
April, 2011 

EDHA  
NEIGHBORHOOD 

MEETING 

Monday,  

April 11th, 
 7:00 PM 

AT THE  
CLUBHOUSE 

Please join us! 

Deadline for  
May Sunburst: 

April 15th 
 

Sunburst Email Address: 
EDHASunburst@satx.rr.com 

 
Contributions Welcome!! 

We need your 
Maintenance Fees now! 

Remember that the 
membership year runs 
from May 1-April 30. 

 
We stretch every dollar  

‘til it hurts! 

 

THE CLUBHOUSE IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

PRIVATE PARTIES!!! 
 

Only $150.00 for 
EDHA members & 

$250.00 for 
non-members 

 

Call Roslyn Harding 
385-9007 

Look for us on the web at: 
http://neighborhoodlink.com/El_Dorado/home 

Find EDHA on Facebook! 

El Dorado Homes Association 

The Legendary land of wealth and happiness 

DIAL-A-TRAILER 

Saturday, April 9, 2011,  8:30am-1:00pm @  Linda Colonia cul-de-sac 

This is your opportunity to dispose of brush and/or bulky trash 

items. No hazardous materials will be accepted. 

LAKE CLEAN UP DATES 

Saturday, April 2, 8:30am-1:00pm 

Saturday, April 9, 8:30am-1:00pm 
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EDHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT RICH TAYLOR 415-3814 

VICE-PRESIDENT REINETTE ALECOZAY 241-2683 

SECRETARY LOLA OLSMITH 657-0086 

TREASURER DON MALIK 655-5453 

PARLIAMENTARIAN   

AREA I MIKE DICKEY 599-3812 

AREA II TRACY JACOBSEN 590-6989 

AREA III REINETTE ALECOZAY 241-2683 

AREA IV KELLY ADAME 846-7777 

AREA V WIL PORTIS 650-3629 

AREA VI CONRAD BOECK 653-3633 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

CLUBHOUSE ROSLYN HARDING 385-9007 

CODE COMPLIANCE RENEE RICHNO 884-2114 

C.O.P. JERALD HOOD 654-0004 

LAKE ANN CALDWELL 946-6468 

GROUNDS   

SIGN DIRECTOR MARGARET TIMM 657-2329 

MAINTENANCE FEE  LOLA OLSMITH 657-0086 

POOL LINDA GARRIS 653-0997 

SOCIAL   

WELCOME WAGON   

Know an El Dorado resident who has 
gone above and beyond?  Nominate 
them for recognition in our regular 

column,  
“Hats Off To…” 

 
Contact the editor or any EDHA 

Board Member with your nominations! 

In This Issue: 
 

President’s Notes……………............……Page 3 

Your Street………………………..………….Page 4 

Easter Egg Hunt……………………….…...Page 6 

Hats Off………………………………………..Page 6 

Classified Ads………...…..….........……...Page 7 

Pool/Lake Reports…………………..……..Page 8 

Membership List…………………………….Page 9 

EDHA Calendar…………………..………...Page 11 

Exemplary Homes 2011………..………..Page 11 

Tree Rebates…………………………...….Page 12 

Thousand Oaks Library….…...…....…..Page 13 

Kids’ Korner………………………………..Page 14 

El Dorado Map……….………….………...Page 15 

Membership Information…………...Back Cover 

Attention dog walkers! 

Please scoop the poop! 

El Dorado Babysitter 

Brooke, 16 

Call for availability 

241-8485 
If you would like a free listing in the 

Sunburst as a babysitter, call the 

Sunburst editor at 655-9594 or email 

y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o : 

EDHASunburst@satx.rr.com. 
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p  resident’s Notes  
By Rich Taylor 

A Word from the Vice President 

   By Reinette Alecozay 

 

HALLELUJAH!  It’s SPRING!!!! 

 

It’s time for fun in the sun and activities around the 

pool, yard and garden!  More exciting yet, soon it 

will be time for the Exemplary Homes Contest, so 

let’s all get our curb appeal up!  See Eric Meyer’s 

article in this Sunburst for details on the Contest. 

