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                We're Just Wild 
      About Our Neighborhood! 

All RESIDENTS and BUSINESSES of: all of LANTANA, RENO, AUBURN (4758-5160) DRIVES; all of ONTARIO, CASTLE, South side of UNIVERSITY 
(4749-4849), East side of EUCLID (3611-3889), ESTRELLA (3803-3857) AVENUES; DWIGHT (4759-4792), WIGHTMAN (4750-4871) STREETS. 

STATE OF THE DISTRICT 
On Wednesday, May 23, 2007, FCNA Board of Directors Members: Ms. 
Rosilyn Davis, Mr. Thomas Du and Association’s President, Jose Lo-
pez proudly attended Councilmember JIM MADAFFER’s State of the 
District address held at the beautiful College-Rolando Branch Library. 

 
[l-r] Rosylin Davis, Councilman JIM MADAFFER and Thomas Du 

 
Eloquent presentations were given by Ms. Jill Olen, Director of Home-

land Security, Fire Chief Tracy Jarman and Assistant Police Chief 
Davis Ramirez, and Ms. Andrea Tevling, City of San Diego Indepen-
dent Budget Analyst as well; all presentations preceded a thorough, 

accomplished and visionary State of the District by Mr. Madaffer. 

[l-r]  Jill Olen, Jim Madaffer, Tracy Jarman and David Ramirez 

POLICIES and GUIDELINES on 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

 

PREAMBLE: 
In order to form a better Nonprofit Organization and to EDUCATE and 
best SERVE the people and citizens of Fox Canyon living within the 

Association’s service area and to best comply and conform with 
governing Federal Laws, the Association’s President and the Board of 

Directors, with a motion and/or by resolution adopt and institute the 
following Policies and Guidelines on Political Activities. 

 
STATEMENT: 

To best improve the community, the residents and citizens within this 
neighborhood are always engaged in a continuous dialogue [with all 
those who do now, and those planning to represent us in the future] 

about the problem/resolution of issues and matters most important to 
this neighborhood.  Within Fox Canyon, the people are always looking 

to match the best qualified person [candidate] to best perform the 
available job [office] in an equal opportunity scrutiny.  The under-lying 
and constant question is how can job applicants [candidates] ask us 
to hire them into office [through our vote] and claim to represent us, 

if they don’t make the effort to meet our people, know our issues and 
experience the needs of this community?  If they don’t do all these, at 
the end, how can they claim to represent and legislate for us and with 
us in mind?  However, the answers to these questions are the direct 
domain of the citizens and for this organization to provide the vehicle 
for issue resolution and voter education, and voter education guides, 

previous to an election, only, under strict adherence to the law. 
 

RALPH M. BROWN ACT COMPLIANT 
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/pdf/nhextra/19620481

7/822929152/203938680.pdf  
 

This Nonprofit Organization is legislated by a BOARD of Directors 
and managed by a President with executive powers [strong Board, 
strong President System].  All of these representatives are elected by 
the Fox Canyon residents in publicly announced and held neighbor-
hood-wide elections, as per approved and registered BYLAWS.   
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/sandiego/foxcan/genp

age/271646448.html 
Since the people of Fox Canyon have created this organization, the 
people have requested for this organization to be Ralph M. Brown 

Act compliant. 
 

Continues on Page 2, see POLICIES 
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NEXT ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Tuesday, JUNE 12, 2007 @ 6:15 PM 

4380 Landis Street, Room 1&2 
(City Heights Park & Recreation Center) 

 
Proposed Agenda: 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS: 
Vision Plan 

 

COME and JOIN US! 
 

The BOARD of DIRECTORS meets  
Tuesday, June 26, 2007 @ 6:30 PM 

4380 Landis Street, Room 2 
 

The V-PAC meets Wednesday, JUNE 27 @ 6:30 PM. 
 

Fox Canyon Neighborhood Association, Inc.  
[A 501 (c)(3) Public Benefit and Social Welfare (www.IRS.gov 

“publication 78” listed) Nonprofit Corporation] 
4916 Lantana Drive, SD, CA 92105 

(619) 282-2788 
FoxCanyonN@aol.com and/or foxcanyonn@cox.net  

www.FoxCanyon.Org  Web-site 
 

POLICIES from page 1 
 
Brown Act §54950: “In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and 
declares that the public commissions, boards and councils and the other 
public agencies in this State exist to aid in the conduct of the people's 
business. It is the intent of the law that their actions be taken openly and 
that their deliberations be conducted openly.  The people of this State 
do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. The 
people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants the right 
to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not good for 
them to know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they 
may retain control over the instruments they have created. 
 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/sandiego/foxcan/genpage

/68921200.html  
The funding articles of this Corporation are: 

 
ARTICLE II  

This corporation is a nonprofit PUBLIC BENEFIT and SOCIAL 
WELFARE corporation and is NOT organized for the private gain of any 

person. It is organized under the Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law 
and for public benefit purposes. 

