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INCLINE CONTRACT AWARDED HOMELESS TASKFORCE AT WORK
Many residents are concerned about the homeless encamp-
ments on the bluffs below Corona Del Mar along PCH.  The 
direct hazards of occupying this land are two-fold: geological 
instability and the obvious fire hazard.  The latter is a major safe-
ty issue for all residents, homeless and otherwise.   In addition, 
there are indirect/quality of life issues. 

Here is proposed signage to facilitate removal of homeless from 
high fire risk zones.

However, experience has demonstrated that just pushing 
homeless persons from one campsite to, inevitably, another 
is not a viable solution.  Talking homeless persons into mov-
ing into available housing opportunities is most difficult.

Pacific Palisades Community Council partnered up with Cali-
fornia State Assemblyman Richard Bloom to tackle homeless 
issues in Pacific Palisades and Santa Monica Canyon.  A task 
force of approximately 50 Pacific Palisades and Canyon resi-
dents participated in a community-wide canvas on January 
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Here are updates on the California Incline and CIRS (Sewer) 
Projects.
Incline Update.  The Santa Monica City Council approved the 
California Incline reconstruction contract on February 27.  All 
bidders had bid on the shortest construction option of 365 days. 
Santa Monica is doing all it can to finish before Summer 2016.  
Incline closure will not occur before March 16 (LA Marathon).
Eight electronic changeable message signs will be put up 30 
days in advance of the project for the duration: three on Hwy 
101, four in Pacific Palisades and one in Santa Monica along the 
highway to discourage/inform traffic as appropriate.  
Mitigations:  After receiving input from SMCCA and BOCA, 
Santa Monica has agreed to mitigations including paying for a 
traffic officer at the intersection in front of Canyon School to 
increase safety for children walking to and from the school.  In-
creased patrols by motorcycle officers in the area are expected.  
You have already seen “Keep Clear” signs installed by LADOT 
to facilitate residents’ entry and exit from streets intersecting 
Entrada Drive and West Channel Road.  Repainting of faded 
street lane lines has been ordered.  Santa Monica will direct 
traffic away from Santa Monica Canyon (this will be monitored 
closely to determine effectiveness).  A “No Left Turn” sign will 
be installed at Mabery Road and Ocean Ave. Extension to deter 
“cut through” traffic as requested by BOCA.  Expect to see a few 
barricades emblazoned with “No Through Traffic.”
Santa Monica representatives will meet periodically with rep-
resentatives of SMCCA, BOCA, Pacific Palisades Community 
Council and Councilman Mike Bonin’s office.  Any appropri-
ate mid-course corrections will be sought to improve the traffic 
calming measures.
Information Sources:  There will be a 24-hour hotline number 
set up in a week or so (For the exact number see one of these 
web sites:   http://www.smgov.net/bebp/project.aspx?id=26686  or,  
https://www.facebook.com/SMConstructs).  In addition, SMCCA 
will continue to send periodic emails regarding PCH Construc-
tion.  If you are NOT receiving these emails and would like to 
sign up, you may do so using the enclosed reply envelope.
CIRS Update.  The tunneling has been completed and liner in-
stalled.  Yet to be done is the installation of the actual sewer pipe 
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29 to record the number of homeless individuals.   Our 
board members Sharon Kilbride, Wes Hough and George 
Wolfberg participated in the survey.  This survey is con-
ducted annually under the direction of the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA.)  The goal of the 
task force is to assess the mental health needs, and attempt 
to find permanent housing solutions, for these individuals.

If you are interested making a difference, consider joining 
the Pacific Palisades Homeless Task Force.  Please email task 
force chair, Maryam Zar, at pacpalihtf@gmail.com.  Gov-
ernment contact: Senior Field Representative for Richard 
Bloom, Stephanie Cohen at Stephanie.Cohen@asm.CA.gov.

