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SAFETY TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
(AND BEYOND)

Courtesy of City Councilman Diego Bernal, District 1

Home: Secure it; don’t advertise you’re away.

Make sure that your answering machine says that you cannot

reach the phone, not that you’re away from home.

Have your mail delivered to a temporary P.O. Box if you are

going to be away for a long period.

Before traveling, stop newspaper/delivery services.

Keep lights on; give the appearance that someone is home.

Maintain your lawn and alley; it reduces the amount of cover a

potential burglar might use.

Make sure all doors and windows are locked before leaving the

house.

Invest in reliable locks and security systems.

Make a record of your valuables and keep it hidden and secure.

If you suspect someone is in your home, get out immediately

and go to a neighbor’s house. Call 9-1-1!

Car: Secure your vehicle, protect yourself.

Lock your car and roll up the windows.

If you are running errands and have valuables in your car, carry

them with you or hide them before reaching your next destina-

tion.

Keep all money, purses, wallets, valuables and electronics

(including chargers) out of plain view, even while parked in

front of your home or in the driveway.

Invest in anti-theft devices for your car.

Park in well-lit areas and as close to the front door as possible.

If you feel you are being followed, DO NOT GO HOME. Go

somewhere safe, as a gas station or other open business, a police

sub-station or fire station. CALL 9-1-1 immediately.

TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
AT NOV 26th MEETING

Albert Uresti, Bexar County Tax Assessor-Collector, or a repre-

sentative of his office, will be the featured speaker at our WLCA

meeting on November 26th. We have asked Mr. Uresti to tell us

about property taxes, how they are set, how much they can in-

crease, what types of relief are available, and the options for

making payments. In addition, the Tax Office has unveiled a

new Monthly Payment Plan that will benefit senior citizens, the

disabled, veterans, and ultimately, our children. Now, as we

prepare to send in our checks, is a good time to get this informa-

tion and to ask other questions that we might have.

The County Tax Assessor-Collector is one of two constitution-

ally mandated county-wide elected positions. They serve four

year terms and are elected by and are directly responsible to the

people. The State Constitution of 1845 originally set up an elec-

tive office of Assessor and Collector of Taxes. Many changes

have taken place in the last 168 years, leading to the current

responsibilities of County Tax Assessor-Collectors.

Mr. Uresti was elected in November of last year and is in his

first term. A native of San Antonio, he received his Bachelor’s

Degree in Occupational Education from Texas State University

and Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the Univer-

sity of Texas at San Antonio. While pursuing this education, he

was a member of the San Antonio Fire Department where he

rose to the rank of District Fire Chief. He has served as the City

Manager and Chief Executive Officer for various cities.

SPARK PARK

A new park is coming near our area at Cincinnati and Navidad.

It will be on land purchased and cleared by the City after the

1998 flood. The park is being made possible through the

SPARK program. The City will develop the park and Higgs

Carter King charter school, across the street, will maintain it.

During the day, it will serve as the school’s playground. After

hours it will be open to the public. District 1 Councilman Diego

Bernal was able to obtain the funding and to bring the necessary

parties together to make this new recreation facility a reality.
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WLCA Birthdays
November: flower - chrysanthemum; birthstone - topaz

Joe Alderete, Fred Ayers, Veronica Banda, Joe Barnard, Carol

Chincanchan, Beatriz Garcia, Marty Golando, Aleida Gomez,

Ted Guerra, JoAnn Hernandez, Norma Hernandez, Maureen

Jones, Richard Reyna, Cristina Bazaldua Salazar, Ester Soto,

Raul Vasquez

December: flower - narcissus; birthstone - turquoise

Kenneth Beanland, Jesse Castillo, Marie Cooper, Amelia De La

Garza, Servando De La Garza, Mary Alice Galvan, Diana Gary,

Paul Garza, Norma M. Gonzales, Eugene S. Herrera, Martha J.

Kwan, Lupe Peña, Clayton Smith, John Zadeh

Woodlawn Lake Community Association—Membership 2014

Name:___________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:______________________

Name:___________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:______________________

Address:__________________________________________________ Zip:______________________

Phone:_________________________________ E-mail:______________________________________

Membership type: ______Individual [$5.00 per year] ______Family/Household [$10.00 per year]

(please check) ______School, ______Non-Profit, or ______Business [each $10.00 per year]

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

CLIP
OR

COPY

NAMES, NATIVES, NICE
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

Last May, the San Antonio Linear Creekways became the How-

ard W. Peak Greenway Trails System. At a public hearing to

discuss the name change, I was the only person who spoke in

opposition. Although I find the linear creekway system to be a

remarkable achievement and I appreciate the contributions of

our former mayor in bringing the system about, I do not agree

with naming a City asset for a living person. Already in San

Antonio we have the Lila Cockrell Theatre, Phil Hardberger

Park, and more. The County has Paul Elizondo Tower and Nel-

son Wolff Stadium. Naming assets for a colleague can appear to

be cronyism or a quid pro quo or just premature. California had

the Richard Nixon Freeway. Then Watergate happened.