 
ARTICLE III 

The specific purpose of this corporation is to achieve its MISSION and 
VISION through the instruction and education of the neighborhood 
residents on subjects useful to individuals of the Fox Canyon community, 
such as activities related to lessen neighborhood tensions, canyon habitat 
preservation and conservation issues and efforts; and on City, County, 
State and Federal Ordinances, Laws and Regulations to combat urban 

decay, blight, crime and environmental deterioration, as well as, nuisance 
property abatement; and to set forth physical and social improvements; in 
addition, to organizing the residents of the neighborhood [service 
area] into an organization that will advance their civil, social rights 
and self governance with the partnership of all forms of government to 
bring forth improvement to Fox Canyon.  Furthermore, to do neighborhood 
maintenance such as clean ups, Graffiti Paint-over, property face-lifts, tree 
plantings and front lawn improvements. In addition, to encourage the 
neighbors to work side-by-side in improving the neighborhood in general, 
in a friendly and peaceful way to lessen neighborhood tensions. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
NO SUBSTANTIAL part of the activities of this corporation shall consist of 
carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation. 
The Corporation shall not participate or intervene in any political campaign 
(including the publishing or distribution of statements) on behalf of any 
candidate for public office. 
 

POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
1. Prospective Candidates - (previous to declaring candidacy) are 

always welcome to request agenda minutes and/or use the “Public 
Comment” section of the agenda [from any of this organization’s 
publicly noticed, announced and run meetings] to discuss any issue 
pertinent to the improvement and benefit of the Fox Canyon commu-
nity and as voter education.  However, statements such as: “I’m 
thinking”, “I’m exploring the possibility”, “If I run, will you vote for 
me?” and/or alike, will NOT be allowed to be included in the 
discussion, in any statement, at anytime, at all.  If a prospective 
candidate uses such statements, she/he will be asked to immediately 
stop and respectfully withdraw from the dialogue.  Prospective 
Candidates First Amendment Rights under-ride the rights of this 
organization to comply with the Law and protect its status.  

 
2. Declared Candidates – Once a prospective candidate has officially 

declared candidacy, such person will NOT be allowed the use of 
Public Comment and/or to request agenda minutes to discuss preva-
lent issues.  However, such person will be allowed and strongly 
encouraged, by right, to request the Board to organize a DEBATE in 
a public forum as voter education to which all other candidates 
[proponents/opponents] will be invited to participate; and to vacate a 
meeting to schedule such debate.  A neutral [a non-partisan-asso-
ciated person (association/campaign camp)] moderator will be 
appointed.  If all other available candidates decline, or do NOT attend 
the debate [show up], the only declared candidate will be allowed to 
proceed all alone, by him/herself.  After the debate and as closing 
comment, the candidate(s) can ask the audience to vote for him/her.  
Is strongly suggested that the Association is to keep such invitation 
emails/letters on record, for inspection, and/or if requested, at anytime, 
for no more than a year after such campaign, or election. 

 
3. Candidates Running for Re-election – All Elected Representatives, 

while in office, have the right to request agenda minutes and/or to be 
invited to participate in any meeting in which Fox Canyon issues are 
discussed.  However, as candidates running for re-election all such 
persons need to comply and abide with number 2. 

 
4. Campaigning – The President and all Board Members are forbidden 

to campaign on behalf of any candidate using the umbrella, using the 
connection, and using the name and on behalf of this “Fox Canyon 
Neighborhood Association”.  However, as individuals, within the 
domain of their private lives, any citizen will NOT be forbidden to use  
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FOX CANYON VOICE 3 

 his/her right to campaign for any candidate of her/his choice. 
 
