
Woodlawn Lake     
Community Association

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Published Bimonthly                                                January-February 2017                                               San Antonio, Texas

WLCA NEWSLETTER

FIRE DEPARTMENT TALKS TO 
MEMBERS ON JAN 31st

Our January 31st meeting will be about fire safety and other 
roles of the San Antonio Fire Department (SAFD).  Speaking 
for the department will be James A. Rios, a 20-year veteran 
SAFD Engineer and paramedic, and Mike Tolar, a 20-year vet-
eran SAFD Captain and paramedic.

SAFD’s mission is to prevent and minimize the loss of life and 
property of citizens and fire service personnel; to provide Emer-
gency Medical Services; to mitigate the consequences of natural 
and man-made disasters; to provide non-emergency support 
services; and to safeguard the environment and economic base 
of our community.

SAFD operates 51 fire stations and has 1,800 uniform and civil-
ian employees.  It operates the second largest General Fund Op-
erating Budget in the City.  The first responders provide service 
to well over one million citizens and visitors and their response 
area covers over 460 square miles.  In 2015, SAFD responded to 
over 167,000 emergency incidents, with medical emergencies 
accounting to more than eighty percent of total calls.

WESTSIDE DEVELOPMENT       
CORP VISITS ON FEB 28th

The Westside Development Corporation (WDC) will be the topic 
of our February 28th meeting. Officials from that agency will tell 
us of their role and purpose as it affects our community.

The City of San Antonio established the WDC in 2006 to address 
long-term economic development concerns in the inner westside 
of San Antonio. WDC’s mission is to foster economic develop-
ment, promote development and redevelopment within its target 
area, create viable urban communities, and preserve the charac-
ter, culture and history of the Westside.

WDC is the sole organization entirely focused on economic de-
velopment for the inner westside.  It encompasses a 15-square-
mile area generally bounded by Cincinnati to the north; 36th 
Street and Acme Road to the west; Hwy 90 to the south; and IH-
35 North, Flores Street, and Fredericksburg Road to the east.  
Today, WDC operates as a 501(c)(3) delegate agency receiving 
funds from the City, financial institutions,  private foundations, 
and individual donors to carry out its mission.
WDC provides a variety of programming and services to busi-
nesses,  organizations,  educational institutes, government entities, 
and residents.  The Micro Business Program is WDC’s flagship 
small business technical assistance program.  The Live/Work Unit 
Accelerator Program assists business enterprises who live where 
they work.  The 18-month Business Credit Building University 
(BCBU) program provides financial management and counseling 
to businesses.  Outreach Service programming includes working 
with neighborhoods, agencies, and organizations. Workforce De-
velopment programming includes stand-alone agency initiatives 
and partnerships with Alamo Colleges.
Current WDC projects,  working in concert with other offices and 
agencies, in and near our community are the Little Italy Master 
Plan (in and around Columbus Park on Martin and Columbus 
Streets),  the Lower Fredericksburg Road Corridor Study (News-
letter Jul-Aug’16), and the Cincinnati Avenue Corridor Study 
(Newsletter Nov-Dec’16).  See Events & Meetings, page 3.  We 
last heard from WDC six years ago.  We look forward to this 
update for our area. 
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Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful since 1991

LARGE LOCAL PROJECTS IN BOND
If approved by voters this May 6th, the WLCA area will benefit 
with funding for several local projects, including streets, side-
walks, and drainage.  On January 19th, City Council approved 
the $850 million 2017-2022 bond package.  It will consider and 
vote on ballot language on February 9th.

Two large projects are proposed for our area.  Seeling Channel 
Phase III will receive $18 million to continue channel improve-
ments west of Morning Glory and past St. Cloud.  Woodlawn 
Lake Park will receive $5 million for a Multi-Generational Cen-
ter to be built without a loss of park green space.  We hope to 
have more information on these projects and the entire bond at a 
future meeting.  See Events & Meetings, page 3.



WLCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President:  Alejandro Soto.........................................485-6168

wlca@att.net
Vice President:  Diana Sanchez Lira..........................646-1595
Secretary:  Ester Soto
Treasurer:  Elia Reyna...............................................279-7204 
Board Members:
Fred Ayers..................................................................737-1228
Marcy Gutierrez.........................................................313-8296
Sally Avila..................................................................734-2093
Ashley Hernandez......................................................733-0839

FOCUS, FIXES, FUNDS
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

One of my first goals as WLCA president in 2003 was to increase 
membership.  That same year WLCA ran the Earth Day celebra-
tion at the Park.  We successfully applied for a $1000 grant from 
United Way.  We used the money to publicize both Earth Day and 
WLCA membership by leaving flyers at every home in our com-
munity.  The membership effort was highly successful.  We have 
repeated the door-to-door effort most every year since and it con-
tinues to bring us new members (page 4).  Yet, each year we hear 
from residents who did not know of us and what we do.  We often 
see someone at an online site suggest forming a group to deal 
with neighborhood issues.  Rather than duplicate, they should get 
involved in what is here.  WLCA works to solve problems, inno-
vates to improve our community, and interacts with our neighbors 
and with the City.  We welcome new voices and new ideas.

In our Nov-Dec 2015 Newsletter, I noted the City’s schedule for 
repairing the streets around our Park.  The Infrastructure Man-
agement Program (IMP) showed a delay until 2019 for most of 
these streets.  We asked our District 7 Councilman to look at 
moving up this schedule.  Several of these streets have now been 
fixed,  including N. Josephine Tobin from W. Woodlawn to Vol-
lum, W. French from Vollum to Zarzamora, and Alexander from 
W. French to Cincinnati.  Work on S. Josephine Tobin from Alex-
ander to W. Woodlawn, already scheduled for 2017, is now start-
ing.  We have asked the Transportation and Capital Improvements 
Department (TCI) to also look at the street flooding that occurs 
along the southern perimeter of the Park each time it rains.

We are continuing to ask the City for safer bicycle trails around 
the Park.  A long-time request is to consider making certain exist-
ing streets one-way with a dedicated bike lane.  We have recently 
asked for street bumps to be placed on the bike lane striping 
along S.  Josephine Tobin.  This will keep car traffic from drifting 
into the bike lane (that keeps fading) and from using that lane for 
passing on the right.   We are also looking into how other munici-
palities mark and protect their bike lanes to see if these measures 
would be feasible in our community and around our Park.

We will soon be considering a bond package for our City (page 
1).  Bond projects allow the City to make improvements outside 
of the City budget.  Two-thirds of budget money goes for public 
safety.  Some of it funds improvements, as our streets as dis-
cussed above.  But a lot of City money goes to picking up after 
our own citizens.  Last year the City cleaned up graffiti at 50,000 
sites at a cost of more than $1 million dollars.  The City pays to 
install speed humps in neighborhood streets because drivers will 
not observe speed limits.  There is also on-going trash and litter 
pick up in our streets, parks, and waterways, including our Lake.  
If these costs could be saved, there would be more money to run 
the City and for amenities that benefit our citizens.

WLCA Birthdays
January:  flower - carnation; birthstone - garnet
Charles Bartlett,  Gerard Bustos, Gilbert Campos, Katherine 
Guerra, Stella Castillo,  Janice Clayton, Eleanor Garza, Eloy 
Lozano, Helen Lozano, Marcy Gutierrez, Todd Minshall, 
Elias Quiñones, Leticia Rodriguez, Virginia Saenz
February:  flower - violet; birthstone - amethyst

Cabral Balreira, Mary Ann Contreras, Darlyne Cox, Luciana 
Cristadoro, Jane Dunnewold, Jonathan Hamm, David Kraft, 
Corrine Marin, Sylvia Reyna, Maria Rodriguez, Lydia Torres-
Tucker, Rebecca Vecera, Ruth Wimberly, Janet Zadeh

 NEW BOARD
WLCA’s new Executive Board was elected on November 29th 
and took office on January 1st.  They will lead the association 
for the next two years.

