
Amateur Radio Preparedness – Public Service Radio Packs

Paint lipstick on ham radio operator and he/she is still a ham. The same is not true about the supplies and equipment 
that are used by these amateur radio communicators. Whether it is a disaster or a public service event the ham must be 
prepared to offer extended communications in a wide variety of situations. There are many names for the equipment 
that is used, but portability is the main requirement.  The Internet is rife with references and equipment lists, making it 
somewhat a challenge to know what is right to take along.  The names that follow with an (r) are commonly used by 
amateur radio communications organizations such as ARES, RACES, and others.

Emergency Bag
Emergency Escape Kit
Go Kit (r)
Go Bag
Bug Out Bag (BOB)
Duty Bag (r)
Call Out kit (r)
Emergency Deployment Kit (r)
Grab n’ Go Bag
72 Hour Kit
Disaster Supply Kit
Ready Kit
Emergency Car Survival Kit
Survival Kit
Amateur Radio Go Kit (r)
Jump Kit
Jump and Go Kit
Portable Emergency Kit
Emergency Jump Kit
Emergency Evacuation Kit
Disaster Kit
Grab and Go Emergency Kit

The Glendora Emergency Response Communications  (GERC) operators should prepare Public Service Radio Packs which 
include radio equipment that is used in non-disaster situations such as parades, races and other public service events
which may be held over several hours, or less. This bag, known also as a “fanny pack” allows for hands-free carrying of 
essential radio equipment to provide for uninterrupted and clear communications with a net control operator.  The 
emphasis here is on having plenty of spare battery power and a selection of small but high gain antennas to maximize 
the performance of the ham’s handy -talkie (HT) transceiver. The HT should be capable of 5 watts, and a few tools to 
make on the spot repairs should be included.  Be sure to have your radio pre-programmed with the special event 
simplex and repeater frequencies that may be used. Program  your radio manually, not with computer software.  
Practice, Practice, Practice! 

Equipment for Public Service Radio Bag

Fanny pack with multiple compartments.
2 meter/ 440 dual band HT – 5 watts or higher.
Speaker-  microphone
Earphones or earbuds
Rubber duckie antenna
High gain flexible antenna
Roll-up J-pole antenna or equivalent telescoping dipole with 6 feet of coax and connectors for radio.
Alkaline battery case for HT



Enough fresh batteries to make at least four complete replacements during the event.  Radios that use AA batteries are 
recommended. 

GERC Radio operator’s Guidebook
Notepad and two pencils
FCC license
Quick-reference card for the radio , or copy of instruction manual.
$10 in small bills and at least four quarters.
LED Flashlight with visor clip.
Multi use Tool
Small roll of electrical tape


