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WLCA NEWSLETTER

ELECTION RULES & UPDATES   
PRESENTED ON SEP 24th  

The Bexar County Elections Department will be the presenter at 
our meeting on September 24th.  The Elections Department is 
responsible for voter registration activities and election opera-
tions throughout the county.  This includes 712 voting precincts, 
53 political subdivisions, 20 independent school districts, 29 
cities, 3 military installations (including Lackland Air Force 
Base, Fort Sam Houston, and Randolph Air Force Base), and 
over 1,086,432 registered voters. 
Many changes have taken place over the past few years con-
cerning registration and voting.  The latest is ExpressVote com-
ing this November.  It will be tested at the upcoming state elec-
tion (below) before next year’s general election.  We will be 
reminded of election procedures and will learn of the upcoming 
changes.  

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT OCT 1st 
National Night Out takes place on Tuesday, October 1st, from 6 
to 10 pm.  This is a nation-wide observance designed to heighten 
crime and drug prevention; generate support for and participa-
tion in local anti-crime programs; strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police community partnerships; and send a message to crim-
inals that neighborhoods are united and fighting back. 

WLCA will not host a community-wide event this year.  Rather, 
we invite our members to organize block parties as a way of 
getting to know fellow neighbors and promoting safety on their 
streets.  Parties can be simple, with lawn chairs, basic refresh-
ments, and pot luck food dishes.  They can take place anytime 
within the four hours scheduled for the event.  During this time 
residents should turn on their porch lights to show solidarity 
with each other.  WLCA will assist with block parties hosted by 
our members if so requested.  Please let us know if any help or 
other information is needed.

 NAT’L PUBLIC LANDS DAY AT GARDEN 
We are returning to the garden on Saturday, September 28th, 
from 9 am to 12 noon.  This will be the City’s official National 
Public Lands Day event.  On the fourth Saturday of September 
volunteers assist with various projects designed to enhance pub-
lic parks, forests, waterways, and more.  It has been over two 
months since we worked the garden, other than to do some sur-
vival watering.  With the end of our hot, dry season, we’re hop-
ing to do some fall planting.  Please try to join us.  Wear head 
covering, work gloves, and sunscreen.  We will provide the tools.

 2020 Census - page 2
City Budget - page 3

Egrets Update - page 4

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful 

D1’s ROBERTO TREVIÑO 
SPEAKS ON OCT 29th 

Our October 29th meeting will feature District 1 City Council-
man Roberto Treviño.  District 1 encompasses the southeast cor-
ner of WLCA’s geographic area, from Zarzamora west to Glen-
more and from Cincinnati south to Culebra.  This includes such 
features as Little Flower Basilica, the Almaguer Dance Studio, 
and Nelson Elementary School.  District 1 also takes in down-
town and the Alamo.  The Councilman will bring us up to date 
on developments in these areas and on his legislative initiatives. 
Roberto is a native of McAllen, Texas.  He obtained his Bache-
lor's Degree of Architecture from Texas Tech University and 
MBA from the Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech. He  
settled in San Antonio where he established his professional ca-
reer as a Registered Architect.  He became involved in volunteer 
work and served on non-profit boards and citizen committees.  In 
December 2014, City Council appointed him interim Council-
man for District 1.  He was elected for a full term in 2015 and 
reelected in 2017 and 2019. 
On City Council Roberto chairs the City’s Arts, Culture, and 
Heritage Committee and serves on the Audit & Accountability, 
Comprehensive Plan, and Governance Committees.  He also 
serves on the Bexar Appraisal Board, the Alamo Citizens Advi-
sory Committee, and the Alamo Management Committee. 

Constitutional Amendments Special Election 
Last day to Register:  October 7th
Early Voting:  October 21st to November 1st
Election Day:  November 7th



 WLCA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President:  Alejandro Soto..........................................485-6168 

wlca@att.net 
Vice President:  Sally Avila........................................734-2093 
Secretary:  Ester Soto 
Treasurer:  Elia Reyna................................................279-7204 
Board Members: 
Marcy Gutierrez..........................................................313-8296 
Charles Oisten.....................................................702-733-0839 
Vicki Wright…………………………………..……286-7222 
JD Morales………………………………………….885-7146 

PARKS, PLANS, PROJECT 
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President 

After an absence of five years, I am once again on the City’s 
Parks and Recreation Board.  I had previously served on the 
Board for seven years.  In residing by Woodlawn Lake, it is dif-
ficult not to develop an interest in all parks, and with that an in-
terest in the many elements of our environment. 

