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Cascade Highlands Herald 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands September 2017 

 

A little time, a little effort, makes for a better neighborhood! 
 

 

Upcoming CHNA Events 

We do not have a date for our 2018 cleanup, as it can't be set 

until after October 1.  However, we always attempt to schedule 

this for the last Saturday in July and hope to obtain that date for 

2018. 

 

Fiscal Report 

CHNA August balance will be $4,068.97 after grant funds are 

included.  This factors in a $1,978 Watershed Alliance grant 

check that will be used to partially offset the cost of trees and 

ooze tubes (used to water the plants) for our neighborhood tree 

planting.  The balance also includes recent revenue from garage 

sale fees, resource conservation payment for recycling at the 

cleanup and curb address painting payments, as well as 

expenses from the garage sale. 

 
 

Thank you to all of our dedicated newsletter 

distributors - you help make Cascade Highlands 

a great place to live!  Thank you to Jackie 

Andrewjeski, David Bilby, Judy and Dick Bird, 

Gary and Peggy Bowman, Joe Bruzda and Kim 

Peterson, Debbie Burkland, Dave Bush, Joe 

Byrne, Rosenna and Ken Cheng, Mark 

Crawford, Son Do, Julie Dunn, Doug Gaub, Marc Hadenfield, Jim 

and Shareefah Hoover, Mary Ellen Hunt, Ann Horstman, Maureen 

Humbert, Brenda Jensen, Mark Johnson, Jean Kent, Pearl Liang, 

Elise Miller, Doug Mineau, Holly Orr, Pat Poe, Rose Ann and Tony 

Ranft, Steve Schmidlkofer, LeeAnn Stewart and  Teddy Peetz, 

Sharon Wilton and Niel Wolf for helping distribute the July 2017 

newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

C.H.N.A. LEADERSHIP 

Chair 
Jean Kent 896-7291  
jeaken@pacifier.com 
 

Vice-Chair 
Gary Bohman 254-2009 
pegarma@aol.com 

 
Treasurer 
Son Do 891-0923 
Son_do@hotmail.com  

 
Secretary 
Mark Johnson 260-9140 
 

City Liaison 
Natasha Ramras 487-8484 
Natasha.Ramras@ 

cityofvancouver.us 
 

Newsletter Editor             
Mark Johnson 260-9140 

 
Newsletter Distributor             
Erika Johnson 260-9140 

 
Website Coordinator 
Dan West  
dan@westofnorthwest.org  

 
Neighborhood Police Officer 
Corporal Jim Burgara  

487-7540  
772-2567 (cell) 
Jim.Burgara@cityofvancouver.us 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands
mailto:pegarma@aol.com
http://by114fd.bay114.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=84a416917bb73cc60685bec806d02894e4252a7151bb1bb5e19b0c647a146bd0&mailto=1&to=dan@westofnorthwest.org&msg=13FFD201-3E20-49E1-B8FD-B19D5A5411C8&start=0&len=1164&src=&type=x
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2017 Garage Sale 
Update 
Thirty-two CHNA neighbors 

participated in this year’s 

garage sale.  According to 

the ‘salers’, Friday was 

FABULOUS, Saturday was really good, and 

Sunday was pretty slow.  As part of the 

evaluation process, someone suggested adding 

Thursday and deleting Sunday so we’re asking 

for people’s opinion about that.  (If you have an 

opinion, please contact Jean Kent now because 

the decision must be made before the sale is 

planned and communicated for 2019.)   
 

Also, participants suggested that two other 

categories be added to the next sale’s map: 

C/S craft supplies and V vintage/collectable.  

We appreciate these ideas!  Our event is 

stronger and more successful because of 

suggestions from the participants. 

 
 

Sprucing up Homestead Park 
As part of the discussion about parks during our 

Dessert Meeting we talked about sprucing up 

the park - pulling ivy from tree trunks, 

removing dead trees, cutting off dead tree 

limbs, pulling weeds, trimming hedges, etc.  As 

a result, we met with the city’s volunteer 

coordinator, Hailey Heath, and set up three 

possibly four volunteer events. 

