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Continues on page 8

Patrick Gage, MENA President 
This is my first column as president of our
neighborhood association.  I�m proud to be
on the board with other neighbors who
value east Sacramento so much they
volunteer their time to serve on the board 

and participate in events to bring our community closer
and improve the livability here.   
 

You re-elected myself, Rian Troth, Nancy
Cornelius, Joe Chavez, Valerie Roberts and we are
joined by newly elected board members Chuck
Czajkowski, Michael Greene, Janet Maira, and Claudia
Borden.  We are grateful to the board members that are
not returning this term for all their hard work keeping
East Sacramento the best place to live in the region.  At
the April board meeting I was appointed president, Joe
Chavez as Vice-President, Rian Troth as Treasurer, and
Valeria Roberts as Secretary.  The board has a wealth
of experience including traffic impacts, land use, parks
and schools, and working with the city on crime issues.  

 
One of my goals this year is to increase our

current membership, thank you for your 2008
membership.  Your membership money goes towards the
neighborhood improvement projects, production and
mailing of the newsletter and other miscellaneous
expenses.  

 
After you finish reading this please share it with

your neighbors and ask them to join MENA; and check
our website (www.eastsac.org) for the latest information
on what�s going on in the neighborhood.  Watch for our
new website coming later this year with a more user-
friendly layout and more information.   

 
Last year your dues and money raised by MENA were
donated to a local school for a computer lab, donated for
a remodeling book section at the McKinley Library,
purchased art for the Clunie Center, provided swim-
diapers for use at the public pool, fund �Stop & Smell 

 

President�s message

New MENA Board (L-R): Valerie Roberts, Nancy 
Cornelius, Chuck Czajkowski, Joe Chavez, Rian 
Troth, Patrick Gage, Claudia Borden, Michael 
Greene and Janet Maira (not pictured). 

the Roses Day�, and helped clean up litter at the
American River Parkway among other things.
Working together who knows what we can
accomplish. 
 
If you have an idea of something you would like us to
work toward let us know by sending an e-mail, letter,
or call us.  Contact information is in the newsletter or
at the website. 
 
Thanks for your support, I look forward to meeting
many of your and working to improve East
Sacramento. 

Newsletter Summer 2008
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Drop in Crime Reported in East Sacramento 
By Joe Chavez, MENA board member 
 
 According to statistics made available by the
Sacramento Police Department, crime has dropped in
East Sacramento during the three month period of
February 1, 2008 through April 30, 2008 compared to
the same period in 2007.  Even though East
Sacramento remains one our city�s safest
neighborhoods, MENA members continue to cite
crime as one of their largest concerns.   

 One way MENA works to keep East
Sacramento a safe place to live is by being a member
of the City of Sacramento�s Neighborhood Response
Team (NRT).  The NRT consists of East Sacramento
neighborhood police officers, code enforcement
officers, and housing inspectors who meet monthly
with neighborhood representatives. 

The purpose is to identify and prioritize ongoing criminal
activity and code violations and ensure they will be
investigated promptly with feedback given to the
neighborhood representatives.    

 MENA strongly encourages its members to report
any ongoing or persistent criminal activity or violations
occurring within East Sacramento by submitting
information to our website MENA@eastsac.org.  The name
of the reporting person will remain confidential if requested.
Please help us in this collaborative effort between MENA
and our Neighborhood Police Officers in keeping East
Sacramento one of the city�s safest neighborhoods. 

 

City of Sacramento Police Department Crime Report 
Report Requested By: Neighborhood - East Sacramento

Date Range: 2/1/2007 thru 4/30/2007 
 

Crime Type Summary 

Crime Type Total

Assault - Felony 16

Assault - Misdemeanor 17

Auto Theft 32

Burglary - Business 25

Burglary - Other 2

Burglary - Residence 22

Burglary - Vehicle 91

Drugs/Narcotics 18

DUI 23

Graffiti 34

Larceny Theft 83

Robbery - Business 5

Robbery - Other 6

Robbery - Purse 3

Vandalism 35

Weapon Offense 2

Grand Total 414

 
 

City of Sacramento Police Department Crime Report 
Report Requested By: Neighborhood - East Sacramento

