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WLCA NEWSLETTER

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ 
SPEAKS ON JAN 29th

Justin Rodriguez, newly appointed County Commissioner for 
Precinct 2, will speak at our January 29th meeting.  He was 
appointed to the position by County Judge Nelson Wolff 
following the death of Paul Elizondo who had served in that 
post for 30 years.  Justin was sworn in on January 4th and will 
serve until an election is held in 2020. 

A native of San Antonio, Justin graduated from Antonian High 
School, received a bachelor of business administration degree at 
the University of the Incarnate Word, and earned his law degree 
at the University of Wisconsin.  He served as president of the 
Jefferson Neighborhood Association from 2002 to 2004.  In 
2004, he was elected to District 7 Trustee for the San Antonio 
Independent School District.  He served two terms representing 
District 7 on City Council, from 2007 to 2011.  He won a seat in 
the Texas House in 2012, where he represented District 125 
until he resigned to take the County job.

The Commissioners Court is the overall managing and 
governing body of Bexar County.   It is comprised of the County 
Judge and four Commissioners.  Each Commissioner is elected 
from and represents a quarter of the population of the county. 
The County Judge is the presiding officer of the Commissioners 
Court. The Court is responsible for budgetary decisions, tax and 
revenue decisions, and all personnel decisions except for certain 
positions which are either elected or appointed by the judiciary 
or other committees. The Court also appoints and monitors the 
actions of all County department heads other than those offices 
headed by elected officials. 

CLIMATE PLAN & CITY 
ENVIRONMENT ON FEB 26th

Our February 26th meeting will focus on the City’s Climate 
Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP).  A representative of the 
Office of Sustainability will discuss SA Climate Ready,  which is 
the implementation of CAAP.  In addition, Briauna Barrera, 
Climate Justice Organizer with Public Citizen,  a consultant on 
the Plan, will discuss general environmental issues.  She was to 
be at our meeting last October 30th, but was cancelled because 
of a schedule conflict (Nwsltrs Sep-Oct’18 & Nov-Dec’18).  
In 2017 City Council voted 9-1 to support the Paris Climate 
Agreement, joining more than 300 other cities nationwide after 
the Trump administration withdrew from the agreement.  SA 
Climate Ready is a city initiative aiming to improve the quality 
of life of all residents and make the city and its people better 
prepared to face expected changes in climate. This initiative is 
exploring both mitigation strategies, aiming to reduce or prevent 
greenhouse gas emissions, and adaptation strategies aiming to 
prepare the community, municipal government operations, and 
other key sectors for the anticipated impacts of climate change.
The mission of the Office of Sustainability is to enhance the 
environment,  quality of life, and economic vitality through 
innovative programs and policies for all residents, as well as 
future generations.  Over the past 14 months, it has collaborated 
with community stakeholders, consultants, CPS Energy, and 
others to create San Antonio’s first climate plan.  The plan 
focuses on the above initiatives and lays out strategies for 
completing these actions. An essential component of this process 
has been to engage the community to better understand the 
collective vision and priorities of businesses and citizens.  The 
first draft of the plan is being released on January 25th (at about 
the time this newsletter is published).  It will be followed by an 
official 30 day public comment period to raise awareness and 
collect feedback. 

Meet Your Board - page 2
Renew Your Membership - page 3

Park Improvements - page 4

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful 

SPEAK UP ON PARK HISTORY
The City’s Office of Historic Preservation is hosting a 
community input meeting on February 4th to discuss the history 
and significance of Woodlawn Lake and strategies for preserving 
its unique sense of place for future generations to enjoy.  Come 
tell stories and share your ideas for protecting views and other 
important cultural aspects of the park.  It will begin at 6 pm at 
the Salvation Army Peacock Center, 2810 W. Ashby, Bldg 2. 
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GOALS, GAINS, GUESSES
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

Our January speaker is newly appointed County Commissioner 
Justin Rodriguez (page 1).   I met Justin in 2003 when he was 
president of the Jefferson Neighborhood Association and I was 
beginning my first term as WLCA President.  Justin then went on 
to the school board, city council, state legislature, and now 
county board.  As for me, I’m still WLCA president.

In 2010 Justin initiated the City’s first no-smoking law.  The 
original proposal included a ban on smoking in our parks.  That 
provision was reduced to playgrounds and gazebos in order to 
garner council votes for passage of the ordinance.  Serving then 
on our City’s Parks Board, I was disappointed that only one 
member joined with me is supporting tobacco free parks.  Nine 
years later we are close to finally having achieved smokeless, 
thus healthier, cleaner, and more family-friendly, parks (page 4).

The current federal government shutdown brings a reminder of 
trash problems at our park.   Many federal sites now have over- 
flowing trash cans that are not being emptied.   Each year prior to 
our City’s Fourth of July celebration, we ask park visitors to carry 
out their trash and recyclables.  Our July-August 2017 Newsletter 
mentioned a “leave no trace” policy.  Park visitors should be 
responsible for removing their own litter, uneaten food,  spent 
charcoal, and yellow tape.  We carry in these items in a container; 
we can use the same containers to carry out what we do not use.  
That should be the practice whether we’re at a national park, a 
beach, or Woodlawn Lake.  