5. Actions – The following actions will not be condoned, and are out of 

the domain of this organization’s elected officials acting in the official 
disposition of their duties: 
a. Endorsing or officially opposing either directly or indirectly any 

candidate for public office on behalf or using the official name of 
this organization, and/or using its media outlet. 

b. Donating or contributing money, facilities and/or services to a 
candidate’s campaign fund on behalf of, or using the official name 
of this organization is forbidden. 

c. Participating or engaging in political fundraising events or 
otherwise soliciting contributions to a candidate’s campaign fund 
on behalf of, or using the official name of this organization. 

d. Distributing for or against a particular candidate on behalf of, or 
using the official name of this organization and/or using its media 
outlets, the Fox Canyon VOICE Newsletter or its website at 
www.FoxCanyon.Org . 

e. Engaging in any other activity that may favor or oppose a 
candidate. 

 
6. Voter Education, Voter Education Guides, Voter Registration and 

Get-out-to Vote Drives -- Section 501(c)(3) organizations ARE 
permitted to conduct certain voter education activities (including the 
presentation of public forums and the publication of voter education 
guides), if they are carried out in a non-partisan manner.  In addition, 
section 501(c) (3) organizations may encourage people to participate 
in the electoral process through voter registration and get-out-the-vote 
drives, conducted in a non-partisan manner. On the other hand, voter 
education or registration activities conducted in a biased manner that 
favors (or opposes) one or more candidates is prohibited.  

 
7. Notwithstanding – This organization will follow the guidance provided 

[and adopt as its own the provisions and examples] in Fact Sheet 
2006-17, Election Year Activities and the Prohibition on Political 
Campaign Intervention for Section 501 (c) (3) organizations.  The Fox 
Canyon Neighborhood Association strongly encourages all of its 
officers and members, the public in general and all prospective and 
declared candidates, as well as those candidates for re-election to 
read Fact Sheet 2006-17, click on this hot link: 
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=154712,00.html . 

 
8. In addition – Everyone is also encouraged to read: Publication 4221, 

Compliance Guide for 501 (c) (3) Tax-Exempt Organizations at 
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221.pdf and Publication 
557, Tax Exempt Status of Your Organization at 

  http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf . 
First Reading of February 27, 2007, at the Board of 
Directors meeting; motion to voluntary accept and institute the IRS 
Political Campaign Guidelines, Shetter/Torgerson, passed 6/0/0. 

• Mercedes Martinez Shetter, Vice-Chair and Interim 
Secretary 

Second Reading: May 22, 2007, at the Board of Directors 
meeting; motion to approve, publish and implement [SECOND & 
final reading] of the Political Campaign Guidelines, Du/Davis, 
passed 4/0/0  

• Thomas Du, Secretary 
 
Jose Lopez, President 

RICHARD LEJA DAY 
Under the strong leadership and recommendation from Councilmember 
TONI ATKINS, CD-3, Tuesday, June 05 was declared by the City Council 
as “Richard Leja Day” [upon the retirement of this magnificent, highly 
intelligent and splendid City Engineer] to HONOR and to THANK him for 
many long years of excellent and dedicated service to the city of San 
Diego at the Engineering and Capital Projects Department.  A dependable 
and trustworthy public servant, Mr. Richard Leja is best known as a person 
who has great regard for the public and the communities he served.  
Above all, Richard is best known as the one that had the moral integrity 
and strength to stand up to the Euclid Avenue RAP group to undo their 
strong and stifling chokehold on the community in favor of total inclusion, 
which is the residents’ right to choose and implement City projects in their 
immediate vicinity.   Farewell dear friend, Fox Canyon wishes you the best 
fortune, great success and happiness in your days ahead.  Your legacy of 
open and inclusive decision making and award winning capital improve-
ment projects is well imbedded in this community’s reasoning and heart… 
And by the way, THANK YOU Toni.                                       Jose Lopez 
 

ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES 
[Tuesday, May o8, 2007] 

Meeting called to order by President Lopez, at 6:15 PM. 
Meeting attendance: Nineteen [17] members including guest.   
Update(s): 
• We’ve done WELL! Tree Planting, Commendation, Park, etc. 
• Mini-Dorm Forum (this Thursday, May 10 @ 6P, City Hall)  
• State of the District (Wednesday, May 23 @ 6:30p) College-Rolando 

Library, 6600 Montezuma Road.  Please join to support and hear 
Councilmember Jim Madaffer, CD-7. 

