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WLCA NEWSLETTER

CHIEF PROPERTY APPRAISER 
AT MAR 27th MEETING

Our March 27th meeting will feature a talk by Michael A. 
Amezquita, Chief Appraiser of the Bexar Appraisal District.  An 
appraisal district is a political subdivision of the state, with one 
appraisal district established in each county.  The district is re-
sponsible for appraising property in the district for ad valorem 
tax purposes of each taxing unit that imposes ad valorem taxes 
on property in the district.   

A native of Austin, Amezquita possesses an Associate Degree in 
Property Tax Appraisal which he acquired at Austin Community 
College in 1986.  He received his Registered Professional Ap-
praiser Designation in 1987 from the Board of Tax Professional 
Examiners.  He became a Certified Tax Administrator in 1995 
through the Texas Association of Assessing Officers. 

Amezquita has served in his current post since June 16, 2003.  
He served as Chief Appraiser of the Cameron Appraisal District 
from February 1995 through June 2003.  He served as a Board 
Member of the Board of Tax Professional Examiners from 1999 
to 2006.  He was President of the Texas Association of Ap-
praisal Districts in 2005 and continues to be an active member 
in the organization serving on several committees, including 
statewide legislative committees.
We will hear about how our homes and other real property are 
appraised for taxes, remedies available to us in protesting valua-
tions, and homestead and other methods for lowering our prop-
erty tax bills. 

 CPS ENERGY--EFFICIENCY       
& SAVINGS ON APR 24th

Ronnie Guest, Community Field Services Representative with 
CPS Energy, will be the speaker at our April 24th meeting.  He 
will focus on energy savings programs, ways to save on energy, 
high efficiency appliances, and energy rebates.
Guest has been with CPS Energy for 3½ years.   He works as a 
liaison between CPS Energy and the City Council Offices and 
works closely with the community providing energy conserva-
tion tips and program information.   He has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Management, a Master’s of Business Admin-
istration, and is currently completing his Doctorate of Education 
in Organizational Leadership with an Emphasis in Organiza-
tional Development.  He previously worked with San Antonio’s 
Police Department, Office of the City Manager, and Housing and 
Neighborhood Services and Animal Care Services Departments.     

CPS Energy is the nation’s largest municipally owned energy 
utility providing both gas and electric service.  Acquired by the 
City in 1942, it was known as the City Public Service Board of 
San Antonio until its name was changed in 2005.  It is governed 
by a Board of Trustees, comprised of four members, each repre-
senting a geographic quadrant of the City.  The mayor serves as 
an ex-officio member.  The day-to-day operations are carried out 
by the Senior Executive Team and staff under the leadership of 
the Chief Executive Officer.

Public Days at the Garden- page 2
Earth Day at the Park - page 3

Duck Feeding - page 4

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful since 1992

EARLY SWIM AT THE POOL
The Woodlawn Lake Park Swimming Pool is one of four re-
gional pools that has an early swim season.  It will open May 5th 
(all City pools open in June--date to be set).  On Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, it will feature lap swim from 7:30 to 
9:30 am, and open swim from 4 to 7 pm.  On Saturday and Sun-
day, and on Memorial Day weekend (May 26, 27, 28), open 
swim will be from 1 to 7 pm.  Admission to City pools is free.

PROTEST YOUR APPRAISAL
To further understand your property tax appraisal and what you 
can do about it, consider attending the District 7 Council Office 
Property Tax Appeal Workshop.  It will be held on April 16th at 
the Young Women’s Leadership Academy library, 2133 W. Hui-
sache Ave., from 7 to 8 pm.  Doors will open at 6:30 pm.  Prop-
erty tax experts will be on hand to help you to understand and 
contest your property appraisal.
To attend, RSVP at tinyurl.com/District7PropertyTaxWorkshop.  
For more information, call the District 7 office at 210-207-0870.
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FEST, FOCUS, FEES
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

As our landscape turns greener and begins to flower in the spring, 
our attention turns to the environment.  Locally we celebrate our 
environment with the city’s Earth Day event at Woodlawn Lake 
Park (page 3).  The event this year is sponsored by the Westside 
Development Corporation (WDC).  Dawn Hanson, WDC Devel-
opment and Policy Director, assembled a committee on which I 
am serving to organize the event.  Our motivation has been to 
educate the public on the many facets of our natural environment 
and on ways in which to protect and enhance it.

WLCA focuses on our environment throughout the year.   Our 
Centennial Garden attests to that commitment.  This edition of 
our newsletter also looks at our concerns about the animals in our 
parks (page 4).  We have had presentations on water conserva-
tion,  tree maintenance, domestic animals,  and wise energy use.  
We have a long-time campaign to ban tobacco smoking in city 
parks.  Fifty-two cities in Texas have done so.  Support for this 
measure in City Hall is now being pursued by District 1 Coun-
cilman Roberto Treviño.  We thank him for his interest and effort.  

