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We want to know how you feel!

The Profile encourages readers to express opinions about
any of the articles that appear on our pages, or to simply
let us know about any topic of relevance to the residents
of central, south-central or near southeast Denver.

Letters To The Editor may be submitted in several ways:
Click on the Contact Us button above and send your 
letter as an e-mail message or attachment; fax your letter
to 303-778-7918; or mail your letter to Washington Park
Profile, 617 E. Jewell Ave., Denver, CO 80210

Action, Not Talk, Will Protect
Environment And Neighborhoods

Dear Mr. Kashmann:

My wife and I are longtime Washington Park residents,
some 28 years and still counting. I’ve been involved in the
grannie flats initiative with Robert Sperling, because I
believe it is one small thing that we can do to reduce
sprawl and the consumption of land and energy for
transportation. I have served on various Denver
committees over the years to adjust our zoning ordinance;
the last one I spent nearly two years on: the Quick Wins 2
committee. I’m an architect, and until recently owned and
managed a 30-person architectural firm under my name.

I enjoyed your article on “Green,” (July Profile) but had
some issues with Jim Jones’ comments in the one you
wrote on grannie flats. However, I believe both articles
are about living more responsibly and sustainably with our
environment. If every home in Denver suddenly had a
second living unit within the home or in the back yard, we
could accommodate the projected growth of the city for
the foreseeable future without using one more precious
acre of open space, forests or farmland.

That won’t happen, but providing a way to incorporate
grannie flats will help and, in combination with other such
methods to build more compactly, will reduce the
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environmental costs of growth. A compact city means
more people are closer to services, shopping,
entertainment, parks and open space, walking is easier
and car use for short trips could be reduced.

I don’t think I will try to respond to Mr. Jones’ remarks. His
fears are his, no matter how much I may believe
differently.

You might take a quick tour on the internet looking for 
Accessory Dwelling units, Grannie Flats, and Carriage 
Houses. It is not just Arvada, CO and Santa Cruz, CA that 
have adopted ordinances to allow grannie flats. Shoreline, 
WA, the state of Vermont, and numerous cities and states 
recognize grannie flats as one tool to address the 
affordable housing crisis, and the changing demographics 
as the baby boomers age. 

Household size is shrinking from the mythical 4 people
per houshold to 3.09 in 1960, to 2.53 in 1990 and even
less today. AARP has published a model grannie flat
code for cities and states to adopt, the Congress of New
Urbanism – the most successful development strategy
developed in years – promotes accessory dwelling units
as an important component of a democratically and
economically diverse community. Stapleton
redevelopment and Lowry are both examples of this
planning strategy, and both incorporate grannie flats as
part of their palette of ideas.

Your point about the environment being our most 
important priority is well taken, but action items are 
needed and grannie flats are one very helpful step toward 
accomplishing the goal of a more sustainable city.

Michael Kephart

 

Overland Neighbors Push For State’s
Recommitment To Safe Bike Transit

Dear Governor Ritter:

We’re quite proud of your recent efforts toward
establishing Colorado’s New Energy Economy. We were
aghast for years as the previous administration
interpreted CDOT as Car Dept. of Transportation. Since
the car is the root cause of most energy troubles, here’s a
great project to pursue that may be just under your radar:

I’m a member of the Overland Neighborhood Association,
which is near Overland Golf Course and the Evans light
rail station. The new bike/pedestrian bridge planned at Iliff
over Santa Fe Drive is high on our list of priorities. The
light rail station is virtually inaccessible from the
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southwest Denver neighborhoods, because the Evans
bridge is quite dangerous to cross without a car.
Additionally, the best southeast Denver neighborhoods
(including your own Platt Park) have no safe access to
the first and best urban bike transit corridor in the world:
the Platte River Greenway.

We’re asking for the State’s help in the bridge
implementation, since CDOT operates Highway 85
through Denver.

Talk about rapid transit – 22mph on skinny tires, no traffic
lights, hills, stops, or congestion. We routinely outpace
light rail going downriver. In return, we promise to reduce
carbon emissions as we get in better shape.

Last year, Denver was downgraded from a “Silver”
bicycle-friendly status to “Bronze” by the League of
American Bicyclists. One of the reasons cited for the
downgrade was that a number of decisions, policies,
programs and choices being made by agencies in Denver
indicated a diminished commitment to making Denver a
more bicycle-friendly community. As an example,
Denver’s 2001 Bicycle Master Plan update has been
largely unimplemented. A complete bike system could be
a major factor in reversing this trend.

The Colorado bicycling community applauds the
Governor’s vision. We look forward to your sustainability
initiatives, but please ensure that bicyclists are included in
all aspects of transportation and the planning process.
We pledge our continued support and involvement in
creating a more sustainable, attractive and livable
Colorado. Many cities and states have experienced the
economic benefits of encouraging non-motorized
transportation. Investments in bicycle facilities and
programs now will ensure that Colorado remains an
attractive and viable place to live in the future.

