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           Membership is Our Future! 
Our Jefferson Neighborhood Association relies greatly on our membership for  

sustainability and to pursue public service endeavors for the greater good.  Although our 

calendar year is from September to August, we thought we would start the year off right 

with a purposeful membership drive.  This includes a new focus on building our Busi-

ness Memberships as well.   

We are asking all our members to go out and recruit your very own neighbors.  As an  

incentive, we invite you to participate in our membership contest. Prizes will be awarded 

to the individual who recruits the most members to join our association before our next general meeting.  

1st prize is a $25 gift card, 2nd prize is a $15 gift card and 3rd prize is a $5 gift card.  Winners will be  

announced at the general meeting on Monday, February 10, 2014 and in our next newsletter.   

The purpose of our Business Membership is to encourage any and all businesses around our neighborhood 

to join JNA.  Since we are halfway through our calendar year, our business membership this year is only 

$100.00.  Membership entitles the business to a monthly mention in our newsletter which goes out to over 

300 homes, is featured on Facebook and our website and made available to the general public at select  

neighborhood businesses. The business will also get free advertising space in our newsletter during a month 

of their choosing.  

We are proud to welcome the following businesses who have chosen to grow in partnership with the  

Jefferson Neighborhood Association: 

Vee’s Hair and Spa Salon, 1022 Donaldson Ave.  

Deco Pizzeria, 1815 Fredericksburg Rd. 

Big Bob’s Burgers, 447 W. Hildebrand Ave. 

Attorney Rosa Maria “Rosie” Gonzalez 

Won’t you join us, as an individual, family or business in our effort to band together, create strength in  

numbers and work together to make great changes happen in the place we all call home. If you have a  

question about the business membership, please contact Pablo Ledesma at pledesma75@gmail.com.  

                                                                                                        Moving forward with you in mind,  

                                                                                                                                        Ted 

Don’t forget to look at Page 7 inside this newsletter   

  for information about our upcoming  

Candidate Forum 
  featuring candidates in the races for 

 Bexar County Judge & Bexar County District Attorney.  

    Monday, Feb. 17 
  Friday, Feb. 14 



Page 2 February 2014 JEFFERSON NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

 

Thank you to our Advertisers!  
 

Jefferson Neighborhood Association  

is a 501(c)(3) organization and does 

 not support or endorse any political  

candidates. 

 

Your Vote is your Voice 

Important Election Dates to Remember: 

Tuesday, February 18, 2014-1st Day of Early Voting 

Friday, February 24, 2014-Last day to apply for Ballot by mail 

Friday, February 28, 2014-Last day to early vote 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014-*Primary Election Day* 
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JNA CONTACTS  

President;  

Ted Guerra 

219-4696 

tedsamguerra@aol.com 

Vice President 

Andres Lopez 

273-1827 

alopez1978@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Myra Lorenz 

733-9888 

Treasurer; 

Liliana Morales 

845-8012 

lilianamireles@sbcglobal.net 

Board Members: 

Marie Cooper 

391-7889 

Chuck Whitehead 

733-9341 

Joe Garza 

735-2003 

desi2@satx.rr.com 

Scholarship Chair: 

Elia Reyna 

279-7204 

Hospitality Chair 

Ande Tokoly 

734-3443 

Newsletter Editors 

Ted and Samantha Guerra 

SAFFE Officer: 

Marcos Serda 

207-7421 

Marcos.serda@sanantonio.gov 

Mayor’s office  

207-7060/7107 

Councilman Medina 

 207-7044; 207-0870 

A Clinker or a Clunker 
 

I have lived in the Jefferson neighborhood area for about twelve years. Living  
previously in Uptown New Orleans, I had come to believe that Victorian  
houses were the best. But, now I have lived here and have learned so much about 
bungalows and craftsmen houses. Craftsmen houses were a reaction, in fact to  
Victorian homes and all the “fou-frou” in Victorian architecture. Craftsmen houses 
serve to celebrate the simple but well-executed craftsmanship in building a home. 
The craftsmen movement was a reaction to the machine made products of the late 
nineteenth century.   
Bungalows also attempted to offer quality architecture at an affordable price. The 
craftsmen movement and bungalows coalesced to form a distinctive  
architecture style.  The height of bungalows here in South Texas occurred about 1910 
to 1940. The builders of craftsmen houses found other ways to reduce costs: no  
foyer, no master bedroom, and plenty of built-in storage. Do not lament the fact that 
visitors are in your living room the minute they walk in the door. Instead, appreciate 
that no foyer means you have a wonderful home at a fraction of the price. 
Almost all bungalows have large attics. That was intentional. The  builders envisioned 
that as families grew, they could simply add a second floor at a much smaller cost. 
Bungalows were all about maximizing space wherever possible. There are many 
different architectural styles of bungalows, many of which are found in the Jefferson 
neighborhood. We have plenty of Tudor Revivals, which are marked by prominent 
chimneys (which means they are in the front of the house or close to the front), 
steep roofs, windows with cross-hatching on the window screen and pseudo  
exposed planking (those 1 x 4 planks of wood on the front). We have Dutch revivals 
with their angular roof lines. We have Mediterranean Revival and Spanish  
revival with the clay tile roofs. We are truly fortunate to live in a place with superb 
architecture. Then there is the somewhat rare clinker brick houses. Clinker bricks are 
the bricks that the brick makers would reject. They would toss them to the back of 
the brick yard in a big pile. The bricks would land with a loud “clink.” For decades, 
perhaps centuries, clinkers were considered trash bricks, leftovers. But, then when 
the craftsmen movement started with its celebration of things hand made, clinker 
bricks were sometimes used in the construction of houses. One such house at 2150 
West Summit has a clinker brick chimney. Drive by and appreciate the wide variety of 
colors found in the simple red or reddish brick. Bungalows and the craftsmen move-
ment espoused earth colors, tans, reds, blues and grays. 
Unfortunately not all of us learn about our home’s history. One lovely bungalow in 
the 1800 block of West Magnolia was built entirely of clinker bricks. This home had 
clinker bricks on all four sides. It was the only such home in our area. Recently, a new 
owner painted over all that beautiful red brick that used to radiate in hundreds of 
different shades of red. One clinker brick bungalow has been lost to San Antonio. Let 
us not lose another.  We should all learn as much as we need when it comes time to 
perform that essential maintenance on our bungalows. It is true what they say, we 
do not really own our houses. Really, we just take care of them for some time. 
                                                                                Tom Crane  - JNA member 
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“For it was not into my ear you whispered, but into my heart. It was not my lips you kissed, but my soul.” 

