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STATE REP & SAFFE OFFICER 
COVER GUN ISSUES SEPT 29th

Our September 29th meeting is an opening to our National 
Night Out crime prevention efforts (right column).   District 116 
State Representative Trey Martinez Fischer will address the 
Open Carry law passed by the Texas legislature this year.   The 
new law will allow licensed individuals to openly carry hand-
guns in belt or shoulder holsters beginning next year.  We are 
hoping to have information on what the law allows and exempts 
and on what we can expect to see in public and private venues. 

SAFFE Officer Marcos Serda will present and discuss the San 
Antonio Police Department (SAPD) video “Active Shooter.”  
This is a local production about individuals actively engaged in 
killing or attempting to kill people in a confined or other popu-
lated area.   In most cases active shooters use firearms with no 
pattern or method to their selection of victims.  The situations 
are unpredictable and evolve quickly.  The video shows what to 
do and not do in the presence of an active shooter. 

Trey was first elected in 2000 and is now in his eighth term.  He 
is Chairman of the Mexican-American Legislative Caucus. In 
2013, Trey was named a Best Legislator by Texas Monthly 
magazine.  A graduate of Holmes High School, he received his 
BA in political science from UTSA, MBA from Baruch College 
of Public Affairs (CUNY), and JD from the University of Texas 
School of Law.  He and his wife,  Elizabeth Provencio, are prac-
ticing attorneys and are WLCA members.   

Officer Serda has been with SAPD for over 32 years.  For the 
past dozen years, he has been a SAFFE Officer (right column) 
working out of the West Substation.  WLCA is one of his as-
signed neighborhood associations.  He is also the Gang-Graffiti 
Liaison officer for the entire West Service Area.   He has re-
ceived over fifty merits for his actions while on duty.  A WLCA 
member with his wife Diana, Officer Serda attends our meetings 
to keep us informed on police activity and concerns in our area.  

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT OCT 6th
WLCA will host a National Night Out (NNO) community event 
on Tuesday, October 6th, from 7 to 9 pm.  It will be at the new 
pavilion at the west end of Woodlawn Lake Park, next to the S. 
Josephine Tobin bridge at W Craig.  Members are urged to attend 
and to invite their neighbors.  Membership is not a requirement.    

NNO is an annual nation-wide observance designed to heighten 
crime and drug prevention awareness; generate support for, and 
participation in, local anti-crime programs; strengthen neighbor-
hood spirit and community police partnerships; and send a mes-
sage to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods are 
united and fighting back.  Neighbors and neighborhood associa-
tions organize block and community parties as a way of getting 
to know fellow neighbors and promoting safety.

WLCA will provide drinks and grilled foods.  Persons attending 
are asked to bring side dishes or snacks that can be shared with 
about six people (no plug-ins please).  We will have music, visit-
ing dignitaries, and crime safety information.  There will also be 
give aways and drawings for door prizes.  Bring a lawn chair or 
walk around and meet your neighbors.

 SAPD SAFFE OFFICERS
SAFFE stands for San Antonio Fear Free Environment.  Estab-
lished in 1994-95, it is the central core of SAPD’s Community 
Policing activities.  The SAFFE Unit consists of officers who 
focus on identifying, evaluating, and resolving community crime 
problems with the cooperation and participation of community 
residents.   They maintain day-to-day interaction with residents 
and businesses, act as liaisons with other City agencies, work 
closely with schools and youth programs, coordinate graffiti-
removal activities, and serve as resources to residents who wish 
to protect their neighborhoods from crime and decay.    

Construction Projects - page 2
Fences - page 3

Oct Meeting:  DA Elder Fraud Unit - page 4

Public Pre-Construction Meeting
Seeling Channel Drainage Phase II (2012 Bond Project)
affecting streets along channel from Wilson to Morning Glory 

(Mistletoe, Manor, Huisache, Mulberry, & Morning Glory)
Thursday, October 8th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Young Women’s Leadership Academy

2123 W Huisache
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NEIGHBORHOOD, NETWORK, NOISE
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

I have resided in cities in which property values and desirability 
are determined by attributes of the location.  These factors can 
include elevation (a hilltop), nearness to water (beach or river), 
or view.  This is not the case in San Antonio as such factors are 
pretty much the same all around.  Instead, value and desirability 
seem to be set by zip code.  But zip code is not a feature of the 
land or its surrounds and, other than snob appeal, does not de-
fine where we want to be at the end of the day.

