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                  We're Just Wild 
        About Our Neighborhood! 

All RESIDENTS and BUSINESSES of: all of LANTANA, RENO, AUBURN (4758-5160) DRIVES; all of ONTARIO, CASTLE, South side of UNIVERSITY 
(4749-4849), East side of EUCLID (3611-3889), ESTRELLA (3803-3857) AVENUES; DWIGHT (4759-4792), WIGHTMAN (4750-4871) STREETS. 

Great MYTHS and FACTS 
About the Ontario Avenue Street connection 

and the Fox Canyon Park 
MYTH # 1 – “The Ontario Avenue street connection is 
                      not needed or even wanted”. 
FACT # 1 – The fact is that the street is urgently           
                       needed to provide ‘GRID’ and gridlock 
relief to a congested community and a secondary 
emergency access to a landlocked neighborhood.  In an 
organized way and strictly following the established 
process, the Fox Canyon residents have been asking for 
this street [infrastructure] improvement since 1998.  
Since, an arm long record of public community meetings 
[1997 to 2006], a petition signed by more than 700 
residents and a final City Council Motion [5/3] back 
the demand, want and need for this street connection. 
 
MYTH # 2 – “The planned street connection routes and 
                     dumps traffic to a ‘quiet’ residential street” 
FACT # 2 – The real fact is that Altadena, Euclid           
                       upper Auburn Drive and Wightman 
Street have received, all these years, the blunt, 
burdensome and unequal share of all Fox Canyon traffic. 
This proposed street connection will carry its fair share of 
daily car trips reducing traffic on Altadena Avenue by 
half.  A promise made to the security of John Marshall 
Elementary School and the Waldorf School children. 
                                             See MYTHS, Page 2 

RENO DRIVE ACCIDENT 
Jim Madaffer and Jose Lopez 
Around 12:00am this morning [07/24/06] a semi-truck 
coming down Reno trying to make the curve onto Estrella 
did not make it hitting a parked car (a cab).  Something 
has to be done NOW to stop these big trucks from 
coming down Reno.  Sometimes soda, beer and other 
large trucks can’t make the curve so they have to back 
all the way up Reno and the ones that try, but don’t 
make it, hit parked cars.  We need the NO Big Truck 
signs coming into Reno and Estrella, and also before the 
curve at both ends, please do something soon.  This has 
to stop! 
Thank You, Gene W. Andrews, Jr., Reno Drive. 

PEDESTRIAN PLAZA 
(Reno/University) 

For many years the residents of Reno/Estrella have 
suffered a great array of traffic and parking problems, 
which include personal injury with personal and real 
property damage, especially at the curve where these two 
streets meet.  Parking is strongly competitive due to its 
proximity to business along Euclid/University Avenue.  
Many bar and liquor store patrons make it customary to 
park on Reno as a convenience and/or to avoid being seen 
drunk when entering/driving vehicles.  Smashed cars by big 
delivery trucks are a common occurrence as well; as is the 
instance of drunk drivers not being able to manage the 
curve or missing it all together.  Many accidents end results 
has been cars driving into the apartments to the east of 
this curve.  When the association took to deal with the 
“One-way Loop” [Auburn/Wightman], the same issue of 
the loop Reno/Estrella was postponed to a later date.   
Subsequently, and after much deliberation, over two 
association meetings [May & June 2006], the association 
members and residents of Fox Canyon unanimously and 
with consensus voted to recommend, support and petition, 
the cul-de-sac of this loop [Reno/Estrella] with a 
PEDESTRIAN PLAZA at Reno/University as follow: 
I. For immediate solution and relief to endemic traffic 

problems, the association will start proceedings to turn 
this loop into a one-way street, PHASE 1. 

II. In the interim, the association will work through the 
process along with the residents, the Council Office 
and city Staff, in partnership with other City Heights 
organizations and committees, to design, fund and 
build the pedestrian plaza, the final goal and PHASE 
2. 