-Judy Garland 

Avoiding Valentine Vexation 

Roses are red 

Violets are blue 

Does Valentine’s Day 

Do strange things to you? 

 

For many, Valentine’s Day is quite daunting. How do I express my love? How much will it cost me this 

year? As a single person, how should I spend the day? Chocolates again? So many questions, time and time 

again.  

 

This year, instead of the usual restaurant dinner, store bought teddy bear and short lived flowers, why not 

try something different? Below are a few suggestions of how you might spend this February 14th and quite 

possibly, make this year a little more memorable than the last. 

 

If you are single and loving it, why not spend the evening with others who feel the same way? Organize a 

Valentine Single’s Soiree.  Fashion a fabulous invitation, block walk it to every home on your block invit-

ing only those who are “single and loving it” to come out to enjoy a wonderful evening of food, music, new 

friends and fun. Make it a potluck and/or BYOB to save on costs. Solicit a local theatre/entertainment ven-

ue for the donation of tickets to a performance/concert to be given away as a door prize. Plan a few ice 

breakers to get the party started and watch the fun happen.  

 

Why not play the part of “Grocery Fairy” for a disadvantaged neighbor/family on your block? What better 

way to show love than to give a week’s worth of food to those who are in need. 

 

If you have a Valentine, why not make this year more personal by writing a love letter letting him/her know 

how special they are to you? An alphabet of appreciation perhaps? I Adore you, You are Beautiful, I Care 

for you… (Get the idea?) Instead of purchasing the usual dozen roses, the gift of a rose bush is the gift that 

keeps on giving. Every bloom will remind them of you.  

 

Dinner at a restaurant on Valentine’s Day means long lines, big crowds, assembly line fare… We suggest a 

home cooked meal, served on your finest dishes, and with handwritten love messages strewn across a table 

lit with romantic candles. A bottle of wine, a favorite song playing in the background, a homemade dessert 

(hand dipped strawberries anyone?) a great movie straight out of the REDBOX. Perfection! 

 

Instead of the standard card and balloons, how about a basket of exotic fruit. A visit to an upscale local gro-

cer will assist you in putting together a mix of star fruit, cherimoya, kumquat, lychees… Wrap with an offer 

to spend the evening tasting them together.  

 

For a more practical, but loving gesture, a handmade coupon offering a specific chore is sometimes the best 

alternative to chocolates. An offer of “I will wash your car on Saturday and think of you the whole time” 

can be a very romantic alternative. New baby in the household? How about a coupon that reads “I will take 

all the 2 am feedings for the next two weeks” or “Because I love you so much, I will walk the dogs, wash 

the dishes, take out the trash, etc…” You get the idea, and I guarantee, after they receive your coupon, 

they’ll be left with that loving feeling long after the chores are done.  
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Undertaking Unplugging 
 

These days, no matter where you are, all it takes is 

a quick look to your left and right, to confirm that 

we are well entrenched in the Age of Technology. 

Smart phones, I Pads, IPods, Droids, tablets, 

touchscreens, voice control, Apps and Apples. The 

wide range of technological instruments and their 

capabilities is a fast moving train that boggles the 

mind. But at what cost to families and relation-

ships? 

While we in no way deny the importance of tech-

nology in our everyday lives, we also do not want 

to lose familial connectivity and the all but forgot-

ten, personal touch. We suggest an experiment in 

your home called “Unplugging.”  

Unplugging is an effort to designate “tech-free” 

zones in your homes or at certain times of the week 

(spaces or times where electronics are off-limits). 

Think quality, not quantity when making the deci-

sions regarding these zones. Include family/loved 

ones in the planning of this time or these areas. 

