
 

First Quarter 2012 

Jan -  March 

 

Boundaries 
Bagley Community Council, Inc., is 

bounded by West Outer Drive (north), 

McNichols (south), Livernois (east), 

and Wyoming (west) 

Contact Us 

P.O Box 21363  
Detroit, MI 48221 
Voice Mail 313-927-2674 
http://bagleycommunity.blogspot.com/  
bagleycommunity@facebook/detroit 
 

Bagley Community Council Inc, 

General Meeting 
Every third Saturday 10 am — noon 
except July and August. 
12th Police Precinct Community Room  
1441 W. 7 Mile Rd 

 

Bagley Community Council Inc, 

Annual Meeting 
February 18, 2011—10am 
12th Police Precinct Community Room  
1441 W. 7 Mile Rd 

 

Recycling @ Palmer Park (pool lot) 
Every third Saturday  8 am until noon 
Paper, plastic, card board, metal, 
styrofoam, batteries 

Property Tax Assessment Now is the Time File an Appeal 
 

Tax assessment: what you need to know! 
 
When Should I Appeal my Property’s Assessed Value? 
 
Dates are important when contesting a property assessment.  
You should receive the notice of assessment in January from 
your local assessing authority. It should contain new valua-
tions for the State Equalized Value (S.E.V) and Taxable Val-
ues for your residence or commercial real estate.  The assess-
ment notice will also have information on how to appeal the 
assessment.  Cities’ and townships’ Boards of Review meet in 
March.  Carefully review the assessment notice as most dates 
of Boards of Review are right on the assessment notice. The 
Assessor’s office will also have Board of Review meeting 
dates.  Once the Board of Review adjourns, the taxpayer can-
not further appeal its assessment value for the year unless they 
made an appearance before the Board of Review.  
 
Note: Detroit is an exception to the March timetable because it 
adds an additional level to the review/appeal process.  The 
Board of Assessors Review meets in the first two weeks of 
February. In order to appear before the Board of Review, the 
property owner must meet first with an appraiser at the Board 
of Assessors Review.  Detroiters who do not agree with the 
conclusion of the Board of Assessors Review decision may 
then appeal to the Board of Review in March as in other Mich-
igan communities.   
 

Assessment Review Dates 
 
Board of Assessors Review, Detroit:  Assessment rolls are 
open for inspection February 1-15. An appeal of property val-
ues must be made during this time in order to later appear at 
the Board of Review.  Begins the Friday following the first 
Monday in March (March 9, 2012) and ends the first Monday 
in April (April 2, 2012).  
 
Homestead Exemption Affidavits must be filed by May 1st 
each year. 
 
Personal Property Statements must be filed not later than Feb-
ruary 20. 
 
Michigan Tax Tribunal (requires appeal to Board of Review) 
Appeals must be filed by June 30, 2012. 
 
July Board of Review - Tuesday following the third Monday 
in July 
December Board of Review - Tuesday following the second Mon-
day in December 
 
Continue on page 2 

Bagley Community Council 

Unifier Newsletter   
   

http://bagleycommunity.blogspot.com/  



Community Access Center 

(Neighborhood City Hall) 

19180 Grand River 

Between Warwick and Outer Drive 

 
Services Provided 

 
⇒ Engage Residents with Organizing Block Clubs 

and Community Group (see page 7) 

⇒ Strengthen existing Block Clubs, Community 

Groups and Business Organizations 
⇒ Engage Business with Organizing Local Business 

Organizations 
⇒ Organize Volunteers for Annual Spring Clean-Up 
⇒ Organize Volunteers for Angels’ Night Volunteer 

Campaign 
⇒ Provide City of Detroit Employment Information 

and Applications 
⇒ Multi-Cultural Affairs 
⇒ Assist with City of Detroit Department Communi-

ty Concerns 
⇒ Host site for the Cities of Promise and the I Be-

lieve in Detroit campaign 
⇒ Outreach to the Faith Based Community 
⇒ Free Bus Schedules and Information Brochures 
⇒ Free Zoo Tickets for Low Income and Disabled 