A city park is a respite from our urban surroundings.  We appre-
ciate the quietness, the green terrain, people physically active or 
just relaxing, the wildlife with whom we share the space, and the 
sense of past.  For this we work to keep out the sense of a city.  
We have worked for less obtrusive traffic, with more stops, 
crosswalks, and slower speeds around the park.  We have fought 
paving in favor of turf.  We have advanced recreation, as with 
improvements to our pool, walking trail, and dance studio.  We 
have campaigned for healthier surroundings, against litter, pet 
waste, and tobacco smoke.   We have promoted education and 
environmental awareness with events as our annual Earth Day. 
Our March-April 2019 Newsletter mentioned a plan to protect 
views within the park, from the park outward, and inwards to-
wards the park.  The Office of Historic Preservation is looking to 
amend the River Improvement Overlay (RIO) Districts Ordi-
nance to include Woodlawn Lake.  Currently, there are seven 
RIO districts, including Broadway south of Hildebrand, the 
Riverwalk, and the Mission Trail.  Woodlawn Lake would be the 
eighth, serving to preserve the neighborhood scale and sight lines 
of the park area.  The RIO protections would be in addition and 
secondary to the building standards set forth by the Woodlawn 
Lake Area Neighborhood Conservation District. 
SAWS has implemented several programs to conserve water.  
This includes educational programs, the WaterSaver Rewards 
Program (Nwsltr May-Jun’19), and help with irrigation controls 
and leak detection.  It has sponsored a rain barrel program and is 
now looking at a rain harvesting program.  This would be incen-
tives for the use of cisterns, or tanks, holding much more water 
than a barrel.  Some cisterns are in use at Eco Centro and at the 
One Stop Center.  They are also in the plans for the new Alma-
guer Dance Studio building.  The home versions would be of a 
smaller size and would not hold enough water to irrigate a lawn.  
However, they could keep a vegetable or flower garden or other 
green patch watered during the summer.  We will keep our mem-
bers updated on this and other SAWS programs.   

The September 15th edition of the Express-News contained an 
article on the DIG League volunteering at the Centennial Gar-
den.  This took place on July 14th (Nwsltr Jul-Aug’19).   We 
have relied on volunteers from our community to develop and 
maintain the garden, and we are thankful for all the help.  We 
will be adding plants to replace those that we have lost (page 1).  
We would also like to add seating areas among the flowers.  Our 
garden  remains a work in progress.   

WLCA Birthdays 
September:  flower - aster; birthstone - sapphire 

Francesco Cristadoro, Evangelina Escamilla, Frances Estrello, 
David Garcia, Alyssa Leal, Rose Montejano, Norma Jean 
Moore, Kay Shaw, Vicki Wright 
October:  flower - calendula; birthstone - opal 
Diana Arevalo, Sylvia Ayers, Mary Ann Black, Ana Mercedes 
Herrera, Carol Herrera, JD Morales, Rose Perales, Sid 
Sablow, Anita Valencia, Laura Wauson

U.S. CENSUS 
The U.S. Constitution calls for a nationwide count of every per-
son living in the United States every 10 years.  In 2020 all U.S. 
households will be able to respond online. Paper forms will still 
be available, and you can call 1-800 numbers to give responses 
over the telephone.   Households that do not respond by early 
April may receive visits from door knockers trained to conduct 
interviews and collect responses using smartphones. 

If visited, verify that a census taker who comes to your home is 
legitimate. He/She should have a Census Bureau photo ID badge 
and a copy of the letter the bureau sent you.  You can also search 
for an agent’s name in the Census Bureau’s online staff directory. 
Check that a census mailing has a return address of Jefferson-
ville, Ind., the site of the National Processing Center.  If it is 
from somewhere else, it is not from the Census Bureau. 
Do not give your Social Security number, mother’s maiden 
name, or bank or credit card numbers to someone claiming to be 
from the Census Bureau. Genuine Census representatives will 
not ask for this information.  Do not reply, click links, or open 
attachments in a suspicious census email. Forward the message 
to ois.fraud.reporting@census.gov. 
Do not trust caller ID—scammers can use “spoofing” tools to 
make it appear that they are calling from a real Census Bureau 
number.  Call the National Processing Center at 800-523-3205, 
800-642-0469 or 800-877-8339 (TDD/TTY) to verify that a 
phone survey is legitimate. 

