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WLCA NEWSLETTER

ACS DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT   
DEC 1st MEETING

Kathy Davis,  Director of the City’s Animal Care Services De-
partment (ACS), will be the speaker at our December 1st meet-
ing.  Ms. Davis began her current duties in August 2012 and last 
spoke to our members in November of that year.  Previous to 
coming to San Antonio, she ran a private foundation in Los An-
geles that seeks to end animal cruelty.  Before that, she was the 
assistant and interim general manager of that city’s Department 
of Animal Services.  From 2002 to 2008, she headed the Dallas 
Code Compliance Department which includes animal services.  
She began her municipal career as director of the South Bend 
(Indiana) Animal Shelter, where she worked for 12 years.

ACS is dedicated to seeing that every animal in the City re-
ceives responsible care.  The department seeks to protect both 
pets and people.  It does this by providing shelter for lost and 
stray pets, medical care and vaccinations for incoming animals, 
increased enforcement, and public education.  We have asked 
ACS to tell us about pet owner responsibilities, stray dog prob-
lems, progress in the no-kill program, and other animal issues.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT REPORT    
Successful Event at the Park

WLCA held its annual National Night Out event on October 6th 
at the pavilion in the newly reconfigured west end of Woodlawn 
Lake Park.  Several members, as well as other neighbors, came 
together for an evening to show support for our community, stand 
together against crime, and enjoy one another’s company.

Food and snacks were plentiful thanks to Kiolbassa, which do-
nated fifty sausages,  and our new area Walmart, which donated a 
$75 gift card for food, drinks, and supplies.  Marcy Gutierrez was 
our grill master for the evening.  Gerard Bustos set up his sound 
system and provided a musical background.  The Jefferson - 
Woodlawn Lake Community Development Corporation donated 
H-E-B gift cards which were awarded as door prizes.

Several members brought additional food and helped out in other 
ways,  including Bezaleel and Carol Chincanchan, Jesse and 
Stella Castillo,  Diana Sanchez Lira, Ashley Hernandez, Frances 
Estrello, Eloy and Margaret Lozano, Daniel Ramirez,  Bianca 
Maldonado,  and Alejandro and Ester Soto.   We were visited by 
our SAFFE Officer Marcos Serda and McGruff, the crime fight-
ing dog.  District 1 City Councilman Roberto Treviño sent 
goodie bags via council staff aide Andrew Trexler, and District 
116 State Representative Trey Martinez Fischer’s chief of staff 
Summer Luciano delivered a $100 donation to WLCA.

The Park site includes lighting, electricity, bbq grills, and picnic 
tables, providing for a pleasant two hour event.  We signed up 
some new members,  including former members who rejoined.  
We thank the helpers and donors for a successful evening.  
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ALLEY ADDRESS
Effective Jan. 1, 2016, homes using an alleyway longer than 10 
lots in length to access a rear garage, carport or driveway will be 
required to have address numbers in the rear of the property 
along the alley (City Code Sec. 304.3).

VIA SURVEY ON FUTURE SERVICE
Following an initial survey earlier in the year, VIA is now con-
ducting another survey to evaluate community options on (1) 
what is the best way to increase the frequency and reliability of 
VIA services, and (2) what areas should be priorities for addi-
tional fixed-route, high capacity services.  The quick survey is 
online at vision2040survey.com.  Printed surveys can be re-
quested at 362-2742 and will also be available at our next meet-
ing.  The survey deadline is December 4th. 

CHARITY IN LIEU OF PARTY
A poll of members showed that a WLCA party this time of year 
would not be well-attended. We, therefore, will forego our an-
nual Christmas gathering.  Instead, we are looking at possible 
charitable activities in which WLCA can participate or contrib-
ute.  We will discuss this at our next meeting.  Let us know if 
you have suggestions or favorite causes.  



WLCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President:  Alejandro Soto.............................................485-6168

wlca@att.net
Vice President:  Gerard Bustos......................................279-8729
Secretary:  Ester Soto
Treasurer:  Ashley Hernandez.......................................733-0839
Board Members:
Fred Ayers......................................................................737-1228
Marcy Gutierrez.............................................................313-8296
Elia Reyna......................................................................279-7204
Diana Sanchez Lira........................................................646-1595

PERIMETER, PROBLEMS, PONDER
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

In our July-August 2015 Newsletter, we listed the City’s street 
repair schedule (IMP) for our area from now to 2019.   The IMP 
shows that the streets around our Park will wait a few years to be 
repaired, S. Josephine Tobin from Glenmore to Alexander in 
2017, and the remaining streets in 2019.  These streets are all in 
bad shape.  Waiting for the target years delays implementing the 
full recreational benefits of the Park, especially by neglecting a 
needed bicycle and skate (board & blade) route around the Park. 

With improvements to the Park from the 2007 and 2012 City 
bonds completed, now would be a fitting time to fix the streets 
that service the Park.  We have asked our District 7 Councilman 
to look at moving up this schedule and he has agreed to do so.  
Part of the streets' projects should include the addition of bicycle 
lanes on the streets, without encroachment on Park land.  One 
way to do this would be by making perimeter streets one-way, 
counterclockwise, around the Park (with adjustments for the S. 
Josephine Tobin bridge traffic and for the swimming pool area).

WLCA Birthdays
November:  flower - chrysanthemum; birthstone - topaz
Fred Ayers, Joe Barnard,  Carol Chincanchan, Irene Felan, 
Beatrice De Leon, Beatriz Garcia, Ben Garza, Marty 
Golando, Aleida Gomez, JoAnn Hernandez,  Margery Huston, 
Norma Hernandez, Ester Soto, Enrique Valdivia, Raul 
Vasquez
December:  flower - narcissus; birthstone - turquoise
Kenneth Beanland, Antoinette Cadena, Jesse Castillo, Marie 
Cooper, Servando De La Garza, Paul Garza, Martha J Kwan, 
Eugene S Herrera, Bianca Maldonado, Anna Perales,  Lupe 
Peña, John Zadeh

TIME TO RENEW  your WLCA membership for  2016.  If your  member information has not changed, just send your pay-
ment annotated “2016 dues.”  If it has changed, please send the Form above with your dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374, 
San Antonio TX 78228; or  bring the Form and your  dues to our next WLCA meeting.  If the address page of this Newslet-
ter shows that you have paid for 2016, or if you get an email saying that you have paid, please disregard this reminder.

Woodlawn Lake Community Association--Membership 2016

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Name:_______________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________ Zip:________________________

Phone:____________________________________ E-mail:_________________________________________

Membership type:  _______Individual ($5 per year)     _______Family/Household ($10 per year)
(please check)  _______School, _______Non-Profit, or _______Business (each $10 per year)

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

CLIP

OR

COPY

As we see improvements in our area, we also see the return of 
certain problems.  Large 18-wheeler trucks are again parking on 
our residential streets.  We should report these to SAPD non-
emergency, 207-SAPD, or 311 if above the curb.   We are seeing 
many stray and uncontrolled dogs.  We will address this issue at 
our next meeting (page 1).  Bandit signs, always a problem, are 
becoming more abundant.   We can remove non-political signs 
that do not carry a City permit from public right of way and util-
ity poles.  Graffiti does not go away and neither do littering and 
dumping in our streets and in our Park.  We should report these 
violations as they occur and not just clean up someone else’s 
mess.  Working together, we can keep Woodlawn wonderful.
I welcome Dr. Diana Sanchez Lira to the WLCA Executive 
Board.  I hope that more members will make a commitment to 
help guide our Association.  In a year we will elect new officers 
and board members.  Now would be the time to learn more about 
WLCA and begin to get more involved in what we do.  This 
would give you a chance to see if you would like to serve 
WLCA as a leader in an elected position.    



Next WLCA Meeting:  Dec. 1st at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room @ Gym Bldg

Following Meeting:  Jan. 26, 2016

Best Wishes for the Holidays and the New Year!