Detroiters (ID required) 
⇒ Notary Public Services - $5.00 (Free for Seniors 

65 and older; All documents must be originals 
⇒ Don’t notarize “Quit Claim Deeds or Wills 
⇒ Don’t notarize any document that has be altered 
⇒ Administer Citizens Radio Patrol Program 
⇒ Sell D-DOT Student Bus Cards (K-12 with proof 

of current enrollment - $2.00) 
⇒ Sell D-DOT Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, and 

Regional Bus Cards ($14 - $49.50) 
⇒ Process Disabled Citizen Bus Cards with Medicare 

Card - $1.00 
⇒ Process Senior Citizen Bus Cards (65 and older) - 

$1.00 
⇒ Sell Dog Licenses - $10 neutered and $15 non-

neutered 
⇒ Register City of Detroit Residents to Vote 
 

Continued from page 1 

How to Appeal Your Tax Assessment 
 
In order to prepare an effective real property tax 
assessment appeal, an owner must find other like-
kind properties whose tax valuations are less than 
their own.  Finding recent arms length sales of 
properties whose values are lower than the prop-
erty owners’ is also key.  The Assessing official 
must also take into account any item which di-
rectly results in a lower property valuation, in-
cluding, but not limited to: appraisals showing 
lower value than assessment, structural defects of 
the property, fire damage, loss of value such as 
torn down garage or flooded finished basement, 
police reports of crime in neighborhood, bounda-
ry or easement issues negatively affecting value 
or any other item negatively affecting value.  
 
Again, to appear before the Board of Review, an 
appeal must be made during the February Asses-
sors Review, February 1st - 15th. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the Board of Asses-
sor’s Review decision, you must send written 
notice to: 
 
Board of Review 
824 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
Detroit, MI 48226  
 
Notice must be received by the second Monday of 
March.  You will then receive an appointment to 
appear before the Board of Review. 
March Board of Review begins the Tuesday fol-
lowing the first Monday in March and ends the 
first Monday in April. 
 
Protest at the Board of Review is necessary to 
protect your right to further appeals to the Michi-
gan Tax Tribunal for valuation and exemption 
appeals, and/or State Tax Commission for classi-
fication appeals.  To appeal a decision of the 
Board of Review, you must write to: 
 
Michigan Tax Tribunal  
P.O. Box 30232 
Lansing, MI 48909  
 
Appeals must be received before July 31st of each 
year.  

Did you know that Wayne County Community College District offers senior citizens FREE tuition (must be 60 yrs + and live within 

WCCCD service area).  Call for more information at 313-496-2600 
 
Did you know you can advertise with the Bagley Unifer which reaches thousands of residents and businesses within our boundaries.  Ads 
must be proof-ready (MS Word).   Call 313-927-2674 or mail P.O. Box 21363, Detroit, MI 48221. 
 
Rates  One Issue 4 Issues (year) 
Full page  $300  $1120 
Half page $150  $560 
1/4 page  $75  $280 
1/8 page  $40  $140  



Important Contacts 
 

Community Access Centers     224-3450 
Concerns / Service Requests for Detroit Residents     311 or 224-INFO (4436) 
 
Detroit Fire Department      596-2900 
Detroit City Clerk’s Office     224-3270 
Detroit Health Department      876-4300 
Property Tax Information      224-3560 
Wayne County Clerk’s Office     224-6262 
Drug Activity Complaints     224-DOPE (3673) 
Building Complaints / Inspections (BSE)    224-2733 
Abandoned Homes Property Maintenance Complaints  224-4636 
Demolition of Vacant / Abandoned Building Info   628-2660 
Courville Replacement (DPW Central Accounting)   224-2930 
Home Inspections Vehicles to BSE     224-3154 
 Inoperable Vehicles on private property (backyards) 
Detroit H.U.D. Office      226-6280 
 Report H.U.D. houses in poor condition 
Planning & Development Department    224-3532 
 Block Grant Funds Information 
Recreation Shelter Rentals at Belle Isle    628-2081 
Handicap Sign Request (DPW Sign Shop)    628-2930 
Street Lights Out       224-4636 
Water & Sewerage Department (DWSD)    267-7401 
 