Incline, CIRS, continued

In early 2014, donations were raised through the La Senora 
Research Institute for the rehabilitation of the original Span-
ish revival adobe wall that surrounds the historic cemetery 
on San Lorenzo Street in the upper Canyon.  John Byers, the 
architect, designed the wall circa 1920’s.   Over the years, the 
wall sustained structural damage and was in need of paint-
ing and repair.  Interior wall rehab is completed, thanks to 
contributions from the SMCCA and neighbors.  The second 
phase will begin on the exterior wall in February 2015. 

MARQUEZ FAMILY CEMETERY UPDATE

Marquez family descendent Ernest Marquez is a well-known 
historian and author.  The spry 90-year-old has been busy 
creating works of art at his home this past year.  He has near-
ly completed the crafting of 30 unique and artistic crosses 
for the many unmarked burial sites in the cemetery.  When 
he finishes the project this year, the crosses will permanently 
commemorate all of those buried within the cemetery walls.   
Each cross individually is a work of art.  The installation of  
these unique artistic pieces will augment the natural beau-
ty and spirituality of this historic cemetery in our canyon.  
Please refer to the photographs of Mr. Marquez and his 
crosses below.  While Mr. Marquez will generously donate all 
of his crosses, further donations are required to complete the 
installation and landscaping required by this project.  Tax-
deductible donations can be made to the La Senora Research 
Institute 501 (c) 3 Cemetery Fund.  For donation details and 
information, please contact Sharon.kilbride@yahoo.com

and resurfacing of the area. It is our understanding that the 
vibration of the tunneling combined with poorly compacted 
sandy soil will require significant grouting and compacting 
of soil to protect the sewer line and the highway.  This will 
delay the completion of this water quality project by approx-
imately 60 days.  The bad news is the overlap of the two proj-
ects will increase from 30 to 90 days.  Completion of CIRS is 
now targeted for June 15, 2015.  Still, this is a great improve-
ment over the seven-month overlap anticipated a year ago.  
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Thanks to your Santa Monica Canyon Civic Association and 
BOCA neighborhood association, the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power has abandoned a plan to locate a 
replacement electrical ground return system straight down 
Entrada Drive and West Channel Road to the Pacific Ocean.  
Instead, LADWP will install the replacement cable within 
existing conduit along Sunset Blvd. and adjacent streets 
from Kenter Ave. to near Gladstones Restaurant.
The original plan would have resulted in weeks of traffic-
snarling trenches on our narrow canyon roads.
Last spring the two associations learned that a Draft Environ-
ment Report (DEIR) regarding the Sylmar Ground Return 
System project (SGRS) was available for public comment.   
Board members spent many hours reading, researching 
and analyzing the more than 200 page report.  The original 
plan called for replacing an existing underground electrical 
grounding system on Sunset Blvd. with a new route which 
would have required large trenching segments including on 
San Vicente Blvd. to 7th Street, down Entrada Drive, to West 
Channel Road to a vault near PCH.  As can be imagined, the 
disruption would have been widespread and long-term, and 
would have been very damaging to the businesses and the 
quality of life in our canyon.  
Kudos to CD-11 Councilman Mike Bonin for his leadership 
in reaching out to LADWP and persuading them to rethink 
the project design. 

BIG WIN FOR OUR CANYON NEW PARK DIRECTOR ON BOARD

BOCA is one of the neighborhood associations within SMC-
CA boundaries.  The Association was originally called MOE-
NA for the Mabery Road, Ocean Way, and Entrada Drive 
triangle where many of its members reside but changed its 
name to BOCA when residents on neighboring streets to the 
north including West Channel joined.  The name pays hom-
age to the original 1839 Marquez/Reyes Family land grant 
for Rancho Boca de Santa Monica and also describes the 
neighborhood’s geographic location at the canyon mouth.  
BOCA’s activities in the neighborhood are overseen by its 
committees, including: traffic and walkability, safety, envi-
ronment, communications and membership.  The impact 
of diverted traffic on neighborhood streets due to closure of 
the California Incline has been a major focus.  BOCA and 
SMCCA jointly developed a list of specific requests for City 
traffic engineers as discussed on page 1.

