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                        Our October 16th Program 
 

 
Brazilian Orchids 

By Francisco Miranda 
 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT ME 

by Francisco Miranda 

Since quite small I had a lot of curiosity with nature, and so went through an 
unbelievable variety of different interests before I finally got into orchids. Just 
to give an idea of how badly undecided, until the last year of University I still 
was going to be a Marine Biologist. Well, this was back in 1978 when I was, 
guess what, a semi-professional diver. As people always ask me how my 
interest in orchids began, there is a very simple answer. While diving near 
rock slopes, I started noticing those very interesting and showy-flowered 
plants rooted directly to the rocks quite close to water level. The next thing 
was to start climbing on the rocks observing the different colors and shapes 
and of course collecting a few to try to grow at home. At this time I didn't 
know they were Cattleya guttata and C. intermedia but figured this out pretty 
fast as the collector and classifier mind started to work on the subject. I think I 
was always destined to be a Taxonomist, regardless of the subject, but seems 
that the overwhelming number of different entities in orchids prevented me 
from looking further on different interests. From that point on, I guess I've 
been infected with orchid virus and as every orchid person knows, there is 
rarely a cure or way back. 

 



Members in Action 

 

September Bloom Table photos by Jim Tear 

          

                   

Phalaenopsis heiroglyphica.  Carole Bennett had purchased the bare root plant at the World 
Orchid Conference and it produced three blooms on two short spikes.  The blooms are heavily 
barred and had a deeply fringed lip. 
 
Vanda Robert Delight ‘Garnet Beauty’  was displayed by Patty Cartwright.  It had six huge flat, 
garnet purple blooms.  The name describes the color of the flowers and the plant was a birthday 
present. 
Vanda Gordon Dillon ‘Lea’ brought in by Tiffanie Swigart had many spotted blue blossoms.  This 
large plant was well grown and a joy to see 

Alicera Pacific Nova ‘Butter Buds’ brought in by Carole Bennett had very deep yellow, flat 
blooms with very long petals and sepals.  Nancy said that this indicates that there was a large 
Brassia influence in this hybrid. 
 
Alicera Hilo Ablaze ‘Hot’, brought in by B. Reese, had spotted sepals and petals and sported an 
intense orange fiery large lip.  We learned that the shape of this Alicera indicated a smaller Brassia 
influence and probably greater Miltonia influence.  This was because of the larger lip and more 
reflexed petals and sepals than the other Alicera.**Cattleya Laudebec ‘Carmela” displayed by 
Laurene Gunter received the “Member’s Choice” ribbon.  The plant was well grown and had many 

waxy textured, intensely lavender spotted blooms.  
                                                                  



September Speaker 

                                                                                         
Michael Simm                                                                                                       Our photographer Jim Tear 

(photo by Jo Anne Hartzler) 

 

                                                                                       
Michael Simm’s program on “Venezuelan Cattleya Species in their Natural Habitat” 

By Carole Bennett 
Venezuela has many different habitats which provide\ living conditions for an assortment of orchids.  One 
area is very dry and the Andes mountains are up to 15,000 ft providing varying conditions.  The coastal area 
in the North varies from the south which has very distinct seasons; one very wet (raining every day) and 
another very dry when it does not rain at all for months.  With such varied habitat, Venezuela has several 
Cattleya endemic species what grow only here. 
 
Cattleya gaskelliana is endemic to Venezuela and grows at 2400 to 3600 ft elevation.  It was formerly used 
extensively in the 1940’s and 1950’s to produce hybrids for large corsages.  It naturally grows in large trees 
and blooms in April-May during the rains season. 
 
Cattleya jenmanii grows at similar elevations in the southern Venezuelan area bordering Brazil.  It grows in 
areas bordering cliffs and blooms in August-Sept in this area’s rainy season. 
 
Cattleya lawrenceana grows at lower elevations of 900-2400 ft.  It blooms either from March-April or again 
from August to Sept.  This species produces more flowers than the former species but the flowers are smaller.  
There are three separate populations of this species. Those in the flatland area must survive the six month dry 
season. 
 
