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 June 2013

Annual Meeting 
Highlights
by Dianne Fair
 
The annual meeting was held on March 25, 2013. We 
were privileged to have Representative Joe Miro 
attend. Rep. Miro provided valuable assistance on 
several issues affecting Stenning Woods.

 
Financial Report
The 2012 budget was 
reviewed.  The year 
closed with $23,290.00 
in expenses, which was  
$2,120.89 under 
budget. This was 

primarily due to low snowfall last year. 
 
Artesian
Residents expressed concern over Artesian’s 
maintenance of the water tower property and their 
plan to replace existing cell phone towers with more 
powerful ones.  As a result of the discussion, Rep. 
Miro set up a meeting with Artesian and interested 
residents.  See page 5 for more details.
 
Crime Watch
The Northwest Delaware Crime Watch Network is a 
multi-community crime watch program that serves as 
an extension of the New Castle County Police to 
provide reporting of illegal and suspicious activity. 
Contacts from nearby developments share information 
in order to identify trends, determine areas of risk, and 
prevent crime. Dianne Fair and Jeff Sepp are our 
contacts. Please notify them of any crime or 
suspicious activity you observe in the neighborhood. 
 

Solicitation
Residents expressed concern over unwanted door-to-
door solicitors. Representative Miro informed us that 
although the “No Solicitation” sign at the entrance 
may deter some solicitors, it is not enforceable by law. 
Solicitors are permitted to sell door-to-door unless 
you have a sign on your individual property. Solicitors 
are required to carry a photo badge, indicating they 
obtained a permit. You may deter some solicitors who 
did not get the required permit by asking to see their 
photo identification. If they do not have one, you are 
encouraged to call the authorities.
 
Road Paving and Stop Sign Proposal
The board has requested DelDOT complete a field 
study of the intersection of Stenning and Letitia 
Drives to determine if a stop sign would improve 
safety. This would create a 3-way stop at that 
intersection.
 
Representative Miro stated that our roads would be 
eligible for repaving only if DelDOT detects 
significant deterioration of the core pavement.      

Maintenance Dues    by Chip Fody

We have a significant number of residents 
past due on their annual dues.  When paid 
with the rebate, our annual dues are one of 
the lowest in the Greater Hockessin area and 
we would like to maintain this advantage.  
Please check your records to be sure you 
have paid your dues. If you have any 
questions, I can be reached at 234-4553 or 
via email at chipfody@aol.com.
 

  

Stenning Woods Words

by Chris 
Davidson
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Stenning Woods Saves $123,064

By fulfilling the New Castle County Stormwater Management Amnesty Program requirements, the SW 
board members saved neighbors the cost of repairing the stormwater pond on Stenning Drive!  The 
project costs were covered under the New Castle County Stormwater Management Program. 
Because the board arranged for repairing the routine, “minor” maintenance and fixed deficiencies noted 
on the annual inspection report, New Castle County performed the “major” repairs. Engineering cost:  
$24,200.  Construction cost:  $98,845.64.  Total costs covered by New Castle County:  $123,045.64.  
Thank you SWMC Board!
   ________________________________________________________

Finance Update  by Chris Davidson
 
The overall health of the maintenance corporation is still on track. Bob Tully, our neighbor on 
Cheyney Court, has graciously offered to audit our finances.  As a result of the annual meeting, 
Chris is researching higher interest rates for our reserve funds, and investigating using NextGen 
Era for electricity.   Our reserves are in line with other area communities:

Hockessin Hunt vs. Stenning Woods

•128 Homes  vs. 188 Homes 

•9 Cul de Sac's  vs. 10 

•~1.5 Miles of road vs. ~2 Miles 

•$34k-$38k reserve vs. $39k (snow plowing, open space maintenance, stormwater contingencies)
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 Maintenance Committee Update by Jeff Sepp

Our contractor, Blue Sky Landscaping, passes along the following notes:
• The turf building program in the front common space area was very 
productive this spring due to the nice spring season.
• Weed prevention measures will continue on all areas that are visible from the 
street.
• Some residents are depositing grass clippings in areas that need to be mowed.  
Please dispose of your yard waste in inconspicuous areas of your own property, 
have it collected by a yard waste collection service, or drop it off at the County 
collection site on Polly Drummond Hill Road. 
• More maintenance work is scheduled for the front of the neighborhood.  The 
space on both sides of the entrance will receive more attention.  Plans include 
reducing the weeds that currently grow wild in this area.

Maintenance Committee Plans:

•Both the grass cutting and snow removal contracts are up for renewal.  The 
maintenance committee will be accepting bids from contractors.  We usually 
bid this work out for 2 or 3 years.  If you would like to recommend a 
contractor to do the grass cutting and / or snow removal, please have them 
contact Jeff Sepp at 302-239-3609.  
•I am soliciting your ideas on what common space areas need more attention 
and those that need less.  Neighbors who would like to adopt some of the 
common space that is adjacent to their property are welcome to help us reduce 
the cost of maintaining open space.  
• Two white pine trees will be planted adjacent to the north detention pond.
•This fall we will evaluate the wooded common space which borders the houses 
along Stenning Drive and the cul de sacs which back up to this area.  Several 
residents have asked for some maintenance work to address the amount of 
dead wood that has accumulated in this area.  This common space is meant to 
be wooded and natural.  Ideas are welcome.
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Architectural Review   by Lynne Gunter

Stenning Woods’ Deed Restrictions state that any change to the façade of your home must 
be approved by the Architectural Review Committee. These changes include but are not 
limited to:  decks, pools, roof, fencing, landscape design as well as new doors, windows, 
walkways and color changes. Please supply two copies of your plans and your building 
permit to our Architectural Review Committee, Lynne Gunter or Bob Tully.  No construction 
can begin until approval is given by the Architectural Committee, which will respond within 
30 days of receipt of the request. 
 