Date Range: 2/1/2008 thru 4/30/2008 
 

Crime Type Summary 

Crime Type Total

Assault - Felony 14

Assault - Misdemeanor 16

Auto Theft 32

Burglary - Business 23

Burglary - Residence 19

Burglary - Vehicle 48

Drugs/Narcotics 17

DUI 14

Graffiti 2

Larceny Theft 92

Robbery - Business 5

Robbery - Other 3

Robbery - Purse 2

Robbery - Residence 2

Vandalism 30

Weapon Offense 4

Grand Total 323
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MENA Gives Back to the Community   

 
 
 

By Valerie Roberts, MENA board member 
 
MENA works with the East Sacramento community in many ways.  They tackle a wide variety of important issues
affecting East Sacramento�s neighborhood livability.  In addition, MENA has provided the funds to projects to 
improve the community for all of our neighbors.  This funding comes directly from the generous membership and 
community support for MENA.  These include yearly membership fees, donations and various fund raisers including 
MENA�s 2007 East Sacramento Home Tour. 
 
In 2008, MENA has contributed funding for the following community projects: 
  

• $5,000 to Theodore Judah Elementary School to be used to establish their mobile computer lab.   
 

! Staff and teachers from the school helped as docents for MENA�s 2007 East Sacramento 
Remodeling Home Tour 
 

! Theodore Judah also received a portion of the proceeds of tickets they sold to the event 
 

• $3,000 to City of Sacramento Gifts to Share for two wooden and steel park benches for our East 
Sacramento parks 
 

• $2,000 to Sutter Middle School for public area improvements. 
 

• $6,955 for a beautiful new art sculpture to be placed inside the entrance to McKinley library 
 

• $1,000 to Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates, (SABA) to purchase new bike lights 
 

• $1,000 to establish a collection of home remodeling, construction and heritage design books in McKinley 
library 
 

• $100 for baby pool diapers for distribution at Clunie Pool 
 

As you can see, your generous support for MENA helps strengthen and beautify your neighborhood and 
community.  Please help us continue this work by becoming a MENA member or making a donation today.  

Why should you renew your MENA membership?
What does MENA do? 

We work on a wide variety of neighborhood issues, 
including traffic safety, crime prevention, 

developments, local business promotion, residential 
parking, code enforcement and neighborhood 

beautification and upgrade projects, such as park 
work days and monthly reports to the city�s 

Neighborhood Response Team. 
 

Who are we? 
We are your neighbors - homeowners and renters, 
young families, seniors, churches, and businesses. 
We are united by our love for the community and 

desire to protect and preserve the features that make 
East Sacramento such a wonderful place to live, work 

and play. 

Great Reasons to join MENA:  
-To learn what's going on in your East Sacramento 

neighborhood  
-To protect your investment  

-To have a voice on issues that affect you and your 
family  

-To make friends and meet your neighbors  
-To get the ear of Sacramento's leaders  

-To make a difference  
-To be a part of a team  

-Because it's a good deal 

Membership Categories and Annual Dues:  
Senior/Student or Renter $10  

Homeowner/Business $15  
 

Please see page 7 for renewal form. 



McKinley East Sacramento Neighborhood Association Newsletter  4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MENA Board Meetings
 
The MENA board meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. in the Shepard Garden Arts Center next to McKinley Park.
All members are welcome to attend after first notifying the board at mena@eastsac.org.  
 
Issues ranging from retail development, neighborhood conflicts, local politics and community fundraising are brought to the table
each month. 
 
We hope to see you there! 

 

Is Infill Good For an Established Older Neighborhood 
with Primarily Single Family Homes? 

The following article is an opinion piece by the 
MENA�s Land Use Co-Chairs. 
 
By Nancy Cornelius, MENA board member 

Ron Maertz, MENA member 
 

There has been a lot of discussion lately about infill
projects, developers wanting to make money, and the
controversy of maintaining an older neighborhood
that is comprised of mostly single family homes.  One
of MENA�s objectives is to keep East Sacramento as
intact as possible. But, is infill good for us?  Some
MENA members say �No, we don�t want more people
and more cars.�  Some MENA members say �Yes,
because it results in less urban sprawl and a more
vibrant, walkable neighborhood and some increased
density is good.�  
 
If you are one of the people opposed, then how do
we as a neighborhood cope with vacant land or
redevelopment projects?  As a fact, many of these
sites are for sale and they can be purchased by
anyone. The zoning dictates that these sites can be
developed without any discretionary action by the
City Council. As you know, properties may also need
to be rezoned to permit the proposed new
development requiring action by the City Council.
Sites like the former Maryann�s Bakery site on
Alhambra near C will eventually be sold and
someone will want to develop it as a commercial
development under its existing zoning or into
apartments or condominiums, perhaps requiring
some action by the City Council.   
 
