[image: image1.wmf]
Briargate Townhomes Newsletter Oct 2012
Community News

Annual Meeting
The Annual Homeowner’s Meeting will be held on Oct 18th 2012 in the Community Clubhouse. Registration will start at 6:00 pm and the Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. and should end by 7:30 p.m.
In order to obtain a quorum, all homeowners should be represented in person or via proxy (should you be unable to attend).  Please make sure your Proxy is signed and mailed in time to reach the office of Creative Management Company by October 15, 2012.

Among the important items on the Agenda is the election of a Board of Director and a Special Assessment Request to finance essential repairs and security cameras. 
Board of Directors FAQ’s
The Board of  Director’s for an HOA execute the functions necessary to manage its business affairs and maintain the common grounds.  They may engage the services of professionals and service providers to assist them.
Their authority derives from and includes all of the powers and duties vested by our Governing Documents.

Our Board of Director’s are members who volunteer their time, energy and resources without compensation.  Our current Board consists of active and/or retired Architectural, Business, Education, Engineering, Real Estate and Information Technology professionals.
Their choice to serve was based on a personal commitment and desire to enhance and protect our community and property values.

The following list provides an overview of some of the Duties and Roles of our Board of Directors.
·   Attend Meetings and Participate.

·   Appoint Committees.

·   Maintain Accurate Records.

·   Establish sound Fiscal Policies.

·   Collect Assessments.
·   Procure and Maintain Hazard & Liability Insurance for Common Areas.

·   Adopt and Publish Rules that govern the Conduct of Members and their Guests.
·   Adopt and Enforce Rules that govern the Use of Common Areas and Facilities.
·   Enforce Penalties for Infractions         of Rules and Deed Restrictions.
·   Authorize Legal Action against Members for failure to comply with Deed Restrictions.
·   Select an Attorney, Auditor, Insurance Agent and  Service Providers.
·   Inform Members of important Board Decisions and Transactions.
To be effective, Directors must have a clear understanding of the current strengths and weaknesses of their Association, its history and what needs to be accomplished.  Directors are also required to act in good faith and in the best interests of the HOA.
To be successful, the Board needs the commitment and support of other HOA members to volunteer their time, energy and resources for active Committee work and involvement.
Traits of Successful 

Board Members

Managing an HOA carries the same responsibilities of managing a business.   These responsibilities require that Directors have certain traits to ensure the successful management of an HOA. 
A short list of some desirable traits of successful board members listed by the professional organization CAM is provided below.  
·  Active Listening Skills

·  Adaptable & Flexible

·  Approachable

·  Commitment to Hard Work

·  Consensus Builder
·  Courteous

·  Dependable/Reliable
·  Fair & Impartial
·  Resilient/Strong

·  Shares Information

Serving as a board member is a rewarding experience.  It provides an opportunity to volunteer your time, energy and effort towards enhancing and protecting your community and property values. 
A good community requires the cooperation of everyone to ensure the safety of your family and protect your financial investment.

REMEMBER TO VOTE!
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Register – Verify - Vote
Last Day to Register to Vote

Tue, Oct 9th

Early Voting

Tue, Oct 23rd  - Tue, Oct 30th
Absentee Ballots

Fri, Nov 2nd – Tue, Nov 6th

Open Primary, Congressional   and Presidential Election
Tue, Nov 6th
General Election

Sat, Dec 8th

          ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________
What Is the Importance of Voting in America? 
By Kent Ninomiya,
eHow Contributor
The importance of voting in America cannot be overstated. The United States is a constitutional republic. Americans democratically elect their leaders, who in turn represent them in the legislative, judicial and executive branches of government. 

Some of our leaders also have the power to appoint other leaders to certain offices. Our leaders make, enforce and judge laws that impact our health, religion, money and freedoms. 

Many of these issues are also voted on directly during elections. It is therefore important to vote to have your say about what happens to you. 

Significance

Every vote has significance. Several elections have been decided by a single vote. In other elections, the vote was tied and the winner decided by a coin flip. In a close presidential election, the winner is actually decided by a small number of voters in swing states. The 2000 presidential election came down to a handful of ballots in Florida.

Considerations

There are many issues to consider when casting your vote. Choose your leaders wisely. 

Politicians make laws protecting and restricting social freedoms. They determine the legality of issues like abortion, capital punishment, gay rights, civil rights and religion. 
Chief executives appoint judges and justices. The right to have an abortion comes down to a very slim majority vote on the U.S. Supreme Court. Supreme Court justices serve for life.

A president you elect today may appoint a justice who decides American social policy for a generation. Our leaders also decide policy on issues like national security, civil liberties and the environment. If you care about these issues, you must vote.

