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WATER RATES, RESTRICTIONS,
CONSERVATION MARCH 26th

Our March 26th meeting will feature Chad Cosper, Conserva-

tion Planner with the San Antonio Water System (SAWS). He

administers the programs in the SAWS Conservation Depart-

ment that are designed to provide plumbing repair services to

home owners in San Antonio. The programs include Plumbers

to People and Conservation Makeover, which were created to

assist home owners with repairs to stop leaks and cut down high

water bills and water waste. The plumbing assistance also in-

cludes the replacement of older high flow commodes with

SAWS’s water saving commodes and low flow showerheads

and aerators. In addition to water conservation, we will hear

about the new water rates and about water use restrictions.

Mr. Cosper has been at his position with SAWS since May

2012. He graduated from Appalachian State University, North

Carolina, in 1998 with a degree in anthropology. Before coming

to SAWS, he worked eight years for the Tualatin Valley Water

District, Oregon, in the customer service and field operations

departments.

SAWS is a public utility owned by the City of San Antonio. It

came into being on May 19, 1992, through the consolidation of

the City Water Board (city-owned water supply utility); the City

Wastewater Department (city department responsible for sewage

collection and treatment); and the Alamo Water Conservation

and Reuse District (independent city agency created to develop a

system for reuse of the city’s treated wastewater). SAWS is also

responsible for complying with federal permit requirements for

treatment of the City’s storm water runoff and for protecting the

purity of the City’s water supply coming from the Edwards Aq-

uifer. It owns and runs as a separate utility the centralized heat-

ing and cooling system for the buildings in and around

HemisFair Park. In 2011, voters approved the merging of the

Bexar County Metropolitan Water District into SAWS.

CODE ENFORCEMENT TOPIC AT
APRIL 30th MEETING

Michael Uresti, City Code Enforcement Officer, will address

our meeting April 30th. He is one of 73 City Code Enforcement

Officers assigned to seven Field Enforcement Units. Each Unit

provides inspections and enforcement services across the City,

responding to complaints received from citizens, the City’s 311

system, and on a proactive basis.

Mr. Uresti has served at his current position for the past six

years. A graduate of McCollum High School, he earned a

bachelor of science degree in geography from Texas A&M in

2005, and received a juris doctorate degree from St. Mary’s Uni-

versity School of Law in 2012. He is currently taking the lead

in the Northwest Sector with Code Enforcement to help with the

St. Mary’s Revitalization effort.

We will hear about common city code violations, code provi-

sions of which we might not be aware, the process for making a

complaint, and the manner in how a complaint is processed. We

will have the opportunity to ask about problems that seem to

recur or fester in our community. We will also hear about recent

changes in the scope of City code enforcement.

Code Enforcement is a section of the City’s Development Ser-

vices Department. The department is responsible for promoting

the health, safety, and quality of life of the citizens of the City

through regulation of land and building development and

through enforcement of property maintenance and quality of life

related codes. Code Enforcement deals with additional issues as

Dangerous Premises, Graffiti, and Damage Assessment. A new

unit, the Neighborhood Assessment Team (NET), coordinates

code investigations and special projects with emphasis on highly

travelled areas throughout the City’s main district corridors and

inner city reinvestment areas.

Smoke-Free Parks - see page 2

Earth Day...WLCA Iffy - see page 3

Flood Projects Report - see page 4



ON THE HORIZON

Easter. Volunteers are needed to help with recycling outreach

during the Easter weekend. They will hand out trash bags, recy-

cle bags, freebies, and some “how to recycle” information to

campers and picnickers at the Park. Shifts will be Friday (3-29)

& Saturday (3-30) 10am-1pm & 1pm-4pm, and Sunday (Easter

3-31) 9am-12N. Let us know if you can help.

Clean Up. Basura Bash was on February 23rd. Woodlawn

Lake Park was not included in this year’s clean up of the City’s

waterways. Board member Ashley Hernandez was tributary

leader at Alazan Creek in District 1 and reports a large turnout.

WLCA will sponsor a clean up of our Park later this spring.

Pool. The Woodlawn Lake Swimming Pool opened for Spring

Break. It will open again from May 4th to June 13th. Open

swim will be on Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday, 4-7 pm, and

Saturday 1-7 pm. Lap swim will be on Tuesday, Wednesday, &

Thursday, 7:30-9:30 am. Regular pool season begins June 15th.

Retail. La Fiesta Grocery, 919 Bandera, has been sold. A

Dallas based company is investing 4 million dollars to redevelop

the site. Across the street, demolition and rebuilding of the

shopping center for a new Walmart is moving forward.

Grads. If you or a member of your family is graduating or

receiving a degree this year, please let WLCA know. Tell us

who it is, the accomplishment and where it is being received,

and the honoree’s next step (school, job). We will recognize the

graduate in our next newsletter.

