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President- Joe Molinar        Treasurer- Kendra Bray  
Vice President- Mark-Thomas Bray        Membership Officer- Margitta Vanwijk 
Secretary- Roger Heidt           Member at Large- Maurean Simmons 

 

CCaassttnneerr  HHeeiigghhttss  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  NNeewwsslleetttteerr, March 2014  
 

January CHNA General Membership Meeting:  On January 15, 2014, CHNA General 
Membership Meeting elections were held.  Reelected were President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, and Member at Large. Thank you for running and best wishes for another successful 
new year.   

   

 
We also elected two new members to the CHNA Board of Directors—Roger Heidt as Secretary 
and Margitta Vanwijk as Membership Officer.  Here are their brief biographies: 

Secretary- Roger Heidt—I have been a Castner Heights 
resident since 1990. After retiring from the military, I taught special 
education in both EPISD and YISD. I have been blessed with three 
children and five grandchildren. Currently, I am Vice President of the 
Board of Directors for the Gilbert and Sullivan Co. of El Paso, I 
volunteer at the Gene Roddenberry Planetarium at EPISD, and spend 
time working on my HO train layout.   

Membership- Officer Margitta Vanwijk—I am an El Paso 
businesswoman who has worked at the Northeast based FirstLight 
Federal Credit Union for 18 years.  A lifelong resident of Northeast El 
Paso, I have lived in Castner Heights for 14 years.  I am greatly 
passionate about the Sun City, Fort Bliss, and Northeast El Paso, 
always looking for ways to support the community.  I love supporting 
local businesses!  I was the 2002 Leo E. Zeigler Employee of the Year 
for FirstLight FCU and also a USO volunteer. 
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President’s Corner:  I would like to thank Osvaldo Matamoros for his work and time as 
Membership Officer for the past year.  Another thanks goes to Mike Bearce for being our 
Secretary plus doing the quarterly CHNA Newsletter for us for the past two years. They both 
were great assets to our association.  During the time I was absent, I would also like to thank 
Mark-Thomas Bray, our Vice President, for taking over for me and doing my position as well as 
his own.  His performance was outstanding in handling all the issues that came up. 
 Per Representative Carl Robinson’s meeting, Sam’s Club construction at the intersection 
of Gateway North and Diana Drive will start in March; according to the Northeast Regional 
Command Center Commander, the land has already been cleared of all explosives.  Also, Loop 
375 (Transmountain Road) from Dyer Street to Gateway North will be completed in March, one 
year ahead of schedule.  
 
Points of Interest: 

CHNA Financial Audit:  A big thank you goes out to Mrs. Regina Macioch (in burgundy 
jacket) and Mrs. Kathy Bustillos (in blue jacket) for serving as auditors and conducting a 
thorough review of our association’s financial records.  These records included receipts, 
checking ledger, and CHNA Board authorizations for expenditures.  In addition, Mrs. Macioch 
and Mrs. Bustillos verified the Petty Cash on hand.  This audit covered the time period January 
1, 2013 through December 31, 2013 in 
preparation for Board Member elections 
on January 15, 2014.  You’ll be happy 
to note the ladies reported that all 
CHNA funds were reviewed and 
accounted for with no discrepancies 
noted.  The attention to detail and 
diligence exhibited by these women in 
cross-walking Treasurer Reports, bank 
statements, and CHNA account records 
ensured accountability and visibility of 
accounting practices for the association funds. Our Treasurer Mrs. Kendra Bray’s meticulous 
and conscientious work on maintaining financial records helped make for a smooth and 
successful audit.  

In recognition for their dedicated, exemplary support to our association, President Joe 
Molinar presented both Mrs. Macioch and Mrs. Bustillos with a CHNA Certificate of Appreciation 
at our most recent General Membership Meeting this past January.  President Molinar cited 
their willingness to serve their community as shining examples for our residents.  By giving up a 
few hours of their time, these ladies further strengthened CHNA financial procedures and 
continued transparency into Board of Director’s activities.  Thank you again to both Mrs. 
Macioch and Mrs. Bustillos for a job well done. 

 
March Annual Diana Drive Clean-Up by Mark-Thomas Bray, Vice President:  Your 

association is teaming up with the City of El Paso Environmental Services and UTEP’s Project 
MOVE (Miner Opportunities for Volunteer Experiences) to clean up the roadside along Diana 
Drive on Saturday, March 1, 2014 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Despite the annual Race for the 
Cure moving from Cohen Stadium to Biggs Park on Fort Bliss, the Board of Directors felt 
continuing the clean up on Diana Drive served not only our immediate neighborhood, but also 
all of Northeast El Paso.  This goes a long way in improving the image of our part of town and 
providing a safe, clean environment for our families.  In previous years, multiple truckloads of 
trash and debris were collected and properly disposed of, leaving a cleaner route to be enjoyed 
by Race for the Cure participants. 
 