We are beginning our spring membership drive.  If you have not 
renewed your WLCA membership (page 3), please do so now.  
Each year at this time we publish the Spring Membership Drive 
edition of our newsletter and distribute it to all of the residents 
within WLCA’s boundaries.  We do this to tell our entire commu-
nity about WLCA as a way to recruit new members.  To save on 
hundreds of dollars in postage, we hand-deliver the edition door-
to-door.  In the past we have asked for volunteers from our mem-
bership.  This year, thanks to board member Marcy Gutierrez, we 
have a group of student volunteers to handle the task for us.  We 
appreciate the help from these young people. 

Currently, three homes on my block are undergoing extensive 
renovation.  The fixes are for the owners’ use and enjoyment, and 
not for resale.  This has become common in our area.  Our com-
munity has become a destination, a place to be.  If buyers shop-
ping here do not find a home with features they desire, they buy 
and add or re-do.  This is reflected in rising home prices.  That’s 
great for those of us who decide to sell, but not so for those of us 
who remain, as is evidenced when we get our property tax bills.  
Our next meeting will focus on property appraisals, followed by a 
District 7 workshop on how to deal with those bills (page 1).

Texas has no state income tax, and that is embedded in our state 
constitution.  That places the burden of state financing on prop-
erty and sales taxes.   There have been calls to rethink a state in-
come tax or to consider a consumption tax.  This would be for the 
purpose of taking the burden off of property owners whose taxes 
can rapidly increase with no correlating increase in income to pay 
the higher tax bill.   This should be a point for discussion for our 
elected representatives.

WLCA Birthdays
March:  flower - jonquil; birthstone - aquamarine
Olivia Arriaga, Diane Bertrand, Bertha Diaz, Arturo Galindo, 
Gilbert Gonzales,  Matilde Gutierrez, Justin Holley, Richard 
Holgin, Vivian Olmos, Diana Sanchez Lira, Yolanda Santos, 
Philip Schuback,  Rosemary Shear,  Deborah Vasquez, Derek 
Wauson

April:  flower - sweet pea; birthstone - diamond
Alice Almaraz, Jeanna Balreira, Rachel Baugh, Humberto 
Guerra, Manuel Bernal, Ines Benavides, Ignacio Carreon, 
Isabel Herrera, John Keeton,  Rolando Rangel, Dina Saad, 
Herlinda Sanchez, Ronald Shaffer, Gloria Torres

CENTENNIAL GARDEN PUBLIC DAYS
Our Centennial Garden is coming back to life after a winter that 
included a rare snowfall and a couple of hard freezes.  It should 
be showing its best by time of the city’s Earth Day celebration 
on April 21st (page 3).  Attendees to the main event will be di-
rected towards our butterfly garden to the west at W. Craig and 
S. Josephine Tobin.

We will have information on the native plants growing in the 
garden, as well as the monarch butterflies and other animal life 
that have found a home there.  The garden is marked by an offi-
cial city park sign, along with our “Monarch Waystation,” “Cer-
tified Wildlife Habitat,” and “Pollinator Habitat” designations.

We need volunteers to help out at the garden on Earth Day to 
meet with visitors.  Let us know if you can help out for an hour 
or two on that day.   Even if you cannot help, please stop by and 
see what your association is doing for our park and community. 
We will have a map of the garden’s location in our Spring 
Membership Drive edition (right column).

SA 300.  On May 5th, in line with the City’s Tricentennial, the 
garden will be a part of Serve 300 SA Day.  This 3 hour project 
will begin at 9 am.  A similar event will take place on October 
13th.  More information is at sanantonio.galaxydigital.com.           
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Next WLCA Meeting:
March 27th at 6:30 pm
Wi-Fi (Community) Room

Woodlawn Lake Park Gym Bldg
Remaining 2018 meetings:  Apr 24, 
May 29, Jun 26, Jul 31, Aug 28, Sept 
25, Oct 30, Nov 27

Woodlawn Lake Community Association--Membership 2018

Name:_____________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:_______________________

Name:_____________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:_______________________

Address:_____________________________________________________ Zip:_______________________

Phone:__________________________________ E-mail:_________________________________________

Membership type:  _______Individual ($5 per year)     _______Family/Household ($10 per year)
(please check)  _______School, _______Non-Profit, or _______Business (each $10 per year)

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

UPDATE YOUR INFO
If you birthday is not listed in our news-
letter, we may not have the day and 
month.   If you are not getting notices of 
our meetings, we may not have your cur-
rent email address or telephone number.  
With email, you get current news and 
notices and save on paper and postage, 
and we can send information to more than 
one address.  For updates use the form 
above or email to wlca@att.net.  We do 
not sell or give away any of your personal 
information to any party or organization.

EARTH DAY SA 2018
A New Look at the Park - April 21st

Fiesta Verde for the next 300 years, San Antonio’s Earth Day 2018,  is on Saturday, 
April 21st, from 10 am to 3 pm, at Woodlawn Lake Park.  It is part of the City’s annual 
Fiesta that focuses on appreciation of our planet and its natural order.   Begun in 1970, 
Earth Day is observed world-wide on April 22nd.   San Antonio had its first event in 
1990 and this year is sponsored by the Westside Development Corporation.  The day’s 
activities will take place by the Island House and the tennis courts at the west shore of 
the lake.  The area parking lot will not be available, so walk or bike if you can.