As City Heights knows, several other organizations in City 
Heights, serving the Seventh Council District, have also 
commissioned studies that support the residents’ desires of 
nodal redevelopment at this key intersection.  The Estrada 
Study, 1993 [commissioned by the City Heights CDC] 
and also the one commissioned by Price Charities comes 
quickly to mind.  In addition, several CITY approved 
PLANS are also in support of a pedestrian plaza at this 
location. 
                                        Go to PLAZA, Page 2 
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ASSOCIATION MEETING 
AUGUST 08, 2006 @ 6:15 PM 

4380 Landis Street 
(City Heights Park & Recreation Center) 

Proposed Agenda: 
Neighborhood Concerns 

JOIN US! 
The Board meets Tuesday, August 22, 6:30 PM 

5319 Orange Avenue, SD 92115 
(Colina Del Sol Recreation Center) 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS: 
• Euclid Avenue Improvement [EIS] meets 

Tuesday, August 15, at 6:30 PM. 4380 Landis 
[City Heights Park & Rec. Center]. 

 
 

Fox Canyon Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
(A Public Benefit Nonprofit Organization) 

4916 Lantana Drive, SD, CA 92105 
(619) 282-2788 

FoxCanyonN@aol.com and foxcanyonn@cox.net  
www.FoxCanyon.Org 

Web-site 
 

PLAZA from page 1  
In addition, with the CH-
PAC/CHAPC consideration 
of rebuilding the Euclid 
Tower, nodal redevelop-
ment at this key intersection 
becomes more and more 
important, attractive and 
necessary.  Specifically, Fox 
Canyon residents don’t sup-
port a vacuum improvement 
all by itself and the waste of 
resources by just rebuilding 
the tower alone and nothing 
else around it.  The use of 
the rebuilt tower as a catal- 

yst can and will spark the redevelopment of this Fox 
Canyon corner and there on.  Filtering east from the 
tower, there's room for improvement and the opportunity 
to build urgently needed housing [both affordable and 
market rate] and more retail space [mixed use].  Along 
the way, this opportunity also presents itself to help-fix 
badly configured traffic patterns and problems at Reno/ 
Estrella.  With the rebuilt tower and an Egyptian 
Garage/City Liquor façade improvement, to anchor this 
corner, the pedestrian plaza node will be a landmark to 
this key intersection in Fox Canyon and City Heights. 

MYTHS from page 1 
MYTH # 3 – “The planned street connection ‘cuts’          
                         through the middle of the park”. 
FACT # 3 –     The fact is that the street connection is    
                         planned to run parallel and fronting the 
park, in addition, to provide direct disabled access. 

In addition, look at the picture below and see how the 
Auburn Creek concrete ditch sits right next to this huge 
apartment building.  With this evidence, great Myth # 3 is 
BUSTED! 

 
MYTH # 4 – “The City Heights Area Planning Committee 
                    [CHAPC] voted not to have the street       
                    connection”. 
FACT # 4 – The real fact is that CHAPC noticed the park 
                   three different times with three different 
names [against the “spirit” of the Brown Act].  A dirty 
trick pulled by then Chair, Mr. Jim Varnadore, who for sure 
knew the rightful name of the grant and the park. The last 
one noticed had the name of “Chollas Creek Neighbor-
hood Park” and it contained some elements and similar-
ities to the Fox Canyon Neighborhood Park.  The Comm-
ittee was duped into voting on an issue they really didn’t 

 

Pictured here is the back of 67 units at 4960-68 Auburn. 
Notice the two story buildings rising right up three feet from 
the cement ditch wall. To the right, Winona Avenue and the 

dirt part is the dedicated Ontario Avenue paper street. 

Now, with all honesty, if you can call this densely built apart-
ment building “a park”, myth # 3 is true and Ontario 

Avenue [the dirt part] will divide the park in two. 
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know about.  And the community of Fox Canyon was 
robbed of a golden and rightful opportunity to provide 
testimony to plea the case before the Committee; and 
explain why Fox Canyon neighborhood desperately needs 
the street connection and the park, all together at the 
same time, as it should be. 
 