Announcements:  
• Fox Canyon Visioning Plan contractor/Consultants selection meeting. 
• Advisory Committee [V-PAC] will NOT meet this month (May 23). 
Off-Agenda Public Comment: None 
Field/Comm. Rep’s Reports: 
o George Andrade, Land Use Investigator, NCCD, “here to address your 

concerns and take your reports”. 
Neighborhood Concerns: Crime Issues and Code Enforcement updates 
on Castle Avenue cases. 
Presentations: 
Ann Marie Wellhouse 

A. Arroyo Paseo Charter High School 
B. The City Heights Science Center 

Corporate Issues: 
• One more association member is needed to fully staff the V-PAC 
• Two Board seats are now declared vacant.  Please volunteer for these 

positions. 
Refreshments: Kindly donated by Association Member JESSE CHAVEZ. 
Adjournment at 7:45 PM, to the Corporation of the Fox Canyon Neighbor 
hood Association to the June 12, 2007, meeting at 6:15 PM 
Jose Lopez, President 
 
 

“Our lives begin to end the day we remain 
silent about the things that matter.”  

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Thanks Marilyn 
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FOX CANYON VOICE 4 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
[Tuesday, May 22, 2007] 

Meeting called to order by Lopez, at 7:05; Quorum established at 6:32 PM. 
Meeting attendance: Four [4] Board Members [including: Davis, Du, 
Torgerson, Lopez with Chavez excused and Shetter, Diaz absent, Jose 
Coronel Chavez visiting] present. 
Public Comment: NONE 
Board Members’ Comment: 
• Thomas: Traffic on Euclid getting to be a real big mess & going FAST. 
• Torgerson: (a) Gretchen offers to drive neighbors to State of the District, 

(b) 4827 Wightman continues to work on cars right on front lawn, (c) 
International Fair Celebration, first Saturday on June, and Gretchen will 
volunteer. 

• Davis: What continues to go on at Castle Avenue with the pink house? 
President’s Report: 
City, V-PAC contract Interviews [May 30 @ 1:30 PM] Downtown 
NO [Feb, March, April & May] monthly accounting, next month 
Leading Motions: 
• Motion to approve agenda as presented Du/Torgerson, passed 4/0/0 
• Motion to approve Feb’s minutes as published Davis/Du, passed 4/0/0. 
• Motion to receive and approve Yearly Accounting [form 990-07] Income 

Tax return, Davis/Du, passed 4/0/0. 
Action Items: 
1. Motion to accept former Secretary Susan Gloudeman’s resignation, 

Torgerson/Davis, passed 4/0/0. 
2. Motion to appoint THOMAS DU as secretary, Davis/Torgerson, 

passed, 3/0/1 [Du abstaining]. 
3. Motion to approve, publish and implement [SECOND & final reading] 

the Political Campaign Guidelines, Du/Davis, passed 4/0/0. 
4. Motion to approve and distribute [d-2-d], on the THIRD & final reading, 

the MAD Questionnaire, Davis/Diaz, passed 4/0/0. 
5. Motion to authorize the president to conduct the MAD petition drive, 

Torgerson/Du, passed 4/0/0. 
6. Motion to approve Member’s Meeting agenda as presented: Neighbor-

hood Concerns, presentations as available, Jose conducting, Du/Davis, 
passed 4/0/0. 

Closing Comment: NONE 
Adjournment to the Corporation of the Fox Canyon Neighborhood 
Association, to the June 26, 2007 meeting, at 7:35 PM 
Thomas Du, Secretary. 
 

THREE PLANTING 

After a real wrangling and delay at the City Attorneys office, and thanks to 

the diligent and dedicated work of Deputy City Attorney Alicia Martinez-
Higgs, our CDBG contracts are out and ready to implement, including the 
Tree Planting grant.  The Urban Corps has scheduled Fox Canyon to 
plant the rest of the trees starting by May 29, and it should complete the 
planting by Friday.  If for some reason you are still missing your tree(s), or 
want one or more for the parkway in front of you house, please contact 
Ms. Gutierres at CGutierres@urbancorps.org, or call the association at 
(619) 282-2788. 
 

CRIME AGAINST STREET TREES 

 
Violence against street trees parallel graffiti vandalism and it should be 
prosecuted and punished as such.  The community of Fox Canyon gets 
really disturbed by the insanity of some people; who find it so very amusing 
to unload their idiocy, anger and misguided energy upon our recently plan-
ted trees.  With great effort, our community connects with our elected 
representatives to secure funding; then, gathers a lake of humanity, as 
volunteers, to help us improve and beautify our community, and after all 
this effort, someone comes and in a minute just snaps a thriving tree in 
half, killing it!  This is how WE can fight back: (A) be a good witness by 
calling the police at [619] 531-2000 and filing a report if you see the crime 
in progress and can give the police information that will help apprehend 
and prosecute the vandals.  (B) Be always alert and vigilant in protecting 
the trees.  (C) Be always alert to make a mental note of these people 
[teens included] who don’t belong.                          Remember!  531-2000. 
 