This year’s free event will focus more on environmental information than in previous 
years.  It will feature environmental speakers, free and reduced-price plants, vegetarian 
food booths, solar information, and gardening ideas.   Pre-event activities will include 
yoga at 9:15 am and a social bike ride at 9:30 am.  Each participating vendor will have 
an activity, demonstration, or interactive learning activity related to Earth Day or envi-
ronmentalism.  Other features will include song, dance, exercise, fashion, and art.  The 
day’s events will include drawings for bicycle giveaways.  The SAWS water truck will 
be on site for refillable water bottles.  To cut down on plastic pollution, bottled water 
will not be available,  nor will single use plastic items and utensils.  Alcohol is never 
allowed at the Park and smoking is not permitted at the event. 

WLCA’s Centennial Garden will be part of the local celebration (page 2).   We will also 
have information on WLCA and will be signing up members.  If you attend the Earth 
Day event, please take a short detour and come by to talk to us about WLCA, our Park, 
our Garden, and our community.  More information is at info@westsidedevcorp.com.
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This is your LAST NEWSLETTER if you have not renewed your membership (check your email).

Your 2017 membership ends on Earth Day.  Please renew now.

GRADUATES
If you or a member of your family is graduating or receiving a 
degree this year, or recently received the honor, please let us 
know.  Tell us who it is, your relationship to the person, the ac-
complishment and where it is being (or was) received, and the 
honoree’s next step (school, job).  We will recognize the graduate 
in our next newsletter.

NEW RED LIGHT CAMERAS
The City of Leon Valley has installed red light cameras on its 
busiest intersections.  Along Bandera Road, they are at El Verde, 
Grissom, Huebner, Poss, Raindeer Trail,  and Timco.  They are 
also at 410 & Wurzbach and Huebner & Evers.   Drivers caught 
running red lights will be issued a $75 civil penalty.  Balcones 
Heights has had like cameras at four locations for over ten years. 

If your member information has not changed, send your  payment (only) annotated “2018 dues.”  If it has changed (or if 
a new member), please send the Form above with your dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374, San Antonio TX 78228.  You can 
also bring the Form (if needed) and your dues to our Centennial Garden on Earth Day or our next WLCA meeting.  

PRIMARY RUNOFF
Last Day to Register - April 23
Early Vote - May 14 to 18
Election Day - May 22



  !

NO BREAD FOR DUCKS
Experts recommend not feeding bread crumbs to ducks.  It is 
junk food that offers little-to-no nutritional benefit.   White bread 
especially fits this category.  While birds may find it tasty, the 
danger is that they will fill up on it instead of other foods that 
could be more beneficial to them.  Also, uneaten bread crumbs 
attract predators, grow mold that makes ducks and other riparian 
critters sick, and contribute to the growth of cyanobacteria and 
harmful algal blooms. 
Reliance on human-supplied junk food keeps ducklings from 
learning how to forage healthy food for themselves.  A high-
carbohydrate, high-protein diet is associated with a wing de-
formity known as “angel wing” or “airplane wing.”  This is a 
condition in which the last joint on the wing is distorted and 
causes the end feathers to stick out laterally instead of lying flat 
against the body.  This prevents the bird from flying.  Angel 
wing can be reversed in ducklings but is incurable in adults.

Ducks are omnivores and regularly consume a variety of foods, 
including plants,  animals, algae, and fungi.  Other foods that we 
should not feed our park water fowl are avocados, onions, citrus, 
nuts, chocolate, popcorn, carbonated beverages, and alcohol.  
We could safely feed ducks lettuce and cabbage, cucumber, 
corn, peas, beans, broccoli, beets, squash, flowers,  alfalfa, toma-
toes, eggplant, bananas (no peel), pineapple, pomegranate seeds, 
scrambled eggs, dry cat food or dog food, and rice.

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

A PROPOSAL:
Protection of Park Wildlife

Currently there are no rules in place to protect butterflies, water 
fowl, or animal nests in our city parks.   WLCA has proposed the 
following regulation:

“Park wildlife” includes all animals that make their home in a 
city park for any amount of time, or pass through a city park for 
purpose of migration, feeding,  breeding, or other.  It includes 
amphibians, birds (including water fowl), mammals, reptiles, 
bees, butterflies, crustacean, fish, and moths; their young ones, 
larva and pupa stages, and their eggs.

The capturing, killing, poisoning, snaring, trapping. or collecting 
any wildlife within a city park, and every attempt to do so, or the 
injuring, destroying or taking any body part of any such animal, 
or disturbing or damaging the eggs or nests of birds or reptiles, is 
prohibited.  Disturbing the habitat of any animal within a city 
park is also prohibited.
Exceptions to this rule are homeless dogs or cats taken for the 
purpose of adoption as household pets, and removal of fish under 
an authorized fishing program.
Any other exceptions as for scientific purposes; if necessary for 
public health, safety, or welfare; or as part of an authorized im-
provement or maintenance program must be approved by the 
City Director of Parks and Recreation.

PROPOSED
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