MYTH # 5 – “The NEG DEC is defective because it        
                        does not consider future growth”.  
FACT # 5 –  The real fact is that both ends, of the           
                        proposed connection, are already fully 
built with the highest density in all of City Heights, If not 
the city of San Diego.  To the northeast are the 4-story 
high Altadena Apartments and the 7-story high Unity 
Towers.  To the northwest, tucked into the Auburn finger 
canyon, is Bandar Salaam.  To the west, are the Auburn 
Apartments [67 units on page 2] and the 18-unit pink 
apartments [top of page 2].  These last two buildings front 
the pork-chop on lower Auburn.  To the south, there’s an 
18-unit condo complex, a 16-unit for rent follow and lastly, 
Auburn Arms a 14-unit condo complex now for sale. 

 
Just look at this picture and notice the quantity/quality of 
development all around the proposed Fox Canyon Neigh- 
borhood Park. Altadena Apts. & the Towers are visible. 

 
All along lower Auburn to Loris Street, there’re four-plexes 
one after another.  In addition, the zoning [Ontario to 
Loris Street] is 10-15 UPA.  So, unless the bulldozers are 
call to knock all this down and build even taller buildings 
and with greater density, then great myth # 4 is busted! 

YOU KNOW? 
That Mr. Jim Varnadore, Ms. Theresa Quiroz and Ms. 
Carolyn Chase have commissioned Mr. John W. Stump, 
Esquire, to file a law suit to stop the Fox Canyon Neigh-
borhood Park based on the Neg. Dec?  …That with cons-
ricted and sour faces these people will tell you directly that 
they have the best of the environment, City Heights and 
our children in their mind and at best?  Yet by their actions 
the park is in real jeopardy, and the $2,363 mill state 
grant, to build the park project, is at great risk of not 
being spent in the neighborhood of Fox Canyon at all?  
Chances are that our children will never see or will enjoy a 
park at this spot in Fox Canyon, after all!  Is this how well 
they do for OUR children, and the improvement of Fox 
Canyon and City Heights as a whole?  The delays only run 
the price of construction even ever higher, and at the end; 
the state grant and all the money in the entire city of San 
Diego will not be enough to build the park after all.  
…AND DID YOU KNOW? 
That Mr. John Stump, Esquire, had also filed a successful 
law suit to stop the building of the HOME Avenue Park 
as well?  Not to long ago there was a Mid-City Neighbor 
news article asking why the Home Avenue Park had stop-
ped and it’s now an ugly brown-field.  …And did you know 
that the Sierra Club is no longer an environmentally 
based organization fixed in helping communities like Fox 
Canyon, but an interest group fixed in playing chess in 
electing our Elected Officials and fixed in stopping their 
constituents wishes and needs?  
JUST REMEMBER: By these actions, these 
people put us, our real/personal property and our personal 
safety and security at great risk, and unjustly deprive us of 
the enjoyment and use of appropriate public facilities and 
infrastructure needed to enjoy a good quality of life. 
WHAT CAN YOU TO HELP?  Constantly call 
the Mayor and all City Council Members to express you 
constituent desires to have the park law suit fully 
defended and to harvest the political will necessary to 
get our park bundle done as we asked and as they voted. 

 

IT’S COMING! 

 
Towering over the existing roofline, this gargantuan roof 
structure is highly noticeable over the east rim of Fox 
Canyon.  The improvements done to existing homes on 
this section of Altadena Avenue are phenomenal.  The 
sprawling mansion below is the happy owner of the 
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partial roof picture on page 3, and it enjoys the best of 
both worlds.  The front of the “house” faces east, and the 
back, west.  Many of our neighbors look at this develop-
ment as positive and some as negative.  Wanted or not, 
redevelopment is coming to Fox Canyon and we better 
manage it well to the best of our abilities.  What drives it? 
Cheap land prices, open space and the best views in town! 