 

Phase I of the cleanup has already taken place 

at the south end, with the primary concern of 

targeting the ivy from around the bottom and 

the trunks of the trees.  The set-up was a short 

time frame so there were a couple hiccups 

(mainly no bark dust was delivered and the 

debris bin was not emptied after Friday), but 

seven volunteers came on Friday and over 10 

worked on Saturday.  That debris bin was 

STUFFED - we did get all the ivy (and another 

plant - nobody knew what it was) removed from 

around the bottom of all the trees.   
 
 

We pulled and scraped up weeds from the south 

entry way as well as the 19th St. entryway and 

along 159th Place for a distance, we cleared out 

grass and weed growth from around the base of 

four of the field trees, we pulled weeds, 

removed some hanging branches, and trimmed 

the hedge on the west side along the road, we 

started weeding the west triangular entrance off 

of MeadowPark, we edge-trimmed along the 

south entrance and play-oval curb, and we gave 

a ‘haircut’ to the greenery around the southeast 

entrance. 
 

We spread one cubic yard of dark hemlock 

mulch but needed MUCH more mulch to do a 

good job and make it look really good.  Here’s a 

huge thank you to the volunteers, and also to 

the city for arranging for the debris box, the 

truck with all the tools, and the city AmeriCorps 

worker, Sam, who cheerfully led the effort. 

 

It is possible that we can get a Watershed 

Alliance grant to purchase some bushes and 

ground cover to replace those which died when 

the water was turned off.  We have to make 

sure the sprinklers are working in those ‘bush’ 

areas first, however. 

 

Phases II and III will happen after the dead 

trees are removed from the eastern edge and 

the dead limbs from the pine on the southeast 

side of the park are cut.  We will communicate 

these dates as soon as they have been 

determined.  Please watch for sandwich-board-

information in the park and/or consult: 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cmo/page/home

stead-park-work-parties.   

 

The next event will be on a Saturday and 

Sunday - another work-when-you-can effort, 

but, if you can, please sign up on either the 

website or the on-the-day paperwork, so that 

the city gets credit for the hours you 

volunteer/donate.  This assures the future of 

city support for this program. 

 
 

Did You Wonder About 
Park Crest’s Resurfacing 

Process? 
Did it seem to you like the surface 

of Park Crest was fixed and then 

milled off?  Why would that be the order of the 

project?  Here’s the reply to that question... 
 

Granite Co. repaired failing sections of 

pavement prior to milling on Park Crest Avenue. 

This streamlined the process and meant that 

the traffic had less time which had to be spent 

on the milled surface.  
 

The pavement repairs are required by contract 

for failed road areas. If they milled first and 

then performed the pavement repairs, traffic 

would be on the milled surface longer until 

pavement repairs could be completed and the 

road repaved. 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cmo/page/homestead-park-work-parties
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cmo/page/homestead-park-work-parties


-3- 

 
 

2017 CHNA Cleanup Report 
The 2017 CHNA went relatively 

smoothly although there were 

communication problems with the 

Waste Connections workers regarding 

the placement of the equipment and specifically 

which items we were recycling.  As a result, we 

did not recycle as much as we usually do.  In 

addition, we were unable to secure the Goodwill 

truck so we ended up having to transport some 

of the recycled items ourselves, rather than 

having Goodwill do all that leg-work for us.   
 

Business was pretty steady with 126 dumpster 

coupons used (which is 5.52 tons of bulky 

items) and 45 yard debris coupons used (3.09 

tons of yard debris ).  Four bicycles were 

donated to Bike Clark County (on Main St. 

downtown, as opposed to the place we’ve used 

in the past - Community Cycling Shop in 

Portland - which required $5.00 for each 

bicycle.  Bike C.C. is both closer and cheaper!), 

10,240 pounds of metal for which we received a 

check for $135.18, $54.00 donated to CHNA, 

and $90.00 donated to F.I.S.H. of Orchards.  A 

super-amount of 1105 pounds of food and 

personal care products were donated.  Thank 

you, generous neighbors! 
 

It’s important to hold in mind that this 

worthwhile event works because 1) the city of 

Vancouver does the high-level-over-all 

organization and pays the tipping fees, 2) 

Waste Connections sends trucks and drivers, 

and 3) CHNA volunteers work two hour shifts.   
 