Rustic Canyon Recreation Center is a City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks facility located at 601 
Latimer Road.  It is commonly referred to as the “hidden 
jewel” of the department.  New Park Director Tracie Field 
invites you to share in the experience of this jewel.  Contact 
her at rusticcanyon.rc@lacity.org or 310.454.5734.
Rustic Canyon has many programs for children and adults.  
There are classes such as jewelry and ceramics for adults with 
longtime quality instructors.  You also will find popular  pre-
school and children’s programs.
The tennis courts recently were upgraded and were voted the 
number #1 public courts in the City of Los Angeles!  If you 
seek to learn to play or to brush up on your game, there are 
classes at all levels taught by USTA qualified instructors.
There is an active Park Advisory Board that has raised funds 
to improve the facility with the annual not-to-be-missed 
Rustic Nights gala held the first Saturday evening in June.  
The gymnasium floor was recently refinished as were the 
beautiful tennis courts.  Rustic Canyon Park is rich in his-
tory and many historical artifacts can be found through-
out the center. Community members have dedicated many 
hours and raised funds to make sure that this center retains 
its historical flare. The “Grove,” which is located just west of 
the parking lot on Latimer Road, has been completely re-
stored and is a thriving ecosystem in an urban forest.  Rustic 
Canyon residents currently are working on the fountain and 
courtyard area located within the center.
Please come and enjoy this wonderful park.  Walk through 
the grove, play tennis on the courts, relax under the trees, 
or try a new class like jewelry or ceramics.  The center of-
fers many free community events throughout the spring and 
summer as well as new classes and programs.  All you have 
to do is “like” the center on Facebook or visit on the web 
(search google: “Rustic Canyon Recreation Center.”) to see 
all of the happenings.  Come join in and Live Rustic, Play 
Rustic! You will be glad you did.
More BOCA . . .
For more information on BOCA visit the Association’s web 
site at www.bocaneighbors.com. 

Another major initiative of BOCA in 2014 was undertaken 
in conjunction with SMCCA.  The two associations joined 
forces to pay for sand removal and fresh paint on the two pe-
destrian/bicycle tunnels under PCH that provide beach ac-
cess for Canyon residents and visitors.  New signs were also 
installed at the tunnel entrances, sand barriers enhanced and 
a new supply of matching paint provided to the City’s graffiti 
abatement crew.  



The SMCCA is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt organization.  
Your dues and contributions help keep your associa-
tion strong.  Yearly membership is only $10 per per-
son, a modest price for supporting your community.  
Please send payment to SMCCA at PO Box 3441, Santa 
Monica, CA 90408-3441, or pay through our web site 
www.smcca.org.  Additional contributions for mainte-
nance of our historic eucalyptus grove or for general 
purposes are welcome and greatly appreciated.  
If you would like to participate on the board or in any 
other capacity or have areas of interest, please let us 
know in your reply.  Please include your email address 
so we can send you important notices.  Let us know if 
you aren’t receiving weekly LAPD crime alerts so we 
can add you to our email list.  
We invite you to attend a Board meeting.  They are 
held on the second Tuesday of most months.  We post 
agendas at www.smcca.org.  Our annual meeting is 
May 12 at 7 PM.  Councilman Mike Bonin is invited.  
And, Santa Monica City Traffic Engineer, Andrew 
Maximous will report on California Incline-related 
traffic issues.  Please save the date.
We do not share or sell our email or mailing lists.

2015 Dues Now Payable

Important Phone Numbers‑‑‑
Graffiti Report                3-1-1
Illegal Leaf Blowers               1.800.996.2489 x-1
Illegally Parked Vehicles 1.213.485.4184
Pothole Repair                1.800.996.2489 x-1                 
West LA Police Station               1.310.444.0702
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