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An RTC-TH EmComm presentation

The Rural Training
Center-Thailand
promotes the self-
sufficiency and
sustainability of small
rural family farms
through its Emergency
Ready to Serve and Sustain Communications

program.
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This summary Is to share HamCon 2011 with GERC

hams who weren't able to attend and to give thanks

for all the friendship and help from the GERC hams
(especially Mark N7YLA).
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Long Distance
Coordination and Planning

Things got serious
when Mark sent
emaills to me in
Thailand about

August asking for
my ideas on the

technical sessions

to attend

10:00 AM

12:00 Noon

3:00 PM

oe Moell KDOV
HIDDEN TRANSMITTER
HUNTING: MOBILE OR

Allen Wolff K

SDR- Software Defined
Radio

Mike Frye KMBAM
Modern Military Radios
in Amateur Service

Quick Deployment
|Antennas for Field Day
or Emerge

Tho
Staying S
Radio and

Eric Swartz

High Performance
Ham Radio - Inside
the KPA500 and
Elecraft "K-Line'
John Kountz WO1S
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Town Meeting -" How

To Make A Ham Radio
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ick Norton NGAA

NTEST FORUM

ews KJ7T)
nal Emergency

sional Emergency

Kate Hutton
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O BRING HAM

Trouble Shooting for the
Non-Techie Ham

Vol vy

-. The Ulimate Back

Buddiepole ?

OTT

Chris Storey KA

Hydration for t

Emerge: Responder
nd Treatment

Reporting Emergencies
With Ham Radio

aboratory
For Ham Radio

Bruce Nolte N1BN

The Art of the Field

Evolution of the Morse
Code

Brenden Geary KJ6HVP

HEAR HAM RADIO VIA
AERIAL REFEATER

Cliff Cheng AC

[ TRIBUTE TO LENORE
[JENSEN WENAZ sk

Clint Bradford KELCS

ow to Work Amateur
atellites With Your HT

Caollecting and Restoring
|Amateur Radios of the
Past

Brian Thorson AFGNA

Buildinga 1 adio

Microwave Forum

My choices were indicated
by a red box.
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Mark also queried me about exhibitors of
Interest

HAMCON 2011
My Ch()ices N VENDOR / EXHIBITOR LAYOUT

MAIN EXHIBIT HAIL L

were __— Entrance
Indicated
by a red

0]0)¢

Lido/Comet Wired Comm. s |Pole G o Win Radio
34 35
Rescus Elecraft Radio Buddipole

Tape _
46 57
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Pre-Registration

To simply registration from overseas, Mark
agreed to pay my registrations fee and let me
reimburse him when | got to LA.
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Why go to one

of these events?

For me, It was an opportunity to try to buy

some hard-to-finc

Thailand (which is |

ham radio items in
ust about any and all

kinds of
But some other good

are too poor to shop):

nam gear).
reasons (even If you

* Technical sessions (learn more about

ham radio)

* EXhibits (to see stuff and get ideas)

 Meet other hams

AN
(A}) ©201LRTCTH.

%S Al rights reserved.



Some of GERC hams | met at
HamCon 2011

Glendora Emergency
Response Communications

The RTC-TH EmComm program is an
Auxiliary International station for GERC.
We actively support GERC EchoLink®
demonstrations and contribute articles
and lessons to the GERC website.

A ©201L RTC-TH.
neas? Al rights reserve d.
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GERC

Founder - -
and the s}
driving force for [
many of the e
GERC activities
as well being an
Elmer to many

GERC hams

Mark (N7YLA)



. L |
How did he

Frank KG6TQV B A fE T
& Richard o A
KG6TRD i

Both are long time active
GERC members.

Frank conducts Boy
Scout Radio Merit Badge
classes and is the Link

Master Chef. R
ra_\h." i LS
Richard is a regular on Bl
the GERC Net and many /
other activities. T

I | ]
T g esened. Frank KG6TQV, Richard KG6TRD




Larry KEGEOL

Larry Is the EOL
(Electrician of Legend)
responsible for wiring and
cabling up Mark’s
(N7YLA) ham shack /
man radio cave.

L0 Alrights reserved. Lal’l’y KEGEOL
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May & Rich

May and Rich are
regular GERC
volunteers for the
Covina Christmas
Parade
communications
activity and long
time personal
friends of Mark

Rich KG6MXP

NI ©2011, RTC-TH.
A | .
sesS7 Al rights reserved.



Ha! You're not the
only guy with a
camera!

‘ Tom
ll, KIYCC

Tom is a regular on the
GERC Net and Is also a
regular GERC volunteer
for the Covina Christmas
Parade communications

Tom KI6YCC activity.

‘:&g‘ ©2011, RTC-TH.
ues? Al rights reserved.