THE CAPP HOUSE PROGRAM  
How does the CAPP program works? 

The Community Assisted Party Program, [CAPP], aims to curb nuisance 
behavior at chronic party houses in Mid-City. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
1. What does it mean when a house is “CAPP’d”? 

• A CAPP designation on a house is an indicator to officers that the 
house has been contacted for parties in the past, and changes their 
enforcement posture. 

2. How is a house CAPP’d? 
• The decision of whether or not to CAPP a property is left to the DIS-

CRETION of the SDPD Division – there are three ways a house could 
be CAPP’d: 
a) 2 calls within 30 days for “PARTY”, “415”, OR “59.5.0502” distur-

bances. 
b) A citation or arrest is made when officers respond to a party call. 
c) 5neighbors from separate address can petition their DDPD Division 

for consideration of CAPP designation. 
3. What happens once a house is CAPP’d? 

• Both the property owner and the tenants are notified of the CAPP 
status by a letter. 

• If SDPD or SDSU police respond to the house again for a party, PC 
415, or SDMC 59.5.0502 call, the notified tenants will be ARRESTED 
[if appropriate, noise equipment will be impounded] 

• If problems persist, the abatement process may be used. 
4. Questions: 

• Contact your Mid-City CAPP Coordinator, STEVE HALL [9-516-3004], 
• Or your Neighborhood Prosecutor, Deputy City Attorney KRISTIN 

BEATTIE [619-516-3072]. 
So many THANKS, KRISTIN 

 
Newsletter Circulation: 550 hard and 1,925 E-mailed copies.  

Doris Pierson proofreader, we’re grateful for the 
donation of her precious time  

SOME CUTS CAN’T HEAL!  
Parks and programs in jeopardy 

The City of San Diego is in the final stages of the 2007-2008 Budget 
Process.  Decisions on the Neighborhood and Customer Services De-
partment Budget will greatly impact the quality of life for residents in 
communities south of Interstate 8.  The most urgent of these services 
which have been affected and whose budget continues to be “headed for 
the chopping block” is the Park and Recreation Department.  As you may 
already know, our Park and Recreation Department provides a wide 
variety of opportunities for our young adults and youth to renew and 
maintain a healthy mind, body and spirit in a safe and healthy outdoor 
setting.  Some of the recreational programs offered throughout the City 
include arts & crafts, learn-to-swim, karate, gymnastics, dance, soccer, 
basket-ball, football, water polo, day camps, softball, track, archery, 
special events, senior trips, tiny tot classes, and much more.  Unfortuna-
tely, most of these programs have been eliminated due to staff cuts.  We 
believe the Park and Recreation Department has been cut to an 
“unhealthy level” and because of these cuts, our youth have very few 
after-school activities to get involved in. This lack of opportunity unfortu-
nately leads to increased crime and gang activity. 

We need to send a clear message to the Mayor and City Council 
Monday, June 11, 2007, 12:00 p.m. in the City Hall Concourse for a 

community press conference and 2 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, 202 C Street, San Diego. 

• No cuts to the Park & Recreation budget 
• No more cuts in services 

We are also asking you to inform your congregations, members, acti-
vists, e-mail distribution lists to join us on June 11th at 12:00 p.m. to 
express their concerns about the lack of City services in our communi-
ties.  Eliminating additional programs will undermine our efforts to keep 
our neighborhoods healthy and safe.  Thank you for your continued 
support and leadership.  We look forward to seeing you on Monday, 
June 11th.  If you have any questions, please call Myrtle Cole at (619) 
640-4939. 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU 
LOVE YOURSELF! 

Remember: to WATER your TREES! 
Credit for the Cartoon: San Diego Union Tribune, Duplex 
by Glenn McCoy.                                          Thanks Bob 

 

 

The Fox Canyon Voice 
Reserves for itself the right to 

edit for space, clarity and 
content all materials 

submitted for publication. 
The views expressed in this 

newsletter are strictly those of 
the authors and DO NOT 

necessarily reflects the views of 
the FCNA, Inc., organization. 
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