Can the City stop these sites from being developed?
The city has no jurisdiction to stop developers from
buying land or old buildings.  The City�s General Plan
has infill as a priority development strategy so we can
anticipate that the City Council will support infill
projects that come before them.  Rather than oppose
all infill projects just because they are infill, we as a
neighborhood association, have been trying to secure

mitigation of the impacts that are often associated with these
projects.  Traffic, noise and other impacts can often be
mitigated so that the project is less intrusive into the
neighborhood. 
 
Yes, there will be more cars in East Sacramento.  However,
there will be more cars whether infill projects are approved or
not because Sacramento is a growing city.  Without infill, 
pass- through traffic will continue to increase as urban sprawl
continues.  With infill, traffic will also increase, but the traffic
generated by infill projects will be primarily local traffic.  This
local traffic will likely be more conscious of our neighborhoods 
because they will live in these neighborhoods.  This local
traffic is also more likely to patronize local businesses
improving the economic vitality of East Sacramento. 
 
Yes, we love our homes and our neighborhoods.  How can 
we protect our neighborhood?  If you are a MENA member,
we welcome your opinion to mena@eastsac.org 

 
**** 
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Should Your Remodeled Home Be Part of MENA�s 
2008 East Sacramento Home Tour?  
By Rian Troth, MENA board member 
 
The MENA Home Remodeling Tour Committee is accepting nominations for entry for the Sunday, September 28 tour.
Proceeds from the tour fund community projects that enhance the beauty and livability of East Sacramento. 
Homeowners who have completed, or expect to complete their remodel on time for the late September tour, are
invited to offer their home for the annual fundraiser. Six homes will be chosen for the tour.
 
Proceeds from past MENA tours have funded new lights for McKinley Park along a previously dark stretch, upgraded
the Welcome To East Sacramento sign garden, support for the American River Clean Up, McKinley Library book
purchases, computers for Theodore Judah, M Street Fountain, park benches, playground improvements, and more. 
 
For more information on having your home on tour or even suggesting homes that you would like to see on the tour,
contact MENA at MENA@eastsac.org 
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Cannery Business Park Gets Green Light with 
Conditions 

By Chuck Czajkowski, MENA board member
 
The proposed modifications to the C Street Business 
Park were approved by the Planning Commission at 
a meeting on April 24th, 2008.  The applicant, the 
AKT Development Corporation, will be allowed to 
convert to office space approximately 86,000 square 
feet of space currently zoned as Light Manufacturing 
(M-1). The area in question is on the eastern end of 
the C Street Business Park.  This brings the total 
square footage for the complex to almost 320,000 
square feet. 
 
The approval from the Commission came with added 
conditions - many of which were sought by local 
neighbors.  These include time restrictions on use of 
the loading dock, expanded bicycle facilities, 
investigations into use of solar panel shading 
structures in the parking lot, and establishment of 24 
hour security.   
 
The Commission also conditioned the project to help 
mitigate traffic impacts to the surrounding 
neighborhood.  First, an all-way stop will be installed 
at the corner of C Street and 35th Street.  This was 
necessary to mitigate a problem with sight distance 
down C Street at that intersection. 
 

Second, AKT agreed to fund $10,000 to be used towards 
traffic calming measures even though their own traffic study 
did not find significant impact caused by the project. 
At meetings with the neighborhood, City Staff and AKT 
representatives, neighbors were very concerned that the 
findings of the traffic study were not representative of the 
impact in an already congested area.  The stories were 
compelling enough to convince AKT to agree to go above and
beyond what they were required to do and fund traffic calming
measures to help their neighbors maintain a livable 
community. 
 
This funding is critically important, especially for C Street 
residence between Alhambra and 33rd Street.  These 
neighbors face an almost endless stream of commuter traffic 
down their charming tree-canopied section of East 
Sacramento.  They have been fighting for traffic calming 
measures for years; enduring relentless speeders and 
countless automobile collisions.  
 
The specific traffic calming measures to be funded by the 
AKT will be decided by discussions between City, the 
Department of Transportation and neighborhood groups.   
 

