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WLCA NEWSLETTER

TREY UPDATES ON HOME & 
STATE AT MAR 28th MEETING

Our March 28th meeting will feature a talk by our former Dis-
trict 116 State Representative Trey Martinez Fischer.  Trey has 
been renovating a historic home in our area and will tell us 
about his experiences in getting it done.   He has also maintained 
a presence at the State Capital and will tell us of current issues 
and pending legislation.

Trey served eight terms in the State House of Representatives, 
from 2001 to 2016.   While in office,  he was Chairman of the 
Mexican-American Legislative Caucus.  In 2013, Trey was 
named a Best Legislator by Texas Monthly magazine.  A gradu-
ate of Holmes High School, he received his BA in political sci-
ence from UTSA, MBA from Baruch College of Public Affairs 
(CUNY), and JD from the University of Texas School of Law.  
He and his wife, Elizabeth Provencio, are practicing attorneys 
and are long-time WLCA members. 

 WISE WATER USE ON APR 25th 
By Green Spaces Alliance

Chris Babis, Urban Land & Water Program Manager for Green 
Spaces Alliance of South Texas (GSA),  will be the speaker at our 
April 25th meeting.  He will focus on outdoor water conservation 
that can include rain gardens, backyard habitats using native and 
sustainable landscaping, and rain catchment systems.  He will 
also discuss current water conservation rebate or incentive pro-
grams offered through San Antonio Water System (SAWS).  
Chris received a Master of Water Resources from the University 
of New Mexico in 2016.  As a graduate student he worked as a 
Research Assistant for the Department of Economics, Science 
Impact Laboratory for Policy and Economics, and as an agricul-
tural planning consultant for the Alamosa Land Institute.  He has 
over 10 years of sustainable agriculture experience and earned a 
Certificate of Agroecological Design from UC Berkeley.  
GSA is a non-profit environmental organization founded in 1998 
as Bexar Land Trust, Inc., with the purpose of serving the com-
munity by keeping South Texas green. With the help of commu-
nity partners, board members, staff, and volunteers, GSA:
• Works with landowners who are interested in preserving open 

land, focusing on land over the Edwards Aquifer, San Anto-
nio’s main source of drinking water;

• Funds and facilitates the implementation of community gar-
dens in San Antonio focusing in disadvantaged and low-income 
communities; and

• Educates children about the importance and wonder of nature 
through the Picture Your World Youth Photography program in 
regional natural areas.

To date, GSA has helped protect over 133,000 acres of land over 
the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone, safeguarded 458 additional 
acres of private property and 123 acres of donated land, and fos-
tered over 40 community gardens across San Antonio.  

Earth Day at the Garden- page 2
City’s Official Earth Day - page 3

Streets Closing - page 4

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful since 1992

PARK ACTIVITIES
Early Swim at the Pool

The Woodlawn Lake Park Swimming Pool is one of four re-
gional pools that has an early swim season.  It will open May 
6th (all City pools open June 11th).   On Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, it will feature lap swim from 7:30 to 9:30 am, and 
open swim from 4 to 7 pm.  On Saturday and Sunday, and on 
Memorial Day weekend (May 27, 28, 29), open swim will be 
from 1 to 7 pm.  Admission to City pools is free.

Fishing at the Lake
Texas Parks and Wildlife regularly stocks lakes and ponds lo-
cated in San Antonio parks as part of their Community Fishing 
Lakes program. This includes Woodlawn Lake, which is stocked 
once a year with channel catfish that average 9-inches in length. 
A valid fishing license with a freshwater stamp endorsement is 
required to take fish or other aquatic life from State public wa-
ters.  Recreational fishing licenses and stamp endorsements are 
sold at local sporting goods stores, gun shops,  department 
stores, discount stores, bait and tackle shops, grocery stores, and 
at the local Texas Parks and Wildlife Office, 858 W. Rhapsody.
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STREETS, SALOONS, SPRING
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

At a recent City Council candidates’ forum, there was a question 
concerning our area corridors.   All candidates spoke about Fre-
dericksburg Road, which is a historic commercial thoroughfare.  
No one mentioned the other important corridors in and around the 
WLCA area, including Culebra,  Bandera, Cincinnati, and Zarza-
mora.   I hope that whoever is elected to represent Districts 1 and 
7 will keep in mind the significance of all our major streets.  Like 
Frederickburg, some of these streets are in more than one Council 
district and will require cooperation of our elected representatives 
to improve traffic movement and safety, both vehicular and pe-
destrian; commercial use; aesthetics; and historic preservation.  
Studies are underway for Fredericksburg and Cincinnati, in which 
we encourage our members to participate.

WLCA has been advocating for improvements to Zarzamora be-
tween Culebra and Woodlawn.  I studied the zoning for three bars 
located on that stretch.  None of the bars could be considered 
neighborhood type pubs, but are more of a blight that could hin-
der the upgrading of the street.  The properties on which they sit 
are all zoned C-2, which does not allow for liquor by the drink.  
This would require a C-3 designation.  In bringing up the issue to 
the City’s Zoning Department, I learned that these establishments 
are “non-conforming uses.”  That means that the properties were 
bars when the zoning changed to no longer allow this use.  So 
long as the use as a bar does not cease for a year and a day, these 
bars can continue in business.  That is, unless their conduct shows 
reason to close them down.