Benefits

Many voters who care little about social issues care a great deal about their financial benefits. The politicians we elect decide how much we pay in taxes and how that money is spent. 
Bond issues and propositions on the ballot determine whether your property taxes or sales taxes will rise. Health care, Social Security and defense spending are enormous financial strains on our economy.

Vote for leaders and measures that will spend money the way you want it spent.

History

A lot of blood has been shed through American history so that you have the right and privilege to vote
. Many people sacrificed and worked tirelessly so that women, minorities and adults younger than 21 could cast ballots. Soldiers and civil rights workers died fighting for your right to vote. 
You owe it to them to exercise your civic responsibility. American soldiers are still fighting and dying in wars. Vote to choose leaders who make military decisions you agree with.

Potential

It is important to vote for America's future potential. Ballots you cast today will impact your children, grandchildren and all the generations that follow. Vote to improve the world they will live in. 
Voting also sets a good example for your kids. If you don't vote, you have no right to complain about the way the country is being run.
City of Houston News
Our District K Councilmember Green’s  Office provided us with “Code Violations – Fines & Compliance” issued by the Department of Neighborhoods.
The City of Houston has a group named CHIPS which is a part of DON (Dept. of Neighborhoods).    CHIPS is available to enforce Ch. 10 of the City of Houston Ordinances to reduce blight in private communities. 

CHIPS (City of Houston Inspection & Public Services) may be contacted at 311, 713-837-0300, 832-394-0600 or via the websites houston311.org and contact.don@houstontx.org. 

Councilmember Green’s office staff will also assist with contacting any City of Houston department if you have difficulty reaching them.  You may call his office at 832-393-3016.

 Fun Facts about Bounce 
1.The U.S. Postal Service advices letter carriers to put a sheet of Bounce in their Uniform pockets to keep yellow jackets away. 
It will chase ants away when you lay a sheet near them and also repels mice
 
2. Spread sheets around foundation areas, or in trailers, or cars that are sitting to keep ants and mice  from entering your vehicle. 
 
3. It takes the odor out of books and photo albums that don't get opened often. 
 
4. It repels mosquitoes. Tie a sheet of Bounce through a belt loop when outdoors during mosquito season. 
 
5. Eliminate static electricity from your television or computer screen by using a sheet of Bounce to keep dust from resettling. 
 
6. Clean and dissolve soap scum from shower door with a sheet. 
 
7. To freshen the air in your home, put a sheet of it in a drawer or hang it in the closet. 
 
8. Put Bounce sheet in vacuum cleaner. 
 
9. Prevent thread from tangling by running a threaded needle through a sheet of Bounce. 
 
10. Prevent musty suitcases by placing a sheet of Bounce inside empty luggage before storing. 
11. To freshen the air in your car, place a sheet of Bounce under the front seat. 
12. Clean baked-on foods from a pan by putting a sheet of Bounce in the pan, fill it with water, let it sit overnight, and sponge clean. 
 
13. Eliminate odors in waste baskets by putting a sheet of  Bounce in the bottom of the wastebasket. 
14. Collect cat hair by rubbing the area with a sheet of Bounce to attract and pick up loose cat hair.
 
15.  Wipe Venetian blinds with a sheet to prevent dust from resettling. 
 
16. Wipe up sawdust from drilling or sand papering.  A used sheet will collect sawdust like a tack cloth. 
  
17. Deodorize laundry hampers, luggage, sleeping bags and tents . Place a sheet of Bounce in them overnight or until next use. 
   
18. Wet a Bounce sheet, hose down your car, and wipe bugs off easily. 
 
19. Put a sheet of Bounce in your suitcase when traveling to help keep  critters out of it. While you are at it, travel with several Bounce sheets to run your bed linen for the same reason. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
DEED RESTRICTIONS
Your decision to purchase property or reside in the BTHAI Community mandates certain Financial Responsibilities and Maintenance Obligations. This includes a Commitment to abide by Use Restrictions and Rules of the Association.  To a degree, it requires Individual Conformity for the good of All in the community.

__________________
Homeowners and Leasing Agents are responsible for providing Buyers and Tenants with a copy of BTHAI Governing Documents.  

Contact the Landlord, Seller or Creative Management if you did not receive these documents upon purchase or signing of a lease.  

Violations of BTHAI Deed Restrictions should be reported to Creative Management. Forms are available at the BTHAI Guard House for this purpose.
W A R N I N G !
Failure of the Homeowner to correct violations will result in a fine by the Homeowner Association.  

The City of Houston, Fort Bend County Attorney and/or Justice of the Peace will assist BTHAI with the Enforcement of Deed Restrictions.   

