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Chuy Ma Becomes HOA President.  The HOA Board, in a unanimous decision at its May 24th monthly meeting, elected Chuy Ma as President.  Mr. Ma first joined the Board of Directors in February 1998.  He is a computer specialist, and besides his computer skills, Mr. Ma brings another valuable skill to the HOA Board.  He speaks at least three languages, including Spanish and Chinese.  Another of his interests is world history.  He recently married Lei Yue Ying, who was also at the May 24th meeting.           

Annual Meeting Held April 21st.  The Annual Meeting was held April 21st.  The main item of business was Election of Three Board Members.  There was a lot of Board member turnover during the preceding twelve months, because long-time Board members Albert Leggs and Beverly Powers resigned.  Gabe Schmera had been appointed to the Board in July 2000, and he was one of the candidates for election in this Annual Meeting.  The other candidates were current Treasurer, Dan Divine, and Sylvia Lang, who owns a condo in the B-Building.  All three candidates were then elected to the Board by a MOTION.  The terms of office of Chuy Ma and Bert Donaldson continued.        
   Garden Window Repair was the only other topic on the agenda.  There has been a growing concern over loosening garden windows.  Various visual inspections of the windows have been done, finding varying numbers of windows noticeably sagging away from the building, two as much as one inch.  Most are on the third floor facing downtown.  The sag seems to be due to a deteriorating window frame, as opposed to window damage itself.  An owners' survey questionnaire (sent with bills & minutes around March 26th) was reviewed.  Only 23 questionnaires (out of a total of 84 sent out, one for each condo) were returned!  15 checked, "Applicable owners should pay for reattachment", while seven checked, "HOA should pay for reattachment", and one checked neither.  After a long discussion, a MOTION was made (and passed unopposed) to notify the three owners with sagging boards on the bottom of their windows to fix those, and proceed with attaching one or two windows to the interior frame to see if that solves the sagging problem. 
Beverly Powers Resigned.  After serving as HOA President since May 2000, and after serving as Vice President for most of the 90's, Beverly Powers resigned as of February 28th.  Ms. Powers moved here in 1982, and had been on the Board since 1989.  She resigned because she was selling her very pretty condo.  

The Millenium Flood occurred in Villa Marbella's "B Building" (3142 Midway Drive) on Friday May 4th.  Repairs were in progress on a toilet valve in B-311 when the valve broke off the wall, shooting an estimated 2000 gallons of water onto the floor before a main valve could be shut off about an hour later.  Several condos and common area walls and carpets were damaged.  State Farm Insurance will pay for several thousands of dollars of repairs.  The owner is responsible for the insurance deductible and some carpet work.  Lesson Learned (as if you didn't know):  Always have the supply water shut off before you attempt a plumbing repair.  

Sympathy and Sadness.  Bunnie Dolan, a very friendly  retiree who rented a condo in the B Bldg, and who was frequently in attendance at HOA Board meetings since September 1994, passed away suddenly in early May.  She had reported circulatory problems.  Ms. Dolan had provided the HOA Board with much sound advice and suggestions over the years.  She was also active in several community organizations.

Upcoming Meetings.   All owners and residents are invited to HOA meetings.  Upcoming meetings are (tentatively):  Thursday June 14th,  Thursday July 12th,  and Thursday August 16th , all at 7pm.

Condo Sale Price Marks a New High.  Latest word is that a recent sales price peak of just over $140K (for Beverly Powers' former condo) may be our temporary high water mark.  One or two recent inquiries to real estate agents have resulted in advice to prospective sellers to list their condos in the $120K-$130K range.  Rental prices also seem to have stabilized in the vicinity of $1000 per month.

20 Years Ago - May 1981:  Initial condo sales campaign underway.  First owners moved in.          
15 Years Ago - May 1986:  Jim Hamilton was President.  Peter Haas of Strom Management was the property manager.  The Annual Meeting was held May 18th after a postponement due to lack of quorum on the original date.  Jim Mann joined the Board as Secretary.  Jim Redfield began his first term on the Board (his second began in 1996).  Siding and trim were repainted (in February).  Monthly dues were $91.  Bank balance: $31.7K.   2 BR condo prices:  $70K-$75K.

10 Years Ago ‑ May 1991:  Albert Leggs was elected to the Board and named HOA President in April.  Raneri & Long was selected to re-roof the buildings, which they did in June & July for $45K with a 10-year warranty.  The HOA in a very unusual move took possession of B-308 for a few months after a foreclosure, renting it out for $595 a month.   Monthly dues: $126.  Bank balance: $162K.   2BR condo prices:  $75K to $85K.
5 Years Ago ‑ May 1996:  The Board began efforts to revise ventilation in hot 3rd floor halls in the summer.  (Note: The northeast hall in B-Bldg 3rd floor is still the only improved section - air is pulled out of the hall by B304.)  The Board adopted "Move In/Move Out Instructions". Dues:  $120 per month.  Bank balance was $101K.  2BR condo prices were listed from $60K to $75K. 
1 Year Ago ‑ May 2000:   Beverly Powers replaced Albert Leggs as HOA President.  Mr. Leggs resigned from the Board in June, and Gabe Schmera was appointed to the Board in July.  Final preparations were being done prior to the July fumigation.  Monthly dues: $143/month.   Bank balance: $127K.  2BR condo prices:  in the mid $90K's 

May 1, 2001:  Bank balance: $117K.      2 BR condo prices stabilizing in the $120K-$130K range, with one recent sale at just over $140K.  Rental prices are about $1000 per month.   
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