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WLCA NEWSLETTER

STATE SENATOR MENENDEZ 
RETURNS ON MAY 31st

José Menendez, District 26 State Senator, will be the presenter 
at our May 31st meeting.  He spoke to us last June 30th follow-
ing his special election victory to replace Leticia Van de Putte, 
who had resigned to seek the mayorship of San Antonio.  In 
March of this year, voters nominated him to that office for a full 
term and he will face no opponent in November.  Menendez 
served in the Texas House from 2001 to 2015.  He represented 
District 6 on the San Antonio City Council for two terms, from 
1997 to 2001.  He was appointed to the Zoning Commission in 
1994 and served up to the time of his election to City Council.

Senator Menendez is a 1987 graduate of Central Catholic High 
School.  He holds Bachelor’s Degrees in Business Administra-
tion and in Latin American Studies from Southern Baptist Uni-
versity.  He is a vice president with Stewart Title Guaranty. 

SAWS TALKS CONSERVATION   
& PROJECTS ON JUNE 28th

Our June 28th meeting will feature a presentation by the San 
Antonio Water System (SAWS).  The topics will be water con-
servation, presented by Nathan Riggs, and the Vista Ridge Pro-
ject, presented by another SAWS staff member to be named. 

Nathan Riggs is the SAWS Conservation Project Coordinator.  
He has been with SAWS since 2012,  having moved over with the 
merged Bexar County Metropolitan District (BexarMet) where 
he was the Manager of the Water Efficiency Department begin-
ning in 2004.  He earned a BS in Entomology from Texas A&M 
University in 1992, and worked at different venues dealing with 
pest control before turning his attention to water issues.

SAWS is a public utility owned by the City of San Antonio.  It 
came into being on May 19, 1992, through the consolidation of 
the City Water Board (city-owned water supply utility), the City 
Wastewater Department (city department responsible for sewage 
collection and treatment), and the Alamo Water Conservation and 
Reuse District (independent city agency created to develop a 
system for reuse of treated wastewater).   SAWS is also responsi-
ble for complying with federal permit requirements for treatment 
of the City’s storm water runoff and for protecting the purity of 
the City’s water supply coming from the Edwards Aquifer.  It 
owns and runs as a separate utility the centralized heating and 
cooling system for the buildings in and around Hemisfair Park.  
In 2011, voters approved the merging of BexarMet into SAWS.

Membership Drive - page 2
July 4th at the Park - page 3
Zika & Mosquitos - page 4

ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTERS
WLCA Newsletters are bi-monthly, published at the end of each 
odd-numbered month about one week before our meetings.  They 
are sent to current dues-paying members, by email to those who 
have that service and by US Mail to all others.  Issues dating 
back to Nov-Dec 2012 are posted at neighborhoodlink.com.  To 
insure delivery, please keep us current on your email and home 
addresses.  Email saves on printing, paper, and postage.

CENTENNIAL GARDEN PROGRESS
On a rainy Earth Day, April 16th, six volunteers worked the gar-
den to place plants and mulch.  We also had some members drop 
by to see our progress and signed up some new members who 
visited as a result of our membership drive newsletter (page 2). 
On May 14th, ten volunteers met at the site and added flowering 
plants and shrubs.  The rain held off on that day until we were 
done, then the clouds opened for a well-needed soaking.

The City has extended a water line to the garden.  Rainbow Gar-
dens Nursery donated a five-gallon Mexican olive.  State Sena-
tor José Menendez and his aide Anna Alicia Romero worked 
with CPS Energy to get us ten saplings.  Valencia Hotel donated 
a 30-gallon Mexican plum that was planted by C&R Lawn Care 
& Landscaping.  We thank all these donors for their contribu-
tions.  We also thank District 125 State Representative Justin 
Rodriguez who put Hotel Valencia in touch with our project.  

If you have not yet seen the garden, take a little time to visit it at 
the west end of the Park, by S. Josephine Tobin and W. Craig.  
We have a lot of plants and materials, but need more people.  Let 
us know if you want to be on an email or telephone call list for 
notice of future work days.  Be a part of our effort.   