Alejandro Soto, a solo practice attorney, begins his eighth term 
as president.  Dr. Diana Sanchez Lira, a licensed psychologist, 
moves up from the board to serve as vice president.  Ester Soto, 
retired federal service personnel staffer, returns as secretary.  
Elia Reyna, retired from Kelly Air Force Base and long active in 
the Jefferson Neighborhood Association where she is currently 
vice president, continues as our treasurer.
There are four elected board positions.   Fred Ayers, retiree from 
the US Postal Service, begins his third term.  Marcy Gutierrez, 
art teacher and department chair at Jefferson High School, also 
begins her third term.  Sally Avila, an early childhood educator, 
begins a full term in the position to which she was appointed  
late last year.  Ashley Hernandez, office manager for a non-profit 
organization, rejoins the board after a short absence.    
We thank Gerard Bustos for his four years of service as WLCA 
vice president.  In spite of his busy schedule as an audio record-
ing engineer and as a video producer at UTSA, he has always 
found time to help out at National Night Out, Earth Day, our 
annual membership drive, and other WLCA projects.
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Next WLCA Meeting:  Jan. 31st at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room @ Gym Bldg

Other 2017 meetings:  Feb 28, Mar 28, Apr 25, May 30, 
Jun 27, Jul 25, Aug 29, Sep 26, Oct 24, Nov 28

TIME TO RENEW  your WLCA membership for 2017.  If your  member  information has not changed, just send your  pay-
ment annotated “2017 dues.”  If it has changed, please send the Form above with your  dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374, 
San Antonio TX 78228; or bring the Form and your dues to our next WLCA meeting.  If the address page of this Newslet-
ter shows that you have paid for 2017, or if you get an email saying that you have paid, please disregard this reminder.

Woodlawn Lake Community Association--Membership 2017

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________ Zip:________________________

Phone:____________________________________ E-mail:__________________________________ _______

Membership type:  _______Individual ($5 per year)     _______Family/Household ($10 per year)
(please check)  _______School, _______Non-Profit, or _______Business (each $10 per year)

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

shocked our garden plants and they are not now at their best.  As 
the plants are area perennials, we expect them to recover.  The 
date we set for our event will be one when we know our garden 
will be green and flowering again.  This coming Earth Day, April 
22nd, might be an appropriate day.  We will keep our members 
informed.

We thank Charles and his assistant Alberto Del Rio for all their 
advise,  work, and contributions on our project.  We will be add-
ing more plants to the garden and removing weeds before the 
summer heat sets in.  Because of the unpredictability of our 
weather, it is difficult to set work days in advance.  Please let us 
know if you want to be notified of garden days so that you can 
lend a hand, even on short notice.  Our garden is a community 
effort; we welcome all volunteers.

CLIP
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CONGRATS ON 90 YEARS
Darlyne Cox is celebrating her 90th birthday on February 4th.  
She is a long-time WLCA member and has been both an officer 
and a board member.  We wish Darlyne the very best. 

GARDEN: A MONARCH WAYSTATION
Charles Bartlett is a WLCA member and the Master Gardener 
advisor in our Centennial Garden project.  After working with 
the Monarch Watch Group at the University of Kansas, he was 
successful in getting official certification of our butterfly/
pollinator native plant garden.  We have received a Certificate of 
Appreciation, a national certification number, and an attractive 
metal “Monarch Waystation” sign.  
Each fall,  hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate 
from the United States and Canada to overwintering areas in 
Mexico and California where they wait out the winter until con-
ditions favor a return flight in the spring. The monarch migration 
is threatened by habitat loss in North America.   Monarch Waysta-
tions are places that provide resources necessary for monarchs to 
produce successive generations and sustain their migration.  
The University of Kansas staff approved our extensive list of 
native plants providing nectar and larvae food sources, a wide 
variety of milkweeds and other plants with a long blooming pe-
riod, and our maintenance procedures designed to provide shelter 
and monarch butterfly and other pollinator conservation.  Our 
Centennial Garden at Woodlawn Lake Park is a significant con-
tributing factor to the National Wildlife Federations’s naming of 
San Antonio as the first Monarch Butterfly Champion City in the 
U.S. and underscores the extensive support provided by the 
Parks and Recreation Department and WLCA.
We are planning a commemoration at the garden to showcase the 
Monarch Waystation sign.  Our recent freezing weather has 