On December 13th, the District 7 office sponsored a tree lighting 
at the Park.  A 21-foot tall lighted evergreen was placed by the 
Island House.  Area neighborhood associations were invited to 
place ornaments reflecting their organizations.   Marcy Gutierrez 
created a large wooden plaque of a lighthouse for WLCA.  We 
thank Marcy for her imagination and work in producing this 
artistic piece that was on prominent display during the holidays.  

Although we are proud of our Centennial Garden,  now is the not 
best time to visit.  Barring any hard freezes,  the dormant plants 
soon will be sprouting new shoots, with blooms to follow.  We 
expect a field of bluebonnets, with many young plants now 
covering the ground.  We will be scheduling work days to add to 
and spruce up the garden.  Let us know if you want to be notified. 

Our May-June 2018 Newsletter noted that road surface 
improvements would begin in mid-June on N. Josephine Tobin 
Drive between W. Woodlawn and W. Mistletoe.  Construction 
would last about three months.  This was based on a TCI flyer 
left at my door.  The work did not actually begin until August and 
is just now nearing completion.  The flyer also said that “garbage 
pickup is generally not affected.”  Solid Waste trucks did not 
enter the area during this construction.  It just proves that things 
do not always turn out as planned, but they do eventually happen.  

WLCA Birthdays
January:  flower - carnation; birthstone - garnet

Charles Bartlett, Stella Castillo, Andries Coetzee, Janice 
Clayton, Ben Garza,  Norma Gonzales, Katherine Guerra, 
Marcy Gutierrez, Eloy Lozano, Todd Minshall, Ernest Rubio, 
Rosalinda Rubio, Virginia Saenz, Kevin Sethi, Gloria 
Valenzuela

February:  flower - violet; birthstone - amethyst

Beth Coetzee, Peyton Coker, Mary Ann Contreras, Darlyne 
Cox, Jane Dunnewold, Minnie Garcia, Aaron Hoover, Teresa 
Longoria, Sarah Mockler, Sylvia Reyna, Maria Rodriguez, 
Maria Sandoval, Rebecca Vecera

WLCA’s NEW BOARD
WLCA’s new Executive Board was elected on November 27th 
and took office on January 1st.  They will lead the association 
for the next two years.  The duties of the Board and the functions 
of the incumbents are listed in our Nov-Dec 2018 Newsletter.
Alejandro Soto, a solo practice attorney, begins his ninth term as 
president.   Sally Avila, Early Childhood Educator, owner and 
director at Educational Childcare Cottage, moves up from the 
board to serve as vice president.  Ester Soto, retired federal 
service personnel staffer, returns as secretary.  Elia Reyna, 
retired from Kelly Air Force Base and co-president of the 
Jefferson Neighborhood Association, continues as our treasurer.
There are four elected board positions.  Marcy Gutierrez, art 
teacher at Jefferson High School, begins her fourth term.  
Charles Oisten, a Maintenance Supervisor for a nearby 
production plant, starts his first full term after filling a vacated 
spot in 2017.  Vicki Wright,  Business Development Manager for 
Accent Food Services offering coffee, vending, micro markets, 
and water filtration, also begins a full term after her appointment 
last year.  JD Morales, a financial compliance auditor, St Mary’s 
alumnus and Fiesta Oyster Bake Chair, begins serving his first 
term on the board. 
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Next WLCA Meeting:  Jan. 29th at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room @ Gym Bldg

Other 2019 meetings:  Feb 26, Mar 26, Apr 30, May 28, 
Jun 25, Jul 30, Aug 27, Sep 24, Oct 29, Dec 3

PLEASE RENEW your WLCA membership for 2019. If your member information has not changed, just send your payment 

annotated “2019 dues.”  If it has changed, please send the Form above with your dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374, San 

Antonio TX 78228; or bring the Form and your dues to our next WLCA meeting.  If the address page of this Newsletter 

shows that you have paid for 2019, or if you get an email saying that you have paid, please disregard this reminder.

Woodlawn Lake Community Association--Membership 2019

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________ Zip:________________________

Phone:____________________________________ E-mail:__________________________________ _______

Membership type:  _______Individual ($5 per year)     _______Family/Household ($10 per year)
(please check)  _______School, _______Non-Profit, or _______Business (each $10 per year)

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

CLIP

OR

COPY

ZARZAMORA PRIMO
VIA Route 520 has been upgraded to Primo 103.  The bus line 
travels on Zarzamora to its southern terminal at the Madla 
Transit Center.  Route 672 connects it to Texas A&M.  The 
Primo bus travels north to Frederickburg Road and ends at the 
Crossroads Park & Ride.  Route 95 or Primo 100 then connects 
to the Medical Center.  Primo 103 has daily service from 4 am to 
1 am, and 12 minute service intervals from 6 am to 6 pm. 