Sincerely,

Kevin Dickson

 

Sex Offender Flyers Appear To Be Nothing More 
Than Money-Making Ploy

Dear Editor:

Thought the following info might be worth mentioning in
TheProfile. 

I was out for my morning walk in the neighborhood,
walking north on Emerson St. to Virginia Ave., and then
south on Clarkson St. toward my home. I noticed some
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small square white fliers scotch taped to people’s doors,
handrails, etc.

I read one of them, stating that a sex offender had 
recently moved into the neighborhood and that one could 
get a list at www.neighborhoodredalert.com. I went to the 
website and became suspicious when I had to give my 
email and zip code before I could access any info. So I 
went to Google and found an article from the Rocky 
Mountain News of July 11, 2007, reporting a similar event 
in Broomfield. In order to get the list, one had to pay 
$4.99. Further, there was no indication that a specific sex 
offender had moved in to the neighborhood. It is a scam. 

The RMN article said that homeless and others are being 
paid to place the notices. Besides causing undue 
concern, it also caused an increased number of phone 
calls to the local police, hampering their attending to the 
real issues in the area. As I walked back to my house 
about 30 minutes ago, I did observe two men distributing 
the fliers.

Thanks for your service to our community.

Name withheld upon request

 

Infrastructure Priorities Task Force Should 
Re-examine Its Priorities

Dear Editor,

The Infrastructure Priorities Task Force’s final list of
recommended projects included a Bicycle/Pedestrian
bridge over I-25, to provide connectivity to the Colorado
Light Rail Station. Last week, the project was removed
from the list of projects to be considered by the City
Council Finance Committee on August 1.

This isn’t the first time this much- needed project has
seen the axe. Both the T-REX Project and FasTracks
removed the bridge from final consideration at the
eleventh hour. Now, somewhere between the IPTF final
recommendations and last week, the bridge was dropped
again.

Greenprint Denver calls for “vibrant, livable urban centers
that support walking, biking and mass transit, and that
reduce reliance on cars ...” However, when given this
opportunity to fund a project that will reduce our reliance
on cars, we pass it up.

The City talks a good game about reducing emissions
until difficult decisions must be made. Then it pulls a
project that would have direct impacts on reducing
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emissions. This comes at a time when the metro area has
recorded its fourth ozone violation, a threat to people’s
health that may result in regulatory actions by the EPA.

City Council Finance Committee, please reinstate this 
project. After all, what is our priority?

David Rapp
President, BikeDenver
www.bikedenver.org

 

Another Voice For Preservation Of The 
Northwest Neighborhoods

Dear Editor:

City Council District 1 (northwest Denver) contains more 
duplexes than any other Council district in the city. The 
teardown phenomena happening now in northwest 
Denver is creating even more duplexes, tipping the 
balance between duplexes and single family residences 
even more. Our density is increasing by leaps and 
bounds.

In the past number of years, approximately 107 or more 
scrape-offs have occurred. Almost all have been single 
family homes scraped for multiplexes. The special 
character and historic feel of Northwest Denver is rapidly 
being taken away from us by developers who have 
swooped down on our neighborhood to make a fast buck.

Meanwhile, the City is doing nothing to protect our 
neighborhood. They claim that they are rewriting the 
Zoning Code, but that may take years and not even 
address the situation. Whenever it happens, it will be too 
late at the rate the scrape-offs are occurring. The 
multiplexes going up are totally out-of-scale and 
incompatible with the established neighborhoods in 
northwest Denver.

The very charm of northwest Denver – the historic homes,
the ethnic and cultural diversity, the social and economic
diversity and the proximity to downtown and the sporting
and cultural facilities are the very thing that will bring it
down.

Why are our elected officials not speaking out about the
issue? Could it be that they take campaign contributions
from the developers, the builders and the real estate
community and do not want to offend them? We can only
give them our votes – doesn’t that count anymore?

For more information, please visit 
www.rightzoningnorthwestdenver.com.
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Sincerely,

Dick Bland 

 

Health Threats Of Overhead Power Lines 
Concern Clayton Resident

Dear Editor:

The Clayton neighborhood had five children die of brain 
cancer in a 10-year period. Clayton has two high voltage 
transmission corridors.

Because the researchers split the children into four age
groups, they found not enough deaths per age group to
warrant a finding of “statistical significance.” However, the
chances of five children dying in that small neighborhood,
of brain cancer, were 1 in 1,800.

Yes, I think the costs of burying as opposed to expanding 
the overhead lines are overblown, and the rewards of 
burying are understated.

What is one kid dying of brain cancer worth? At least you 
had a Councilwoman who objected to being bullied. 

Tom Anthony
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