THE OTHER SHOE 
Last Tuesday, August 01, 2006, over the objections and 
“NO” vote from Councilwomen Donna Frye and Toni 
Atkins, the San Diego City Council dropped a shoe when 
voting [6/2] to approve the ROSE CANYON Project and 
the bridge over it.  The particulars of this project are 
exactly the same, parallel and a duplicate of the issues 
facing Fox Canyon.  Grid pattern access to disperse traffic 
quickly [like downtown’s Petco Park], secondary emer-
gency access, fire trucks going against traffic, gridlock, 
sensitive environmental lands, appropriate mitigation, 
creek/trail improvements, state grants, etc.  Just ask the 
Wightman Street residents how many times they have 
seen the fire trucks and police cars going against traffic at 
the one-way Loop [for the lack of another entrance].  Ask 
the upper Auburn residents what happened when 4872 
burned down, when the trailer burnt on Wightman, and 
last Christmas when the Altadena Apartments burned.  
Ask, if we all were able to reach or leave our homes then; 
but because we live in the poorest, blighted and slummier 
‘hood in City Heights, who cares!  Now, I wonder if 
Attorney John Stump and the rest of his “friends” are 
going to drop the other shoe and rush to file a law suit 
against the Rose Canyon Project as well.  Does he 
know the Rose Canyon grants will total $4.5 Mill, twice as 
much as our grant?  As I see it, the people to the north of 
City Heights are more affluent [filthy rich compared to us] 
and have more money to pay his retainer with juicier fees. 
Go north young man!  If he does, it will no longer be seen 
as only targeting Fox Canyon and the poor and needing 
communities of City Heights, but as a genuine desire and 
ability to protect the environment in general and the 
pristine conditions of all San Diego canyons.     Jose Lopez 
 

CROSSROADS 
The Chollas Triangle RFQ is now available at the Cross-
roads Redevelopment Information site at the following 

link: 
http://www.sandiego.gov/redevelopment-

agency/crossroads.shtml 
- Tracy  
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PROSECUTOR 
Hello!  I hope you are finding ways to stay cool! 

I wanted to let you know that I will be missing your 
meeting this month because I will be out for the next 
three weeks (on vacation, then at an out-of-town 
conference).  If I was there, I would make the following 
announcements:  
(1) MCCC and PIP schedules are changing.  PIP is now 
held every-other month, and MCCC is moving to a once-
a-month schedule. We will have more information about 
the MCCC schedule and new volunteer panelist training 
by the beginning of September.  
(2) Update on the "Mid-City Crime Reduction Initiative," 
(the police monitored cameras): two cameras are now up 
and running in the City Heights Urban Village Park. These 
initial cameras are already producing results, and the 
police department is looking to expand the project to 
other parks and the major thoroughfares in Mid-City  
(3) Captain Robert Kanaski's last day in Mid-City will be 
August 12th. Mid-City's new Captain will be Guy Swanger. 
(4) CROs are now working patrol for one-fourth of their 
work week, so be patient when leaving them messages.  
If you have an issue that needs immediate attention, 
please contact my supervisor, Regan Savalla at 533-5500. 
Otherwise, please reply to this email, or leave me a 
message at 533-5508 or at 516-3072. 
I hope everything is going well. Thank you,  
Kristin Beattie,  
Deputy City Attorney  
 

Newsletter Circulation: 550 hard and 800 E-mailed copies. 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 
With the new school year approaching, Fox Canyon has 
new residents and some dear neighbors have moved.  For 
the benefit of all and for the peace and quiet of our 
community, please keep in mind the following points: 

NOISE: 

 

The Fox Canyon Voice 
Reserves for itself the right to 

edit for space, clarity and content 
all materials submitted for 

publication. 
 

The views expressed in this news-
letter are strictly those of the 

authors and DO NOT necessarily 
reflects the views of the FCNA, Inc., 

organization. 