 

I consider it such an honor and a privilege to live in 

El Dorado.  In the 1970’s I worked at Seligmann 

and Pyle Consulting Engineers with Marco Mendez, 

the draftsman who designed the blueprint for El 

Dorado.  Marco was understandably very proud of 
his work.  After all, a Paseo and a park with a lake 

make this a rather unique neighborhood.  That was 

years before my mother moved to this 

neighborhood in 1978.  She found a very special 

place to live, indeed.  But more important than the 

physical beauty of El Dorado is the genuine 

camaraderie among our neighbors.  Since moving 

here in 2009, I’ve found our neighborhood a quiet, 

attractive place to enjoy family and friends, to walk 

or bicycle, to swim and to enjoy friendships with 

some of the best neighbors I’ve ever had in my life.  

I don’t know about you, but I feel very loved in El 

Dorado!  There is a sense of community here I 

didn’t find living in other parts of San Antonio.  I 

see my neighbors pulling together for a common 
cause to keep our neighborhood safe and attractive.  

One thing I love about El Dorado is people care 

about each other and help each other.  We watch out 

for one another. 

 

Thanks for being a good neighbor!!! 

 

Have you mailed in your El Dorado Homes 

Association Dues?  Please use the form on the back 

of this issue and mail your 2011 fee right away to 

keep our clubhouse, pool, park, the Paseo, and 

common areas maintained properly.  You’ll be so 

glad you did! 

SUNBURST STAFF 

EDITOR JAMIE GIFFORD 655-9594 

 

DISTRIBUTION SHIRLEY STEPHENS 654-4758 

 MARY BROOKS 653-0474 

 

ADVERTISING BOB HOGUE 656-6849 

SUNBURST  
  EMAIL 

EDHASUNBURST 
@SATX.RR.COM 

 

THE SUNBURST IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY (SEP-JUN) 
BY THE EL DORADO HOMES ASSOCIATION TO PROVIDE 
COMMUNICATION TO ALL HOMES IN THE EL DORADO 
SUBDIVISION.  THE STAFF ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS AND 
THE PAPER SUPPORTS ITSELF THROUGH ADVERTISING.  
MAILING ADDRESS:  12606 PRIMA VISTA, 78233. 

 

LOOK FOR 

EDHA ONLINE! 

http://neighborhoodlink.com/El_Dorado/home 

You can also connect with us on  

Facebook! 
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 Brakes 

 Clutches 

 CV Joints 

 Rear Ends 

 Tune-ups 

 

 Transmissions 
 A/C Conversions 

 Engine Overhauls 

 Engine Diagnostic 

 Suspensions 
 

 

 A/C Work 

 Fuel Injection 

 Oil Changes 

 CV-Axles 

 Electrical 

10% Discount With This Ad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR St 

Casa Loma: 

House on the Hill 
El Cajon: 

The Drawer 
El Largo: 

Long 
El Arroyo: 

The Brook 
La Lira: 

The Poem 

Ever wonder how the street 

names in El Dorado translate  

to English?   

~Contributed by Carol C. 

Think EDHA could do more? 

 

YOU’RE RIGHT! 

 

Pay your dues! 

Get involved! 

Israel’s 

Income Tax and  

Bookkeeping Services 
 

Individual Tax Returns                               IRS Audits 

Sole Proprietor                                        IRS Problems 

Corporate Tax Returns                    Delinquent Filing 

Partnership Tax Returns       Installment Agreements 

Employment Tax Returns        Offers in Compromise 

Non-Profit Organization Tax Returns        IRS Liens 

 

International Tax Returns 

NO TAX RETURN IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

ELECTRONIC FILING 

 

ISRAEL V. GARCIA, Enrolled Agent 
(Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service) 

 

I am a retired Internal Revenue Agent 

(Field Auditor/International Examiner) 
 

13327 Nacogdoches, Suite 4       Phone 210-599-8133 

San Antonio, Texas  78233             Fax 210-590-0383 

FIND OUT 
What’s Your Home Worth?   

Go To 
www.FreeHomeValuesinSanAntonio.com 

You might be surprised!   

