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WLCA NEWSLETTER

LEAD PAINT HAZARDS &  
REMEDIES ON JUL 25th

Our July 25th meeting will feature Cynthia “Cyndee” Saldivar, 
Community Services Specialist with the Green and Healthy 
Homes (SAGHH) Program of the City’s Department of Planning 
and Community Development (PCD).   Cyndee will talk to us 
about dealing with lead paint that is commonly found in older 
homes such as those in our community.  

Cydee has been with SAGHH for eight years, in charge of Out-
reach and Education.  A native of San Antonio, she attended Our 
Lady of the Lake University where she earned a BA in Psychol-
ogy in 1999 and a Masters in Social Work in 2003.
PCD strives to improve the livability, economic vitality, and 
safety of San Antonio neighborhoods, corridors, and special dis-
tricts through active engagement in strategic planning, reinvest-
ment initiatives, and community development policy.  SAGHH 
began as the Lead Based Paint Hazard Program.  It helps owners 
and landlords of residential properties (up to a four-plex) to cre-
ate healthy, safe,  energy-efficient, and sustainable homes for 
families and children.   It is working to prevent and correct 
housing-related health and safety hazards, as lead-based paint, 
mold,  asthma triggers, and fire hazards.  It partners with the CPS 
Energy Weatherization program in creating an energy efficient 
home, and addresses water conservation through SAWS.  

311 PROGRAM & UPDATES 
SCHEDULED FOR AUG 29th

On August 29th we will gain a better understanding of the City’s 
311 system and learn of techniques we can employ to make best 
use of it.  Paula X. Stallcup, Senior Manager over the 311 Call 
Center, will be our speaker.  She joined the City of San Antonio 
in March 1992 and has served the City in a variety of capacities.  
She is responsible for overseeing the Call Center operations and 
strategic initiatives in customer service.  Paula is a native of San 
Antonio, graduating from Southside High School and earning 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from St. Mary’s University.
The Office of 311 Customer Service serves as the City’s non-
emergency office which assists residents with reporting neigh-
borhood issues and nuisances, as potholes, stray animals,  over-
grown yards, and so on.  The 311 Call Center is open seven days 
a week, Monday through Friday from 7am to 7 pm, and Saturday 
and Sunday from 8am to 5 pm.
The office reports to the City Manager’s Office and is part of the 
General Fund.  311 serves all city departments and specifically 
facitiates requests for Animal Care Services, Development Serv-
ices - Code Enforcement Division, Metro Health, Parks and Rec-
reation, and Transportation and Capital Improvements.
The office also has a web portal and free mobile app where resi-
dents can submit requests for services online or through their 
smartphone.  311 can also be reached at 207-6000.  More infor-
mation is available at www.sanantonio.gov/311.

Garden Update - page 2
Back to School- page 3

Dog Park- page 4

NEW NEIGHBOR
The community to the east of WLCA has registered as a formal 
neighborhood association, West End Hope in Action (WEHP).  
Its borders follow Cincinnati, Zarzamora, Culebra, Alazán Creek, 
Martin, Colorado, Culebra, IH 10 to Cincinnati.   We have 
reached out to WEHA’s tri-chairs and hope to work together in 
areas which we share an interest, as the Zarzamora corridor.

The forming of WEHA nullifies Article II, Section 2, and Article 
VII, Section 5, of our By Laws that give associate membership 
status and representation on our Board to our eastern neighbors 
until such time as they opt to form an independent association.

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful since 1992

HISTORIC HOMEOWNER FAIR
The 9th Annual Historic Homeowner Fair (HHF) will be Satur-
day, August 26th, 9:30 am to 3 pm, at the Pearl Stable.  HHF 
brings together owners of aging and historic homes with local 
professionals, services, products, and solutions to educate 
homeowners about caring for and maintaining their properties.  
It features local contractors and preservation organizations, as 
well as educational sessions and hands-on demonstrations.  You 
do not have to live in a historic district to attend this free event 
hosted by the City’s Office of Historic Preservation.
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HOLIDAY, HYDRATE, HOUNDS
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

Our Fourth of July celebration at the Park left a field of blue.  Not 
Old Glory blue, but the blue of cans and cartons of a popular 
beer.  Empties of some competitors were also present in our 
alcohol-free park.  The drinking problem extends to other city 
parks.  What we have not seen is a concerted effort by the city to 
control this behavior.  I wonder if any citations were issued for 
drinking.  I know that in publicizing the event,  no mention was 
made that alcohol and glass containers are not allowed.