https://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/main/email.cgi
mailto:ois.fraud.reporting@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/main/email.cgi
mailto:ois.fraud.reporting@census.gov


  

Next WLCA Meeting:  Sept 24th at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room in the Gym Building

Remaining meetings in 2019:  Oct 29, Dec 3

ROAD WORK IN OUR AREA 
The City Budget (above) funds street work in the WLCA area for 
2020.  These streets are scheduled for rehabilitation:  Wilson from 
W. Woodlawn to Culebra; Texas from Bandera to Wilson; Rouse 
from Bancroft to Cincinnati; Glenmore from Culebra to S. 
Josephine Tobin.  These are scheduled for preservation:  Texas 
from Wilson to S. Josephine Tobin; Adaes from Culebra to S. 
Josephine Tobin; Alexander from Cincinnati to French; San Anto-
nio from Fredericksburg to French.  Sidewalks are planned for 
Ashby from Elmendorf to Zarzamora (both sides) and Kentucky 
from Goodrich to Adaes (both sides).  Notice will be given to af-
fected residents before any of these projects begin. 
Rehabilitation essentially is street reconstruction.  It involves re-
moving the existing pavement entirely and sometimes the base 
layer as well.  New aggregate base material is placed and compact-
ed or the old material is pulverized and re-compacted.  A new as-
phalt surface is placed on top. Curbs, gutters and sidewalks are 
often replaced as part of a road reconstruction project. 
Preservation is treatment to protect the roadway.  Sealing or over-
lay, depending on the condition of the road surface, prevents mois-
ture from working its way under the asphalt into the base layers.  If 
moisture penetrates the asphalt, it can compromise the integrity of 
the structure and cause fatigue cracking and potholes. 

WLCA MONEY MATTERS 
WLCA’s Articles of Incorporation dated December 16, 1991, 
states:  “The properties and assets of the corporation are irrevo-
cably dedicated to charitable purposes.  No part of the net earn-
ings, properties or assets of this trust, on dissolution or other-
wise, shall inure to the benefit of any private person, or any 
member, director or officer of this corporation.” 

To achieve this end, on July 5, 2006, WLCA established Finan-
cial Rules (amended October 29, 2009, and November 29, 2011).  
The Rules, posted at this Association’s entry at neighbor-
hoodlink.com, set forth procedures and requirements regarding 
WLCA’s finances.  Some of the Rules are:   

The Executive Board of the Association, meeting as a whole, is 
the Finance Committee of WLCA.  The President and Treasurer 
are the authorized signatories in WLCA’s checking account.  No 
one can sign a check on which he or she or a member of his or 
her household is a the payee.  Any request for payment from 
WLCA funds will be on an approved form.  Payments will be 
only for expenditures approved by the Executive Board or the 
membership at a regular meeting.  Any requests for reimburse-
ments must be supported by a copy of the original receipt.  Re-
ceipts must be provided for payments made in advance within 10 
days following the expenditure. 

WLCA will donate Association funds to individuals or organiza-
tions in the community, subject to our criteria, availability of 
funds, and approval by members.  Any donation request, unless 
an emergency, will be referred to the Finance Committee.  A 
request approved or modified by the Committee will be present-
ed to the members for approval.  Donations are limited to $200 
per request.  The members can require an accounting of the do-
nated funds.  Monthly financial activity and the balance on 
WLCA’s accounts are reported at each regular Association meet-
ing.  All financial records are available to members for review.

HISTORIC HOMEOWNER FAIR 
The 11th Annual Historic Homeowner Fair (HHF) will be Satur-
day, September 21st, 9 am to 2 pm, at the Pearl Stable, 307 Pearl 
Parkway.  HHF brings together owners of aging and historic 
homes with local professionals, services, products, and solutions 
to educate homeowners about caring for and maintaining their 
properties.  It features local contractors and preservation organi-
zations, as well as educational sessions and hands-on demonstra-
tions.  You do not have to live in a historic district to attend this 
free event hosted by the City’s Office of Historic Preservation.  
Free parking is available.