WLCA Birthdays
March: flower - jonquil; birthstone - aquamarine

Olivia Arriaga, Matthew Boerger, Eusebio Castillo, Tom Crane,

Mark Cooper, Bertha Diaz, Miguel Falcon, Manuel Felan, Mary

Garcia, Gilbert Gonzales, Richard Holgin, Barbara Kelley,

Diana Moffett, Vivian Olmos, Kade Overmiller, William

Phalen, Yolanda Santos, Tim Tucker, Deborah Vasquez

April: flower - sweat pea; birthstone - diamond

Alice Almaraz, Rachel Baugh, Ines Benavides, Jesse Galvan,

Humberto Guerra, Isabel Herrera, Gina Johnson, Nes Sayag,

Mary Lou Reyna

WLCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President: Alejandro Soto…………………………….485-6168

wlca@att.net

Vice President: Gerard Bustos…………………….….737-0998

Secretary: Ester Soto

Treasurer: Maria Luisa Reyna………………...……...771-7174

Board Members:

Ashley Hernandez……………………………………..733-0839

Cathy Fernandez……………………………...……….607-7516

Marcy Gutierrez……………………..…………..…….313-8296

Fred Ayers………………………………………...…...737-1228

PARK POLLUTION PROBLEM
Alejandro Soto, WLCA President

There is a pollution problem at our Park and it’s called ciga-

rettes. They pollute the air, the grounds and water, and the

peace of nonsmokers. In 2010, then District 7 City Councilman

Justin Rodriguez proposed a no smoking ordinance that would

include outdoor public spaces as well as indoor spaces. To gain

approval of a majority of the Council, our parks and the River-

walk were removed from the ordinance. The final law did ban

smoking in pavilions and playgrounds within City parks.

New York City recently made all of its parks, beaches, and pe-

destrian plazas smoke-free. There is a move nationally towards

smoke-free public areas. Backing this movement is the recogni-

tion that secondhand smoke is harmful to everyone and that it

exists outdoors as well as indoors; that cigarette litter is costly,

both in dollars and in environmental and safety hazards; and that

smoking presents an unhealthy model to children.

San Antonio finds itself falling behind in this concern. When

smoke-free parks was discussed by the Parks and Recreation

Board, on which I serve, the views expressed were disturbing.

Some views were that outdoor second hand smoke is not an is-

sue, that we can merely walk around offensive smoke, that ciga-

rette litter should not justify a smoking ban, and that smoking

qualifies as recreation. This came from citizens charged with

advising City Council on ways to enhance our park experience.

Smoking is not recreation and it interferes with others’ recrea-

tion. While the main purpose of our City’s smoking ban was

health, there are other factors that should also be considered.

When dealing with parks, one of these is the comfort of the park

visitors. The idea (expressed by a member of City Council) that

secondhand smoke exists only indoors is wrong. Smoke travels

and lingers and can affect health whether you are trapped by it

in a closed or open setting. Besides having the potential to make

you sick, tobacco smoke fouls the clean air that we enjoy.

You should not have to step off of the park footpath to get away

from someone’s noxious fumes. Likewise you should not have

to leave a bench or picnic area. Also, many smokers feel that

they can toss their butts anywhere they wish, and they do. Next

time you are at a park, study the ground and count the number of

butts that you see. Someone littering has to be caught in the act

in order to be cited. It is easier to stop a person from smoking.

The City has banned smoking at the zoo and in the public right-

of-way at its Fiesta parades. The justification for these restric-

tions applies to all of our outdoor spaces. WLCA is asking the

City to make all our public spaces smoke-free. Parks should

encourage and promote health and comfort, as well as safety and

conservation. Smoking for many reasons, is not consistent with

those aims. Should we participate in this year’s Earth Day event

(see page 3), we will be asking supporters to sign a petition ask-

ing the City for a smoking ban in our parks.



This is your LAST NEWSLETTER if you have not renewed your membership (see your email).
Your 2012 membership ends on Earth Day. Please renew now.

Next Meeting: March 26th, 7:00 pm
Salvation Army Peacock Center 2810 W Ashby, Bldg 2

2013 Meetings: Apr 30, May 28, Jun 25, Jul 30, Aug 27, Sep 24, Oct 29, Nov 26
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APRIL DRAWINGS

At our April 30th meeting, we will have 2

drawings, each for a $15 gift card for

HEB. One will be for returning members

and one will be for first-time members.

The winners must be at the meeting.

EARTH DAY SA 2013

April 20th - WLCA Participation Uncertain

San Antonio’s Earth Day 2013 is on Saturday, April 20th, from 10 am to 2 pm, at

Woodlawn Lake Park. It will feature environmental information, giveaways, vegetar-

ian food booths, gardening ideas, and music and entertainment for the whole family.

Alcohol is never allowed at the Park and smoking is not permitted at the event.

At the time of this writing, WLCA’s participation this year is uncertain. WLCA saved

Earth Day San Antonio in 2003 and has been an active part of the event since. Yet this

year we face being priced out of continued participation by some unilaterally decided

policies. The first is that participants give away at least 500 items. We never get any-

where near 500 visitors to our booth. The next is the imposition of a $20 entry fee to

pay for extras not provided for by City funding. We did not have a say on what the

extras would be or if they are necessary to the event. The third is that giveaways be

commercially packaged. We had planned to give our own salsa mix of heirloom seeds

of tomato, serrano, onion, cilantro, and tomatillo. This will not be allowed and our

option to participate is to give less desirable and more expensive pre-packaged seeds.