Trash at the Park was another problem.  Although not as bad as in 
past years, trash cans were overflowing, recycle cans were used 
for trash, and trash was strewn across the park to the water’s 
edge.  Again, the city should work on educating the public.  The 
US Forest Service,  the Sierra Club, and the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica emphasize a “leave no trace” policy.   Generally, this is meant 
for wild lands, to leave them as we find them.  But the city can 
adopt and publicize a policy to remove from the park every item 
that visitors take into it.  Park visitors should be responsible for 
removing their own litter, uneaten food, spent charcoal, and yel-
low tape.  We should not rely on the city to leave a can for us or 
to empty the cans as they fill up.  We have to do our part.

On July 13th, the City entered into Stage 1 water restrictions.  
Our outdoor watering, with other than a handheld hose or bucket, 
is now limited to one day a week.  That should be all that our 
plants require.  If they need more, you have the wrong plants for 
this area.  During our hot and dry season, we water the plants in 
our Centennial Garden (left column) once a  week.  The plants 
should eventually be self-sustaining, to be watered only under the 
most extreme conditions.   But our plants are new, from a few 
weeks to a little over a year in the ground.  

SAWS puts out a weekly publication, the Garden Style San Anto-
nio eNewsletter.  It gives ideas on ways to create landscapes that 
use less water.  It reports on plants that will thrive in our South 
Texas climate, as well as advice from local horticulture experts.  
It also lists current SAWS rebate offers and coupons.  To sign up 
for the newsletter go to the website gardenstylesanantonio.com. 

A dog park is under construction at our Park (page 4).   This came 
as a surprise to most of us.  There was no advance notice nor pub-
lic meeting.  It appears that the former District 7 Council Repre-
sentative had budgeted for this dog park.  Interestingly, the park 
is in the District 1 side of Woodlawn Lake Park.  There has been 
a lot of feedback concerning this project.  There is concern that 
the nearby Casting Pond and Alazán Creek could be contami-
nated by dog waste, or that dogs could infect or harm each other.  
Necessary rules and safeguards will be in place, as they are in 
other city dog parks (page 3).  It is perhaps best to see how the 
dog park works out, if it is used, if problems caused by dogs or 
their owners occur, and if the public remains unaffected.  

WLCA Birthdays
July:  flower - larkspur; birthstone - ruby
Victor Almaraz, Sally Avila,  Bodil Beanland,  Tomás Braly, 
Bruce Bronstad, Adam Crawshaw, Margaret Lozano, Rosa 
Manzano, Cathleen McClure, Gerardo Morales, Diana Prado, 
Manuel Sandoval, Rebecca Tadefa, Henrietta Zavala
August:  flower - gladiolus; birthstone - peridot

Mary Ann Black, Gloria Bolick, Tiffany Dale, Efraim Diaz, 
Agustin Gonzalez, Susan Hudnall, Elizabeth Provencio, 
Peggy Selden, Alejandro Soto

CENTENNIAL GARDEN
We had a successful garden day on Saturday, June 10th.  Thanks 
to Charles Bartlett, Albert Del Rio, Edna Smith, Vicki Wright, 
Susan Hudnall, and Alejandro Soto who spent the morning add-
ing plants, trimming brush, and mulching.  We were joined by 
half a dozen volunteers with the US Navy stationed at Fort Sam 
Houston.  Thanks, also, to Sally Avila who dropped off snacks 
for the workers, and to Edna who brought cold water.  Our work 
over the past year and a half has transformed an old road bed 
into a field of flowers visited by birds, butterflies, and frogs. 