DIGITAL KIOSK AT PARK
A digital kiosk now stands along S. Josephine Tobin Drive by the 
lake spillway at our Park.  The kiosk features a wi-fi hotspot that 
allows the user to stay connected.  The kiosk screen is like a 
large smart phone.  Its touchscreen can be used to advertise local 
businesses and provide public service announcements.  Users are 
able to access information on city services, way-finding, and 
transportation options.  They can also find events,  businesses, 
restaurants, and other information for our area.
When a pedestrian is not engaged in the kiosk, it is in passive or 
default mode.  It features a combination of city, community, arts, 
and commercial messaging.  The interactive mode is when the 
kiosk is engaged.  The kiosk displays a dashboard of applications 
with relevant content relating to travel and nearby sites.

The kiosk and its services are provided at no cost to the City or 
to taxpayers.  It is ADA compliant and is multi-lingual.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
In April we will distribute the Spring Membership Drive edition 
of our newsletter to all residents within WLCA’s boundaries.  
Each year, before the City’s Earth Day event at our Park, we tell 
our community about WLCA as a way to recruit new members.  
In recent years we have been unable to get enough volunteers to 
cover the 3000 plus homes in our area.  We are hoping to get a 
group willing to do the door-to-door delivery.  We will consider 
paying a service to do the job for us at a moderate cost.  Please 
let us know if you are aware of a group or service that could do 
this work or if you are willing to help us out with this project.

HOLIDAY GIFT PROJECT
For the fourth year WLCA chose to do something for children 
who might not otherwise have a good holiday.  This year we 
expanded the program to four families.  Dr. Carol Chincanchan 
provided the names of three families; the fourth name came from 
a local youth group.    
Rather that giving toys and other presents as in previous years, 
we decided to give passes to educational venues.  Justin Holley 
was able to procure passes to the San Antonio Zoo, the Witte 
Museum, and the DoSeum.  He packaged the passes in decorative 
baskets and added holiday favors.  WLCA added McDonalds gift 
cards to each basket.  Alejandro Soto and Marcy Gutierrez 
delivered the baskets to the families' homes.  We hope that our 
contribution helped to make their Christmas day happier and 
more memorable. In addition to those named above, we thank 
Debra Dehlinger for her personal donation to the project.

FLOOD & DRAINAGE UPDATES
On February 16,  the District 7 office and the City’s stormwater 
engineers will host a community meeting at the Young Women’s 
Leadership Academy from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  It’ll be an 
opportunity for residents to both learn about current 
flood-control projects and pinpoint on a map where their 
drainage issues are occurring.



  !

 NEW STUDIO & BETTER TRAIL
At a community meeting on January 8th, we learned of plans for 
the Almaguer Dance Studio and the Woodlawn Lake Park 
walking trail.  The dance studio improvement is also funded by a 
2015 State appropriation for a community center at the Park.
The current dance studio was built as an angler’s shack next to 
the casting pond in the early 1950’s.  It was enlarged as it 
transitioned into its current use.  It is named for an employee 
with the San Antonio Parks and Recreation Department who 
taught music and dance to the children of the city from 1934 
until her retirement in 1970.
The plan is to demolition the building in November, and erect a 
new dance studio and community center at twice the square 
footage.  The design will replicate the 1950’s architecture,  to 
include the large fireplace at its front facade.   It is expected to be 
completed in January 2021.  The project includes connection to 
the Alazán Creek Trailway from the parking area.  The dance 
programs will relocate to another facility during construction.
The walking trail around the lake will receive another upgrade.  
All current asphalt will be replaced will concrete.  The concrete 
then will receive a resilient rubber surface.  This includes those 
parts of the trail that are now concrete.  This surface will provide 
better foot absorption for walkers and runners.  That type of 
surface is currently in use at some other city parks. 

Woodlawn Lake

Community Association

PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

SA PARKS:  A BREATH OF FRESH AIR!
The City’s Parks and Recreation Department has unveiled its 
Draft 2019-2029 SA Parks System Plan.  The Plan will guide 
planning decisions on the expansion, capital improvements and 
programming of city-owned parks and recreational facilities, 
green space, and trails.  It is at www.saparksandrec.com.  The 
City invites feedback at that site and at meetings to be held.  

One goal in the Plan is for tobacco-free parks.  This supports a 
campaign begun by WLCA in 2013.  The provision is as follows:
“Parks are places for people to play, exercise, relax, and enjoy 
time outdoors.  These experiences are all enhanced when parks 
are healthy and clean spaces.  With support from public health 
advocates, environmentalists,  and cities across the country,  a 
national movement has gained momentum to make parks cleaner 
and healthier for everyone by making them tobacco free.
“Tobacco-free parks protect our health,  promote healthy living, 
reduce litter,  remove risk to wildlife,  decrease environmental 
toxins, and provide places for adults to model healthy behavior.  
As of 2017,  more than 500 communities across the country 
adopted laws establishing smoke free parks--including over 50 
Texas municipalities.  In an effort to promote community health, 
the City of San Antonio can join this growing movement and 
adopt tobacco free parks, allowing healthier lifestyles to spread 
throughout the city, one park at a time.”  
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