If you do not have a copy, the community Deed Restrictions and By-Laws can be 
downloaded at: http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/hockessin/stenningwoods/news.html .
 
In addition, the New Castle County Property Maintenance Violations can be viewed at:  
http://www2.nccde.org/landuse/CodeViolations/PropertyMaintenanceViolations/default.aspx
The county can be contacted at any time by a resident with a concern on a code violation 
relating to property maintenance.  If the county feels it is warranted they will investigate, 
advise and possibly fine the resident.   

 
If you feel a neighbor is in violation, you may send a letter/email to the board.  The board 
reviews all complaints. If the complaint is valid, a  letter will be sent to the neighbor in 
violation. It is not the job of the board to police the neighborhood looking for violations. It is 
the responsibility of all 188 households to maintain our neighborhood standards.  
Every effort will be made to promptly address any issues received by the SWMC.
 

Here are the most common deed restriction complaints and questions:

TRASH- Please keep trash cans inside your garage except for the scheduled pick up 
day.  This is the most violated deed restriction. 

COLORS- All exterior colors shall be in the group of colors known as earth tones.  Any 
color change must be approved by the ARC.

YARDS- No statues, sculptures, birdbaths, painted trees, replicas of animals are 
permitted if they can been seen from the street without permission of the Architectural 
Committee.  
 
VEHICLES- No trailer, camper, tent, or structure of temporary nature shall be used at 
any time as a residence on any lot. No trailer, camper, boat, truck, commercial or unused 
vehicle shall be permitted at any time.
 
PET WASTE- Please pick up your pet waste EVEN in the open space.  It’s not just being 
a good neighbor to clean up after your pet, it is the law.

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/hockessin/stenningwoods/news.html
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/hockessin/stenningwoods/news.html
http://www2.nccde.org/landuse/CodeViolations/PropertyMaintenanceViolations/default.aspx
http://www2.nccde.org/landuse/CodeViolations/PropertyMaintenanceViolations/default.aspx
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Crime Watch Update

Typically, there is an increase in vandalism and crime when the weather gets warmer. A few 
residents within Stenning Woods have been victims of burglaries in the past year.
  
New Castle County Police offer the following information and tips:
 

• Most burglaries occurs between the hours of 10am – 3pm
• Close your garage doors – Even when you are home or working in the yard
• Lock your vehicles – in addition to stealing items from your vehicle, criminals can enter 

your house by using the remote garage door opener
• Lock your house – even when you are working in the yard
• When you are away, use timers to activate lights and radios at varying schedules across 

multiple timers
• Do NOT leave a message on your answering machine or email indicating you are away
• If possible, try to alter your routine from day to day so it is difficult to recognize a consistent 

pattern
•  Install motion activated outside lights
•  Report any suspicious activity to the police

 

AT&T Cellular Towers by Jeff Sepp

A group of concerned residents met with representatives of Artesian Water, State 
Representative Joe Miro, and Council Person Janet Kirkpatrick on May 13th.  
Artesian Water spoke about their business arrangement with AT&T concerning the 
leasing of wireless cellular towers to transmit their signal.

o   Artesian will give the sub-division a contact person from 
AT&T.  We will initiate discussions with AT&T and give them the 
opportunity to discuss their cellular transmitters and the safety 
of this equipment.
o   Artesian will more thoroughly review the comings and goings 
of their various contractors.
o   Artesian will review the current maintenance plans for their 
property within the sub-division.
o   We will report discussions on these topics through this 

newsletter.  Anyone wanting to participate in these discussions is invited to 
let me know.
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Notes from SWMC President Jeff Sepp

Thanks to everyone who attended our annual meeting on March 25th at the Hockessin Library.  
My thanks also to my fellow Board members and consultants to the Board.  Your volunteer 
efforts are truly appreciated. 

The Board of Directors of the Maintenance Association continues to serve the best 
interests of the sub-division.  You can help us do this by:
•  Paying your dues.  A growing number of neighbors are delinquent.  Chip has done a 

super job in managing this function, but needs everyone’s cooperation.
•  Submitting renovation plans for the Architectural Committee to review. We are a 

deed restricted community.  Lynne Gunter does her best to maintain the spirit of these 
restrictions.  These deed restrictions are meant to help ensure our home values. 

•  Getting involved!  We are looking for neighbors to volunteer their time.  The pay is 
terrible, but everyone’s talent makes Stenning Woods a great place to live!

Board of Directors 
President: Jeff Sepp

jwsepp@gmail.c
om
239-3609

 

 Deed 
Restrictions/
Architectural 
Review:

Lynne Gunter  
gunter10s@aol.com
234-1434
Bob Tully, Committee 
Member
rtully@comcast.net
234-9097
 

Vice 
President:

Chris Davidson
davidsoncd@gm
ail.com
235-1770
 

 Billing 
Coordinator:

Chip Fody
chipfody@aol.com
234-4553
 

Treasurer: Chris Davidson
davidsoncd@gm
ail.com
235-1770
 

 Maintenance Jeff Sepp
jwsepp@gmail.com
239-3609
 

Secretary: Dianne Fair
Fairs2@verizon.
net
234-2889
 

 Social 
Committee:

Nicole Murphy
Nicoleymurphy@comcast.n
et
239-9648
 