Keeping Woodlawn Wonderful Since 1992
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CONNECTOR, CORRIDOR, CURIO
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

Our Mar-Apr 2013 Newsletter talked about a project to improve 
Cincinnati Avenue from Woodlawn Lake Park to St. Mary’s Uni-
versity.   This was being promoted by City Council District 7, the 
Westside Development Corporation, and the St. Mary’s Univer-
sity Revitalization Project.  Last year, a public artwork, “Spine-
way,” was erected at the east end of the corridor (Nov-Dec 2015 
Newsletter).   Other than this sculpture,  the project seems to has 
fizzled.  The public meetings have ended and no word has come 
from any of the sponsors.  It’s time to look at the project again.

After attending project meetings, I asked both the District 1 and 7 
Council offices to consider improvements to Cincinnati to the 
opposite direction, from the Josephine Tobin Drive street arch to 
Zarzamora.  District 1 was supportive, yet nothing more came.  
We are now seeing the completion of the Martinez Creek Trail, 
with a trail head and parking area at Cincinnati (page 3).  The 
trail will then connect to our Park via a bicycle lane.  Midway at 
Zarzamora stands a potential landmark, a pre-WWII Gulf station, 
now a paletería.  The Cincinnati corridor from the Creek to the 
Park should be improved, with better sidewalks, street drainage 
(especially at Zarzamora), and streetscape that compliments the 
historic park to which it leads.  The intersection at Zarzamora 
should be an entry point to the Park and a connector to the trail.  
If this results in the sacrifice of “Sombras,” well,  it would be for 
the greater good. 

Improvements to Zarzamora from Cincinnati south to Laurel are 
set for 2018.  In the past, I have asked that Zarzamora be im-
proved from the Little Flower Basilica at Culebra north to the 
Deco District at Fredericksburg Road.  WLCA formally asked the 
City for this at our October 2015 meeting.   A VIA Primo line will 
soon be on this street, which will provide an opportunity for posi-
tive changes.  Zarzamora is residential north of W. Woodlawn.  
To the south are some successful restaurants and small busi-
nesses.   We should encourage enterprises and design that serve 
our needs and compliment out community.  A better, attractive 
intersection at Cincinnati would be a good start.  The Cincinnati 
and Zarzamora corridors are shared by Council Districts 1 and 7.  
They should look into improving these neglected streets and give 
them the significance and the historic recognition they are due.

To gain ideas for our Centennial Garden (page 1),  I visited the 
Zilker Park Botanical Garden in Austin.  Other than the plants 
and layout,  I was impressed by architectural artifacts placed in 
the garden.  These are historic items that once stood on the streets 
or buildings in Austin, long demolished save for the salvaged 
parts now preserved at Zilker.  I would like to see something 
from our community’s past grace our native plants garden.  If 
anyone is aware of any architectural relic left forgotten that could 
be placed at our garden, please let me know.

WLCA Birthdays
May:  flower - lily of the valley; birthstone - emerald
James Amesquita, Marisa Bono,  Bezaleel Chincanchan, Jim 
Haught, Sylvia Garza, Leo Herrera,  Rod Logsdon,  Charles 
Oisten, Daniel Ramirez, Marta Torres
June:  flower - rose; birthstone - pearl
Adriana Cabriales,  Albert Clayton, Linda Felan, Miguel 
Gomez, Trey Martinez Fischer, Joe Gonzales, Concepción 
Gonzalez, Kathy Grayshon, Eugene Herrera Jr, John Jarosek 
Jr, Alice Pieper,  Mary Pieper, Brian Ramirez, Callie Ramos, 
Elia Reyna, Kathleen Trenchard

41 NEW WLCA MEMBERS
WLCA welcomes 41 new members for 2016.  We also saw the 
return of some prior members who were not on our rolls last 
year.  Our membership drive ended on Earth Day, but we are still 
receiving dues from late payers.   We did have some member 
dropout, but overall have gained over our 2015 level.  We remain 
short of our goal of 200 members that we last achieved in 2014.

The membership drive included publishing a special Spring 
Membership Drive edition of our newsletter and distributing it to 
3,200 homes in the WLCA area.  We thank members who took 
the time and energy to go door-to-door passing out the flyer:  
Sally Avila,  Gerard Bustos, Martin Golando, Ashley Hernandez, 
Vicki Wright, Susan Hudnall, Diana Sanchez Lira, Norma Jean 
Moore, Charles Oisten, Grace Rosales, Alejandro Soto, Rebecca 
Vecera, and Jason Ambrose.  Because we did not get enough 
volunteers to cover our entire geographic area, WLCA hired a 
helper to distribute about one-fourth of the newsletters.