 
12th PRECINCT DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT (313) 596-1000 
In an emergency:  Call 911 or from a cell phone (313) 224-1212 
 
Narcotics:    (313) 596-1220 
Drug Activity:    (313) 224-DOPE (3673) 
Environmental Concerns:  (313) 596-1221 
Abandoned Vehicles:   (313) 596-1225 
 
Anonymous Crime Reporting 
Narcotic activity:   (313) 224-DOPE (3673) 
Illegal gun activity:   1-800-AFT-GUNS (1-800-238-4867) 
Crime Stoppers:    1-800-SPEAK UP (1-800-773-2587) 
 
Wayne County Prosecutors Office 
Community Prosecution Unit – 12th Precinct Representative (313) 468-4935  
 

Detroit Works Area 1 Update 
   

 As many of you know, our communi-
ty was selected as a “demonstration area” for a 
concentration of city services.  The first phase 
is for the city departments to assess the status 
of the community then begin to improve those 
services.  Focus has been on blight such code 
violations and safety such as lights.  You 
should expect to see more city employees 
within the community as these changes slowly 
start to take shape. 
  
 Many of your concerns have already 
been reported and are being tracked by both 
the city and your community leaders within 
the 12th Precinct Neighborhood Coalition.  
These concerns include abandoned vehicles, 
severely blighted homes; dangerously open 

homes near schools, illegal signs on poles, 
overgrown alley ways and much more.  Please 
submit your concerns at our monthly meetings 
so we can pass along to the city. Ideally we 
need a picture, address and specific details of 
the concern. 
  
 For vacant homes, please consider 
joining new group – vacant home task group; 
this work is working with other communities 
to identify vacant homes, determine the owner, 
and follow up to ensure the properly is regis-
tered with the city, taxes paid, property main-
tained and secured.  The process is already in 
place, we just need neighbors to help us identi-
fy the properties to follow up working with 
partners such as Community Legal Resources 
(CLR).  If interested, please contact Lee Gad-
dies (313-585-8440). 

 

 
 
 

2012 Bulk Trash Days—1 cubic yard can be collected at the curb by 7am the day of collec-
tion and not 24 hours before… 
Bulk Pick Up Dates 

South of Curtis 

⇒ January 25th 

⇒ April 23rd 

⇒ July 20th  

⇒ October 18th 

⇒  

North of Curtis 

⇒ January 4th 

⇒ April 2nd 

⇒ June 27th 

⇒ September 27th 



 Sagging Pants (Member Profile) 

By Essie L. Moore 
 

Mrs. Georgia Parker, an 88yr. old resident of the Bagley Community Council, on Cherrylawn Street, 
caught my eye as I contacted several neighbors regarding their attendance in the Bagley Community Council, 
membership committee.  She spoke with distinction and preciseness that attracts attention.  We talked about 
several subjects; including neighbors, vacant houses, and young people.  “Oh!  Young people and my favorite 

subject,” she stated.  “I love working with young people and even at my age, I love talking with them.”  She 
went on to share with me her interaction with a young man who appeared to be in his early teens.  “I was at 
Popeye’s Chicken.”  She noticed that “his pants were hanging almost to the ground.”  They looked at each oth-
er and he commented.  “Mama would you like to pull my pants up?  She answered, “no, but I would like to 
talk to you about how you are destroying your body.”  He stopped and looked puzzled.  She continued, “When 
you were born, you were meant to walk upright. When someone taught you to walk, you walked with a g—a—
i—t.  When you developed that gait, you walked straight and tall and you looked good and handsome.  But 
when you wear your pants sagging below you waist, it changes your walking style and gait.  Your knees are 
bent to hold your pants up.  When you are rocking back and forth, from side to side, your hip joints, ball and 
socket, wear and cause your spine to be out of alignment.”  She continued, “When you get to be my age 
(88yrs.) you’re really be in trouble, both knees and hip joints are out of place.  What you want to do is to look 
good like our President.  He glides on stage, good posture, and handsome.  You must straighten up and take 
care of your body.” 