We cannot have cleanups without CHNA 

volunteers!  Jim and Shareefah H. delivered the 

cardboard, Christina and Randy E. drove a 

large-pickup giant load of TV’s and other large 

electronics to Goodwill on 117th, and Gary B., 

Randy D., Erika J., Joseph L., Sandy H., Dan 

W., Emalie B., Bob McD., Shareefah, Christina, 

and Jean K. all worked on this Saturday 

morning.  Terry C. also allowed us to use his 

pickup to transport the bicycles. 
 

Please consider volunteering for next year’s 

cleanup.  We NEED you!  Here’s a BIG thank 

you to these volunteers.  Without you we 

cannot have this cleanup.  Thank you too to the 

city for sponsoring this event. 

 

 

 

 
 

Where to recycle Cell Phones, 
Tablets, etc.? 
The city’s RecyclingRight App has some options 

for both reuse and recycling of used phones. 

You can use the app that’s online at 

www.cityofvancouver.us/recycleright or 

download it from the Apple store (iPhone) or 

Google Play (Android) for smart phones and 

tablets. Just type in cell phones for the full list 

of options. The app is a great source of 

information for questions about all kinds of 

items, and the information is updated regularly. 

You can even suggest additional items that we 

should add to the recycling/reuse/disposal 

questions. 

 
 

Recycling Glass 
Did you know that glass bottles are 100% 

recyclable, but if thrown in the garbage, take 

about 1 million years to breakdown? Making 

new glass from your recycled glass also requires 

30% less energy and reduces the use of raw 

materials. In addition to helping the 

environment, recycling your glass helps create 

local jobs at the facilities to which your recycled 

glass is shipped. 
 

After you put your glass in your glass-only bin, 

Waste Connections picks it up and empties it 

into the recycle trucks.  W.C. then transports 

the glass to West Van Materials Recovery 

Center in Vancouver, WA, where it is unloaded 

and held until there is enough glass to send to 

the sorting facility. The glass is driven across 

the Columbia River to Glass to Glass/eCullet, a 

joint-venture recycling facility in Portland, OR., 

where it is sorted into various colors using an 

optical sorting machine. 
 

Once it is sorted by color, it is taken just a few 

miles down the road to Owens-Illinois where the 

actual glass recycling happens. Many of the 

bottles and jars you recycle become new bottles 

and are distributed locally and nationally.  

Please remove the lids/corks from all glass you 

put in your glass recycling cart. 
 

In general, we do a great job in Clark County 

recycling glass.  Opportunities to recycle have 

expanded so that now everyone, at home and 

at work, can recycle glass bottles and jars. 

For more information about glass recycling, 

please contact (360) 892-5370.  
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Recycling Plastic ‘Bags’  
(taken from the website: 

https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling- 

bags-and-wraps/plastic-film-education- 

individuals/learn-whats-recyclable/) 
 

Please recycle only clean, dry plastic bags and 

film. Remove receipts or any other items from 

the insides of the bags.   
 

Examples of bags to recycle include: 
 

Retail, carryout, produce, newspaper, bread, 

and dry cleaning bags (clean, dry and free of 

receipts and clothes hangers) 
 

Zip-top food storage bags (clean and dry) 
 

Plastic shipping envelopes (remove labels), 

bubble wrap and packaging air pillows (deflate) 
 

Product wrap on cases of water/soda bottles, 

paper towels, napkins, disposable cups, 

bathroom tissue, diapers, and female sanitary 

products 
 

Furniture and electronic wrap 
 

Plastic cereal box liners (but if it tears like 

paper, do not include it) 
 

Any film packaging or bag that has the  

How2Recycle label 
 

However, do not recycle this material in your 

curbside bin. 
 

Take your plastic bags, wraps and film to a 

grocery store or other retail that accepts 

this material for recycling. 

 

Do NOT include: 

Degradable/compostable bags or film packaging 
 

Pre-washed salad mix bags 
 

Frozen food bags 
 

Candy bar wrappers 
 

Chip bags 
 

Six-pack rings 
 

 

Additional Newsletter Deliverers 
Needed 
If you’re willing to deliver this newsletter to a 

route (usually about 35 houses) please contact 

Erika Johnson or Jean Kent.  If you cannot 

commit to a regular route, we also need people 

to substitute when our regular distributors are 

unable to do it.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
Nextdoor.com Website 
CHNA is a participant in the Nextdoor.com 

website.  Please consider joining.  [Homestead 

Acres has its own separate account.]  