3 
 

This year, the Board of Directors submitted a proposal to the Office of 
the Dean of Students at UTEP nominating the Diana Drive clean-up 
effort as an opportunity for students to expand their outreach and 
provide assistance throughout the El Paso community.  Project MOVE 

organizers, in recognition of UTEP’s Centennial, are striving to have 100 job sites for the 
anticipated 2,000-plus volunteers helping to fulfill the promise of “Working Together, Serving El 
Paso.”  According to the UTEPnews.com press release 
(http://newsuc.utep.edu/index.php/latest-news-2/1313-utep-s-project-move-jumps-on-
centennial-bandwagon), this large-scale day of service is tied to the University’s efforts to give 
back to the community, which is home to a vast majority of its students, faculty, staff and alumni.  
Those involved have said the experience broadens perspectives of citizenship, leadership, 
community needs, civic engagement and the basic satisfaction of helping others. 

Volunteers from CHNA will meet with UTEP Project MOVE students at Todd Ware Park 
at 10:00 AM where they will receive instructions. The accumulated 
trash will be collected in vehicles by CHNA personnel and properly 
disposed of at the Citizen Collection Site at the 9100 block of 
Stahala.  In coordinating with Project MOVE, CHNA will have more 
people involved in the clean-up effort enabling the entire stretch of 
Diana Drive from Dyer Street to Gateway Boulevard North to be cleaned in a couple of hours.  
The CHNA Board of Directors has also coordinated with Clean El Paso Division of El Paso’s 
Environmental Services Department for trash bags and other materials needed for road-side 

clean-up.  The Association will also provide bottled water and light refreshments 
following the clean-up to thank the students for their support and hard work.  
Should this planned event prove to be a success, your association hopes to 
continue this partnership to preserve the quality of life along our neighborhood. 

 
CERT by Maria Zuloaga, Ready El Paso Coordinator:  The Community Emergency 

Response Team program in El Paso plays an integral part in emergency preparedness and 
response during times of disaster and local small scale emergencies.  For example, during the 
Deep Freeze in February 2011, the City of El Paso’s Office of Emergency Management 
activated these teams to assist their neighbors, train to shut off water valves, and help in setting 
up and maintaining warming shelters. Since the program’s inception in the City in October, 
Ready El Paso with assistance from the El Paso Fire Department has trained over 700 
volunteers and the numbers continue to grow.  Ready El Paso 
is a citizen preparedness City initiative in the City of El Paso 
whose goal is to strengthen efforts of awareness and 
volunteerism in the emergency management sector.  This is 
done through training and volunteer opportunities through the 
El Paso Fire Department, to involve citizens in all-hazards 
emergency preparedness and resilience.   
 Initially, the training consists of 20 hours of classroom 
and hands-on training on fire safety, light search and rescue, terrorism, and disaster psychology 
to name a few.  Furthermore, skills such as extinguishing small fires, medical triage and cribbing 
are introduced and developed further after they become CERT members.  Exercises with the El 
Paso Fire Department allow the members to refresh their skills and continue to increase their 
capabilities as community responders.  Volunteers are given many different training 
opportunities to continue to enhance their capabilities through collaborations from other entities.  
El Paso CERT members are active volunteers participating in many types of collaborative 
activities within the city/county of El Paso during non-emergency events as well.  CERT 
volunteers play an important part of building a disaster resilient community.  For more 
information on Ready El Paso or the CERT program contact Maria Zuloaga at 838-3261 or 
zuloagamz@elpasotexas.gov.  Next training opportunity is in April, 2014. 

http://newsuc.utep.edu/index.php/latest-news-2/1313-utep-s-project-move-jumps-on-centennial-bandwagon
http://newsuc.utep.edu/index.php/latest-news-2/1313-utep-s-project-move-jumps-on-centennial-bandwagon
mailto:zuloagamz@elpasotexas.gov
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Guest Column: 
Castner Range and the Franklin Mountains State Park by Dr. Richard V. Teschner 

(Honorary Member, CHNA; Board member, FMWC; founding 
member, 4C’s; donor, The Frontera Land Alliance):  We see it 
every single day, just across the US 54 Patriot Freeway—the 
beautiful 7,081-acre Castner Range, extending all the way to 
the Franklin Mountains State Park and encompassing a third of 
the mountains’ highest elevations.  But what do we know of the 
history of the Range? And what do we know about the folks 
who have long worked to keep it from being developed? 

Castner Range was established in 1926 as a U.S. Army training zone for live fire of field 
and air defense artillery.  Over the decades, unexploded ordnance accumulated both on the 
ground and beneath the soil of the Range.  By 1966 the city of El Paso had grown so close to 
Castner that the Army ceased live-fire training there.  Because of the presence of unexploded 
ordnance (UXO), the Range is officially closed to public entry.  You’re not supposed to hike out 
there! 