We have brought the issues to the attention of the Earth Day Committee, the two City

Councilmen who cover our Park, as well as other City officials. WLCA has submitted

an application for a booth under our own terms but we have yet to hear from the Com-

mittee. We thank District 7 Councilman Cris Medina for getting the Committee to

drop the entry fee. We are trying to get some resolution concerning giveaways.

The annual Special Neighborhood Edition of our newsletter (right column) will give

notice of our participation. If titled Earth Day 2013, it will carry information about the

event and we will have a booth. If titled Spring Membership Drive, WLCA will not

have a booth. We plan to work for a return to our 2003 grass roots efforts and for

more community input for next year. Friends of the Earth tells us to “think globally,

act locally.” WLCA hopes to keep a local focus on our City’s Earth Day celebration.

Woodlawn Lake Community Association—Membership 2013

Name:__________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:____________________

Name:__________________________________________ DOB Mo & Day:____________________

Address:________________________________________________ Zip:_____________________

Phone:______________________________ E-mail:______________________________________

Membership type _____Individual [$5.00 per year] _____Family/Household [$10.00 per year]

(please check) _____School, _____Non-profit, or _____Business [each $10.00 per year]

Please fill out this form and bring it with your dues to a WLCA meeting or to our Earth Day booth (if
any - see below), or mail the form and dues to: WLCA, PO. Box 28374, San Antonio TX 78228

Make your check payable to the Woodlawn Lake Community Association

HELPERS NEEDED

We will be distributing the annual Special

Neighborhood Edition of our newsletter

to all of the residents within WLCA’s

boundaries. It will either be titled Earth

Day 2013, which tells the community

about the local Earth Day celebration as

well as about WLCA, or Spring Member-

ship Drive, which will focus solely on

WLCA. The title and purpose will de-

pend on our participation in the April 20th

Earth Day event (left column).

Once a year we tell our entire community

about WLCA as a way to recruit new

members. To save on hundreds of dollars

in postage, we hand-deliver the newslet-

ters door-to-door. In past years this effort

has been highly successful in bringing

people to our Earth Day booth and in re-

cruiting new members. We need helpers

during the period of April 8th to 18th.

Let us know if you can help deliver.

If we do take part on Earth Day, we will

need volunteers for our WLCA booth.

Let us know if you can spare an hour or

two on April 20th.



FAST TRUCKS GET MEDIA ATTENTION

The Seeling Channel excavation (left column) has brought many

large dirt-hauling trucks into our area. The unloaded vehicles

exit IH 10 at Cincinnati and race dangerously to the worksite.

Board member Cathy Fernandez reported the problem to the

City, City Council offices, and SAPD, but the speeding

continued. She then called WOAI’s Troubleshooters. The

segment aired March 11th. We hope the publicity and proper

law enforcement will get the trucks to slow down and be safe.

P.O. Box 28374
San Antonio TX 78228

Woodlawn Lake
Community Associat ion

AREA FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS

Seeling Channel. The Seeling Channel is being deepened

and widened to control flooding upstream to the Hillcrest

neighborhood (Hillcrest and Babcock area). The first phase,

from Woodlawn Lake to Wilson, is funded by the 2007-2012

City Bond. Construction began this past December. Mass exca-

vation of the Seeling Channel is on-going. The contractor is

continuing with boring operations under the Kampmann outfall

for the installation of a new 30” sewer line parallel to W. Wood-

lawn. The contractor is also doing some grading within the

channel and some improvements near the Kampmann outfall.

The drilling of new piers for the new Josephine Tobin Bridge

has begun and will continue weather permitting. The contractor

will begin forming columns and the abutments for the new

bridge. The Channel is being drained and kept dry.

Laddie Place RSWF III. The scope of this project includes

the construction of a Regional Storm Water Facility (RSWF) to

alleviate flooding that occurs at the Northwest Center strip mall

as well as downstream to the Woodlawn Lake area. The City

has constructed the Laddie Place I and II Detention Ponds, but

additional relief is required. The design for the project is 100%

complete. Construction is expected to begin in May 2013 and

will last approximately 18 months. The finished site will in-

clude recreational facilities for public use in dry weather.

VISION FOR CINCINNATI AVENUE

A project is underway to improve Cincinnati Avenue from

Woodlawn Lake Park to St. Mary’s University. This joint effort

is being promoted by District 7 Councilman Cris Medina, the

Westside Development Corporation, and the St. Mary’s Univer-

sity Revitalization Project.

Visioning and interactive workshops were held on February

13th and March 5th. These were attended by representatives of

area schools, businesses, and organizations, including WLCA.

Also attending were City officials and area residents. The dis-

cussions have focused on economic development, streetscape

improvements, open space, safety, and preservation of commu-

nity character. Another workshop will follow in April, with the

goal of having a long term plan for this corridor.