We are working with our SAFFE Officer John Garcia to get 
background on the bars.  One had a recent shooting,  the victim 
being a gang member with outstanding warrants.  The establish-
ment, itself, was peculiar.  It was open only certain nights, and 
only from 2 am to 5 am.  It did not sell liquor, but was bring your 
own bottle.  Officer Garcia and SAFFE Officer Vincent Cano 
spoke with the property owner and the bar tenants were evicted.  
This is progress,  but we still have two on the street and police 
records show a history of complaints made against each.  We will 
continue with our efforts to remove undesirable businesses from 
our streets and to bring businesses that respect our community 
and serve the interests of our residents.

Spring in San Antonio began in mid-winter.  My lawn mowing 
now includes circling around the pink Mexican evening primrose 
that is blooming in clusters all over our landscape.  This is when 
we see the efforts of our yard work,  as in our Centennial Garden.  
It is also when we hurry to complete tasks before summer heat 
sets in.  At WLCA, it is when to reach out to the community to 
learn about us and join our association (page 3).  We are tending 
to our Garden (left column) and participating in Earth Day (page 
3).  I hope that you will take part in our efforts.

WLCA Birthdays
March:  flower - jonquil; birthstone - aquamarine
Olivia Arriaga, Diane Bertrand, Jan Busby,  Vivian Olmos, 
Bertha Diaz, Arturo Galindo, Gilbert Gonzales, Justin Holley, 
Richard Holgin, Edward Rivera, Diana Sanchez Lira, 
Yolanda Santos, Philip Schuback, Rosemary Shear, Tim 
Tucker, Deborah Vasquez, Derek Wauson

April:  flower - sweet pea; birthstone - diamond
Alice Almaraz, Jeanna Balreira, Rachel Baugh, Humberto 
Guerra, Ines Benavides, Chuck Harvey,  Isabel Herrera, John 
Keeton, Rolando Rangel, Dina Saad, Ronald Shaffer

CENTENNIAL GARDEN OPEN HOUSE
Our Centennial Garden is coming back to life following a short 
but hard winter freeze.   Blue bonnets are in bloom and several 
plants are sprouting flower buds and new leaves and branches.  
We expect the garden to be showing its best by Earth Day on 
April 22nd.  The City has prepared an official park sign that we 
will be installing, along with our “Monarch Waystation” desig-
nation (Nwsltr Jan-Feb’17).  We are also considering adding a 
local art component to the garden.

On April 22nd, in line with the City’s Earth Day (page 3), we 
will showcase the garden to the public.  We have reserved the 
pavilion by the garden to talk about WLCA and about our pro-
ject.  We will celebrate our new signs and will do some work,  as 
mulching and planting.  We need volunteers to help out at the 
Garden and to meet with visitors.  Let us know if you can help 
out on that day.  Even if you cannot help, please stop by and see 
what your association is doing for our park and community.

The garden is at the west end of the park, near where the S. Jo-
sephine Tobin bridge meets W. Craig.  This is separate and apart 
from the City’s celebration that will be taking place by the Is-
land House.  We will have a sign posted by the street intersec-
tion.   We will also have a map of the location in our Spring 
Membership Drive edition (page 3).      

mailto:wlca@att.net
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Next WLCA Meeting:
March 28th at 6:30 pm
Wi-Fi (Community) Room

Woodlawn Lake Park Gym Bldg
Remaining 2017 meetings:  Apr 25, May 30, Jun 27, Jul 
25, Aug 29, Sep 26, Oct 24, Nov 28, Holiday Party TBA

Woodlawn Lake Community Association--Membership 2017

Name:_____________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:_______________________

Name:_____________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:_______________________

Address:_____________________________________________________ Zip:_______________________

Phone:__________________________________ E-mail:_________________________________________

Membership type:  _______Individual ($5 per year)     _______Family/Household ($10 per year)
(please check)  _______School, _______Non-Profit, or _______Business (each $10 per year)

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

HELPERS NEEDED
Deliver Membership     
Drive Newsletters

We will be distributing the annual Spring 
Membership Drive edition of our newslet-
ter to all of the residents within WLCA’s 
boundaries.  Once a year we tell our entire 
community about WLCA as a way to re-
cruit new members.   To save on hundreds 
of dollars in postage, we hand-deliver the 
newsletters door-to-door.  In past years 
this effort has been highly successful in 
bringing people to our Earth Day events 
and in signing up new members.  We need 
helpers during the period of April 10th to 
20th.  Please call or email the WLCA 
president to volunteer yourself or a group. 