Dennis KIGNQG

Dennis joined the GERC Net
and has since become an avid
supporter. | spoke with him on

EchoLink® and was pleased
to learn he will be in charge of

the GERC EchoLink®
demonstration for the GERC
JOTA 2011 activity.




Arriving at
HamCon 2011

A core GERC group
carpooled to HamCon
2011.

Driver: Frank KG6TQV

Passengers:
Mark N7YLA,
Richard KG6TRD,
. Greg KI6GIG/HS0ZHM,
Tom KI6YCC
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First stop Is the Registration Desk

nAeil
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Registration Materials
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Displays In the Lobby Area

(B -

Bob NC6Q =

= FIST CW Club
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Cal Tech Earthquake fame
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LA Section of ARES

e
Los Angeles Section

10 EMERGENCY SERVICE\ ¥
) AMATEUR RAD www.areslax.org

Practicn v theogh
I for

B ! J:v
) ©201L RTCTH. i g

ey Allrights reserved. ]




Joy KD6FJV Radio Equipment Display
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Joy KD6FJV Radio Equipment Display

VA A

According to Joy, her mobile stack rack is at its
max or it will begin to obstruct the front windshield

BB 02011, R7CTH This is proof ham radios are NOT just boy toys.

“mas2 Al rights reserved.



QSL Card Dlsplay

Honest, folks used to
send these by mail all
the time....and | am
NOT that old!

Uhuh. [ believe
you, Mark.

Quality (SL Cards at affordable pricos
—
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\

Some GERC hams join ARRL

What a deal! | join now an - get a free |
book of my choice? My mom didn't raise
a dummy. Sign me up!!
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Among the numerous benefits of ARRL
membership is radio equipment insurance
-y

Let's pick different books and
then share, OK?

Sounds like a
plan to me!
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HAMCON 2011
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Ham 4 Less Booth 1
[ —
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Ham 4 Less catches Mark’s attention

4 ey ".'_:E*

radio stuff for less. Wow...such a deal!

“.‘.. H_:.::'; o
If I had more money | could get more ham Sl )



Kenwood Booths 10-11
,r:kl Nice radios; |
: ~ [ scary prices

"_,Jf
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Tom KIBYCC Mark N7YLA
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CQ Magazine T
BOOth 12 If"‘ CQ, CQ, CQ.

Calling CQ!

NI ©2011, RTC-TH.
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Strolling Past HRO Booths 13-15
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NIiCd Lady
Booth 21 & 33 #

Grace handled a
“Will Call” pick up
for the RTC-TH
lithium camcorder
battery
replacement
Internet order |
placed from
Thailand

(YY) ©2011,RTC-TH
sy  All rights reserved.

Photo from the internet: educational fair use clause



A GERC Bump Into
- W
If you're out of bags of _ | . 7 Z 3 He’s such

money, can | get a rain an optimist.
check?

Rich KG6MXP Frank KG6TQV May KE6QVJ
f, TN

(':Et e
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May giving the “W” for Women

| am a staunch believer and
advocate of woman-power radio!
(And | don’t mean cranking on
your manual generator, Mark!)
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A GERC Bump Into
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M2 Antennas Booths 22-23
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Hi Tech Liquidators Booths 30-32

| stocked up on

fittings and coax
when | moved to
Thailand in 2008.

| am back for  @ne.. Rge SRe1
more in 2011. & 20N SRRV H
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Gear Gazing at Hi Tech quU|dators

Wiz

I remember when |
prices where only
th|s hlgh




Comet Antennas Booths 34-36

Aradio is only as
good as it’s antenna.
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GERC Bump Into

| spoke with
Hal during a
GERC
EchoLink®
demonstration.
This was the
first time we
actually met

face to face.

AT ' >
X/t ©2011, RTC-TH.

%08 Allrights reserved.




Wired Comm Booths 37-39

What are you going to do with that?

g@, © 2011, RTC-TH.
,, T Al ngﬁﬁ.[éserved



‘ Frank say heIIo to your fans at GERC”

So what's L=’ | Hifolks! Did you see my neat video name
new with rm— badge?
you, Frank. . ¢ 3




GERC hams at a “feeding trough”

~q i .
3 _
f %2;-’,
s - e

S yark N7YLA, Frank KG6TQV, Richard KG6TRD -4

Apparently
the folks at
Wired Comm
put out a
good spread!




Money In the hand IS soon spent

Hmm..money
IS meant to
be spent,
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A GERC Bump Into |
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Gordon West Booth 42

BOOKS * TAPES « * PRE-STUDY

HAM CLASSES B

/] TECH No-CODE
|] CW LEARNING J,
[] GENERAL, ¢
A livi
Iegé\;:g ?n B EKTR“ '
the world of E
ham radio 4

license
classes

Gordon WB6NOA

1 4" Photo fr A nte
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Rescue Tape Booth 46

‘L-w

Excuse me, N - j '-
are you with _ N cj = JW E|

? R
the Press” R

gy STETCEC, ,WRAP, & GET RESCUED"
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The many uses of Rescue Tape

\




Mark found a
SnlE
product In
99¢ Store
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Elecraft Radio Booths 48-50

(NN e2uRTCTH
ness? Al rights reserved.