It’s Easy!  It’s Fast!  It’s Free! 

http://www.FreeHomeValuesinSanAntonio.com
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District 10 Councilman  
John Clamp 

 
City Hall Office 

P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, TX 78283  

210-207-7276  
Constituent Office 

3300 Nacogdoches Rd, Ste. 108 
San Antonio, TX 78217 

210-824-7355 
 
Go to John Clamp’s section of the 
City of San Antonio portal to sign 

up for helpful and informative email 
newsletters from your Councilman. 

 
http://www.sanantonio.gov/Council/

d10/index.asp 

 

 30 Years Professional Experience 

 
EDHA and your El Dorado 

Sunburst are looking for someone 

to take over as Sunburst Editor 

next season, which begins with the 

September 2011 issue. There is 

plenty of time between now and 

then to learn the ropes! Please 

contact Jamie Gifford or any 

EDHA Board member if you or 

someone you know is interested. 

Thanks! 

 Kari K. Whitaker, GRI 

210.744.5697 mobile 

Kari@KariWhitaker.com 

www.KariWhitaker.com 

El Dorado Resident since 2003. 
 

 

   Tony Burris, Agent 
13511 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX  78217-1275 
Bus: 210-656-4081   
Fax: 210-590-7223 

www.tonyburris.com 

 
 

24 hour Good Neighbor Service 
State Farm® 

Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 
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For going above and beyond her 

responsibilities as Pool Manager to 

ensure that the Lake receives proper 

attention. 

Thank you, Linda! 

Hats Off To... 

Linda Garris 

Less than 33%  

of our Neighbors pay 

100% of the costs of 

upkeep and Improvements 

to El Dorado.   

Have you paid your fair 

share? 

EASTER EGG 

HUNT 

Saturday, April 23rd  

El Dorado Club House 

Anyone interested in 

assisting or bringing 

refreshments for the kids 

should call or email  

Janelle Barger at 599-7449 

or janellebarger@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

HOUSE CLEANING PLUS — 

Eighteen years house cleaning 

experience. $60.00 one story. 

Limited openings. Neighborhood 

references. Lavonne Branham 646-

0258. 
 

HONEY DO’S AND MORE — Let 

me help you with any project. 

Ceiling fans, wallpaper, decks, 

fences, painting…Very reasonable. 

Call Rick at 789-0567. 

 

MARY KAY INDEPENDENT 

BEAUTY CONSULTANT PAM 

SMITH, phone 656-5426, email 
pamelasmith@marykay.com, or 

s h o p  o n l i n e  2 4 / 7  a t 

w w w . m a r y k a y . c o m /

pamelasmith.  El Dorado resident 

since 1973 and EDHA supporter. 
 
Classified ads and miscellaneous notices 

are available to El Dorado residents for 
$3.00 (approx. 25 words). Ads by students 
are free. Contact Jamie Gifford at 655-9594 

or EDHASunburst@satx.rr.com   
by the 15th of the month. 

 

Repair and  
Drain Service 

Prompt Professional 

Service 

Carmichael Plumbing Co. 
655-9749 

Steve Carmichael ● Licensed Master Plumber 

Condolences  
to the family of Howard Dean Stephens, who 

passed away on March 4, 2011. Dean and 

Shirley Stephens have been strong 

supporters of EDHA for many years. Shirley 

i s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  S u n b u r s t  

Distribution and Dean was a former EDHA 

Board member. As a team, Dean and Shirley 

have faithfully worked, mostly behind the 

scenes, and served our community willingly 

whenever called upon and sometimes when 

not. We will miss Dean’s smile and positive 

attitude. He was a credit to El Dorado as 

well as mankind.  

Thoughts to Ponder 
While it is perfectly legal to park your car on 

the curb, provided it is in the same direction as 

traffic, it probably isn’t always so smart. 

Perhaps if you are on a curve, or near an 

intersection, or directly behind a neighbor’s 

driveway, and there are many of all of these in 

El Dorado, you should avoid parking on the 

curb for obvious reasons.  

I’m just saying... 

http://www.marykay.com/pamelasmith
http://www.marykay.com/pamelasmith
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It’s Never Too Early  

To Send In Your 

Maintenance Fees! 