 
ADDED SAFETY ON CULEBRA 

Culebra Road is a major corridor to and through our area, con-
necting Interstate 10 with Little Flower Basilica, Woodlawn Lake 
Park, and St. Mary’s University.  It moves a lot of traffic through 
its seven lanes at a high rate of speed.   This stretch of road has 
been the site of numerous fatalities in recent years.  Marked 
crosswalks on the wide road are spaced blocks apart and many 
pedestrians jaywalk amid speeding traffic.  It is State highway, 
part of Spur 421, from IH-10 to Bandera Road, then becomes a 
City street.  Area neighborhood associations have asked the City 
and State for safety improvements (Newsletter Jul-Aug 2015).  
Construction of two improvements on Culebra Road will begin 
this month.  The goal is to improve pedestrian safety.  The City 
will install a traffic light at Culebra and 19th Street, where the 
Torreon Restaurant is located.   The light should be operating by 
the end of December.  A traffic light was removed from this same 
intersection a few years ago.  

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will start 
building a Z-crossing at Culebra and Navidad Street.  Z-crossings 
are crosswalks with center islands angled toward oncoming traf-
fic so as to allow pedestrians to stop and look halfway before 
continuing across a street.  They are often placed mid-block, but 
the one at Culebra and Navidad will be built at the intersection.  
This crossing will have a raised median in the center of the inter-
section that will prevent drivers from turning left on Navidad 
from Culebra.  It will also have flashing beacons and signs to 
heighten its visibility to motorists.  

The City plans to build a Z-crossing on Culebra near Gen. 
McMullen.  TxDOT has two more Z-crossings planned for Cule-
bra at Williams and Hamilton Avenues, but not until 2019.   Be-
fore then, TxDOT will install a raised median in the center of the 
road between IH-10 and 24th Street (Wilson Blvd).  The half-
million dollar project will provide refuge for pedestrians and 
control where vehicles can turn on the road.  WLCA is asking the 
City to design, or encourage the State to design, a landscaped 
median that will complement this corridor and encourage desir-
able development.  Most of the project area is in City Council 
District 1, but a part is also in District 7. 

PUBLIC ART AT PARK
A new public artwork now stands on a street island at the south 
side of our Park.  It is the creation of artist Marc Fornes (“for-
nay”).  The work is entitled “Spineway” and serves to connect 
Woodlawn Lake Park to St. Mary’s University and the Cincin-
nati Avenue corridor.
The project was funded by the 2012 City bond, which allotted 
1% of its total (or $5.9 million) to public art in the City (News-
letter Sept-Oct 2015).  Of that amount, $375,000 was for the 
Woodlawn project.  The Department for Culture and Creative 
Development (DCCD) managed the development of the project 
and collaborated with City Council District 7 and City depart-
ments of Transportation and Capital Improvements, Planning 
and Community Development, and Parks and Recreation.

A citizen panel was chosen to recommend an artist and project.  
Members included the District 7 representatives on the Cultural 
Arts Board and the Parks and Recreation Board,  as well as rep-
resentatives from the Public Art Board, UTSA Art Department, 
SA Museum of Art, and St.  Mary’s University Neighborhood 
Revitalization Project.   The panel reviewed the works of artists 
on the City’s registry of pre-qualified artists.  High scoring art-
ists were asked for submissions.  The panel recommended Mr. 
Fornes and DCCD and City Council approved the selection.
A native of France,  Marc Fornes is both an artist and an archi-
tect.  He is the founder of THEVERYMANY™, a New York-
based studio.  He also currently teaches at Princeton University.  
His work is well-known throughout the world.  San Antonio is 
the home of his first outdoor public installation in the US. 
“Spineway,” is an illuminated green and blue aluminum struc-
ture located at Cincinnati, S.  Josephine Tobin, and Goodrich.  It 
is 20 feet tall and about 70 feet wide, consists of 22 colors, and 
has nearly 1,000 pieces held together by 20,000 rivets.  It has a 
highly organic form, vein-like cutouts cover its surface and 
evoke plant cell structures.  It is modeled after the architecture 
of bridges and gateways and reflects the movement of people 
from every direction.  It will serve as a gateway from commu-
nity to community.  