Cattleya luddemanniana grows in the coastal areas.  It blooms twice yearly, in Jan-Feb., and again in Aug-
Oct.  In its range it grows on the north facing slopes of the mountain ranges in nearly full sunlight.  The 
temperature in this area can get up to 120oF.  These flowers are easy to identify because the throat of the lip 
has two distinctive yellow “eyes” which usually continue in the hybrid progeny. 
 
Cattleya Mossiae is called “Flor de Mayo”, but blooms in March to April.  It is also endemic to Venezuela 
and grows in the coastal range of the Andes on the southern slopes between 3000 and 3600 feet.  It has now 
been chosen as the national flower of Venezuela.  It is used in breeding to produce large corsage type flowers.  
It is interesting that ALL the plants in an area bloom at the same time and at about 2-3 weeks before the 
beginning of the rainy season.  The blooms last a long time (about 4 weeks in its native habitat, but about 7 
weeks in nurseries.)  Because they can form huge clumps, these cattleyas are now grown in pots or baskets.  
They are usually grown on cork slabs which last longer. 
 
Cattleya percivaliana is another endemic species.  These grow at 4200 to 6000 ft and bloom from Sept. to 
Dec.  They are used lately in breeding as they are very temperature tolerant. They can survive temperatures 
down to freezing and up to 89-90oF.  This is the only Venezuelan Cattleya that has a bad fragrance, especially 
at night.  The lip has a waxy texture.  This species has the smallest habitat of all the Cattleya species.  It tends 
to grow on rock slopes and has very thick and LONG roots.  The blooms have smaller lips than other Cattleya 
species of Venezuela. 
 
Cattleya violacea has the most widespread habitat and grows up to 1200 ft elevations.  It can be found from 
south Venezuela through Columbia, Peru, Ecuador, Guyana and Brazil in flatland with savanna.  This habitat 
has six months of dry conditions and six months that are wet.   The plants bloom from May to August and are 
fragrant.   



                                           

Dendrobium Bill’s Choice 

 
President’s Message: 

 

Greetings Everyone:�
��
All who attended last month's meeting must agree that it was a very entertaining, educational, and 
eventful evening. We missed those who could not be there and look forward to seeing you this 
month. Michael Sinn presented a wonderful program on Venezuelan Cattleya Species and 
displayed beautiful slides of the different species in their native habitats. It was informative and 
brought to light the need for orchid conservation in so many areas. We look forward to hearing 
Francisco Miranda speak this month on Brazilian Orchids Habitat. �
��
We have somewhat modified our meeting order and for the last few meetings have had Committee 
reports first, our speaker, refreshments, bloom table, and then old and new business. This past 
month we also held the raffle after members had their refreshments in hand. This has been done 
at the request of many members to look for ways to shorten the length of meetings, and also allow 
the speaker, guests, and others not involved in our Society business to leave if they desire. I would 
appreciate your input regards this experimental change. �
��
We are finally getting some much needed relief from the heat and need to look ahead to colder 
days and nights and take appropriate actions to protect our "babies".�
Hopefully, we will also soon be getting some relief from the very dry conditions we have been 
experiencing. �
��
We will be having a Board Meeting of the Executive Committee during the next week or so, and 
when the date is determined, it will be announced to the membership for any who wish to attend. 
On the agenda among other items is the need to form a committee to assist with our annual show. 
We are in need of a committee chairman and will be discussing ways to ensure that our show is 
the success that it has been in the past.�
��
We had a wonderful time putting in our display at Ridge Orchid Society show, and as usual, the 
show was very expertly executed and we were treated very well. More about our display in the 
newsletter.�
��
Finally, for those of you who were not at the last meeting, and may be somewhat confused. Kathy 
Cox has resigned her position as our President. Our thanks to Kathy for the time she did serve and 
the hard work she contributed.  Since our By-laws state that the 1st Vice President will then 
occupy this office, I have accepted to fill out the rest of the year. Our 2nd Vice President, Jeanne 
Dyer, has stepped up to 1st Vice President, and we will be appointing a 2nd Vice President. I have 
never held this sort of position before and look to all of you for support and assistance. I know that 
with the cooperation of our entire Society we can make this an exciting and fun filled year! 