 

 
 
Memorial/Protest from a C Street resident after her family cat was hit and 

killed by a careless hit and run driver. 
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River Clean-Up Volunteers Needed - Sept. 20     
 
By Rian Troth, MENA board member 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for Saturday September 20 - anytime between 9 am and 12 pm for the Annual 
Great American River Clean-Up.  The McKinley East Sacramento Neighborhood Association along with the 
River Park Neighborhood Association new this year will once again be sponsoring this worthwhile endeavor 
and be setting up a table for volunteers to meet at the Paradise Beach River Access location.  This location is 
in River Park at the end of Carlson Drive at Glenn Hall Park, where MENA will be signing people in, 
passing out trash bags, providing water, snacks and giving each volunteer a free t-shirt. 
 
Last year, over 1,100 volunteers participated at various river locations, removing over 2,000 bags of trash 
from the American River Parkway. 
 
Please join other MENA volunteers on Saturday September 20, in keeping the �Crown Jewel� of 
Sacramento clean and safe - join the Great American River Clean-Up! 
 
For more information contact MENA 

McKinley East Sacramento 
Neighborhood Association 

Board and Officers 
 

Patrick Gage 
President 

Joe Chavez 
Vice President 

Rian Troth 
Treasurer 

Valerie Roberts 
Secretary 

 
Board Members: Claudia Bordin, Nancy Cornelius, 

Chuck Czajkowski, Michael Greene, Janet Maira  

Big thanks to the following 
MENA member donotions  

Charles and Linda Purcell 
Allan and Jolene Eveland 

Carol Purin 
William and Helen Rotas 

Elizabeth Foremaster 
Stella Garin and Justine Wright 

Terry and Penny Kastanis 
Kurt Campbell and Claudia Bordin 

Georgia Miles 
Dr. Maurice and Kelly Herbelin-Farrar 

Ron and Kathy Inzerillo 
Rhoda McKnight 

Denis and Dona Zilaff 
Lee and Karen Butterfield 

Dr. Will Green and Martin Palomar 
Jerry Stout and Glenda Cheesman 

Frank and Pennie Chwalowski 
Dr. Terrance and Marion Jones 

Rita Kahl 
Pat Lynch and Ellen Cochrane 
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Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ 
 
State _______________________ 
 
Zip ___________ 
 
 

Phone number _______________________________ 
 
Fax number _______________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________ 
 
 
Member Status 
 New   Renewing  

Membership Categories and Annual Dues: 
 Homeowner $15 
 Business $15 
 Senior $10 
 Renter $10 
 Student $10

 
 
The McKinley East Sacramento Neighborhood Association is dedicated to addressing the needs of the East Sacramento 
area.  The success of the association is largely based on the participation of the residents and the business people of 
our area.  With that being said, please indicate which of the following issues are of particular interest or concern to 
you and your family. 
 

 Land Use/Development    Transportation    
 Parks and Playgrounds    Crime and police 
 Schools      Business/Commercial 
 Traffic      Historical preservation 

 
Other, please specify: _______________________________________ 

 
If you are interested in volunteering with MENA in some capacity (park clean up, remodeled home tour, etc.) please 
check here  
 
To which MENA projects would you like to volunteer your help? 
1. 
2. 
3.   
 
If you would like to take your membership a step further, please make a donation and send it to the 
address above. Your donation will purchase more books at the McKinley Library, help tend public 
gardens and parks and help promote a safer and more beautiful neighborhood for all of us in East 
Sacramento.  Please indicate on your check that the funds are a donation.

2008 New or Renewing  
Membership Form 

 
Please detach entire page and mail with your check to the 
following address: P.O. Box 160222 Sacramento, CA 95816 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

P.O. Box 160222 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

**** 
  Place an Ad or Write an Article! 

 
To submit an article to the MENA Newsletter, please email 
information to MENA@eastsac.org  The MENA Newsletter is
published by the MENA, which is responsible for its content. 
It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. 
 
 

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: 
 

Business Card: $50;    1/4 page $100;      1/2  page $150 
 

Please send ad or inquiry to MENA@eastsac.org 

Coming up in East Sacramento 
 

Thursday August 7 * 6:30 pm 
McKinley Library Ice Cream Social 

McKinley Library 
Free to the public 

 
Saturday August 9 * sundown 

Screen on the Green 
East Portal Park 

  �Hairspray� 
 

Saturday August 23 * sundown 
Screen on the Green 

Glen Hall Park 
�Breakfast at Tiffany�s� 

 
Saturday September 20 * 9:00 am to noon 

American River Clean-up 
Paradise Beach 

 
Sunday September 28 * 10 am to 4 pm 

2008 MENA East Sacramento Home Tour 
 


