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COMMUNITY MEETING

Wednesday, Sept 18, 2013, 6:00 PM - Birchwood Recreation Center 

Speakers:  Prince George’s  County Officials from the Transforming Neighborhoods Initiative Team. (TNI)
Representatives from many county departments will be discussing various topics.  They are working to focus on uplifting the quality of life in neighborhoods in the areas of public safety, economics, health, and education. Please come out and obtain information and tell them about any concerns you have.

________________________________________

MESSAGE FROM BCCA LEADERS

How the Health Care Law Helps Our Birchwood Community

BCCA leaders would like to encourage anyone without insurance to enroll in the Health Insurance Marketplace.   Keeping strong and healthy individuals will help in having a healthy community.  Going without health care and health insurance can be a challenge--being uninsured means having to worry about getting sick.  The Affordable Care Act ensures that more people in our communities will receive the health care they need.  This law will help millions of uninsured folks get health insurance.

They call it the “marketplace” because consumers can compare insurance options based on price, benefits, providers, quality, and other factors.  Consumers can have a clear picture of premiums and cost-sharing amount. This information helps them choose the best insurance that will fit them.

Here are some key dates and information to remember:

· Enrollment begins October 1, 2013 and ends March 31, 2014.

· Coverage begins as early as January 1, 2014.

· Enroll at www.HealthCare.gov or by calling 1-800-318-2596 starting in October.  Take a tour of the webpage to get answers to your questions.

· Learn more about our state (Maryland), visit https://www.healthcare.gov/what-is-the-marketplace-in-my-state/.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

President for the Community Association

The Board of the Community Association is accepting nominations for a President for Birchwood/Clearview Community Association (BCCA). Please submit names to saphire09@comcast.net. 

Volunteers are also needed to serve as: 

1. Secretary for the Association--to take and maintain minutes of Board and community BCCA meetings. 

2. Chairperson for the Membership Committee--to establish and oversee plans to encourage residents to join BCCA annually, and to maintain membership records.

3. Volunteers to work on the Publicity Committee to help organize and deliver the newsletter (which now will only be delivered every 3 months or on an as needed basis)  Please call Lucy Hall on 240-538-6170 or email luchal@msn.com.

THANK YOU
Thank You to the Picot Family for keeping the entrance to our community clean and the grass cut and trimmed. They keep it looking first-rate.  Their work benefits the whole community.  We invite and encourage other families to volunteer their service and help them.

Thank You to the Beautification Committee (Barbara Brown and Betty Woods) for planting the lovely flowering trees at the entrance to our community.

Thank You to the residents for keeping your property maintained and looking good.  All of this contributes to the upkeep of a community.

Thank you to two new volunteers (J. Saunders and M. Merrill) for volunteering to serve on the Publicity Committee to help with the BCCA News.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activities for the 50 Anniversary of the March on Washington took place on the National Mall in Washington, DC August 24th and August 28, 2013.  Much Enthusiasm and Much Inspiration for the entire country!

BCCA eAlert Report:!  NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

NEIGHBORS … Thanks for keeping the lights on and looking out for one another.  One additional thing we need to do is work closer with our police in the 4th District and our Park Police to increase their efforts in our community, including at the park and Valley View Elementary School.  If policing goes slack, we are left vulnerable.  Among the elements creeping into our lovely community are home break-ins, vehicles broken into and stolen out of our driveways, and some reports of street, park and school-ground drug dealings.

So what do we do to prevent criminal activities in our community?  We must put complacency aside.  We must stand up and walk together letting our voices be heard to roar in demand of our rights to our elected representatives and officials that in every way Our Supportive Tax Dollars Must/Need To Work For And Not Against Us!  As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr said:  “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  If we don’t take our rightful place and use what we have to play active roles in our own community, who will do it for us?  The answer is:  No One!  It is those that stand together who, not only survive, they thrive.  So do what you got to do.  Come together right now!  SEE YOU AT THE MEETING!    Note:  If you see any suspicion activities, please call 911.

__________________________________________________________________
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CLICK 311

Prince Georges County's 311 centralized call center responds to residents' requests for county services.  Residents can place complaints or request services such as bulk trash pickup, high grass and weeds, animal issues, property records, building permits, and much, much more. Just dial 311 or visit website:  http://countyclick.princegeorgescountymd.gov.

Maryland Southern Regional Technology and Recreation Complex is now opened.  It offers recreational and technical activities for all ages.  It includes two large gyms, an inside walking area, exercise equipment and sports, health and wellness classes and computer training. Some FREE activities for senior citizens. Please visit:
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7007 Bock Road, Fort Washington, MD 20744  - 301-749-4160,
Hours of operation

Monday-Thursday: 6 am-10 pm –

Friday: 6 am-10 pm; Xtreme Teens: 7-10 pm
Saturday: 8 am-10 pm; Xtreme Teens: 7-10 pm 
Sunday: 10 am-6 pm
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Community Association Membership:  THIS IS A NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR FOR JOINING THE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION.  PLEASE JOIN YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FOR:
September 2013 thru August 2014. Membership dues--$20 for each household--are now due for the new year. Membership dues help our community by:  providing family activities, distributing important information to the residents, contributing to the upkeep of our community by the Association’s contacting and requesting government officials to take actions that benefit the community. 

PLEASE USE THE MEMBERSHIP FORM BELOW AND THE ATTACHED ENVELOPE WITH THE RETURN ADDRESS AND JOIN THE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DETACHABLE MEMBERSHIP FORM
NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR (Sept 2013 to Aug 2014).  Please join the BCCA by completing this form and enclosing your annual membership fee of $20.00 per household for the year 2013-2014.  Make your check or money order payable to BCCA and use the attached envelope to mail to P.O. Box 7, Oxon Hill, MD. 20745-0007, and include the following information:

DATE_________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENT’S NAME (s) ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number________________________E-mail_______________________________________________

Membership Dues$_________ ,Donation for Scholarship$________ ;General Donation $_____________

Please check which committee/area you would like to help. Any amount of time is valuable.

	____Membership
	____Public Affairs
	____Ways & Means
	____Recreation/Parks & Planning

	____Legislation
	____Beautification
	____Community Service
	____Education/Scholarship

	____Hospitality
	____Technology
	____Publicity/Newsletter
	____Sponsored Activities

	____Neighborhood Watch Program                           _____Youth Activities                     




Printing by Harris Printing Service at 5610 Galloway Drive, Oxon Hill, MD 20745. Mr. Harris has President Obama’s Historical Photo Albums available.  Please call 301-567-1929. 
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