I chose to live in the Woodlawn Lake area because I was drawn 
to it.  Our lake and park are unique.  Our neighborhood is an-
chored on one corner by historic Thomas Jefferson High School 
and at the opposite corner by majestic Little Flower Basilica.  
Our homes range from semi-mansions to picturesque bunga-
lows.  We have tree-lined streets and mature landscaped yards.  I 
challenge any neighborhood to match what we have here.

That is why we have a neighborhood association and continue to 
work to keep what we do have.  Beginning in 2007, we worked 
to extend the Monticello Park Historic District into the WLCA 
area.  We also helped to create the Jefferson Neighborhood Con-
servation District (NCD) and the Woodlawn Lake Area NCD in 
WLCA areas not a part of the historic district.  We keep an eye 
out for code violations, property changes in conflict with codes 
and character, trash and graffiti,  and suspicious activity.  We 
petition and argue for the heritage and definition of our area.  
We also maintain a dialogue with elected officials and city staf-
fers for needed improvements and for controlled development.

Neighbors have to talk to work together.  We now rarely speak 
over a backyard fence or across a front yard.  But we do com-
municate electronically.  WLCA keeps members updated via 
email.  We post notices on our facebook page.  Our By-laws, 
Finance Rules,  and Newsletters since Nov-Dec 2012 are posted 
at neighborhoodlink.com  Members of our community pass 
messages along at nextdoor.com (the WLCA area includes 
Jefferson-Woodlawn Lake, Babcock to Woodlawn, and Wood-
lawn Lake).  There are also two membership groups on face-
book:  Jefferson, Monticello, Woodlawn Lake Community; and 
Jefferson & Monticello Online Yard Sale.  I encourage our 
members to take advantage of these sites as a way of keeping up 
with events, problems, and opportunities in the community.

I recently attended a town hall meeting of US Representative 
Joaquin Castro.  A one point some attendees tried to force their 
dialogue over a hot issue.   The Congressman did well in keeping 
control.  All too often I have seen individuals highjack a meet-
ing by yelling, badgering, and refusing to yield the floor.  This 
occurred with issues as school closings, the streetcar,  and our 
own park bridges.  I hope we remember to both speak and listen, 
be civil with those of opposing views, and respect the forum.  

WLCA Birthdays
September:  flower - aster; birthstone - sapphire

Francesco Cristadoro, Amelia De La Garza, Frances Estrello, 
Evangelina Escamilla, Dolores Escobedo, Rodolfo Flores, 
David Garcia, Kat Golando, Norma Jean Moore, Andres Perez, 
Oralia Riojas, Diane Serda, Kay Shaw, David Valdez, Vicki 
Wright
October:  flower - calendula; birthstone - opal
Sylvia Ayers, Jerry Bailey, Mary Ann Black, Rudy Blanco, 
Guadalupe Blanco,  Cathy Fernandez, Christie Fryatt, Gloria 
Gutierrez, Joe Hanney, Ashley Hernandez,  Jeff Hislop, Ana 
Mercedes Herrera, Rose Perales, Berma Prado, Marcos Serda,  
Anita Valencia, Laura Wauson, Karen Weehler

AREA CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Park Trail.  At this writing, trail completion is two weeks 
away.  Sealer is being applied and some work is being corrected

Laddie III.  The facility at 3700 Fredericksburg Road is 95% 
complete, but finishing work has stalled because of financial 
problems for the contractor.  The northwest site storm water de-
tention pond is designed to avert flooding near Woodlawn Lake.

Westside Creeks.  At Alazán Creek, work is underway at the 
Casting Pond and underneath the Waverly and Culebra bridge 
crossings.  Due to be completed in January 2016, this half-mile 
trail segment will connect Woodlawn Lake Park and West End 
Park.  At Martinez Creek, the closure and demolition of East 
Drive (Fredericksburg Road to W. Woodlawn) is complete.  
Grading work for the new trail is progressing between Magnolia 
and Cincinnati.  When completed in January 2016, the trail will 
provide connections to the Primo bus line on Fredericksburg 
Road and will extend from that point half a mile to Cincinnati. 