Another young man with the same wearing my-pants-philosophy, at her church, changed his ways and 
began wearing a belt.  He glides like our President and is glad about it, she added. 

Ms. Parker was a LPN, went back to school and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Science at Si-
ena Heights University in Adrian, Michigan, at 62. She taught students from Highland Park, MI. hand on sur-
gical nursing at Detroit Metropolitan Hospital in the 60’s.  She retired in 1983. 

To young people, she sends the message to never stop learning, think for yourself, and don’t broadcast 
it, just do it! 

      “HOME ANTI-BURGLARY” WORKSHOP”  

       “COME OUT AND GET SOME TIPS ON HOW TO PROTECT YOUR HOME AND YOUR SELF”  

                                                                           WITH 

INVESTIGATOR BRIAN FOUNTAIN, DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT 

                      SPONSORED BY NEIGHBOR HOOD BUSINESS, AND 

  THE ROSELAWN CURTIS – 7MILE BLOCKCLUB 
            THURSDAY JANUARY 19TH 2012 6:00 PM 

        AT THE MESSIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 

              W 7 MILE AT GREENLAWN 
OFFICER SHIRLEY BLEDSOE: OF THE 12TH PRECIENT COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

MR KINSEY:    NEIGHBORHOOD CITY HALL, COMMUNITY ACCESS CENTER 

COME GET INFORMATION ON HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUR BLOCKS 

                           “FREE TO THE PUBLIC” 
WE ALONG WITH THE BAGLEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO RE-

ESTABLISH OUR COMMUNITIES AS WE RE-GROW THE CITY OF DETROIT. 

FOR MORE INFO, KEN DAVIS   313-460-0343           DEBRA MC BRIDE   313-647-7873 

                                 DOOR PRIZES                     REFRESHMENTS 



A Service Of Memory 

Celebrating The Life Of 

Donald Ray Davis 

 
Mr. Davis was a member of Bagley Community Council. He made his spiritual transition to Jesus on Sunday, 
November 6, 2011. He served in the Membership Committee and CB Patrol.  He was a social worker, adminis-
trator, community organizer, i.e. Youth Corps, University Year For Action; Assistant Director, Kirwood Men-

tal Health Agency, Pontiac; Detroit Health Dept., Drug Treatment Program, and taught at Marygrove College. 

He spent his last years at Providence Hospital in private practice.  
 
In l966 he married Janet Ruth Dunston and from this union was born four sons. While serving as a scout lead-
er, he was a mentor for every person in the neighborhood, captain of  Cherrylawn Block Club, and a member 
of every social working committee in the state. He was a wonderful and caring husband, father, grandfather, 
uncle, cousin, nephew, and friend. 
 
After combating high blood pressure, triple by-pass surgery, colon cancer and diabetes, He laid his burdens 
down. He did not suffer; he did not feel pain. He was simply an old warrior, a people’s champion, who is now 

gone to do something he could not do here, rest and retire. 
 
He leaves to cherish his spirit: his wife, Janet; sons, Mark (Dena), Kurt, Todd, and Scott; five grandchildren: 

Elise, Raina, Rian, Taylor, and Scotlyn; Uncle Milton Moore (Mable)  and a host of sisters-in-law, brothers-in-
law, nieces and nephews, cousins and friends. Mr. Davis, you will be greatly missed. 
The Membership Committee 

Clean Neighborhood 

Property Maintenance & Code Education 

 
Dear Resident, Property Owner or Renter:  Occupants of a dwelling unit are responsible for keeping the dwelling 
unit or premises in a clean, habitable, sanitary, and safe condition following city code.  Within a reasonable amount 
of time, please attend to following item(s). 