Elecraft Units

©2011, RTC-TH.
All rights reserved.




Rlchard at the Elecraft Booth

"IE}!

I."“‘-'&@‘ ©2o-11-.|;1‘"c TH. ; RiChard KG6TRD

o Al rights reserved.
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Plxel Technologles Booth 51

Won't you come and talk to me? | am not part
of the static display. Really, | am alive.

'. &e\ © 2011, RTC-TH,
%S/ Al rights reserved.



So if the radio is flexible,

FI eX Rad I O does that mean | don’t have

to stand so rigid and tall?

System
Booths 54-55

Software Defined Radios

oS

G aeywhare
fa anyihing. Ta
Eddipete wilh

/

-

FlexRad




Buddipole Booths 56-57

No, you don't have to do
ham radio alone. You can
get a buddy and they don't

have to be a Pole. Ham

radio is for everyone.

Bu_gDimLF

udi 1||} le.com

B ©2011, RTC-TH.
o3/ “All rights reserved.




i

_ GERC Buddies near Budd_iole Booth

S You have a point, Tom. If you have some buddies |
o but none of them is Polish, | don't think it is
possible for you to have a buddy Pole. Unless you
buy a Buddipole from the guys in Booths 56-57.

N0 ©2011, RTC-TH.
. .7 ~-Miights reserved. .
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Q.R. Zed Engraving Booth 58

Why can't Polish
names have more
vowels in them like
Hawaiian names?

' © 2011, RTC-TH. hm' |
¥ Al rights reserved.\ b 8
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Western Case Booth 59

A . A
PADDED U ARR v
CELL I S *PDA's « CAMERAS
ANTEED
N9

‘ i

i

GERC members should have a
Go Bag and a Bug Out Bag in
their emergency preparedness
equipment. Visit the GERC
website for suggested kit contents
www.neighborhoodlink.com/org/gerc
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GERC members should have a
Go Bag and a Bug Out Bag in
their emergency preparedness
equipment. Visit the GERC
website for suggested kit contents
www.neighborhoodlink.com/org/gerc




Tactical Advantage Gear Booth 62
s IF

Sure | got a light, but this
IS @ no smoking area.

AR

NI ©2011, RTC-TH.

mmaS7. Al rights reserved.




Military
surplus
antenna mast
sections were
availlable at
HamCon 2011

Note: These poles are

together, but that doesn’t
mean they’re buddies.

",gag ©2011, RTC TH
onone? Al rights reserved,



Getting a second wind

s L
.‘\.":\ -

-

Note: These guys are
buddies but they aren’t
Poles.



Lunch Break

Checking a
display board ?
for the
numerous
lunch options
both in and
out of the
convention.

ST ,-E‘./P:r
4T alighs reserved. Tom KI6YCC, Richard KG6TRD, Frank KG6TQV, Mark N7YLA
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Lunch Brea
e ) |1 T

!. i

;

Here is a | ymmm
moment g &
where
there are
just too
many

choices k2 R

. e S
77
A .
-

N1 ©2011, RTC-TH.

Yo Al rights reserved. Tom KI6YCC, Richard KG6TRD, Frank KG6TQV




Frank, GERC Head Chef takes the lea

=

") Al rights reserved. Mark N7YLA, Frank KG6TQV, Richard KG6TRD
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Narrowing down the choices

/

AT
N/ ©2011, RTC-TH.
i

o It Mark N7YLA, Frank KG6TQV (and some stranger’é hand from the left)



Heading to the car to drop off treasures...

" .‘ ¢ =

P - .
- !

- - —
-

Frank KG6TQV (back to camera), Tom KI6YCC,
£53) e ricTH Mark N7YLA (light blue ball cap hidden behind) Richard KG6TRD
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to lighten the load before lunch

Richard KG6TRD, Frank KG6TQV, Tom KI6YCC, Mark N7YLA



Onward to lunch

Houston, this is N7YLA
reporting we are “Go for
Lunch”, Over.




Mobile
I IERER
attract
attention on
the walk to
lunch




Richard spots an interesting antenna mount

7 "-"ge. ©2011, RTC-TH.

7  Allrights reserved. Richard KG6TRD



Fleld
Demo

Frank leads
the group to
lunch using a
low-tech built-
IN non-radio
bionic
gastronomic
directional
finding unit

NI ©2011, RTC-TH.
A | .
sesS7 Al rights reserved.
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Frank KG6TQV, Mark N7YLA, Tom KI6YCC, Richard KG6TRD -




Eyeballlng a potentlal antenna support

Good EmComm hams are very
conscious of their surroundings

"ge; ©2011, RTC-TH.
%S/ Al rights reserved.