Many residents are not aware that they have a neighborhood 
association to which they can belong.  Many are not aware of 
our long history, list of accomplishments, and current goals.   By 
letting area residents know about us, we are able to expand our 
membership by adding neighbors who share our concerns about 
this community.    
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Next WLCA Meeting:  May 31st at 6:30 pm
Wi-Fi (Community) Room 〜～ Park Gym Bldg

Remaining 2016 meetings:  Jun 28, Jul 26, Aug 30, Sep 27, 
Oct 25, Nov 29, Dec Holiday Party TBA

Plan Ahead for Enjoyable Day
We who reside around Woodlawn Lake Park are familiar with 
the traffic build-up in our area every July 4th.  Please suggest to 
your guests that they arrive early to avoid the crowds.  VIA 
buses will be running on Sunday schedule.  These are bus lines 
on Zarzamora (520), Woodlawn (90), Wilson (89 & 522), and 
Culebra (82 & 88).  We are hoping that Park visitors take the 
bus, ride a bicycle, or walk, rather than drive.  If they do drive, 
we ask that they cooperate with the police officers directing traf-
fic and observe parking regulations.

Those picnicking at the Park should carry bags for their trash.  
On busy days, the Park’s trash cans fill up fast and a lot of debris 
ends up on the ground and in the water.  Also, there are no re-
ceptacles for ashes, so visitors who plan to grill or barbeque 
should bring foil or other material for disposing of their spent 
charcoal.  There are blue receptacles for recycling empty cans 
and uncapped bottles.   These receptacles should be used only for 
this purpose.  Visitors should carry a bag for their other recycla-
bles to take home for later curbside collection.  Overnight camp-
ing is not allowed for the 4th.  Both alcohol and glass containers 
are prohibited at City parks.  Please report any abuses that you 
see to on-site Park Police or to 311 or 911 (emergency).

Remember your pets.   If at the Park, they must be on a leash.  
Whether at home or at the Park, pets may be uneasy with fire-
works noise.  Shield them indoors or away from the action.

The City of San Antonio’s 4th of July celebration returns to 
Woodlawn Lake Park in 2016.  Families are invited to celebrate 
the nation’s Independence Day at the Park with a fun-filled day 
featuring games, food,  musical entertainment, and an explosion 
of fireworks over the Lake.  The event is sponsored by the San 
Antonio Parks Foundation in cooperation with the City’s Parks 
and Recreation Department.

The Day begins with the Salute to Red, White,  and Blue Chil-
dren’s Parade.  Pre-parade activities are at 10:00 am at the Gym 
and the parade begins at 11:00 am.  Opening ceremonies will 
take place at noon on stage at the west end of the Park.  There 
will be live music by local talent throughout the day.  More than 
20 vendors will be offering food and beverages.  Rio San Anto-
nio Cruises Kids’ Zone will have carnival rides and games for 
the children.  Shortly after 9 pm the crowd at the Park and sur-
rounding area residents will be treated to the Fireworks Extrava-
ganza, sponsored by H-E-B.

LOCAL CONTACTS
US Representative (Congress):
20--Joaquin Castro, Fed Bldg, 727 C’Chávez #124, 348-8216 
35--Lloyd Doggett, 217 W Travis, 704-1080
State Senate:
26--José Menendez, W’land Mall, 4522 Fred Rd A-3, 733-6604
State Representative:
116--Trey Martinez Fischer, 4242 E Piedras #111, 737-7200
City Council:
1--Roberto Treviño, City Hall 207-7279
     Constituent Office, 1310 Vance Jackson, 207-0900
7--Cris Medina, City Hall 207-7044
     Field Office, 4414 Centerview #160, 207-0870
SAFFE Officer, Marcos Serda, (cell) 286-6134
SAPD Deco Station, 1800 Fredericksburg Road, 207-5520

AREA LINEAR TRAILS READY SOON
The first phase of the Martinez and Alazán Creek Linear Trails 
are nearing completion.  The Martinez trail begins at Fredericks-
burg Road and ends at a trail head and parking area on Cincin-
nati.  The Alazán runs from the Woodlawn Lake Casting Pond to 
Lombrano.  The San Antonio River Authority is currently work-
ing with the City of San Antonio to establish dates for the grand 
openings.  We will notify our members once these plans are set. 
The City has approved projects to extend the trails further down-
stream.  The Martinez trail will extend 1.4 miles from Cincinnati 
to the Alazán confluence. The Alazán trail will extend 2.8 miles 
from Lombrano to the Apache Creek confluence. These projects 
promote connectivity and access to linear creekways.  We will 
provide information on this work as it becomes available.