Nextdoor.com now allows you to select whether 

or not you can read and send posts by/to 

nearby neighborhood’s members. To join, go to 

cascadehighlands.nextdoor.com/join/.  Common 

posts have topics like “Found cat”, “Good 

plumber recommendation?”, “Moving boxes 

available for free” or “Need an electrician”. 
 

 

Leaf-Drop Box 
Scheduled Fall 2017 
Our leaf-box is scheduled for 

two weekends, Nov. 11 & 12 

and Dec. 9 & 10.  The location 

will be the same as last year, the 

northern stub of SE Briarwood Drive, north of 

SE 12th Street. 

 
 

Water Those Youthful Trees 
If you have a young tree please water it.  Set 

the hose on it with the water flowing at 

approximately the diameter of your little finger 

and leave it there for 30 min.  Repeat this every 

two weeks if the tree is older than three years, 

every week if the tree is one, two, or three 

years since planting.  This promotes the growth 

of deep roots which will help the tree thrive 

once there is no summer watering. 

 
 

Minutes from July 24 Annual 

Meeting - Mark Johnson 
 

1.  Board members introduced (Jean, Gary - not 
present, Erika, Mark, Son, Dan - came later), 

meeting norms set 
 
2.  Julie Hannon - Director, Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Progress is being made in regards to 
park maintenance, but the department is short seven 

people right now due to current budget restrictions.  
The war-of-the-weeds (clover, dandelions, etc.) has 

not yet been won: the process of addressing weeds 
with watering, fertilizing, aerating and spraying will 
continue over the next five years.  English Ivy 
concerns in Homestead Park can be addressed 
through "Adopt-a-Park" and other programs.  Parks 
and Recreation plans to assess the health of all the 
trees in Homestead Park.  

 
 
 

http://cascadehighlands.nextdoor.com/join/
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CHNA Meeting Minutes (cont.) 
 

Julie also noted that work continues on the new 

Waterfront Park.  A construction crane is now 
working, the Grant Street pier development 

continues, and most of the remaining park elements, 
including the extension of the Waterfront 
Renaissance Trail, open lawn, a play area, an urban  
beach, basalt steps, seating areas, and other typical  
park furnishings, will be complete during the summer 
of 2018.  This will be a destination park where you 

bring visitors to show off your city. 
 
3.  Chris Sneider, Pavement Program Manager, 
Brooke Porter, Outreach Coordinator.  We are the 
12th neighborhood association meeting they’ve 
attended to explain this year’s pavement upgrades.  
In regards to our city streets, the focus is on a 

combination of Preservation (less expensive and 

work-intensive) and Resurfacing (for streets where 
the cracking requires repaving).  Two of the streets 
most in need of repair right now are in our 
neighborhood: SE 15th and a piece of Briarwood.  
These streets are in the process of being repaved, 
while some maintenance work is being done on 

Parkcrest, Village Loop and 160th.  A neighbor noted 
concern about the new ADA-compliant curb ramps 
being too slippery and Chris said that he would look 
into it. 
 
4.  Jean Kent - elections of officers, change of by-

laws.  (Chair, Treasurer, and Newsletter Distributor 
be changed to a one-time only one-year term.)  All 
five members of the current executive board were re-
elected.  The change of terms was also passed.  

Chair, treasurer and newsletter distributor will stand 
for re-election again next year in order to offset their 
terms with the terms of the other offices. 

 
5.  Erika Johnson - pollinators.  Two-thirds of our 
food would cease to exist without pollinators (such as 
bees, butterflies and beetles).  To make a positive 
difference in your yard, you can plant flowers and 
trees that attract and feed pollinators.  Also you can 
reduce lawn, layer plants, leave some bare soil for 

nesting, provide a water source, and reduce pesticide 
use.  The Master Gardener program administered 
through WSU Vancouver will begin a new Pollinator 
Posse program in the near future that will engage 
neighbors in implementing changes in their yards 

that benefit pollinators.  A honey bee hive needs 

about a quart of water a day. 
 
6.  Treasurer’s Report - balance is $1796.35.    That’s 
plus $192 for garage sales, plus a $4.00 donation, 
and plus $55 for curb painting.  Expenses for garage 
sale have not been subtracted yet (total $159.56 - 
we didn’t lose money this year!). 