Public Art.  The triangle at Cincinnati, S.  Josephine Tobin & 
Goodrich will hold a large, colorful sculptural piece by artist 
Marc Fornes.  Funded by the 2012 Bond Program for public art 
projects, site preparation for its installation is underway.  



Next WLCA Meeting:  Sept 29 at 6:30 pm
Woodlawn Lake Park Wi-Fi Room @ Gym Bldg

Other meetings in 2015:  Oct 27, Nov meeting is Dec 1, 
Christmas Party date to be set

SOME RULES ON FENCES
The San Antonio Property Maintenance Code (SAPMC) regu-
lates the fences on our properties.   The heights and types of ma-
terials for fences are regulated in order to preserve the health, 
safety, and welfare of the residents.  Maximum heights are three 
feet for solid (privacy) fence, four feet for open type materials, 
and six feet for any fence used for the side or rear yard.  All 
fences must be constructed of wood, chain link, stone, rock, 
concrete block, masonry brick, brick, decorative wrought iron, 
or other materials with similar durability.  Material capable of 
inflicting personal injury, as barbed or razor wire, are prohibited 
for fencing, as are items not intended for fence construction, as 
particle board, plastics, or corrugated metal.

Other rules come into play, depending on your neighborhood 
(right column).   The Jefferson Neighborhood Conservation Dis-
trict (NCD) places a 42 inch height maximum on front fences 
and prohibits chain link as well as unfinished or precast con-
crete.  The Woodlawn Lake Area NCD requires that front fenc-
ing have a 50% transparency and that rear fences have a gate to 
any alley.  Historic Districts require that fencing follow the 
neighborhood pattern, including having no front yard fences if 
that is the traditional appearance of the area.  A building permit 
is required before erecting or expanding any fence.  This pre-
liminary step also ensures that your planned fence meets City 
Code and other neighborhood-specific requirements.

All fences that face the street or are adjacent to the public right 
of way need to be maintained in good repair and be structurally 
sound.  Fences with any of the following conditions must be 
timely repaired:  leaning more than 15 degrees; rotted,  fire dam-
aged, or broken wood support posts or cross members; broken, 
fire damaged,  or missing wood slats; broken, severely bent 
metal posts or torn, cut,  or ripped metal fencing materials; loose 
bricks, stones, rocks, masonry or similar materials.  You can 
remove the defective portion of a fence so long as the remaining 
portions are safe and in good repair.

If you think that a fence is not in compliance, call 311.  Only 
fences that are facing street frontage of the premises or adjacent 
to a public right of way are regulated by the SAPMC.  Fences 
between two adjacent properties is a civil matter and is ad-
dressed by the property owners.  If the neighbors cannot reach 
an agreement, the matter can be taken to the County Dispute 
Resolution Center or adjudicated in a court of law. 

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS AT THE PARK
Planet K invites the public to join them in the celebration of re-
membering the lives of loved ones passed, at its 8th annual Día 
De Los Muertos Fireworks Celebration. It takes place at Wood-
lawn Lake Park on Monday, November 2nd, from 6 to 9 pm.  A 
beautiful display of fireworks at 8:30 pm ends the event.  All 
proceeds from vendors and sponsors directly benefit three local 
charities; San Antonio AIDS Foundation, the Little Church of La 
Villita, and Bexar Area Harm Reduction Coalition.  

VIA TO ADD PRIMO LINES
During the next three years VIA will add Primo service to two 
key corridors of the South and West sides of the City.   A new 
Primo line will connect the Madla Transit Center with the Cross-
roads Park and Ride by way of Zarzamora Street and Fredericks-
burg Road.  That line will parallel the current Primo Route 100 
from Zarzamora to Crossroads.  An additional line will connect 
the Brooks Transit Center to the Kel-Lac Transit Center by way 
of Military Drive.  There will be connectivity between the three 
Primo lines,  as well as with existing regular bus routes, to reach 
key destinations around the City.  The new Primo lines will have 
features similar to Route 100,  including distinctive shelters, real 
time arrival information, and enhanced bus stop accessibility. 