The Franklin Mountains used to be privately owned. 
On a hot day in July 1978 the owners began bulldozing 
North Franklin Peak to clear it for development, lowering 
the summit by eight feet in the process.  Other people 
noticed this.  The very next day, hundreds of El Pasoans 
started a movement to make a state park of the Franklins. 
Within a year the state of Texas had approved the park.  At 
the present time the Franklin Mountains State Park’s 37 
square miles makes it the Lower 48 state’s largest such 

venue surrounded by a city.  The organization created by those hundreds of El Pasoans is now 
the Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition www.iloveparks.com/fmwc/ (FMWC), whose Board 
of Directors finds ways to support and expand the state park.  Several members of that Board 
are also members of the 4C’s, the Castner Conservation Conveyance Committee; its goal is to 
conserve Castner Range.  Other members of the 4C’s belong to The Frontera Land Alliance 
www.fronteralandalliance.org/  El Paso’s only 501(c) 3 land trust organization, founded in 2004.  
Frontera is to El Paso what the Nature Conservancy is to the hundred countries around the 
world where it’s active: a group legally entitled to hold conservation easements (documents that 
preserve land in perpetuity) as well as purchase or receive land for conservation purposes.  So 
if the U.S. Department of Defense—through the U.S. Army and Fort Bliss, the owners of 
Castner Range—decided that Castner should be conserved, Frontera could hold the 
conservation easement.   

The “conservation conveyance” process, authorized by Congress in 2003, created a new 
means for conserving military lands.  It works like this: surplus military real estate can be 
conveyed to nonprofit organizations that exist (like Frontera) for the primary purpose of 
conserving natural resources.  A conservation conveyance would allow these four options for 
Castner Range: (1) it could be managed as a State Natural Area (SNA) and/or a Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA).  SNA status protects outstanding examples of native landscape, 
natural communities, etc., while WMA designation is used to conserve wildlife and the lands that 
support it; (2) it could be developed for passive recreation such as camping, hiking, biking and 
sightseeing; (3) sections of Castner could be cleaned up and transferred to the Franklin 
Mountains State Park and in the interim Fort Bliss could place the land under a Lease in 
Furtherance of Conveyance, so that all of Castner Range would eventually become a part of the 
State Park); (4) Castner could remain Fort Bliss property with no change to the Range’s status.  
This fourth option is known as “conservation by default.” It retains the status quo of no 
development but also affords no public access. 

 

http://www.iloveparks.com/fmwc/
http://www.fronteralandalliance.org/
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Media:  Please visit us on the Web and Like Us on Facebook. 

 http://www.castnerheights.org/ 

   https://www.facebook.com/CHNAelpaso 
  

 
Business and Selected Honorary Members: 
 

White Sands Federal Credit Union, 
4545 Hondo Pass, 915-834-2203,  
Fax: 915-834- 2222,  
Debbie Mendoza, Branch Manager,   
dmendoza@wsfcu.org, www.wsfcu.org  

  
LPL Financial, Freedom Financial Services,  
4717 Hondo Pass, Suite D,  
915-755-4180,  
Robert H Sweet, robert.sweet@lpl.com 

 
Flags Across America,  
PO Box 640112, 79904,  
915-751-8718,  
Jimmy K Melver, JKMelver@yahoo.com,  
www.ElPasoFlag.org  

      
State Farm 
James Cuilty, Agent 
5151 Fairbanks Dr., Suite D 
915-881-4956 

 
Western Tech 
9451 Diana Drive 
El Paso, TX 79924 
915-566-9621 
Mary Cano, Exec-VP/Campus Director 
mcano@westerntech.edu, www.westerntech.edu  

 
 
 
CHNA Mission.  To preserve and improve the quality of life within the Castner Heights Neighborhood by 
fostering strong relationships, respect for cultural diversity, and pride among the residents.  The Castner 
Heights Neighborhood Association (CHNA) shall provide an organized and unified voice to outside 
entities and empower the residents of Castner Heights to identify community needs and initiate positive 
change through community-based problem solving. 
 
CHNA Vision Statement.  We see CHNA as a community-based, resident driven forum resolved to 
respect ourselves and our neighborhood in order to sustain a clean, safe, friendly and secure 
environment for all our residents. 

 

http://www.castnerheights.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CHNAelpaso
mailto:dmendoza@wsfcu.org
http://www.wsfcu.org/
mailto:robert.sweet@lpl.com
mailto:JKMelver@yahoo.com
http://www.elpasoflag.org/
mailto:mcano@westerntech.edu
http://www.westerntech.edu/
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Hopefully, we’ll all get to enjoy our poppies again this 
spring; I’ve seen several already on my block. 
 

Regina R. (Gina) Meigel, Editor 
 