Tom KI6YCC, Richard KG6TRD (hidden behind) Frank KG6TQV, Mark N7YLA,




Second Floor / Tech Sessions

Some of the Tech Sessions attended by GERC hams

Chris Storey KAGWNK Chip Margelli K7JA

Cluick Deployment
Reporting Emergencies Antennas for Field Day
With Ham Radio or Emergency

Communications

SECOND FLOOR

Jeff Lewis KJ7TX Marty Woll N&VI
Personal Emergency NVIS: The Ultimate Back
FPreparedness begets Up for Reliable Regional
Professional Emergency Communication
Preparedness

£ © 2011, RTC-TH.
cos” Allrights reserved.




Reporting Emergencies with Ham Radio
Chris Storey KAGWNK

Tom KI6YCC

- —
l P
AR

£ G001 RICTH  Mark N7YLA

%74 Al rights reserved.




Reporting Emergencies with Ham Radio
.

Is that what a

real emergency ! Tom KI6YCC

looks like?

Mark N7YLA

NS

' 5 34¢) ©2011, RTC-TH.
AW/ Al rights reserved.




by Marty Woll N6VI

Thank You!

Marty Woll N6VI
ADEC, ARES - LAX Northwest
BCUL 15, LAFD ACS

WIWW. ROVL.com




Quick deployment antennas for field day or
emergencies by Chip Margelli K7JA

e Y

Frank & Richard
attended this
tech session

NI ©2011, RTC-TH.

%iesd  Alrights reserved. Frank KG6TQV, Richard KG6TRD



A GERC Bump Into

Mark N7YLA
meets Dennis
KIBNQG at the
end of a tech

session by Chip
Margelli K7JA.

Dennis KIBNQG, Mark N7YLA,
v

‘I&a‘ © 2011, RTC-TH.
e Allrights reserved.




Fac-__e to

6
i

Face meeting
We meet 3

more often
on the
GERC Net
or during
GERC
EchoLink®
demo
activities
than we do
In real life.

]

CARW

(Y) ©201L,RTCTH.
Pog o =

“oes)  Allrights reserved. Dennis KIGNQG, Greg KI6GIG/HS0ZHM, Tom KI6YCC




L | -

Richard KG6TRD, Dennis KIGBNQG, Mark N7YLA, (unidentified non-GERC ham)

R.5he) ©2011,RTC-TH
C AT/ Allrights reserved.
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Mingling between sessions

e -
a5

Frank KG6TQV, Tom KIBYCC

--_-E'C_



Checking the program for tech sessions

p—

- r__-,..—-

Mark N7YLA, (unidentified non-GERC ham), Frank KG6TQV, Tom KIEYCC
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Frank’s dynamic video name badge
attracts attentlcn

(unidentified non-GERC ham), Frank KGGTQV Mark N7YLA, Tom KI6YCC

Hey! Check out this guy’s
crazy video name badge!!

"-“gaf © 2011, RTC-TH.
o Al rights reserved.




Frank shows off his video name badge

I

| gotta get a picture
of this! The folks
back home won't
believe it.

(YY) ©2011,RTCTH
“noas? Allrights reserved.




Catching up face to face

Frank KG6TQV, Tom KI6YCC :

&s ©2011, RTC-TH.
a =7 Allrights reserved.



Its better to network than to not work

Rl Say, do you happen to
know KI6GIG?

Boy, do | know

: KI6GIG!
(unidentified non-GERC ham),

| Frank KG6TQV, Tom KIEYCC |

i -

LENDORA

G

A

@ ..
i\

\ ‘
il | L
011 .zfi“H. §

Sl B " Mark N7YLA, Richard KG6TRD, Dennis KIBNQG

fl




Let me warn you about
KI6GIG...the one with
the camera...

Hey Dennis. Smile,
you're on candid
camera

3 ©2011, RTC-TH.
All rights reserved.




Geez, so you
did!

_ i ,. Heh, heh. Nothing
_— = [ B | | like team work.
! o : : : : Right, Greg.

o . |

Richard KG6TRD, Dennis KIGBNQG, Mark N7YLA




Some of the GERC Good Guys

.-}_
i

> 4‘4=;'\. ._}\ 4 -.'-‘._
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The RTC-TH was created to honor the
memory of Mr. Tang Suttisan, a father, a
farmer, and a man who valued education

and used it in starting his family farm

(Y) ©201L,RTCTH.
noas? Alltights reserved.




The Rural Training
Center-Thailand Is
dedicated to providing
community-based
environmental education
for the self-sufficiency
and sustainability of
small rural family farms
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