JULY 4th CELEBRATION AT WOODLAWN LAKE PARK

CONTACT CODE ENFORCEMENT
You can report code compliance issues to Code Enforcement by 
any of the following: 

• Call 311 or 207-6000;
• Download the free “311” app onto your smart phone; or
• Visit the website at www.sanantonio.gov/ces and click on the                 
“Report a Violation” icon.

When reporting a violation, get a case number for follow-up. You 
can choose to remain anonymous when you make your report.  
Officers are trained and required to respect that anonymity.  
Please,  also, let WLCA know of your complaint so that we can 
help on follow-up and deal with any undesired trends.  
Code Chat Live takes place every second Tuesday of the month, 
from 1 to 2 pm, on the Development Services Department Face-
book page.  Code Officers are available to answer questions re-
garding an ordinance, a section of the code, or to help you navi-
gate through their processes.

http://www.sanantonio.gov/ces
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RAIN BRINGS MOSQUITOS & ZIKA
Our March 29th WLCA meeting featured a presentation by the 
San Antonio Metropolitan Health Department (SAMHD) on 
mosquitos and the Zika virus. First isolated in the Zika Forest of 
Uganda in 1947, the virus has spread to a large part of the 
Americas and Pacific Islands.  It is spread through the bites of an 
infected aedes aegypti mosquito.

The most common symptoms of Zika are fever,  rash, joint pain, 
and conjunctivitis (red eyes).  These are usually mild, lasting 
under a week, not requiring hospitalization, and very rarely re-
sulting in death.  However, Zika infection during pregnancy can 
cause microcephaly and other severe fatal brain defects.   

Aedes aegypti is a day-time active container-breeding mosquito 
that lays eggs in and around standing water.  It prefers the walls 
of water-filled man-made containers.  Eggs stick to the contain-
ers like glue and remain attached until they are scrubbed off.  
The eggs can survive up to eight months when the the container 
has dried out.  When it rains or water covers the eggs, the eggs 
hatch and become adults in about a week.

Recent rains and the encroaching summer make conditions ripe 
for an active mosquito season.  We can take a few steps to pre-
vent mosquitos from living and breeding around our homes:

• Remove standing water.  Once a week empty and scrub, turn 
over, cover,  or throw out containers that hold water, such as 

vases, pet water bowls, flower pot saucers, discarded tires, buck-
ets, pool covers, bird baths, trash cans,  and rain barrels.  Large or 
heavy containers can be emptied by use of a leaf blower.  Report 
standing water outside of your property to 311.  

• Follow safe water storage tips.  If water must be stored, tightly 
cover storage containers to prevent mosquitos from getting in-
side and laying eggs.  You can also use mosquito dunks available 
in garden and building supply centers.  These are safe to birds 
and fish, as well as pets, so can be used in bird baths,  koi ponds, 
and water bowls.  They should not be used, however, in water 
that might be consumed by humans. 

• Improve sanitation.  Organic matter (as animal waste, grasses, 
and leaves) in water provides food for mosquito larvae, thus in-
creases their chances to survive.  Sanitation departments and 
wastewater treatment plants remove organic wastes and treat 
water with chlorine or other disinfectants. 

Spraying of insecticides might be ineffective.  Mosquitos spend 
their inactive periods on the underside of plant foliage.  Spraying 
often hits only the topside of leaves, leaving the shaded pests 
unmolested.  The use of any pesticide should be carefully 
weighed, to avoid harm to desired and beneficial species of ani-
mals, as pets, birds, butterflies, and bees (as well as humans). 

Some information for this article came from Stephen Barscewski, 
SAMHD Sanitation Services Manager, at our March meeting, 
and from Carol Schliesinger, SAMHD Public Relations Manager.