EARTH DAY SA 2017
At the Park - April 22nd

San Antonio’s Earth Day 2017 is on Saturday,  April 22nd, from 9 am to 2 pm, at Wood-
lawn Lake Park.  It is part of the City’s annual Fiesta that focuses on appreciation of our 
planet and its natural order.  Begun in 1970, Earth Day is observed world-wide on April 
22nd.  San Antonio had its first event in 1990 and this year is sponsored by the Westside 
Development Corporation (Nwsltr Jan-Feb’17).  The local celebration will feature envi-
ronmental information, giveaways, vegetarian food booths,  gardening ideas, and music 
and entertainment for the whole family.  Alcohol is never allowed at the Park and smok-
ing is not permitted at the event.  More information is at earthdaysa.com.

WLCA will again sponsor members of the Thomas Jefferson High School National Art 
Honor Society who will have a booth at the event.  We will also showcase our Centen-
nial (Native Plants) Garden to the west of the City event, at W. Craig and S. Josephine 
Tobin (page 2).  We will have our petition for smoke-free parks and will be signing up 
members.  If you attend the Earth Day event, please take a short detour and come by to 
talk to us about WLCA, our Park, our Garden, and our community.  
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This is your LAST NEWSLETTER if you have not renewed your membership (check your email).

Your 2016 membership ends on Earth Day.  Please renew now.

GRADUATES
If you or a member of your family is graduating or receiving a 
degree this year, or received the honor in recent months, please 
let WLCA know.  Tell us who it is, your relationship to the per-
son, the accomplishment and where it is being (or was) received, 
and the honoree’s next step (school, job).  We will recognize the 
graduate in our next newsletter.

CITY GENERAL & BOND ELECTION
On the ballot:  Mayoral & City Council races, City Bond (6 
propositions) total $850m, Alamo Colleges Bond $450m.
Last Day to Register - April 6
Early Vote - April 24 to May 2
Election Day - May 6

If your member information has not changed, send your  payment (only) annotated “2017 dues.”  If it has changed (or if 
a new member), please send the Form above with your dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374, San Antonio TX 78228.  You can 
also bring the Form (if needed) and your dues to our Centennial Garden on Earth Day or our next WLCA meeting (4-25).  

REMEMBRANCE
Luciana Cristadoro passed away on January 27th.   Born in Italy 
more than 80 years ago, she taught and was a principal in the 
Edgewood School District for more than three decades.   She also 
held language classes to teach Italian to hundreds of people.  
She, with husband Francesco, was a long-time WLCA member.  
We extend our condolences to her family and friends.
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SAN PEDRO CREEK TOUR
On Friday, March 31, the San Antonio River Authority will offer 
a public construction tour of the San Pedro Creek Improvements 
Project.  Participants will meet at 10 a.m. at the Christopher Co-
lumbus Italian Society at 201 Piazza Italia.  Participants will be 
provided with safety vests and glasses and a hard hat.  Please 
wear closed-toed shoes and long trousers.  To sign up for the 
tour, visit the San Pedro Creek website, spcproject.org.

Bexar County and the San Antonio River Authority, in coordina-
tion with the City of San Antonio,  have undertaken this project 
to transform San Pedro Creek from a concrete-lined drainage 
ditch into a natural creek habitat and world-class linear park.
The creek project begins at IH-35 at the flood tunnel inlet at 
Santa Rosa Street, near Fox Tech High School,  and ends at the 
confluence of the Alazán and Apache Creeks at IH-35 to the 
south. The total length of the improvement area is 2.2. miles.
The San Pedro Creek Improvements Project consists of four 
phases, with Phase I currently under construction. Phase I-A, 
from the tunnel inlet to Houston Street, is expected to be com-
plete by the city’s Tricentennial celebration in May 2018.

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

STREET CLOSINGS PROPOSED
The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club has asked the City to 
close,  vacate,  and abandon those portions of Peacock and Rouse 
Avenues located between W. French and W. Ashby.  The Club 
says that this is needed for the safety of 200+ children as they 
move from the clubhouse to the athletic fields for organized ac-
tivities.  The Salvation Army owns all property abutting the 
streets it wants to close.  If approved, the Salvation Army will 
incorporate the right-of-ways into its campus and take measures 
to control and protect pedestrian traffic.  The City Council will 
consider this matter on Thursday, April 6th, 9 am, in City Coun-
cil chambers, 114 W. Commerce St.  Members of the public can 
attend and comment, or call 207-4083 for more information.
In 2006 WLCA was assisting the Salvation Army in trying to 
acquire Peacock Street in front of the Club.  We spoke with sev-
eral City and County officials and they donated the $500 appli-
cation fee required by the City.  The City then appraised the 
street and set a price of $13,000 for the transfer.  There was 
some negotiation but at some point the Salvation Army dropped 
the matter.  At the time we did not feel that the closure of this 
street would affect any residence in the area nor cause inconven-
ience to drivers in and through the area.  Any member who be-
lieves that either street closure would have a negative effect 
should let us know by email or bring it up at our next meeting.

UPDATE INFO:  If you birthday is not listed in our newsletter, we 
may not have the day and month.  If  you are not getting notices 
of our meetings, we may not have your current email address or 
telephone number.  Please update your information.

http://spcproject.us14.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0399acdefc28453e10774829f&id=394315840e&e=f49a700c5c
http://spcproject.us14.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0399acdefc28453e10774829f&id=394315840e&e=f49a700c5c