�
�Dory Gallagher�
�

 
�

�
�
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TAMPA BAY ORCHID SOCIETY 

BREAKDOWN OF REVENUES &  EXPENSES TO DATE 

2008-2009 

Revenue Sources  Percent of Total Revenue 

CD Interest 130.83 5.15% 

Checking Interest 0.67 0.03% 

Member Trip 132.00 5.20% 

Membership Dues 952.50 37.51% 

Membership Pins 3.50 0.14% 

Other Income 54.00 2.13% 

Plant  Table Sales 34.55 1.36% 

Raffle Table 531.00 20.91% 

Shed Sale 700.00 27.57% 

Total Revenues: $2,539.05 100.00% 

Expense Items   Percent of Total Expenses 

Checking Service Fee 15.00 0.31% 

Facility Rental (Church) 300.00 6.29% 

Fuel Reimbursement 14.92 0.31% 

Hospitality 251.50 5.27% 

Library Books 83.77 1.76% 

Member Pins 38.52 0.81% 

Newsletter 95.14 1.99% 

Orchid Show 2008 (Books) 281.45 5.90% 

Orchid Show 2009 1,000.00 20.96% 

Plant Raffle Supplies 12.16 0.25% 

Raffle Plants 670.85 14.06% 

Show Displays 130.70 2.74% 

Speaker Fees 525.00 11.01% 

Speaker Travel 190.00 3.98% 

Sunshine Greeting Cards 32.93 0.69% 

Trailer Purchase 650.00 13.63% 

Trailer Supplies 118.69 2.49% 

Trailer Tax & Registration 115.92 2.43% 

USF Plant Sale 110.00 2.31% 

Web Hosting 133.45 2.80% 

Total Expenses: $4,770.00 100.00% 

   

Operating Profit/Loss: ($2,230.95)  

 



Get Ready for Showtime! 

 
Mark your calendar for March 13, 14, 15, 2009 for our annual orchid show at the 
Bayanihan Arts and Events Center.  Organizing a show for nearly 2000 visitors last year 
takes the skill and effort of all of us so be thinking about what area of the show you would 
like to work.  Last year, your participation and that of the rest of the members helped to 
make the show the biggest indoor flower show in all of Hillsborough County!     
  Jo Anne Hartzler 
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Reminder! 

Orctoberfest Bus Trip will depart October 25! 

                
Saturday, October, 25, the Tampa Orchid Society bus rolls out again for a fun filled 

field trip (say that twice) to Leu Gardens in Orlando, EFG Orchids Orctoberfest 
Celebration in Deland and then onto Ritter Orchids in Orlando.  We’ll leave Tampa at 8 
Am with a 2nd pick up in Brandon at 8:20.  EFG has 8 additional vendors for not only 
orchids but also supplies, Bromeliads and Tropical Plants.  The cost of $22 per person 
(member/guest price) includes transportation on air conditioned bus, snack breakfast and 
beverages, on bus historical tour of Deland, a free orchid at EFG orchids, snacks and 
dessert at Ritter Orchids plus entry into an orchid raffle.  We will return by 8:00 PM.  
      Mail your check to Jo Anne Hartzler, 3401 Valley Ranch Drive, Lutz, Fl. 33548 or 
pay at our monthly meeting on October 16.  Make checks payable to TBOS.  For more 
information or to sign up, call (813)310-7676.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Distribution and Exchange 

Thank you to this month’s raffle plant sponsors 
 

 
Featherstone Orchids  

And  

 
Krull-Smith Orchids (407)886-4134. 

 