Look at the semi parked in front of the house.  From one 
end to the other, this house is about 350 feet long. 
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As published before, unnecessary noise from loud music 
[which has a radius of 50 ft away] generated by large 
partying, passing cars and house stereos are not allowed; 
loud talking, the chatter of children at play and barking 
dogs as well.  
DRINKING: 
Alcohol drinking, smoking pot and/or doing any other 
illegal drugs in PUBLIC SIGHT and/or on the Public Right 
of Way [PROW]; open containers, disturbing the peace 
and being drunk in public are not permitted, and are also 
reportable offences.  Big noisy parties are not permitted 
at all!  In addition, brown-bagged single liquor sales are 
forbidden [Liquor Stores will be fined if found to continue 
doing this kind of business, upon your report].  Please, 
ask your invitees to honor and respect our community, 
when visiting, by not walking with brown-bagged open 
containers, clogging parking and blocking driveways, when 
attending your parties.  Be aware: if you have a large 
circle of friends and want them all together in a single 
room or front lawn, RENT a HALL!  This will keep out the 
invasion of cars to residential streets; the loud talking of 
drunken people during the party and DUI’s when they all 
go home.  All of the above are reportable offences [619] 
531-2000 
DUMPSTER DIVERS: 
Dumpster Diving is illegal in the city of San Diego for many 
reasons.  Some of which are stealing recyclables from the 
City, gathering information for Identity theft and health 
& safety, please call the police (619) 531-2000 to report. 

 
GRAFFITI: 
Abating graffiti is and always has been the responsibility of 
the Home/Property/Business owners and operators. 
Remember, for graffiti in progress, you may call 911 to 
report [spray and pay program].  Please, paint-over graffiti 
as quickly as you notice it, and if you can afford the 
$67.00 expenditure, buy and install a two camera surveil-
lance system at your home or business.  For more 
information about fighting graffiti, new guidelines and 

phone numbers, visit the web-site at www.FoxCanyon.Org  

BE AWARE: 
Fox Canyon subscribes to COMMUNITY POLICING 
[watch, report and license plate/picture taking], and it has 
been declared a NOISE FREE neighborhood.  In addition, 
many residents have active surveillance cameras to help 
protect the neighborhood.  Remember, we are a commu-
nity of neighbors that likes to be LAW-abiding and to live 
in peace and harmony with each other.  We are PROUD 
of our physical effort in keeping our neighborhood clean, 
tidy and graffiti-free.  For Call Log [Incident Number 
tracking forms], visit www.FoxCanyon.Org, [courtesy of 
Deputy City Attorney, Kristin Beattie].  
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
One email address and two computers away, after frying 
two hard-drives, we made the effort to change web-
server and made the financial effort to have a fast 
internet installed.  As many of you know, obsolete hard 
drives fry easily while idling when downloading large dial-
up files.  Once Cox was installed, AOL offered a month 
free, if we were to keep the account with the same old 
email address.  This action has provided great relief to 
the manual transfer of 3,014 email addresses and the 
amenity of two servers.  Please, continue to use the 
FoxCanyonN@aol.com as usual, to communicate with us. 
Remember that the AOL email address is case sensitive, 
meaning that you have to upper case the F, C and the 
last N.  After a five-week black-out, two late newsletter 
issues, lost documents, and many missed meetings; we’re 
looking forward to all your emails as usual.  Words of 
advice, if you have sent us communications that have 
gone unanswered within these five weeks, please resend, 
again.  Chances are, we did not receive them, or they 
have dropped down completely.  THANK YOU! 

 

SMOKING BAN AT PARKS 
On Tuesday, July 11, 2006, the San Diego City Council 
approved an ordinance to ban smoking at all public 
beaches, parks, and open space areas. This ban will 
take effect on August 17, 2006.  For more information, 
contact the Park and Recreation Department at (619) 
525-8213.   
Keith A. Selby, J.D.   
City of San Diego Park and Recreation Department 
 

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
(The Horton Update) 

Both of my offices are currently accepting interns for Fall 
and Winter 2006. State Assembly internships are great 
way for young people to learn about their government 
and give back to our community. All interested applicants 
should submit a resume and cover letter, to the intern 
coordinator: Ben Avey in my Lemon Grove office. Please 
contact Ben for further information at (619) 462-7878.  