-Grass height exceeds 8” 
-Right of way not cleared 
-Yard waste must be in paper bags 
-Trash cans can’t be out before 6PM,before pickup day 
- Trash cans in by 9PM on pickup day 
- Bulk trash not to exceed one cubic yard 
- Street drains cleared of debris 
- Alley cleaned and maintained 
- Unlicensed or inoperable vehicle on property street 
- Pet waste not removed 
- Accumulated debris attracts rodents 
- Habitually barking dog 
- Car/house alarm sounding for more than one hour 
- Grilling within 10 feet of structure is fire hazard 
- Basketball hoop in the street 

       - Rental & vacant property must be registered with the City 
 
The number to report violations: 313-224-4636.  Failure to comply will result in an issuance of a Blight Violation Notice 
and fines/fees ranging from $100-$10,000 per violation plus State Justice Assessment, a City administrative fee and the 
cost incurred by the City of Detroit for abatement. Blight Violation Notices will be heard at the City of Detroit Depart-
ment of Administrative Hearings, Coleman A. Young Municipal Center, 2 Woodward Avenue, Ste 1004.  



Putting the Neighbor Back in the Hood 

Membership Committee Overview 2011 

Bagley Community Council Membership Committee is moving right along. Our vision is to know who we are 
and to operate in a climate of social justice and political power in a vital community. Our strategic planning 
session held, August 29, 2011, was geared toward helping us develop direction for the future and helping us 
get there. We continue to develop a clear and precise understanding of internal and external factors which im-
pact the planning process. i.e. lack of communication among Board and members, lack of resources, etc. Exter-
nal factors include public policy, contribution from businesses, corporations, and media. Additional elements 
of an effective strategic plan include effective ways to check progress, etc. 
 
Our retreat “Plan A” was voted down in favor of “Plan B” which is to plan an all day session at a site near 
home to enhance easy access and availability. The goal of the retreat is for Board members and significant oth-
ers to get to know one another, understand roles and responsibilities; to identify and articulate organizational 

philosophy, vision, needs, and to make a commitment to Board improvement. This plan is to be implemented 
in 2012. 
 
Our committee conducted a neighborhood survey of the residents in the Bagley Community Council area. 
Trends from the 1960s to the present shows that homeownership and population have changed, from the elder-
ly to a rising number of renters and vacant homes. Income, lack of city and community services, upkeep, lower 
pride and values, lack of  businesses in the area are major concerns. 
 
Public policy issues resulting from the survey include the need for a Bagley Hospitality Committee designed to 
welcome new neighbors, provide a packet of information about resources, and to serve as a support and contact 
system representing Bagley. 
 
Another component of our strategic planning process is the implementation of a New Member Orientation Pro-
gram. This New Member Orientation Program teaches new members about BCC, engages them in activities, 
and welcomes them to BCC. This formal orientation plays a vital role in helping new members internalize 
what it means to be a Bagley Community Council member. 
 
Potential programs for the future vision of Bagley Community Council is more youth programs, i.e. education-
al, broadcasting, governance - full citizen involvement and more residents investing in their community. 
 
Our future plan is that the Board understands all of it responsibilities and is actively involved in recruiting new 
members, setting policy, and fundraising. Our vision is transitioning into a community that utilizes our gifts 
and talents - members working together. 
Essie L. Moore, Writer 
Membership Committee 

Visit one of Detroit’s music jewels right here in our community!! 
Baker's Keyboard Lounge 20510 Livernois Avenue,  
Detroit, MI 48221-1348 (313) 345-6300  
bakerskeyboardlounge.com  
 



 

Block Clubs 
 
Did you know Bagley Community Council, Inc was formed as a COALITION of block clubs?  The intent was to ensure 
each and every block within our boundaries had a collective voice with City Hall to resolve concerns and ensure ser-
vices were provided to our residents 
 
Did you know by knowing your neighbors, watching out for each other and reporting suspicious behavior to the police 
or calling City departments to correct violations or poor service, you already are acting as a Block Club? 
 
