Robson Road Neighborhood Watch

Steering Group Meeting Minutes

March 28, 2011
In Attendance:


Steering Group Members

· Kris Looney

· Jim Wirscham

· Dave VanArsdale

· Rich Casabella

· Lucy Casabella

· Mary Hof

· Roxanne Rohrl

· Joanna Butler

· Mike Serdinak

· Liz Loczi
· Linda Lelito

· Renee Bush

· Beth Weil


Residents

· Tim Hodge
· Marie Hodge

· Jon Joseph
Discussion Points and Action Items:

· The minutes of the meeting of January 24, 2011 were reviewed. Liz Loczi moved to approve the minutes. Jim Wirscham seconded the motion. The minutes were approved as written.

· Roxanne Rohrl distributed a financial report. Roxanne has received total donations of $305 to date. Total expenses to date have been $136 to purchase 4 road signs. There is currently a balance of $169.  Roxanne has opened an account at First Merit and deposited the $169. She did not have checks printed for the account but will use bank checks for future dispersals. Liz Loczi moved to accept the treasurer’s report. Rich Casabella seconded the motion. The report was approved.
· Report from Sheriff’s Department – Sergeant Koubeck was unable to attend the meeting due to a last minute requirement to go to Wellington. He did supply a list of events logged by the Sheriff’s department for the January through March period. 

· One incident of harassing phone calls

· One incident of disagreement over repairs to a Pick-Up truck with parts missing from truck

· One incident logged as larceny with no details 

Randy also mentioned to Dave VanArsdale that 24 homes have been broken into on Rachael Drive in Lagrange. He warned with the warmer weather to remember to lock all doors.
· Newsletter

· The group discussed the effectiveness of distribution of the January newsletter.

· The most Northern ward did not receive newsletters
· Isolated incidents within other wards of household not receiving the newsletter

· Lucy indicated that she wanted a hard copy of the newsletters from Charlie but did not receive them

· Distribution of the next newsletter

· Ward leaders will be responsible for distributing to their wards – electronic copies to those with email addresses and paper copies by mail to those without email addresses. Leon will be responsible for the North ward since we have not filled that ward leader position yet.

· Roxanne volunteered to print color copies for anyone that needs paper copies.

· Topics for the next newsletter

· Publish list of individuals on the road that provide goods or services – ie. Eggs for sale, repair lawn mowers, or  mow lawns
· Stories on local heroes.

· Danger of driving through water when the road is flooded-Hodges are responsible for notification of the Township of high water on Robson Road.
· Smoke detectors available from Fire Department

· Green signs for house numbers available from fire department.

· Proper height for mailboxes along the road.

· Thanks to the Carlisle Twp roads department for replacing mailboxes knocked down due to snow plowing on the road.

· Comments on Web Site – only one question was raised about the new website. It was asked whether Steering Group Minutes are posted on the website. It was verified that minutes are posted. 

· Activities/Incidents in the Watch Area – none reported

Old Business
· Township Trustees – Jim Wirscham indicated that Berry Taylor was unable to attend the meeting.
· Don’t Litter Signs – John Joseph reported that he was the root of the signs. He had asked the Township to install signs that indicated that the road was sponsored by residents to keep it litter free similar to signs used on many state routes. The Township only had the Do Not Litter signs which were then installed.
New Business
· The proposed picnic for June 26 was discussed in detail. There was enthusiastic support for the picnic.

· Kris and Lucy had previously published notes from a planning meeting they held in early March. Listed below are decisions made at this meeting with regards to the picnic. 
· Herb Eye has volunteered to help Leon Denomme organize the adult games

· Tim Hodge volunteered to handle set-up and grilling. He has access to a large portable grill unit owned by the Mason’s

· Kris Looney, Rich and Lucy Casabella will be in charge of clean-up.

· Still need a volunteer to organize games for the children

· The Watch Group will supply the meat and buns. VanArsdale and Weil families will buy the food and be reimbursed by the group.

· All attending families will be responsible for supplying a pot luck dish, plates, napkins and utensils.

· Ward leaders will be asked to get a count of adults and children that plan to attend.

· Kris Looney and Judy Haseley will create a flyer to advertise the picnic.
Next Meeting
Monday May 23, 2011

7:00 PM


LaPorte United Methodist Church
· Dave to reserve the room - done
· Kris Looney to advertise the meeting in the Rural Urban.
· Charlie will be out of town on that night so Leon will be asked to chair the meeting.
