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DIDYouKNOW?

Join the Board! Neighborhood Board Positions Open!

Several Elmwood Neighborhood Board positions will be coming open 
this fall, with a number of long-serving individuals stepping down.

Board president Hanna Barker — who is one of the members stepping 
down — said, “This is an exciting time for the Elmwood Neighbor-
hood Board. While we’re losing a number of individuals who have 
provided many years of faithful service to the neighborhood, this is a 
chance for new residents to step in and help ensure that Elmwood resi-
dents remain engaged and active in shaping our community’s future.”

Many of the board members stepping down have served the commu-
nity for a number of years. Tom Larson, who has been on the board 
for 16 years, said, “I joined the board in 1996. Bob and Anna Tift and 
John and Sue Basill were instrumental in organizing the board and get-
ting the community organized. We had noise from railroad switching 
and lead contamination issues spurring the neighborhood into action. And along the way, amongst other 
opportunities, we had the Elmwood comprehensive plan, the Minnesota Rubber site, playground equip-
ment, traffic issues and the bike trail to weigh in on.  These were all important efforts, but I’ve enjoyed 
the fun activities the most. Events like the Halloween parties, garage sales and summer picnics were very 
rewarding. I’ve had the pleasure of working with a wonderful group of people over the years and feel 
fortunate to have been part of such a great community.  I’m hopeful Elmwood residents will continue to 
be engaged in our little corner of St. Louis Park.”

Sept. 2012

The recently closed coffee 
manufacturing plant at 5725 
Highway 7 started produc-
ing coffee in 1977, when 
McGarvey Coffee—owned by 
Superior Coffee and Foods—
moved to town. McGarvey 
Coffee did quite well in St. 
Louis Park, providing prod-
ucts that were used in 70 
percent of restaurants in the 
Upper Midwest. Current 
owner Sara Lee bought the 
plant in 1991.

Board member Paula Evensen echoed Larson’s thoughts. “I started 
on the Elmwood Board several years ago,” she said. “Our current 
president moved to another home in St. Louis Park, and our neigh-
borhood association was inactive for a while. With the help of Tom 
Larson and some other former board members, we got Elmwood  
active once again.”

She continued, “I am proud of how we worked with the city and 
developers during the building of the Wooddale condos, the Tower-
light project, the fire stations and the never-ending light rail station 
discussions. I am looking forward to seeing a new group of neighbors 
leading us forward.”

For information on becoming a board member, contact Hanna Barker 
at (612) 987-4818 or Paula Evensen at (952) 924-0519. Or, better 
yet, attend the Neighborhood Board Meeting on Tuesday, October 
23, at Aldersgate United Methodist Church.

Elmwood Needs You!  
Consider a position to celebrate  
and promote our neighborhood!

Contact Hanna Barker at 
(612) 987-4818 or  

Paula Evensen at (952) 924-0519 
to join the board. Or, attend the 

board meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 23!



Annual Neighborhood Meeting and 
Social on Tuesday, Oct. 23, at  
Aldersgate United Methodist Church

The Elmwood Neighborhood’s Annual Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 23, at Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church located at 3801 Wood-
dale Avenue South. (Note: this is a new location.)  
 
The meeting will be preceded by a social to thank 
outgoing board members. Hot dogs and chips will 
be served starting at 6:00 p.m., and the meeting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. All neighborhod residents 
are encouraged to attend.

Items to be discussed include:

· �Neighborhood business updates;

· New board members and upcoming events; 

· LRT station planning; 

· Sidewalks, trails, bridge and bike concerns; and

. Traffic signals

Representatives from the City of St. Louis Park as 
well as councilmember Anne Mavity will be on 
hand, as well.

Neighborhood  
Halloween Party!

Sunday, Oct. 28 from 3-5 p.m.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church

All kids and parents welcome! 
Enjoy games! Contests! Face painting! 

Refreshments! And a magic show!

RSVPs are appreciated. Call Colleen at (952) 451-5121 
by Oct. 20 if you plan to attend.

Neighborhood Company Bemis to 
Close Doors 

    www.neighborhoodlink.com/Elmwood 
(Visit the above address and click “Add Yourself Now!” in the “Our Neighbors” 
section on the right hand side of the screen. It only takes a few moments to create 
an account and then you’re set to receive all the news and information from the 
Elmwood Neighborhood.)

Recently, a team of neighbors have been in discus-
sions with the City of St. Louis Park about the con-
gestion at the intersection of the Cedar Trail, Hwy. 7
ramps, frontage roads and Wooddale Avenue.  We all
agree that there are too many access points onto
Wooddale Avenue within a short distance and are
working toward identifying the least costly, yet effec-
tive resolution.

The city's expenditures for this fix must include the
LRT factor. The Light Rail Service design has been
given the expenditure approval by the federal govern-
ment. Until the design is final and approved, the city
is cautious about spending money at this intersection

that will be negated by the final design. So until the
LRT design is complete, please use caution in this
area while you are driving, walking or biking.

According to the state law, bicycles have the same
rights as pedestrians. If a bike or pedestrian has
already entered into the crosswalk, moving vehicles
must stop for them.  However, the bike or pedestrian
should not jump into the intersection in front of mov-
ing traffic. We will continue our discussions with the
city and update you appropriately.

- Contributed by Kenna Clark

Congestion at Wooddale Avenue and
Cedar Trail

www.neighborhoodlink.com/elmwood
(Visit the above address and click “Add Yourself Now!” in the “Our Neighbors” section on
the right hand side of the screen. It only takes a few moments to create an account and then
you’re set to receive all the news and information from the Elmwood Neighborhood.)

�

Picking up after your pet is required in St. Louis
Park. Recently several neighbors have noticed that
increasing numbers of pet owners are ignoring this
duty. Thank you for being a responsible pet owner!

Don’t Forget! 

Construction is finally underway on Wooddale Point,
a five-story, mixed-use, senior residential and com-
mercial building located at the southeast corner of
36th Street West and Wooddale Avenue South. The
building will include 115 senior dwelling units on the
second through fifth floors, and approximately
26,000 square feet of commercial, dining and other
uses on the ground floor.

The building is a senior “age in place” facility, mean-
ing the residents can move into the complex at a time
in their lives when the do not need additional servic-
es. However, services ranging from monitoring med-
ication to complete memory care may be added as
their health requires it. 

What’s Going On At Wooddale Ave.
and 36th Street?

Bemis Co. will reportedly close two Twin Cities 
plants this year, resulting in layoffs for more than 
160 employees.

The Neenah, Wis.-based packaging company will 
close a St. Louis Park plant by late September 
and a Minneapolis plant by the end of the year, 
Minnesota Public Radio reported. The move will 
result in the loss of 162 jobs.

Bemis told MPR that the closings — as well as a 
handful of others domestically and internation-
ally — are aimed at increasing the company’s ef-
ficiency. About 500 employees will lose their jobs 
companywide. (reprinted from TwinCities.com)


