
TIPS FOR GETTING YOUR HOME READY TO SELL
By Carolyn Burleson-Webb 
Keller Williams at the Parks Realty

Spring is upon us and getting the house cleaned up
and looking wonderful is often one of the things we do
at this time of year. This is especially important if you
are looking to sell your home. 
     The housing market is making a strong comeback
and it’s a great time for both buyers and sellers. In Lake
Eola Heights, a property that is well presented and
priced right is often under contract within a few weeks
and sometimes sooner. If you want to sell your home,
here are a few tips to make it move quickly.
     Now is the time to clean out. Homebuyers see your
stuff crammed to overflowing  in every nook and cranny
and think “lack of storage.” Let them see all the
architectural nuances of the home rather than your
things. Decluttering the entire house, including closets,
and the garage or shed goes a long way in helping a
property to sell. If you can’t decide what to get rid of,
then just pack it up and rent a storage unit to hide those
excess items while you are selling your home. 
     You’ve got the location, but do you have the curb
appeal? Go stand on the curb in front of your house and
take a good look. How is the condition of the paint, the
roof and the landscaping? Trim the bushes so the house
is visible from the street, the sidewalk is accessible and
they enhance rather than detract upon first sight.
Perhaps you can add some annual flowers for pops of
color and mulch the beds. Paint the door an enticing

 accent color. Make certain the walls and trim are in
good condition. If the roof is in good condition, clean it
or replace it if it is needed. 
     Now move right up to the door and stand there as if
you were getting ready to go in. Make certain you have
something here that really invites the person to stay
such as a small chair and table or colorful plant.
     Finally, go ahead and do that major Spring Clean.
These old houses have a tendency to get dusty and even
more so if you have pets. Make certain when they open
that front door they are greeted with all the charm of
your house. This also helps your home to smell clean
and fresh. How many times have you gone into a house
and thought “musty” or “they have dogs”? These are not
positive reactions; compare that to a home that smells
clean or even smells of fresh-baked bread. 
     House shopping is done with the eyes, ears, nose and
mind. It is often a gut reaction that makes someone
decide that a property is “The One.” A talented real
estate professional can help you decide what to do to
get your home ready to sell and then guide you on
pricing it properly. Three things sell a home: location,
appearance and price. You have a great location in Lake
Eola Heights, so make the appearance top notch and
price it correctly and you will quickly be moving on to
your next home. 
     As always, I am happy to help in any way that I can.
If you’d like personalized staging tips or a price
opinion, please give me a call at 407-733-8767.

                                 DEAR FRIENDS OF LEHHNA:

  

By Anne Culp
The next time you want to take a

walk, may I suggest you walk about a
mile or so west on Concord?

You will find a very pretty lake,
Lake Dot. You will see the Orlando
Day Nursery on the west side of the
lake. Inside this building are 130
children aged 6 weeks to 6 years old. 
Their parents work downtown for
minimum wage; a few are homeless.  

The mission of Orlando Day
Nursery, to provide high quality early
learning experiences, has never been
more urgent. The language gap
between rich and poor children begins
in infancy. By 18 months, studies
show the language development of
toddlers from less affluent families

is already several months behind their
more advantaged peers.

ODN is bridging that gap.
Without ODN most of these children
would enter school not ready to learn.
Yet with ODN, 88% percent tested
ready for kindergarten on a state
reading test last fall -- a stunning
achievement.

ODN’s grants cover about half
the cost. We need to raise another
$100,000.  

This year, in honor of our
founding in 1921, the All4Kids Gala
will take guests back to the Roaring
Twenties. Please join us Saturday,
February 28, at 6:30 pm at the
DoubleTree Downtown Orlando, 60
S. Ivanhoe Boulevard.  

Lake Eola Heights Neighborhood News, Page 4 