EVENTS & MEETINGS--Open to the Public
OneSA2017 Bond Campaign Kick Off, Saturday, January 
28th, 9:30 am, Seeling Channel by 2526 W Mistletoe (at Manor).  
Join Mayor Ivy Taylor, Gen. Joe Robles, City Council members 
and other supporters and community leaders to mark the start of 
the City’s historic infrastructure bond campaign.

Cincinnati Avenue Corridor Study Community Meeting, 
Thursday, February 16th, 6-7 pm, Memorial Branch Library, 
3222 Culebra Road.  Join the Westside Development Corpora-
tion and District 7 Councilman Cris Medina for the first commu-
nity meeting regarding the Cincinnati Corridor Study.  Find out 
about the project timeline and study methods and of ways for 
you to stay involved with the study as it progresses.
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HOLIDAY GIFT PROJECT
Ester Soto, WLCA Secretary 

For the second consecutive year WLCA chose to do something 
for children who might not otherwise have a good holiday.    
WLCA member Dr. Carol Chincanchan gave us the names of 
two families in need, each with three children, one with an ex-
pectant mother and one with a custodial father.  We had a wish 
list for each child.  Cathy Fernandez helped me with shopping 
for the gifts.  Lydia and Tim Tucker were so kind to donate a 
high chair and a play pen for the expectant mother.   District 7 
Councilman Cris Medina donated a turkey for each family and a 
bunch of toys that added to the children's wish lists.
We wrapped and delivered the gifts two days before Christmas.  
Marcy Gutierrez and Cathy Fernandez accompanied Alejandro 
Soto to the families' homes.  The children were so very happy to 
see all their presents.  We hope that our contribution helped to 
make their Christmas day happier and more memorable. 

We are very grateful all who helped in this effort.  In addition to 
those named above, we thank Dina Saad and Chuck Harvey for 
their generous donation,  as well as Rebecca Tadefa and Carmen 
Barrera for their added donations.  We also thank Patti Garcia 
and Maria Del Carmen Diotte in the District 7 office for their 
help in acquiring the additional gifts.  We thank all WLCA 
members for their support in approving and funding this project. 

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

THE ELECTION & LOCAL ISSUES
Being an active part of the community, as are many WLCA 
members, involves us in community and political issues.  As citi-
zens, all WLCA members can express their view and preferences 
on public issues.  However, members cannot make it appear that 
their opinions are those of WLCA if WLCA has not in fact for-
mally taken that position.  Thus, a member can speak as an indi-
vidual and as a resident of our area, but in so speaking cannot 
represent himself or herself as a member or leader of our Asso-
ciation.  This includes using such inferences that would lead an 
outsider to construe the personal view to be that of WLCA.
WLCA does not endorse nor give preference to any candidate.  
We give candidates who visit our meeting two minutes to speak.  
They are allowed to pass out campaign material and can speak to 
members individually before and after the meeting.

HELPERS FOR MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
We hope to distribute the annual Spring Membership Drive edi-
tion of our newsletter to all residents within WLCA’s bounda-
ries.  Once a year, shortly before the City’s Earth Day event at 
our Park, we tell our community about WLCA as a way to re-
cruit new members.  This year’s event is on April 22nd, and we 
will distribute between April 10th and 20th.  There are about 
3,200 residents in our area, so need at least fifteen volunteers to 
deliver door to door.  Let us know if you can help out.