For 2012, we are asking each block to know their neighbors, organize and utilize Bagley as your resource for help with 
a block watch, vacant homes, scholarships for our youth, and share the newsletter for information. 
 
Please consider sending one neighbor from your block to our monthly meetings to obtain information from the City, 
County and State governments, learn tips & tricks for keeping your block safe and if you have an issue, share it, as 
someone might have experienced the same issue and have a resolution that work! 
 
Your $35 annual Block Club membership fee with Bagley ensures we can make sure we have folks @ City Hall for 
Zoning issues, continue to provide Neighborhood Opportunity Fund (NOF) grants to low income families for small 
home repair, provide scholarships to our youth for college and print the newsletter to disseminate information back to 
the blocks.  
 
More Information to organize a block club: 

 
(1)  City of Detroit 
http://www.detroitmi.gov/DepartmentsandAgencies/NeighborhoodCityHalls/NCHServices/
CommunityGroupsBlockClubs.aspx 
 
(2)  City of Detroit: Resident Information  
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Residents/tabid/56/Default.aspx  
 
(3) City of Detroit Community Access Centers 
Northwest District 
19180 Grand River, 48223 
Office: (313) 870-0649 
Fax: (313) 935-4433 
TTY: 311 or (313) 224-INFO  

LOWER PROPERTY TAXES TODAY!!!   

 

⇒ Professional assistance available to lower property taxes  & reduce your tax assessment. 
⇒ Quality for paying No property taxes in 2012 with  a Hardship Exemption 
⇒ Avoid property tax foreclosure Now!!!  
 
We are working with Bagley Community Council to offer property tax support for this complex process. $100 will pro-
vide all the details to ensure your 2012 property tax assessment notice is reviewed, appealed if warranted and hopefully, 
adjusted to a lower Tax Rate. 
 
Call 888.538.5310 for more details or send an email to info@scottobrianandrice.com    



 
·  Bagley Community Council, Inc. 

·  PO Box 21363, Detroit, 48221 

·  313.927.2674 

·  bagleycommunitycouncil@yahoo.com 

·  bagleycommunity.blogspot.com 

 
Bagley Community Council, Inc. 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 Please Print  Date ___________ 
 
Circle One  

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.  First Name _______________ MI ________ Last Name __________________________ 
 

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.  First Name _______________MI _________Last Name __________________________ 
 

 Address ________________________________________________ 
 

 Phone (home) ______________________ (cell) ________________ 
 

 Email __________________________________________________  
 

         Annual Membership Dues are tax-deductible and effective January 2012 through December 2012 
 

 Tax-Deductible Membership Type: � New � Renewal          
 

  � $20 Family or Individual 
  � $25 Block Club 
  � $35 Business 
 

 Additional Tax-Deductible Donation: $ ________________ 
 

 Please indicate your areas of interest. 

  � Attend monthly Bagley Community Council meetings 
  (3rd Saturday of each month from 10 am-noon at 12th Police Precinct, no meetings in July or August) 
  � Block Captain (pass along Bagley community information to people on your block) 
  � Citizen’s Band Radio Patrol  � Vacant Home Committee 
  � Deliver newsletter   � Website/Internet Assistance  
  � Environmental Committee  � Write article for the newsletter   
  � Fundraising Committee  � Other talents or interests (specify)   
  
  � Fundraising Committee 
  � Membership Committee  __________________________________ 
  � Student Scholarship Committee           
 

 Make check or money orders payable to:  Bagley Community Council, Inc. 

 Mail to: 
 Bagley Community Council, Inc. 
 PO Box 21363 
 Detroit, MI 48221 
        Thank you for your support! 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Attention Graduating High School Seniors! 

 The 2012 Bagley Community Council Scholarship will be awarded in June, 2012. 

 Application Deadline: May 1, 2012.  Call 313.927.2674 for more information. 