Our plant collection now includes a Texas craglily.   It is a native 
to clay soils in the dunes and arroyos of the extreme Rio Grande 
Valley and is highly attractive to butterflies.  It is officially clas-
sified as a G-1 plant, meaning that it is critically imperiled and 
close to extinction because of its very limited range, extreme 
rarity, and nearby land development.  We are hoping that Wood-
lawn Lake can become a habitat that will let this plant flourish.

We have also found nests where turtles have laid their eggs.  We 
had to relocate one nest that was in the pile of mulch the City 
had dropped off for us.  Our garden is now in summer survival 
mode.  We will not be adding any plants until cooler and, hope-
fully, wetter weather returns.   In the meantime, we will keep it 
watered and try to control the weeds and trash that invade it.  
Please let us know if you can help.
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Next WLCA Meeting:  Jul 25th at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room @ Gym Bldg

Other meetings in 2017:  Aug 29, Sept 26, Oct 24, Nov 28

VACANT BUILDINGS PROGRAM
The City’s Vacant Building Registration Program went into ef-
fect in 2015.  It set a standard of care for buildings unoccupied 
for at least 30 days and within the Central Business District, his-
toric districts and landmarks, or half-mile of active military 
bases (Nwsltr Nov-Dec’14).  In 2017 the program was expanded 
to cover neighborhood conservation districts, thus including 
most of the WLCA area.  The program requires owners of vacant 
buildings to register with the City’s Office of Historic Preserva-
tion on an annual basis.  That registration requires an owner to 
create a reasonable plan for addressing any maintenance issues 
on the building.  Owners can request fee waivers and extensions 
from program requirements.  For information contact Dianne 
Sassenhagen, Office of Historic Preservation, at 207-0030,  or 
visit the website at www.sanantonio.gov/vacantbuilding.

LOCAL BACK TO SCHOOL EVENTS
City Council District 1 Representative Roberto Treviño and Dis-
trict 7 Representative Ana Sandoval have announced their back-
to-school events.

The District 1 event will be on Saturday, August 12th,  9 am to 1 
pm, at Edison High School.  It will offer backpacks, school sup-
plies, educational support services and other resources for Dis-
trict 1 families.  Metro Health will have its immunization clinic.  
South Texas Allergy & Asthma Medical Professionals will con-
duct asthma screenings and other health services for students.  
The office is asking for donations of composition books and 
folders.  If your wish to volunteer for the event, please contact 
the office at christine.gutierrez@sanantonio.gov.
District 7 will hold its event at the Gilbert Garza Park Commu-
nity Center on Saturday, August 19th, from 9 am to 12 noon.  It 
will offer immunizations, free backpacks and school supplies, 
CPS Energy consultations, and food provided by the San Anto-
nio Food Bank and the San Antonio Police Department.  To do-
nate or volunteer, contact the D7 Office (left column).

RULES AT CITY DOG PARKS
These are the rules to be followed at City dog parks, including 
the one to open at Woodlawn Lake Park (page 4). 
1. Use of dog parks is at citizens' own risk
2. Dog owners/handlers are responsible for the actions and be-

havior of their dogs at all times.
3. Park hours are 5 a.m. to 11 p.m., seven days a week.
4. There is a limit of two dogs per adult at any time.
5. All dogs must be leashed when entering and leaving.
6. All dogs must have current rabies and all other vaccinations 

required by the San Antonio Metropolitan Health District and 
should be healthy and free of any diseases.

7. Dogs must wear collars and current license tags.
8. Dogs in heat are prohibited.
9. Dogs under 4 months of age are prohibited.
10. Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an 

adult.
11. Dog owners/handlers are responsible for picking up and dis-

posing of all of their dogs' waste.
12. Never leave dogs unattended.
13. Dog owners/handlers must be in possession of a leash at all 

times.
14. Dogs showing any signs of aggression must be leashed and  

immediately removed from the dog park.
15. No food or drinks are permitted. Training treats are allowed.
16. Glass containers are not allowed.
17. No bicycles, skateboards, rollerblades or motorized vehicles.

