Republican Club of Northwest Fairfield County
Meeting Minutes — July 27, 2006
Pickerington Ponds, Glacier Knoll Shelter House

Call To Order

Following the annual summer picnic at Pickerington Ponds, President Brian Sauer called the meeting of
the Republican Club of Northwest Fairfield County to order at 7:45 p.m. on July 27, 2006.

Reports

President Sauer presented a detailed report (see attached) of his ideas for the direction of the club. Since
his term is up at the end of the year, he encouraged people to consider running for office. He recounted
goals the club has met during the year, and those we are still working to achieve. He urged club members

to concentrate on upcoming elections, and discussed the current debate between the City of Pickerington
and Violet Township over a JEDD agreement.

Michael Kuberski gave the treasurer’s report. He reported that he did purchase the software the club
authorized him to buy at the last meeting.

Tim Mehan moved to accept the minutes of the last two meetings as printed, and Gina Bentle seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

New Business

Jeff Fix stated that he appreciated Brian’s president’s comments. He encouraged people to remember that
overall, city council is responsive to the township.

Steve Elsea spoke up that he would encourage Brian to scale down his president’s comments and put them
in a letter to the editor format.

Brian Sauer encouraged club members to walk with candidates in the Violet Festival parade.

A motion was made by Jeff Fix and seconded by Gavin Blair to adjourn. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Becky Pavne. Secretary



Pickerington Ponds -
Glacier Knoll Shelter
July 27, 2006

[ want to thank everyone for coming tonight to our Annual Club Picnic. I'll keep my
remarks brief and to the point. A few years ago this club was founded on the principles
of Managed Growth, Quality Education, and Ethical Government. We, asa club, have
continued to fight for these principles and in my opinion have not deviated from this
course. We have worked extremely hard in City Council elections, County elections,
State and National elections.

Today, we can proudly look at a number of officeholders as representatives of the ideals
that this club was founded on. The issues we face today as a community are not so o
different from the issues that we faced when this club was founded. Yes, the growth has
slowed, however, we are still wanting for real economic development, we are still
wanting for real assistance to our school district due to the lack of economic
development, and we are still looking for real cooperation and communication between
the different entities of government in this area, that being the city, the township, and the
school board.

I believe that we as a club need to recommit ourselves to this community as a whole, not
just the City of Pickerington, not just Violet Township, but as all of Pickerington. As 1t
stands now, the City has very little land to develop much of a commercial base in terms
of industrial development. This is one of the two types of development that will bring a
significant increase in tax dollars to the community, the other being office development.
These tax dollars resulting from this development would go a long way in alleviating the
burden that is currently faced by the citizens in this community who are currently footing
a heavy burden in property taxes to fund our school district.

We all want our children to go to quality schools, it is impossible to deny the fact that our
elementary and middle schools are overcrowded. This in and of itself affects the quality
of education the kids in this community obtain, also, as more and more levies fail it
directly affects the value of our property. Without going into detail, we all understand
the effect of lower property values in our community. Now, there is the sentiment in the
community that previous school boards have spent tax monies irresponsibly. That being
the case has led to a level of mistrust between a large segment of the community and the

- current school board, whether this is right or wrong is not the issue. The fact is that it
exists. This is an issue that eventually will have to be addressed by the current school

board, even though it may not necessarily be their fault, if they hope to see future success
with levies at the polls.

However, this ties into my main point, the lack of diversification in terms of where
funding comes from for our school district.

Currently, the city and township appear to be negotiating for a JEDD. However, a few
“elected officials in the city apparently question Violet Township and do not believe the



‘township will do as it says in regards to a JEDD. Truth be known, the only way that the
City of Pickerington is ever going to benefit from an industrial park of any size is by
working with the township to create a JEDD for that purpose. There is no other way for
the city to approach Route 33 without it.

‘The city paid a consulting group to do a growth management study and in that study it
clearly states,

“The city should continue to explore and develop regional intergovernmental
partnerships. The future economic and fiscal health of the city is tied to what
happens in surrounding areas, especially Violet Township. There are reasons for
a multi-jurisdictional approaclito planning in Pickerington’s case. First, there are
certain tools that cities have available to use that townships do not have available,
making partnerships potentially attractive to townships. Second, much of the land

. with major business development potential is located outside the city, particularly
south of Plckenngton along US 33.”

The study goes on to state that by not taking the attitude of cooperation, that damaging
competition between the entities will occur, which will ultimately result in “zero sum”
benefits. This has already been the case with the industrial park on Diley Road at Canal
Point and Violet Point, where a number of years ago, the City of Pickerington, wanted to
only be a part of it if it was the sole provider of water and sewage. Thus, nullifying
previous agreements with Canal Winchester where they would prowde sewage and
Pickerington would provide water, which by virtue of this compromise would allow both
cities to share in the revenue of the parks. This week, in the Pickerington Times Sun you
would be led to believe that the city had no idea a CEDA was being pursued by Violet
Township and Canal Winchester. Obviously, if the City of Pickerington was making the
proposition above and then abandoned the project when they learned they could not
provide both services, they knew the project was underway. More importantly, when the
city walked away, because they could not have all proceeds, instead of getting a share

like everyone else, the City of Pickerington receives nothing and will continue to receive
nothing.

This year the City of Pickerington has the opportunity to form a JEDD with Violet
Township off Wright Road. It is roughly a 3 acre parcel. This parcel is in the township,
the township has zoned it commercial, and regardless of what happens, a business will be
located there. The City of Pickerington has an opportunity to be a partner and share in
the proceeds of income taxes by providing water and sewer. If the City of Pickerington
does not seek a JEDD with the township in the future, and further tries to annex lands
already covered in previous annexation agreements, the city taxpayers will get to foot the
bill of a number of legal disputes regarding those annexations in the township.
Consequently, instead of generating more income for the community and the city, the

council will create more bills and expenses that the already overburdened taxpayers of
the city will have to pay.






