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President’s Notes by Gordon G. Hopkins 

I would like to personally thank our 
Hammer Point Board for volunteering their time 
to help and support our community.  
Collectivity there are hundreds of hours given 
each and every year to help make our 
community safer and a more beautiful place to 
live. 

Hammer Point common areas:  
After the sewer system was completed our 
common areas were in very rough condition. 
Brighter Days was contracted to maintain our 
common areas and entrance and has been doing 
a great job. 

On Thursday 04-12-12 I filed a formal 
complaint with Monroe County to address the 
excessive speeds of the recycle and trash trucks 
on our pickup days in Hammer Point. Many of 
our residents walk, ride bikes, children are 
leaving for school and residents are leaving for 
work during the morning hours when the trucks 
are making their pickups. Once the trucks have 
made their way to the end of the street they turn 
around and drive back down the streets at 
speeds exceeding 45MPH. Please report this 
aggressive and dangerous operation of refuse or 
recycle trucks every time you witness it. 

The current volunteer board consists of: Gordon 
Hopkins, President, Kathy Merlo, Vice-
President, Sue Woltanski, Secretary, Valerie 
Barth, Treasurer, Jim Dugranrut, Assistant 
Treasurer, and Burke Cannon, Parliamentarian.  
Members at large are Guy Leekey, Valerie 
Handelsman, David Leahy, and Ruth Forgan. 
We have one available opening on the board.  
Let us know if you are interested. 

 

 

 

 
Where does your money go? 
Valerie Barth, Treasurer 
 
It takes 96 homeowners dues to pay for the 
electricity for our streetlights ($5800/year); 50 
to pay for maintenance of our common areas 
($3000/year); and 30 to cover incidentals 
($1800/year) such as signs, channel markers, 
postage, our post office box, etc.  This is a total 
of 176 out of 218 homeowners/properties at 
current dues of $60 a year just to pay our bills. 
(Thanks to Gordon Hopkins for this breakdown 
of figures.) 
 
So how are we doing? As of April 20th, 125 of 
us have already paid our dues. This equates to 
57% overall participation. Do you wonder how 
well your street is represented? Well, we have a 
little ‘Street Race’ going on. Currently Ellington 
is the lead at 86%, Westminster is next with 
76%, and the rest are as follows: Fairwich 59%,  
Guilford 58%, Dexter and Ivanhoe 55%, 
Cromwell 54%, Aberdeen 53%, Bristol 50%, 
Camelot 46%, and Hilson at 39%. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have provided us 
with e-mail addresses for notices, the Pelican 
Press, etc. Postage for one mailing to 
homeowners at today’s rate would be close to 
$100! And that’s just for the postage. Our dues 
have remained at $60 for a number of years and 
I believe (and hope) that they will be able to 
remain at that rate. Every week someone who 
has overlooked their dues brings themselves 
current. If you have any question regarding your 
dues please contact me at 305-852-3013 or 
Fairwich@aol.com.  
 
 



2012 Annual Dues are Due! 
DUES ARE STILL just $60 DOLLARS/YEAR 
to HAMMER POINT OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION,  
PO BOX 90, TAVERNIER, FL  33070. 
 

CROCODILE SIGHTING:              
On April 13th, a large crocodile was sighted in 
the channel on the north side of Hammer 
Point tonight.  These animals are protected so 
do not harass them.  If you have a problem with 
one you can call FWC and they will look into 
it. Please do not throw carcasses into the 
canal and do not leave bait nets in the water.  
This attracts crocodiles and makes them 
aggressive. 

TRASH REMINDER:        
Monroe County Ordinance No. 001-2009, Sec. 
21-21 prohibits dumping of yard trash in canals 
and provides for fines of up to $500 for 
violation of the ordinance.  It is up to you - 
please do not allow yard trash to be dumped into 
the canal and make sure you let your yard 
service contractor know not to blow debris in 
the canals.  Keeping trash out of the water will 
contribute to even better water quality. Please 
Do Not Dump Yard Waste in the Waterways, 
Wetlands and/or Common Areas. Thanks for 
helping to keep our neighborhood beautiful.  
Please, put your yard waste out for pickup.  Call 
for free pick-up of anything you aren’t sure of: 
305-451-2025.    
 Garbage pickup Tuesday/Friday 
  Vegetation/Recycling Thursday  
                              
Idle Speed Buoy: Another Idle Speed Buoy has 
been destroyed (Near the end of Camelot) and 
will need to be replaced.  Replacement cost is 
approximately $220.      

5th Annual Hammer Point Dolphin Derby 
date is set for May 26, 2012.  If you are not a 
fisherman, you can still register to attend the 
weigh in party.  Entry forms and info available 
from Mike Ancheta,  561-436-5618 

Be Safe Out There:       
Summer is right around the corner and the water 
is getting warmer.  Soon our kids and grandkids 
will be out of school and (often) in the water.  
Please use extra caution when driving your boat 
in our area.  Monroe County requires idle 
speed in all man made canals and within 300 
feet of shoreline.  Remind your visitors of these 
rules.  Keep our waterways safe for swimming.  
Unlike some local gated communities that 
have private streets, Hammer Point streets 
are considered county roads and are under the 
jurisdiction of the Monroe County Sherriff’s 
Department.  The Speed Limit on all Hammer 
Point streets is 25 MPH.  You are in the Keys.  
There is no hurry.  Slow Down.  Unregistered 
golf carts are illegal on all Monroe County 
streets.  Legal golf carts require, among other 
things, headlights, license plates and proper 
registration with the state of Florida.  By state 
law, ALL drivers are required to hold valid 
driver’s licenses and be of legal age.   Lately, 
there have been several “near misses” involving 
erratic golf cart driving.  Please be safe out 
there!     
 Crime Watch by Dave Leahy        
There have been a few contractors working in 
Hammer Point that have been dumping their 
trash on the side of the road.  When a contractor 
sees a pile of construction debris on the side of 
the road he assumes he could dump his garbage 
there also.  If you see someone dumping please 
let me know.  We spend over $3000.00 a year to 
maintain the entrance and common areas.  Each 
time our maintenance crew cleans up the area 
they end up with garbage bags full of bottles, 
cans and other debris that people throw out their 
car windows.  Please keep alert for any 
strange activity in your neighborhood.  Call 
the sheriff and let them look into it.  If you see 
street lights out please report it to me or call the 
electric company.  We pay a lot of money for 
the lights whether the lights are on or off. 

SAVE MONEY, GO GREEN, RECEIVE 
THIS NEWSLETTER ON-LINE: Contact 
Kathy Merlo (grafite100@aol.com) 