Information On  

Back Cover.  

Pool Report 
 

It is past that time of year again when 

pool prep begins. We got a head start 

last fall when a reinforcement team 

came up and trimmed trees and 

pulled limbs to the brush pile for pick

-up. Thanks a million to James 

Friesenhahn, Kelly Adame, Diego 

Adame, DanVigil and Don Malik for 

all your enthusiastic help. 

 

And then the holidays, winter and my 

procrastination got in the way of 

progress. Much work is still to be 

done. I don’t think the pool 

committee can get it finished without 

some help. A few strong back and 

willing minds are needed to meet our 

opening date on Memorial Day 

Weekend. Help me make it “happen.” 

  

Call 653-0997! 

 

Be aware  that a late fee has been 

instituted for pool memberships and/

or pool ID’s after June 7, 2011, so 

don’t procrastinate! The late fees are 

$15.00 and $10.00 respectively. 

 

Linda Garris, Pool Fool 

 

P.S. Watch for full pool schedule in 

next Sunburst. 

Never Ending 
 
Work at the lake is never ending and 

we are still playing “catch up.” Do 

you remember the article about the 

last work daty and all the work done 

by “No Ordinary Team?” I asked for 

“your” help, and I am still waiting! 

The phone number to call is 653-0997, 

 

A few have been working for a couple 

of weeks now and it shows. We have 

two major work days scheduled for: 

 

April 2, 8:30am-1:00pm 

April 9, 8:30am-1:00pm 

(coincides with Dial-A-Trailer) 

 

Signed, 

The Lake Instigator 

 

P.S. We desperately need chain saws 

(with operators attached), and pickup 

trucks and/or trailers (also with 

operators attached) for hauling. 

“Don't cry because it's over.  

Smile because it happened.”  

~ Dr. Seuss 
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Alexander, Sigmund & Virginia 
Arnold, Doug & Barbara 
Barnhill, Donal & Floris 
Bartels, Steven & Sharonlee 
Baumgartner, Jim & Shirley 
Benton, Frank & Jan Eklund 
Blair, Pat & Patricia 
Bost, Peggy 
Bruno, Pedro & Maggie DeNavejar 
Bruton, James 
Carlson, Inge 
Champion, Fred & Bonita Longoria 
Coe, Gary 
Connelly, Robert 
Crawford, Joseph David 
Dovale, Walter & Adeline 
Garrett, Lucas & Alia 
Garrett, Mike & Cynthia 
Garza, Luis & Julia 
Gates, Michael & Dagmar 
Gifford, Jamie & Jay Hudak 
Grabfelder, Tom & Rae 
Hickman, Don & Roberta 
Hogue, Robert 
Hood, Jerald & Barbara 
Howard, Will 
Johnson, Yvonne 
King, Donald & Carole 
Krafft, John & Jane 
Lanier, Joel 
Litzinger, Margie 
Malik, Don 

Mansolo, Clara & Andrew 
Mere, Dan & Joyce 
Michalski, John & Katherine 
Moore, Tom & Dedra 
O’Connor Family 
Olsmith, Ed & Lola 
Parker, Bob & Pauline 
Porter, Lea 
Prudich, Denice & Daniel 
Pryor, William 
Reuthinger, Steve & Lavada 
Rogers, Charles 
Rose, Kenneth & Annette Hagy-Rose 
Sampson, Gwendolyn 
Sanchez, Elia 
Schaffer, Kurt & Mary 
Schermerhorn, Charles & Dona 
Seale, Jeanine 
Solis, Armando & Anne 
Sotcheff, Jutta 
Stillman, Florence 
Stowell, Virginia 
Szurek, John & Garnet 
Taylor, Rich & Curtistine 
Timm, Margaret 
Tipton, Laura 
Tobias, Gordon & Rose Marie 
Tolar, Paul & Ilsa 
Wheeler, James & Judi 
Whitaker, Kari & Wade 
Williams, Gene & LouAnn 

2010 EDHA SUPPORTERS AS OF 3/15/2011 
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Pan Am Automotive 
Service You Can Trust for your Complete 

Automotive Repair, Tires & Batteries. 