NOVEMBER MEETING IN DECEMBER
Our regular meetings take place on the last Tuesday of each 
month,  except December.   The Executive Board can reset any 
meeting due to special circumstances (By-Laws Art IV).  Rather 
than meet during Thanksgiving week, which results in low at-
tendance, we will move the meeting one week, to December 1st.

LOCAL PARK OFFICER IN AUTO CRASH
Park Police Officer Michael Serda (brother of our SAFFE Offi-
cer, page 1) was injured in an automobile collision on September 
1st.   At about 7pm that evening, Officer Serda was in a police 
SUV on Cincinnati,  heading east towards Zarzamora.  A driver of 
a Nissan Versa was headed west on Cincinnati towards the same 
intersection.  That driver swerved to avoid a car in front of him 
and hit the police SUV head on.  Both drivers were taken to Uni-
versity Hospital and were doing well.   The Nissan driver report-
edly had a blood alcohol level above the legal limit.  We do not 
know the speed at which he was driving, but Cincinnati has a 
consistent problem with speeders.  We wish Officer Serda a quick 
recovery and hope to see him back at our park soon.

Our WLCA Districts
Monticello Park Historic District:  all area north of W Woodlawn 
between San Antonio Ave & Kampmann, & west to Wilson for the 
area north of the alley between Mulberry & Summit-Kampmann;
Jefferson Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD):  area west 
of Monticello Park Historic District to St. Cloud;
Woodlawn Lake Area NCD:  (n) W Woodlawn (s) Culebra & Ban-
dera (e) Zazamora (w) St Cloud. 



  !

DA’S OFFICE DISCUSSES ELDER 
FRAUD & ABUSE ON OCT 27th

Joanne Woodruff, a prosecutor in the Elder Fraud Unit of the 
Bexar County District Attorney’s Office (DA), will be the fea-
tured speaker at our October 27th meeting.  She has been with 
the DA since graduating from the University of Texas School of 
Law in 1999.  She joined the Elder Fraud Unit when it was cre-
ated in 2004.

The purpose of the Elder Fraud Unit is to prosecute those ac-
cused of financial fraud against the elderly and to make aware-
ness presentations to the community and to law enforcement 
agencies regarding elder fraud.  The Unit was created from a 
grant awarded to the DA’s Office from the State.   The County 
added the Elder Fraud Prosecutor position to the DA’s budget in 
2006.  Because of a substantially increased case load, a second 
prosecutor was added in 2008.  A Victim’s Advocate was added 
to facilitate communication with victims and to manage the 
mounting caseload.

Even if we are not yet of senior age, we hope to someday reach 
that status.  Many of us deal with older family members and 
friends.  Often times crimes and deceptions are not limited to the 
elderly, as identity theft and consumer fraud.  This meeting 
should provide valuable information for all our members, re-
gardless of age.

Woodlawn Lake
Community Association
PO Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

DOWNTOWN SÍCLOVÍA SEPT 28th
Síclovía, San Antonio's largest free health & wellness event, re-
turns to Broadway on Sunday,  September 27 from 10am to 3pm. 
A 2.7 mile stretch of Broadway,  between Alamo Plaza and Lions 
Field on Mulberry, will be closed to automobile traffic so that 
streets become temporarily car-free for families to run, ride bikes, 
and enjoy. The route will branch out for an additional mile on 
McCullough-Nolan St. to Dignowity Park.  A free service app is 
available for iOS devices to navigate the route as well as to find 
activities, fitness classes, and water stations.  A 5k run/walk (reg-
ister online) will precede the event at 8am at Alamo Plaza.

SAWS GIVETH; SAWS TAKETH AWAY  

No sooner had we published the end of water restrictions in our 
last Newsletter than the restrictions were reinstated.  The heat of 
summer and a new dry season overcame the benefits of the 
spring rains.  First,  Stage 1 was declared,  immediately followed 
by Stage 2.  
In Stage 2, watering with a sprinkler, soaker hose, or irrigation 
system is allowed only during the hours of 7 to 11 am and 7 to 11 
pm, one day a week depending on the last digit of your property 
address.  Numbers 0 and 1 water on Monday, 2 and 3 on Tues-
day, 4 and 5 on Wednesday, 6 and 7 on Thursday, and 8 and 9 on 
Friday.  Restrictions against water waste always apply.  Watering 
with a handheld hose is still allowed any day, any time.