Rules should apply to both adults and children to 

ensure compliance and success. Don’t be too ambi-

tious in your goals, be reasonable in how long you 

should unplug.  

This tech-free time, well spent, refreshes the brain 

and offers the opportunity to re-connect with 

friends and loved ones in a very personal way. Un-

plugging allows everyone involved to make eye 

contact, listen to each other’s voices and engage 

fully in the physical world. Time unplugged could 

be spent playing board games, taking walks, riding 

bikes, baking, reading, making crafts or simply 

alone in a tranquil state.  

Technology is our future, and has no doubt made 

our lives easier in many ways. However, the human 

aspect of life and its profound effect on our well-

being cannot be denied and therefore, should never 

be ignored.  

 

Interesting Presidential Facts 
 

Benjamin Harrison was the first president to 

have electricity in the White House. However, 

he was so scared of getting electrocuted that he 

would never touch the light switches himself. 

 

William McKinley almost always wore a red 

carnation on his lapel as a good luck charm. 

While greeting a line of people in 1901, he gave 

the flower to a little girl. Seconds later, he was 

shot by an assassin, and died eight days later. 

 

William Taft — also known as "Big Bill" — 

was the largest president in American history. 

He once got himself wedged into the White 

House bathtub and had to call his advisers for 

help getting out.  

 

Herbert Hoover's son had two pet alligators, 

which were occasionally permitted to run loose 

throughout the White House. 

 

Harry S. Truman -The "S" in Truman's full 

name doesn't stand for anything. His parents 

couldn't decide on a middle name for over a 

month, so they settled on the letter "S" in honor 

of his maternal grandfather, Solomon Young, 

and his paternal grandfather, Anderson Shipp 

Truman. 

 

Gerald Ford worked as a fashion model during 

college, appearing on the cover 

of Cosmopolitan. 
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Woodlawn Lake  

Park Public  

Art Project 
 

 

 

The Public Art Board has approved plans for a structural art piece by Artist/Architect, Marc Fornes to be  

installed at Woodlawn Lake Park. The structure will be placed at the intersection of Cincinnati Avenue and 

Woodlawn Lake Park.  

Artist Marc Fornes, out of Brooklyn, New York, is a structural artist and registered Architect. He has  

exhibited work at the Guggenheim, GGG/Art Basel Miami, Art Paris and sold at Phillips de Pury. He is a 

TED Fellow and his studio has received numerous awards. In the fall of 2013, Mr. Fornes began teaching at 

Princeton and the Harvard Graduate School of Design.  

The role of this particular art project is to create and art piece, iconic structure and a visual identity for 

Woodlawn Lake Park. The purpose of the structure placement in the park is to indicate the start of the Park 

University Corridor, which is to become a gateway to Woodlawn Lake Park. The goal of the structural art 

piece is to create recognition for this public park with an emphasis on an aesthetically pleasing design,  

creating an icon for the community through its dynamic and timeless look.  

The structure will be strategically placed for maximum visibility and will be constructed of resilient and 

timeless materials. A decking pattern will be arrayed all across the interior path of the piece as a reference to 

a bridge. This will compliment and contrast with the smooth and ever-shining outer surface of the structure 

bringing a sense of playfulness to the piece.  

The schedule for the Public Art Project is divided into five lead phases: schematic design, detailing,  

consulting, fabrication and installation. The schedule is flexible to allow consulting and project management 

throughout the process. The information being presented to you today is a general overview of the project; 

we hope to bring more information to you in the coming months as it becomes available.  

Please visit www.theverymany.com for more information about artist Marc Fornes.   

 

7th Annual On and Off Fredericksburg Road Studio Tour 

February 22 and 23, 2014 
Presented by: 

 
A self-guided two-day tour of artist studios and galleries “on and off” Fredericksburg Road  

Spend the weekend meandering through artists’ studios and area galleries. From reclaimed former  

neighborhood grocery stores to intimate backyard sanctuaries, the studios on the tour provide environments 

in which artists create a variety of works, such as large-scale ceramic sculptures, metalwork, one-of-a-kind 

light fixtures, art photography, beadwork and embroidery, and painting in a variety of styles.  

Demonstrations, hospitality, and opportunities to purchase art are all part of the On and Off Fred experience. 

http://www.theverymany.com
http://www.bihlhausarts.org/
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Name:                                                           Birthday (mo/day)________ 

Name:                                                            Birthday (mo/day)________ 

Address: 

Zip:                Phone:                 E-Mail: 

 
Dues are $10 per year for individuals. $15 per year for families. 

Cut out and Mail to: PO Box 28552, SA TX 78228 
(Calendar year is September—August) 

 

Jefferson Neighborhood Association Membership Form 

FY 2013-2014 

 

Jefferson Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 28552 

San Antonio, TX. 78228 

® 

    
The next JNA meeting will be 
held Monday, February 10, 
2014 at 7 pm at the Jefferson 
United Methodist Church, Don-
aldson and Wilson. 

 

                                                 I have decided to stick with love.  Hate is too great a burden to bear.— Martin Luther King Jr. 

                                           Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.— Mother Teresa 

              Where there is love there is life.— Mahatma Gandhi 

 