A change once proposed is difficult to turn down if the benefici-

ary is sitting in front of you. I prefer that renaming a City prop-

erty be a rare undertaking for only the most deserving and that it

be done only after that person has passed. Historic and geo-

graphic, rather than personal, names are also more descriptive

and memorable. A highly noted City landmark is not named for

its visionary, Robert Hugman; it is simply the Riverwalk.

TIME TO RENEW your WLCA membership for 2014. If your member information has not changed, just send your pay-
ment annotated “2014 dues.” If it has changed, please send the Form above with your dues to WLCA, P.O. Box 28374,
San Antonio TX 78228; or bring the Form and your dues to our next WLCA meeting. If the address page of this News-
letter shows that you have paid for 2014, or if you get an email saying that you have paid, disregard this reminder.

I had the opportunity to tour the native plants area of the San

Antonio Botanical Garden. Here plants native to the City and

the Hill Country are thriving. They are plentiful and attractive.

Invasive plants are kept out. The value, as I learned, is that ani-

mals and insects recognize and inhabit the plants of their heri-

tage. Thus, if we want to see more birds and butterflies, we

have to have more native plants. That is what is behind our de-

sire to have a native plants garden in our Park along the newly

widened Seeling Channel. WLCA is ready to contribute to this

effort. In 1998, we received a grant for an environmental pro-

ject. We have not used those funds. We will be asking for a

specific commitment at an upcoming meeting early next year.

Our July-August 2013 Newsletter mentioned the Coca-Cola

“Take It To the Park” contest. Woodlawn Lake Park was San

Antonio’s nominee for America’s Favorite Park. Although we

did not place among the top three vote getters (and money win-

ners), we did place number 12 and were included in the wildcard

prize drawing. Woodlawn Lake Park was the winner of that

$15,000 grant. We thank everyone who supported the Park by

getting active and voting.

WLCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Alejandro Soto………...…………………..485-6168

wlca@att.net

Vice President: Gerard Bustos………....….………….737-0998

Secretary: Ester Soto

Treasurer: Maria Luisa Reyna………...…….………..771-7174

Board Members:

Ashley Hernandez……………….………………..…...733-0839

Cathy Fernandez………………………………......…..607-7516

Marcy Gutierrez…………...…………..…………...….313-8296

Fred Ayers…...…………………………………..…....737-1228



AREA TROLLEY REVISITED

In 2005, WLCA proposed a neighborhood trolley that would connect Woodlawn Lake

with the Deco District on Fredericksburg Road. It would take a circular route and

would make stops at three area schools, The Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club, two

senior citizen apartment complexes, an H-E-B store, and the Deco Building. It would

intersect VIA bus lines on Woodlawn, Donaldson, and Fredericksburg to connect to

downtown, the Medical Center, and St. Mary’s University. And it would make stops

at the Park’s Gym, Almaguer Dance Studio, and the Island House area.

We presented a petition to the public during the Earth Day celebrations at Woodlawn

Lake Park in 2006 and 2007, and gathered 370 signatures. We also visited area

neighborhood associations to present the plan. Community support was strong. How-

ever, VIA was neither impressed nor supportive. It felt that the area was already well-

served with public transportation and that replica street cars should be confined to the

downtown area. It was also critical of the proposed circular route. We did little to

pursue the neighborhood trolley idea over the next few years.

With changes that have come and are coming to our area, this is the right time to again

look at and revise our plans, and perhaps pursue them anew. We originally proposed a

north-south route. Because of the new BRT service on Fredericksburg Road, we have

modified this route. We now also see a need for a second line running east-west that

would intersect with the first line. The coming of new retail shopping at the Bandera

and W. Woodlawn crossing, coupled with the loss of the Cincinnati bus a few years

ago, makes a case for a trolley to serve this area. It would have stops at the Park, Little

Flower, St. Mary’s University, and the new retail shopping. (See Proposed Trolley

Routes below).

To compliment our older communities, we envision the area trolley as replica street

cars. These are rubber tire buses with a retro look. Regular buses could be used to get

the system started and to hold down initial expenses. We do feel that the retro buses

will encourage ridership and will not be a visual burden on our neighborhood streets.

Although VIA has said that replica street cars should be confined to downtown, retro

buses could be attractive additions to many of the City’s historic districts.

We see these plans as a way to unite our neighborhoods, give character to our historic

areas, and connect our area landmarks and our schools. They would provide alterna-

tives to the automobile for local trips, support local shopping, and provide a means to

reach new rapid transit lines on our major thoroughfares. Our local projects could

serve as models for other parts of the City and give a new focus to locally oriented

public transportation. Please give us your thoughts as we move forward.

Next Meeting: Nov. 26th, 7 pm
Salvation Army Peacock Center

2810 W. Ashby, Bldg 2

Following Meeting: Jan. 28, 2014

PARTY CANCELLED

WLCA will not hold a Christmas party

this year. The Board made this decision

after indicators showed that we would not

have a sufficient number of volunteers or

attendees to make the party successful.