 
 

Mgr:  Jay Estrada 

4159 Stahl Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

 
 

We have three ASE certified Mechanics 

qualified to give your car the very best care. 

 

 
Timing Belts, Starters, Alternators, Struts & Shocks, 

Water Pumps, State Inspections and more. 

 
 

Oil Change Special This Month $17.95 

210-650-5555 
FAX 210-637-5199 

 

Upscale Resale 

Men’s, Children’s, 

Women’s and 

Maternity Clothing 

Plus New Bridal and 

Formal Wear! 

10% off 
One day 

purchases in 

April 2011 
with coupon 
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El Dorado Homes Association Calendar 

2nd Monday 
3rd Monday 
4th Saturday  

Neighborhood Meeting 
COP Meeting 
Easter Egg Hunt 

April 

In 2007, the El Dorado Homes Association held the first ever Exemplary Homes Campaign as a way to 
recognize and thank those residents, both owners and renters, who help make El Dorado a nice place 
to live through payment of their annual association maintenance fees and by keeping a well 

maintained home and property. 
 
The guidelines for participation in the event are pretty simple:  just pay your annual association 
maintenance fees and keep up your property’s curb appeal by having nice landscaping and high 

maintenance standards. 
 
The campaign is divided into two phases, where 30 exemplary homes are chosen in May and 30 more 

are chosen in August.  Since many residents don’t pay their annual maintenance fees until summer, 
when the pool opens, May’s winners are limited to those residents who paid their maintenance fees 
in 2010 and August’s winners are limited to those who pay their fees for 2011.   
 

To determine which homes are awarded Exemplary Home status, the six neighborhood association 
area reps will nominate 8 to 10 homes in each of their respective areas.  Then an independent panel 
of judges, who do not live in El Dorado and who do not know last year’s winners, will score the 
nominees.  The scores will then be averaged and the 5 homes with the highest scores in each area 

will be given the title of Exemplary Home. 
 
The winners receive a temporary yard sign announcing their status as an Exemplary Home and also 

an invitation to the Exemplary Homes Party on September 17, from 6 to 8pm at the neighborhood 
clubhouse.   At the party, food and beverages will be served and all winners will have a shot at 
winning fabulous door prizes generously donated by the event’s sponsors.  Since 2007, we’ve given 
away nearly $8,000 in door prizes. 

 
Judging will take place the first week in May and again the first week in August.  All residents are 
encouraged to clean up and increase the curb appeal of their property.  Judges will be looking at the 

overall appearance of the homes and property.  In many cases, it’s the minor details which determine 
the winners.  Homes with deed, covenant, or code violations are automatically ineligible from 
participating.   
 

Please see the June issue of the Sunburst for the list of homes chosen in May.  I look forward to 
meeting all the winners at the party in September.  Good Luck. 

El Dorado Exemplary Homes Campaign 2011 
By Eric Meyer 

Email: info@aquafreelawns.com 

May 
1st Week 
2nd Monday 
3rd Monday 
3rd Monday 

Exemplary Homes Judging 
Neighborhood Meeting 
COP Meeting 
District 10 Neighborhood Alliance Meeting 
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Mr. Fix-It 
A MEMBER OF THE EL DORADO COMMUNITY 

Specializing in: 

Interior and exterior painting 
 Decks and Fences 
Door replacements 

Home repairs   
Carpentry     
Drywall repair 

Free Estimates   

967-0233 
 Ask for John 
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Property Owner Sidewalk Maintenance 

Responsibility 

 

Many Citizens assume that the City has 

the obligation to maintain all 

community sidewalks to keep them 

free from hazard and obstruction!  

However, City Ordinances require 

sidewalks to be maintained by property 

owners as an extension of their front 

yards. 