LOCAL CONTACTS
US Senate
John Cornyn, 600 Navarro, 224-7485
Ted Cruz, 9901 IH 10 #950, 340-2885
US Representative (Congress):
20--Joaquin Castro, Fed Bldg, 727 C’Chávez #124, 348-8216 
35--Lloyd Doggett, 217 W Travis, 704-1080
State Senate:
26--José Menendez, W’land Mall, 4522 Fred Rd A-3, 733-6604
State Representative:
116--Diana Arevalo, 4100 E Piedras #140, 785-9114
City Council:
1--Roberto Treviño, City Hall 207-7279
     Constituent Office, 1310 Vance Jackson, 207-0900
7--Ana Sandoval, City Hall 207-7044
     Field Office, 4414 Centerview #160, 207-0870
SAFFE Officer, John Garcia, (cell) 218-6546
SAPD Deco Station, 1800 Fredericksburg Road, 207-5520

GREEN GROWTH RETURNS
The green growth along the northern shore of our lake is water 
hyacinth.  It last appeared at Woodlawn in early 2013.  A native 
to tropical and sub-tropical South America, it is highly invasive.  
The plant reproduces primarily by way of runners which eventu-
ally form daughter plants.  Each plant can produce thousands of 
seeds each year, and the seeds can remain viable for more than 
28 years.  It is very aggressive and can form thick mats which, if 
they cover the entire water surface, can cause oxygen depletions 
and fish kills.  The plant also creates a habitat for mosquitos. 

The Parks Department is in the process of removing the plant.   
Because of its attractiveness, it has been sold in nurseries as an 
ornamental.  If used, it should be confined to a home pond or 
other contained area.  If disposed of, it should not be thrown to 
where it could end up in a river, stream, lake, or drainage ditch.
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WOODLAWN DOG PARK
A dog park is under construction by the Casting Pond at Alexan-
der and S. Josephine Tobin.  Crews will begin installation of 
fencing the week of July 24th and site furnishings should begin 
to show up the week of July 31st.  All items should be completed 
by late August.  This includes benches, trash receptacles, mutt 
mitt dispensers, signage, and pet drinking fountain. 

This facility is standard to other dog parks managed by the Parks 
and Recreation Department.  It will be considered an “All Dog” 
park as this layout does not differentiate either a large or small 
dog area.  It is one open area.  The dog park will have all the 
required signage to include the dog park rules signage and 
signage sponsored by the Parks and Recreation Department, 
Public Works Storm Water, TCEQ, and the EPA, that specifically 
calls out the owners’ responsibility to clean up after their pets.   
This also includes supplies necessary in the form of mutt mitt 
stations for pet owners to clean up after their pets both inside 
and outside the dog park.  [Dog park rules are listed at page 3.] 
Humans often socialize as much as their pets within dog parks.  
Pet owners generally form friendly bonds with other regular us-
ers and work together to help monitor park behavior and educate 
new users.  If project funding allows, additional mutt mitts will 
be placed around the lake’s loop trail in areas that are closer to 
the water’s edge than the dog park is to the Casting Pond. 

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

DUTIES BEYOND YOUR YARD                          
Tending to plant growth and other pick up and maintenance goes 
beyond your yard.  Areas adjoining your yard may be City-
owned or public easements, but the property owner bears some 
responsibility for upkeep and safety.  

The homeowner has the responsibility to maintain the alley next 
to the home to the midway line.   This includes keeping it mowed 
and free of debris and other obstructions (City Code Sec.  14-61).  
Also, a tree height clearance of at least 14 feet must be kept over 
alleys and streets to allow large vehicles to pass.

The homeowner also has to maintain the sidewalk and curb in 
front (and side if on a corner) of the property.  The public right of 
way must be kept clear of obstructions that impede the passage 
of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, as debris of any type, grass, 
weeds, and other plants.  This extends to removing weeds grow-
ing out of the sidewalk or curb that are along the street pave-
ment.  Also,  the homeowner is responsible for correcting major 
cracks and uneven surfaces along the sidewalk (City Code Sec. 
29-11a).  Low overhanging tree limbs need to be trimmed to 8 
feet over the sidewalk.  

Easements are a portion of property set aside for a party other 
than the owner.  These must also be kept clean and free of ob-
structions.  Structures cannot encroach on an easement and the 
easement must be kept accessible to utility and city services.