Animals
Pets in our community are limited to two lap size animals and must be tagged with owners address and proof of vaccination. 
Pets must be leashed at all times when not confined to owner’s patio or home. 
Chaining animals under the carport is not allowed.  Animals are expressly prohibited from entering pool areas.     
Owner is responsible for the immediate removal and sanitary disposal of animal feces from common areas or owners patio.  
Business Activity 
Business activities or sales of any kind are not permitted. This includes (but is not limited to) Garage and Moving Sales or activities for which a license is required such as cutting or styling hair, food products, etc.

Carports & Patios

Homeowner is responsible for keeping carport and patio area clean and neat.  Stacking or storage of unused personal items including but not limited to appliances, boats, four wheelers, furniture, lumber and cleaning items are prohibited.

Chairs, tables, plants, grills, trash receptacles or any item obstructing drives, streets, sidewalks or on common grounds are prohibited.
Decorative items such as plants are exempt provided that are properly maintained and do not pose damage to the property.

No temporary structure such as trailers, shacks, garages, etc. shall be placed on the property. 

Common Areas 

Personal use of common areas is prohibited (grills, canopies, chairs, tables, loitering, parties, picnics, bikes, skates, ball games, pets, etc.)

Fences
Use of fences to hang laundry, mops, rags, rugs and other items is expressly prohibited.  Clothes hung to air out or dry must be screened so as not to be seen from neighboring townhome or street.

Garbage
Household Garbage must be secured inside plastic bags and stored only in the designated trash bin. 

Homeowners are responsible for the removal of remodeling debris (cabinetry, carpet, glass, lumber, mirrors, paint, tile, etc.) and all items discarded by former tenants.
Heavy Trash (713) 733-4404
YOU Must Call for Pickup  

Heavy Trash is removed each week on Wednesday.  Heavy Trash must be placed at the end of your carport to aid manual or mechanical lifting.   
DO NOT place items under carport until Tuesday.  DO NOT place items along fence, on common ground, grass, sidewalk or in street.  
Parking and Towing

Parking by the Front Entrance, Exit or End Gate Areas is prohibited for Emergency and Security Reasons. 

Vehicles are not allowed to block or park in Front Entrance or Exit Gate areas to pick up or drop off passengers.  

Cars parked on the grass, in common areas, blocking drives, along fences, in alleys, no parking zones and those that are inoperable are subject to fines and/or being towed. 

Pools
Pool Parties are not allowed.  Pool use is restricted to two guests per townhome.  Management has the right to restrict use of the pool and pool areas.
All guests and minors must be accompanied by an adult resident when in a pool area.  

Signs
No flyers or advertising signs are permitted except for a 16” x 24” For Rent or For Sale sign displayed inside the window.  

Vehicle Registration

All vehicles entering the Visitor Lane will be stopped for registration by the Security Guard.  A Parking Sticker is not evidence of residency.  Residents are encouraged to purchase a Gate Card and use the Resident Lane for entry and exit from the community to avoid being stopped for registration.  
Windows

Window coverings must be uniform with either a white, beige or light brown color facing the exterior. No aluminum foil, blankets, newspapers, sheets or other unsightly coverings are permitted.  
Installation of window air conditioning units is expressly prohibited per Deed Restrictions.  

Youth 

Parents are personally responsible for the supervision of their children at all times in the community. Parents are liable for their child’s misconduct. 
Bicycles, tricycles, skates, skateboards, tennis balls, footballs, soccer balls, volleyballs, softballs, baseballs, hard rubber balls or motorized vehicles are not allowed on walkways, alleys or common areas (this includes the grass).
Non-resident youth must be registered at the Security Gate by an adult resident in person.

Any child or teenager involved in an act of vandalism that refuses to divulge their name and address will be turned over to the juvenile authorities of the Police Department.

Important Contact Numbers
BTHAI Main Gate          




281-437-5050
BTHAI Website                          Neighborhoodlink.com/briargate
Creative Management


















713-772-4420

                      Website















CMCTX.COM
Heavy Trash Pickup

       713-733-4404

Jet Towing                        713-995-9540  ​​​_____​​_________________________
City of Houston Assistance              311

                                     houston311.org
City of Houston Animal Control (BARC)                  713-229-7300

City Councilmember for District K
Larry Green                     832-393-3016
E-mail:  districtk@houstontx.gov 

CHIPS            311 or  713-837-0300 

832-394-0600                                                           contact.don@houstontx.org 
City of Houston Department of Neighborhoods           832-393-1038

HPD Gang Tip Line       





713-247-4264
HPD (NO-DOPE Line)





    713-466-3673
HPD (Non Emergency) 










713-884-3131
HPD (Beechnut Station)  713-314-3900
_________________________________
Ft. Bend Constable Pct 2  281-403-8010

Ft. Bend County Sheriff  281-342-8477 
FT Bend ISD Police         281-634-5500 ___________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________
Health & Human Services











                                 832-3936-5169

TX  Dept. of Family & Protective Svcs

Adult  & Child                 832-595-3000              