 
7.  Mark Crawford - Homestead Acres.  Mark 
discussed the positive changes made in the 
Homestead Acres area, including fence maintenance,  

 

bushes, mulching and clearing of weeds.  Not all 

residents donate to the Maintenance Fund but about 
⅓ do, thank you.  We need a sustainable amount 

donated each year in order to pay for the landscaper 
work. 
 
 

8.  Dan West - NTSA Report.  Dan noted that the 
NTSA is currently on hiatus over the summer, with 
the next meeting being in September.   Neighbors 
are cordially invited to attend any meeting (third 
Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m., city hall). 
 

9.  Miscellaneous Items -  Jean Kent 
a.  Leaf-Drop Box Scheduled for Fall 2017;   
 scheduled for two weekends, Nov. 11 &  

12 and Dec. 9 & 10.  The location will be the 
same as last year, the northern stub of SE 
Briarwood Drive, north of SE 12th Street.  

b.  Cleanup;  Major changes.  ARC will come  

this year, not Goodwill (only cloth and small 
household items in good shape), electronics 
(Earth Friendly Recycling will bring a trailer, 
but no TV’s or CRT’s can go on it), cardboard 
(will have to transport to Paper People, 
11007 NE 37th Circle), bicycles to Bike Clark 

County on Main St., there’s no small engine 
recycler so those items will go 

  into the metal recycling box; we will still  
  have the chipper for yard debris 
 c.  re-install speed cushion (bump) between  

18th St. and V.L.? - asked 12 directly-
affected residents in Homestead Acres and 

Homestead Park.  Eight in favor of 
reinstalling, two ‘don’t cares,’ one no, and 

one maybe.  Report given to Brooke who 
communicated with engineers.  Cushion WILL 
be reinstalled. 

 d.  park irrigation restored - not sure  
about peripheral areas? but neighbors  

think that the park looks so much better  
with the watering 

 e.  National Night Out - Aug 1 (first  
Tuesday in August) 

 
10.  Re-state meeting norms - items of interest or 

concern.  A neighbor gave thanks to Jean for all her 
efforts towards the CHNA garage sale that had just 
completed.  Another neighbor asked people to please 
help pitch in to improve their neighborhood through 
yard maintenance, bush and tree upkeep, removing 

weeds-in-the-street, and other actions. 

 
 
The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood Associations in 

their effort to share vital information with residents to create a more 

informed public.  However,  the information provided and the 

opinions and views expressed in Neighborhood Association 

newsletters or other documents, do not necessarily represent the 

position of the City of Vancouver, nor does the City determine 

whether the information published is accurate or appropriate. 

 

Printed by the City of Vancouver Office of Neighborhoods



3-DAY EMERGENCY SUPPLIES NEEDED 

Shopping list:  

□ Water - 3 gallons (or more) per family member 

□ Non-perishable food to last the family at 3 or more days 

□ Radio with spare batteries or hand crank powered 

□ Flashlight with spare batteries 

□ First aid kit 

□ Dust masks 

□ Moist towelettes & toilet paper & other sanitary needs 

□ Plastic garbage bags 

□ Tools to turn off utilities 

□ Bleach – unscented ordinary 

□ Matches/lighter in water tight container 

□ Candles 

□ Spare change of clean clothing 

□ Dry blankets  

□ Storage containers  

□ Disposable eating & drinking utensils 

□  Local map 

□ Pet food & supplies 

□ Whistle to call for help. 

□ Don’t forget your medications 

	

	

Never use outdoor 

cooking or hea ng 

appliances inside. 

Carbon monoxide is 

a poisonous gas. 

Keep generators  

outside ‐ not in the 

garage. Don’t use 

propane lanterns 

inside. Carbon mon‐

oxide is  invisible and 

odorless. 

If you can afford it, 

why not stock 

enough for others 

who may be in need? 

Why not volunteer as 

a CERT or Fire Corps   

member? You’ll be 

be er trained to help 

Disasters to consider 

Earthquakes 

Floods 

Wildfires 

Tornadoes 

Hurricanes 

Home Fires 

Blackouts 

Biological Threats 
Volcanic fallout 
Lock down to pro‐
tect in place 

 

Visit www.ready.gov 
Emergency           

responders may be 

beyond their capaci‐

ty to meet your im‐

mediate needs.  

Be ready! 