Assemblywoman SHIRLEY HORTON 
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COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR 
[Kindly contributed by Rebecca Laister, Field Rep to County 

Supervisor RON ROBERTS]  
 

La Maestra Community Health Center hosts a free 
Community Health Fair 

 
In celebration of National Health Center Week, there will 
be a free community health fair at the La Maestra Commu-
nity Health Clinic in City Heights. The health fair will take 
place on Wednesday, August 9 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. La 
Maestra will be providing free health screenings, free food, 
and raffle prize giveaways. EXXA 91.7 FM will be hosting a 
live remote with live music and entertainment. There will 
also be several health care providers onsite for information 
on health insurance.  
 

What: Community Support Health  
When: Wednesday, August 09, 2006 

from 10:00 AM to 13:00 PM. 
Where: La Maestra Community Health Center 

in City Heights  
4185 Fairmont Avenue 
City Heights, CA 92105  

Contact Email : angie@theborderagency.com  
Contact Phone : 619-501-5676  

 

HORTON’S COMMUNITY COFFEE 
On Thursday, September 14, 2006 [next month], 

Assemblywoman  
SHIRLEY HORTON will host 
a Community Coffee featuring 
the State of California Low 

Cost Auto Insurance 
Program. 

Thursday, September 
14th @ 6:30pm 
City Heights 

Community Center 
4380 Landis Avenue, 

 (from the Horton Update) San Diego, Ca 92105 
 

NO PARKING, Street Sweeping 
Keep in mind to always check YOUR side of the street to 
know when the street sweeper will show up.  Even if the 
sweeper goes by at 7:30 AM, at any other time 
thereafter, or not at all, remove your vehicles from the 
street at the signs’ noticed time, to avoid a $40.00 
parking ticket.  The signs read: “No Parking between 
10:00 AM and 1:00 PM”.  Always make sure the street is 
clear of all vehicles during this block of time.  
 

LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
The County of San Diego is looking for good and qualified 
individuals to join the ranks of proud County employees. 

Please, email Rebecca Leister for a return ‘Weekly Job 
Listing’ at Rebecca.Leister@sdcounty.ca.gov 
 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 
Reconnect San Diego provides computer recovery, 
reuse and recycling opportunities to residents 
throughout San Diego County.  
• The program is an alliance between Goodwill Industries 

of San Diego County and Dell Inc.  
What Happens to Donated Computer Equipment  
• Goodwill will accept, disassemble, and sort the donated 

computer equipment.  
• The equipment will be responsibly recycled through the 

Dell Asset Recovery Services value recovery program.  
• Dell's authorized product recovery partner will remarket 

the recycled materials, such as plastics, glass and 
metals. Proceeds from value recovered in this process 
go to Goodwill.  

How to Recycle an Unwanted Computer  
• County residents can take unwanted computer 

equipment directly to any Goodwill location in San 
Diego County during normal business hours, seven 
days a week. There is no charge for dropping off a 
computer at Goodwill. Any brand of used computer is 
accepted.  

• Customers are responsible for removing data from their 
hard drive. Neither Goodwill nor Dell are liable for data 
removal or protection.  

• Customers may be able to deduct the value of the 
computer for tax purposes. Goodwill will provide donors 
with a tax receipt at the time of donation. Customers 
are encouraged to check with their tax advisor for more 
information.  

Web site: www.reconnectpartnership.com  
 

For additional information, please contact: 
Sharon Corrigan of Goodwill at (619) 225-2200, ext 122 

Caroline Dietz of Dell at (512) 657-2529 
[Contributed by LAURIE CARLOCK]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cleanest City Is The One That Doesn’t 
Get Dirty Often! 

 

¡La Ciudad Mas Limpia Es La Que Menos Se 

Ensucia! 
 

Put the trash in the trashcans, where it 

belongs! 
 

Ponga la basura en su lugar! 
 

Xin qúi vi bỏ rác vāo thūng Để giữ gīn 
thānh phố sạch đẹp. 

 

Qashinka geli meesha loogu talo galay! 
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