 

This includes: 

 

 Minimum sidewalk clear-width of 36” 

free “from any defects or hazards” 

or obstructions such as mailboxes, 

basketball hoops, parked cars, trash 

cans, shrubbery or fences.  (Code of 

Ordinances, City of San Antonio, 

Chapter 29, Article 1, Sec. 29-11) 

 

 Minimum clear-height of 80”, “keep 

all trees and shrubs on the premises 

well trimmed so they will not 

overhang the sidewalks or streets in 

such a manner as to interfere with 

f ree  passage.”   (Code of 

Ordinances, City of San Antonio, 

Chapter 29, Article 1, Sec. 29-10) 

 

 Maintain a smooth sidewalk rolling 

surface free “from any defects or 

hazards” such as large cracks, 

broken or upl i f ted s idewalk 

segments.  (Code of Ordinances, 

City of San Antonio, Chapter 29, 

Article 1, Sec. 29-11) 

 

 Citation and Fine of up to $500.00 

(Ordinance #96242) 

   

  

Thousand Oaks Branch Library 

April 2011 

4618 Thousand Oaks Dr. 

657-5205 

Hours of Operation 

Mon. & Wed. 12-8p 

Tue., Thurs.-Sun. 10a-6p 

 

April 4th (Monday)  

6:30 -7:30p Monday Evening Book Club.  

Discussion of the book In the Lake of the Woods  

by Tim O’Brien 

 

Wednesdays (April 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th) 

4:00p-5:00pTeens at Thousand Oaks 

Wii, Guitar Hero, RockBand, crafts, board games, 

movies, books and more.... grades 6 and up 

5:00p-6:30p Book-A-Holics Phenomenous Club 

Teen Advisory Group meetings, crafts, snacks  

and more…FUN!!!! 

 

Thursdays (April 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th) 

Story time 

10:00a Toddlers actively participate in stories, music 

and movement enhancing their social, emotional  

and language development.   

Recommended for children 18 to 36 months. 

11:00a Preschoolers enjoy stories and songs that 

develop early literacy skills and foster curiosity.   

Recommended for three to five year olds. 

 

 

TAX SEASON! 

VITA Program (Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance) offers free tax help to low- to moderate

-income people who cannot prepare their own tax 

returns. Certified volunteers will be here to help 

prepare basic tax returns. 

 

Tue 10-5, Thur 1-5, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-5,  

and Sun 11-4 

Last Day for VITA is April 17th  

 

 

Call library for details for any of the above 

mentioned programs and/or events. 
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Kids’ Korner 

April 22, 2011 
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2011 MAINTENANCE FEE INFORMATION 
 
 

Last Name: _________________________  First Name: ________________________ 
 

Spouse: ____________________________  Telephone: ________________________ 
 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Other household members at this address (Names/Ages): 
 

____________________________  ___________________________ 
   

____________________________  ___________________________ 
 

Full Maintenance/Pool Fee  $160.00  + LATE FEE ($15.00) AFTER JUNE 7, 2011 
General Maintenance Fee    $  85.00  
Partial Payment *                  $ _____  

 
*For General, $21.25 every 3 months (4 times a year) or $45.00/$40.00 split over 2 months 

*Full Fees may be split $80.00/$80.00 or $55.00/$55.00/$50.00, but must be paid in full prior to pool use. 
 

Please Return to: 
El Dorado Homes Association 

12606 Prima Vista 
San Antonio, TX  78233 

 

2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

 

Maintenance fees are the lifeblood of the El Dorado Homes Association.  They are 

the main source of the revenue required to keep our neighborhood safe, attractive 

and vibrant.  These fees pay for the many expenses that we have as a community, 

including, but not limited to the following: 

 

 Keeping the lake mowed and trash-free 

 Paying for insurance, utilities and taxes on the clubhouse, pool and common areas 

 Sponsoring social events and gatherings where neighbors can build relationships 

 Providing for upkeep of the common areas 

 Creating a unique atmosphere that shows a sense of pride in our community! 

 

We are fortunate to live in a neighborhood where the homes association is still 

active.  Because of our residents and the work of the EDHA, we have a beautiful 

community, a unique paseo and a fantastic pool.  We have an assortment of 

informational signage, which is kept current and relevant.  The Social Committee 

plans events all year for residents’ enjoyment, and the Cellular On Patrol program 

keeps plugging along in attempt to keep the neighborhood safe and crime-free. 