CITY BUDGET FOR FY 2020 
On September 12th, City Council voted to adopt the FY 2020 City 
Budget.  The $2.8 billion budget funds streets, sidewalks, and 
drainage through the next year.  As required by state law, the bud-
get is balanced and keeps the City’s tax rate the same as last years. 
The budget funds the street maintenance program with $110 mil-
lion.  It funds 16 new police officers and 4 new park police offi-
cers.  It includes a $5,000 Homestead Exemption to complement 
the tax relief homeowners will receive from the state's school fi-
nance bill, saving the average homeowner about $128 per year. 
The new Homestead Exemption goes into effect on October 1. 
The budget includes funding to address drainage issues in District 
7 alleys that are either in the 100-year flood plain or drain directly 
into the flood plain.  It provides for a  Sidewalk Squad dedicated to 
repairing sidewalks, geared to taking the financial and legal burden 
from homeowners while ensuring residents can safely move 
around their neighborhoods.  The City will continue funding 
projects like the Bandera Road Corridor Plan, Linear Creek Trail-
way expansion, and park development.  The budget dedicates $1.3 
million to family violence prevention.  San Antonio suffers from 
epidemic levels of domestic violence.  These efforts take on new 
meaning in light of the revelation that many mass shooters often 
have a history of domestic violence. 

The WLCA Newsletter is published bi-monthly, at the end 
of  each  odd-numbered  month.   It  is  sent  by  email  to 
members with internet service and by US mail to all others.  
Let us know if we do not have your current email address.  
Email saves on printing, paper, and postage.

http://neighborhoodlink.com
http://neighborhoodlink.com
http://neighborhoodlink.com
http://neighborhoodlink.com


  

CATTLE EGRET UPDATE 
Our March-April 2019 Newsletter brought up the issue of cattle 
egrets at Elmendorf Lake Park.  Joint Base San Antonio is con-
cerned about these birds interfering with military aircraft.  The 
City is concerned about health issues.  Both parties, along with 
the US Department of Agriculture (USDA), have worked to 
modify the habitat and deter birds from roosting at the park.  
Audrey Nava has been WLCA’s representative at the public 
meetings.  Charles Oisten, as WLCA’s representative on the 
Westside Creeks Oversight Committee, has also been involved. 
A plan is set to begin this mid-October.  It will continue through 
the winter months and until the new breeding season begins.  
The timeline is meant to provide an idea of the methods that will 
be occurring, but the frequency and use of these methods de-
pends on bird activity. 
First, underbrush will be cleared and trees trimmed on bird is-
land.  Once habitat modification is complete, the USDA will 
work to relocate birds through the use of visual and audible de-
terrents.  Sometime between November and February, noises 
similar to fireworks will go off for roughly two hours before 
sunset (heard within a maximum two-mile radius of the park). 
Our concerns are that only the egrets, and not other park fowl, 
will be affected, and that the egrets will not find a new home at 
Woodlawn Lake. 
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Woodlawn Lake 
Community Association 
PO Box 28374 
San Antonio TX 78228

 COMING EVENTS 
Transportation Improvement Program Public Meet-
ing, Thur. Sep 26th, 6 pm, VIA Metro Center, 1021 San Pedro:  
learn and give your thoughts about the transportation projects ex-
pected to receive federal funding over the next four years. 

Síclovía, organized by the YMCA of Greater San Antonio, Sun. 
Sep 29, 10 am - 3 pm:  city streets will become car-free for fami-
lies and pets (on leash) to walk, run, ride bikes, and enjoy; from 
Travis Park, north on Alamo and Broadway to Mahncke Park.  

Re-visit Your Pot of Gold (Home Insurance Policy), 
Sat. Oct 5th, 10:30 am - 12:20 pm, McCreless Library, 1023 Ada 
St:  The Bowen Center presents this free event on making the most 
of your policy (you can bring it with you).  For information and to 
register—bowencentersa.org; 210-595-7793.  

Planet K Día De Los Muertos, Sat. Nov 2nd, 4 - 8:30 pm, 
Woodlawn Lake Park: Witness an epic light display of life-affirm-
ing fireworks (8/8:30 pm) to celebrate the Day of the Dead Planet 
K style and come together as a community to pay tribute to those 
we have lost. 

Solar Fest, Sat., Nov. 16th, 10 am - 3 pm, Hemisfair:  family fun 
and learning with live music, local artisans, a variety of food trucks 
and engaging activities celebrating energy efficiency, renewable 
energy, and our beautiful city! 

http://bowencentersa.org
http://bowencentersa.org