The sculpture complements the Park without mimicking a park 
feature.  It is a work that can be viewed from any angle and will 
present different visions depending on location and time of day.  
It transforms what had been an insignificant street island fight-
ing off automobile parking.   Other improvements to the site are 
parking, ADA access ramps, electrical service, and curbs.

WLCA ASKS FOR ZARZAMORA FIX
WLCA has long asked for improvements to Zarzamora.  The 
IMP (page 2) lists rehabilitation of that street from Cincinnati 
south to Laurel in 2018.  At our last meeting in October,  we 
voted to ask the City to also improve Zarzamora north to the 
Deco District (Fred Rd).  Improvements up to W. Woodlawn 
should include commercial controls as well as infrastructure, to 
create a pedestrian friendly, family oriented business district.   In 
need of immediate attention is the crossing at Cincinnati that 
floods with each rain.  The corridor is in both Districts 1 and 7, 
so we have presented our request to both council offices.  



  !

DUTIES BEYOND YOUR YARD                          
Tending to plant growth and other pick up and maintenance goes 
beyond your yard.  Areas adjoining your yard may be City-
owned or public easements, but the property owner bears some 
responsibility for upkeep and safety.  

The homeowner has the responsibility to maintain the alley next 
to the home to the midway line.  This includes keeping it mowed 
and free of debris and other obstructions (City Code Sec. 14-61).  
Also, a tree height clearance of at least fourteen feet must be 
kept over alleys and streets to allow large vehicles to pass.

The homeowner also has to maintain the sidewalk and curb in 
front (and side if on a corner) of the property.  The public right 
of way must be kept clear of obstructions that impede the pas-
sage of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, as debris of any type, 
grass,  weeds, and other plants.  This extends to removing weeds 
growing out of the sidewalk or curb that are along the street 
pavement.  Also, the homeowner is responsible for correcting 
major cracks and uneven surfaces along the sidewalk (City Code 
Sec. 29-11a).  Low overhanging tree limbs need to be trimmed 
to 8 feet over the sidewalk.  

Easements are a portion of property set aside for a party other 
than the owner.  These must also be kept clean and free of ob-
structions.  Structures cannot encroach on an easement and the 
easement must be kept accessible to utility and city services.  

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

Holiday Activity in the City
(some events require an admission fee or a donation)

Nov 21 - Jan 6:  Light the Way, Univ. of the Incarnate Word
Nov 27:  Tree Lighting Ceremony, 3pm, Alamo Plaza; River 
Parade & Lighting Ceremony, 7-9pm, Riverwalk 
Nov 27 & 28:  International Peace Market, Esperanza Peace & 
Justice Center, 922 San Pedro, 10am-6pm
Nov 28 & 29:  A Holiday Fair “DIY” to Remember, Wonderland
Dec 2-20:  Holiday Boat Caroling, Riverwalk, 6:15-8:30pm
Dec 5:  Silver Bells in the City Tree Lighting Ceremony, Main 
Plaza, 4-9pm
Dec 5:  Tamales! Holiday Festival at Pearl, noon-6pm
Dec 5:  Winterfest Helotes,  Cornyval Grounds, 12210 Leslie Rd, 
10am-6pm
Dec 5 & 6:  Hecho a Mano, Museo Guadalupe, 723 S Brazos, 
noon-6pm
Dec 11-13:  Holiday Arts & Crafts Show, Riverwalk, 11am-11pm  
Dec 12:  Blessing of the Animals, Market Square, 1-6pm
Dec 13: Winter Celebrations around the World, Inst. of Texas 
Cultures, noon-4pm
Dec 13:  Chanukah on the River, Arneson Theatre & La Villita, 
starting at 1 pm
Dec 31:  Celebrate San Antonio, New Year’s Eve Festival, down-
town, 5pm-midnight 


