in the existing founda-
tions’ safe load limits being exceeded. 
Strengthening of the pier foundations may 
not be technically feasible, especially in 
an active rail yard.  The foundations’ load 
limitations also eliminated the possibility 
of adding bicycle lanes on this important 
national scenic byway. 

Replacement of the bridge requires sig-
rmĂgerx ehhmxmsrep jyrhw2 Xlmw pih xs Tyf-
lic Works’ decision to release the federal 
funds it received in 2002 with the intent 
to reapply for funds this summer. The St 
Anthony Bridge was reprogrammed for 
construction to begin in 2011. The antici-
pated new schedule is:

2008/2009 Project Development 
& Preliminary Design

2009/2010 Final Design & Right-
of-Way Acquisition

2011/2012 Construction
Public Works recently completed a 
Bridge Type Study, which will help to de-
termine initial concepts and preliminary 
cost estimates for comment and input 
by neighborhoods and other stakehold-
ers.  Some potential plans could include 
a two-span steel beam bridge, a tied-arch 
bridge, a new truss bridge, and a cable-
stayed bridge. 
As with all Public Works projects, com-
munity engagement and context-sensitive 
design will be an integral part of the St. 
Anthony Bridge project.  To kick off the 
community-planning process, Public 
Works staff and I have scheduled a meet-
ing for Monday, September 17, at 7 p.m. 
at RiverVillage, 2919 Randolph St. N.E.  
This meeting will be a joint meeting of 
the Marshall Terrace and Columbia Park 
neighborhood associations.  It will be the 
Ăvwx mr e wivmiw sj gsqqyrmx} qiixmrkw xs 
kexliv }syv gsqqirxw erh xs lipt hiĂri 
what will ultimately be built. Your input is 
very important to the project.

St Anthony Parkway Bridge to Be Replaced



The Minneapolis Park & Recreation 
Board (MPRB) will begin construc-
tion along St. Anthony Parkway bike 
trails in August 2007. The existing 
32-year old bike trails between the 
Camden Bridge (at 37th Ave. NE) 
and Ulysses St. NE will be replaced. 
The sidewalk on the north side of 
the Parkway between Ulysses and 
Stinson Parkway will be removed in 
order for a 10-foot bike path to be 
installed. The sidewalk on the south 
side of the Parkway will not be af-
fected by construction. This 3.3 mile 
project is expected to be completed 
in November 2007, construction 
schedule and weather permitting. 
Sections of the bike trails will be 
closed for use during this time; 
separate pedestrian pathways will 
remain open. During construction, 
xvejĂg qe} fi xiqtsvevmp} wps{ sr 
the Parkway though no road clo-
sures are anticipated. Bicyclists are 

irgsyvekih xs Ărh epxivrexi vsyxiw0 
use the Parkway road (and appropri-
exi xvejĂg filezmsv-0 sv {epo xlimv 
bikes on the pedestrian path. 
Over the last 10 years, the MPRB 
has repaved aging and deteriorating 
bicycle trails on the Grand Rounds 
regional trail system as funding has 
become available. This project is es-
timated to cost approximately $1.15 
million. Full funding is provided 
through Metropolitan Council park 
funds and Federal TEA-21 transpor-
tation funds. 
Trail reconstruction is consistent 
with the St. Anthony Parkway Mas-
ter Plan. A total of six neighborhood 
informational meetings, comment 
meetings, and a Park Board public 
hearing were held between March 
2005 and June 2006 for the Master 
Tper2 Gsqqyrmx} mrtyx {ew wtigmĂ-
cally invited from residents on all 
sides of the Parkway within 600 

feet. In addition, meetings were 
advertised in neighborhood papers 
to solicit input from community 
members. The St. Anthony Master 
Plan was approved by Park Board 
Commissioners in August 2006 and 
the Metropolitan Council in Septem-
ber of the same year. Future projects 
mhirxmĂih mr xli Qewxiv Tper qe} 
include new rest stops, bike racks, 
picnic tables, and kiosks.  
St. Anthony Parkway is part of the 
Northeast District of the nationally-
recognized Grand Rounds Scenic 
Byway system. Encompassing more 
than 50 miles of parkway, bicycle 
and pedestrian trails the Grand 
Rounds offer a picturesque tour of 
Minneapolis. For more information, 
visit the Minneapolis Park & Recre-
ation Board website at  
www.minneapolisparks.org.

St. Anthony Parkway Bike Trail Construction to Begin

The Minneapolis Bike Tour, a fam-
ily friendly event, will take place 
Sunday, September 16, 2007. Partici-
pants must begin The Tour between 
7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. The Tour 
will offer 41- and 15-mile routes 
through Minneapolis’ Grand Rounds 
Scenic Byway System and will 
conclude with a post party featuring 
exhibits, family entertainment, food 
and merchandise.

Both courses will begin and end at 
the Parade Field in Minneapolis. The 
long course will span the entire sce-
nic Grand Rounds Byway System, 
touching upon several Minneapolis 
lakes, and traveling along the Mis-
sissippi River and Minnehaha Creek, 
Minneapolis park system, while the 
short course offers a circuit around 
Lake of the Isles, Lake Calhoun and 
Lake Harriet.

The Minneapolis Bike Tour is pre-
sented by the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board and sponsored by 

Haberman & Associates, Erik’s 

Bike Shops, Chippewa Spring Water, 
City Pages and Clear Channel.
REGISTRATION
Early registration runs through Aug. 
31 – $30 per adult/$10 per child 
age 5-12/free for children age 4 and 
under/$70 per family
Late registration starts Sept. 1 and 
runs through the morning of the 
event – $40 per adult/$12 per child 
age 5-12/free for children age 4 and 
under/$80 per family
For additional information or to 
register, visit  
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
email 
information@minneapolisbiketour.
com
or phone 612.230.6400. 

VOLUNTEERS
Many volunteer opportunities are 
available, from preparing registration
packets prior to the event to clean-
ing up at the end of the day.

For additional information, to regis-
ter or volunteer, visit
www.minneapolisbiketour.com, 
email information@minneapolisbike-
tour.com
or phone 612.230.6400.

Minneapolis Bike Tour

FYI - crime statistics
Information on crime in Northeast 
Minneapolis is available by email 
from the Northeast Citizen Patrol. 
To subscribe, contact info@nepatrol.
org
Remember to watch out for your 
neighbor and neighborhood. Call 
911 anytime something or someone 
arouses your suspicion. If you would 
like to walk with the NECP apply 
here: www.NECPreports.org If you 
would like to volunteer in another 
way, just send a message to NECP 
president John Schulte: john@nepa-
trol.org
Or contact by mail: NECP, PO Box 
18619, Minneapolis, MN 554182