Past years’ experiences have shown that

members face scheduling conflicts during

this busy time of the year. We hope to,

instead, have a membership social some-

time in the spring. We extend our holiday

greetings and best wishes for the new

year to our members and their families.

SIDEWALK UPKEEP

Property owners are responsible for the

maintenance of sidewalks, curbs, and

driveways. The sidewalks in front of

your home are an extension of your front

yard and should be maintained. Side-

walks should be accessible to all your

neighbors and fellow community mem-

bers. To make your sidewalk useable for

all, be sure to keep sidewalks free from

any obstructions such as mailboxes, bas-

ketball hoops, parked cars, trash cans,

shrubbery, and fences. Keep all trees,

shrubs, and grass on the premises well

trimmed so that they will not overhang

the sidewalks and interfere with the pe-

destrian path. Failure to keep sidewalks

clear may result in a fine up to $500.00

(Municipal Code Sections 29-11, 6-1, &

1-5). For additional information, you can

call the San Antonio Customer Service

Department at 311 (or 207-6000) or visit

municode.com for the ordinance.

DISTRICT 7 PARTY

Councilman Cris Medina invites all resi-

dents to the District 7 Excellence in Lead-

ership Holiday Banquet on Thursday,

December 5th, 6:30 - 9 pm, at St. Luke’s

Catholic Parish Hall, 4603 Manitou

Drive. The Council Office will be giving

more information.

PROPOSED TROLLEY ROUTES
(from article above)

North-South: Clockwise starting north on Kampmann, R at Quentin, R at Lake Blvd,

L at Mary Louise, R at Fredericksburg Road (HEB & BRT stop), R at Norris (Deco

Bldg), R at Gramercy, L at Elmendorf, south to Cincinnati / S. Josephine Tobin,

around the Park to W. Woodlawn (over new vehicle bridge), and L to Kampmann.

East-West: Clockwise east from the Gym on Cincinnati, R at Calaveras, R at Ken-

tucky, R at Zarzamora (Little Flower), L at Waverly, R at Bandera, L at Cincinnati, R

at Camino Santa Maria (St. Mary’s University), R at W. Woodlawn, L at Dumas, R at

Embassy, north across Bandera (traffic light coming), R into the Walmart parking area

and onto to Huisache, R at Germania, L at Cincinnati, and east along S. Josephine

Tobin and Cincinnati (connect with N-S line).



Holiday Activities in the City
(Some events require an admission fee or donation)

Nov 23: Light the Way, Univ. of the Incarnate Word, 7:30pm

Nov 23: Hecho a Mano Tienda Grand Opening, Guadalupe

Cultural Arts Center, 6-10pm

Nov 29: Tree Lighting Ceremony, 6pm, Alamo Plaza; River

Parade & Lighting Ceremony, 7-10 pm, Riverwalk

Nov 30: La Gran Tamalada, 10am-6pm, La Villita Maverick Pl

Nov 30: Holly Daze on the Riverwalk, Arneson River Theatre,

1-5pm

Dec 1: Chanukah on the River, 12n-5pm, Arneson

Dec 4-22: Riverwalk Boat Caroling, 6-9pm

Dec 6-7: SARA Museum Reach River of Lights, 6-8pm, Pearl

Dec 6, 13, 20: Travis Park Holiday Market, 11am-2pm

Dec 6-22: Fiesta de las Luminarias; Fri, Sat, & Sun 7-10pm,

Riverwalk

Dec 7: Tamales! Holiday Festival, 12n - 6pm, Pearl Brewery

Dec 13: Holly Daze Rock! 7-9:30pm, La Villita Maverick Pl

Dec 13-15: Arts & Crafts Show, 5pm, Riverwalk

Dec 14: Blessing of the Animals, 12n - 6pm, Market Square

Dec 31: Celebrate San Antonio, New Year’s Eve celebration,

6pm, Hemisfair

P.O. Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

Woodlawn Lake
Community Associat ion

BOND-FUNDED REHABS PLANNED
FOR 3 NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

The 2012-2017 City Bond provides money to re-do three streets

in the WLCA area. These are W. Huisache from Zarzamora to

Kampmann, W. Magnolia from Zarzamora to Lake Blvd, and

W. Mistletoe from Zarzamora to San Antonio Ave. Design

work will be completed next spring and work will then begin.

The City’s Capital Improvement Management Services (CIMS)

revealed and discussed the scope of the project at a public meet-

ing on November 12th.

Each of the streets will get new pavement, curbs and sidewalks,

and driveway approaches. Where the service is along the street

(not the alley), SAWS will replace the water and sanitary sewer

lines. Retaining walls will be placed as needed. Historic fea-

tures will be preserved, including the street turnouts and the rock

walls along Lake Blvd. Trees will also be protected. Existing

speed humps will be replaced, but no new ones will be added.

The work will be sequenced so that no two streets are closed at

the same time. While work is being done on a street, residents

will not be able to park in the street, but will have access to their

driveways. Residents with special needs are asked to notify the

Capital Projects Officer, Peter Rodriguez, by email at pe-

ter.rodriguez@sanantonio.gov, or by telephone at 207-8154 .


