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Briargate Townhomes Newsletter Jul 2012
Community News

Financial Notes
The Apr 2012 Newsletter provided two comparison charts detailing budgeted and actual operating expenses for 2011.  The deficit projected per unit for each month was expected to be $26.06.  However, the actual deficit per unit for each month was $32.07.  
In addition to the monthly deficit, $52,787.06 in Accounts Payables on the Dec Balance Sheet was carried over to 2012.  This added $16.66/month per unit to the operating deficit for a total deficit of $48.73/month per unit in 2011. 

Of this deficit, $45.63 is the amount that each Homeowner should have paid every month for Guard Services over the past two years.  The cost of this service alone indicates a need to increase monthly assessment fees to cover monthly operating expenses.  

As shown in the Dec 2012 Newsletter, our fees have not kept up with the increased costs of living over the past thirty plus years.  Recently, Management severely restricted maintenance due to budgetary constraints.
A Special Assessment is also needed for Capital Improvements that are needed to improve the infrastructure our community.   We do not have sufficient reserves or credit to complete repairs to carports, drives, sidewalks, pools or tennis courts, add additional parking spaces, speed bumps, paint, landscape or renovate the Clubhouse, etc. 
DUMPING PROBLEM

Despite numerous reminders to our residents, we continue to have problems with illegal dumping.   This is an environmental, health and safety hazard in addition to being an offensive eyesore. 

We’ve found mattresses, discarded tree limbs and moving boxes piled up by fences, toilets left on the grass, tires lying in streets, old cabinets, clothes, furniture, televisions, beds, microwaves, paint cans, shoes, toys, lumber, sheetrock, etc. thrown out without any concern for the blight or potential harm to others in our community. 

There is no absolutely no excuse for the debris and trash that has been drug or thrown out of some homes and left in public view. 

BTHAI has garbage pickup three times a week and heavy trash pickup once a week.  These amenities are not provided in other communities.  

Don’t Cause Blight

Keep Trash Out of Sight

Garbage
Household Garbage must be placed inside plastic bags and stored in your trash bin.

Heavy Trash
Trashporters removes Heavy Trash every Wednesday from our community.  Residents must call Trashporters at 713-733-4404 before Wednesday to schedule a pickup from their address.    Items must be placed at the end of your carport for pickup.

Items may not be placed outside before Tuesday (the day before Heavy Trash Pickup).  Items may not be placed in or on common areas (fence, grass, sidewalk or street).  

Trashporters will not pick up items which by law they are prohibited from removing.

Remodeling Debris
Homeowners are responsible for the removal of remodeling debris (cabinetry, carpet, glass, lumber, mirrors, paint, tile, etc.) and all items left by tenants.  
WATER BILL NOTICE
To Homeowners & Tenants
Homeowners are responsible for payment of their water bill by the 10th of each month.  Payment must be received from or arrangements made by the Homeowner to avoid interruption of service or meter disconnection.  

Creative Management will no longer accept calls and payments from or make arrangements with a tenant for water bills on behalf of a Homeowner.  This courtesy will end as of August 31, 2012.
Homeowners are responsible for the management of their private rental properties.  Homeowners are responsible for providing their tenant with a copy of BTHAI Governing Documents. Tenants should contact their Landlord for all issues (maintenance, utilities, deed restrictions, etc.) that occur as a result of a lease agreement with a BTHAI Homeowner.
‘It's the Right Thing to Do’ 
Photo & Excerpt from: 

Jilian Fama | ABC OTUS News 


















































































  Wed, Jun 22, 2012           


“Doing the right thing seems to be hard for everyone, except President Obama. He always seems to know the "right thing to do." Indeed, he uses his presidential remarks to instruct the American people on the right thing to do over and over again.”
__________________

	Character is the Difference
Choosing the “Right Thing to Do” requires well developed character. 

Character requires knowledge of right and wrong.  Your character is determined by the choice you make between doing right or wrong.  Good character is choosing to do the right thing at all times.  
Character training begins at home where parents teach their children how to behave.  Parents want their children to learn character traits that will help them become competent adults.  Most parents teach their children obedience, honesty, fairness, compassion, manners, respect, cooperation, courage, responsibility and love.
Parents reinforce the value of a character trait by their own actions.  These “character traits” are passed on to future generations because children usually imitate their parent’s behavior (right or wrong).  
Good Character Traits
                Appreciation

                Commitment

                Compassion

                Confidence

                Contentment

                Cooperation

                Courtesy 
                Decisiveness

                Dependability

                Determination

                Diligence

                Discernment

                Discipline

                Discretion

                Efficiency

                Endurance
                Fairness

                Faithfulness

                Flexibility

                Forethought

                Forgiveness

                Friendliness

                Generosity

                Gentleness

                Gratitude

                Honesty

                Humility

                Ingenuity

                Integrity

                Kindness

                Love

                Loyalty

                Modesty
                Morality

                Optimism

                Patience

                Perseverance

                Persistence

                Principle

                Punctuality

                Purpose

                Respect

                Responsibility

                Self Control

                Sincerity
                Sympathy

                Tactfulness

                Temperance

                Thriftiness

                Tolerance

                Truthfulness
                Wisdom
Quotes to Consider

Character is a matter of personal values and doesn’t require money.
Anonymous

"It is our character that supports the promise of our future - far more than government programs or policies."

William J. Bennett
         Writer & Former Secty of Education

	“Have the courage to say No. Have the courage to face the Truth. Do the right thing because it is right. These are the magic keys to living your life with integrity.”

	W. Clement Stone
  American Author & Entrepreneur

	"A man's character is his fate."

Heraclitus 

Greek Philosopher 
"The measure of a man's character is; what he would do if he knew that he would never be found out." 

Thomas Babington McCauley 
British Writer and Politician 

"Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, riches take wing, and only character endures." 
Horace Greeley 

New York Newspaper Editor 

"The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically... Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education." 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

 Civil Rights Leader 

"The best index to a person's character is (a) how he treats people who can't do him any good, and (b) how he treats people who can't fight back."
Abigail van Buren

"Dear Abby" Advice Columnist 

"Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, vision cleared, ambition inspired, and success achieved." 

Helen Keller

Blind & Deaf Writer & Lecturer 




City Of Houston News
Dinosaurs - Houston Zoo
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    May 03rd to Sep 3rd, 2012
   1513 North MacGregor

   Houston, TX 77030

   Phone:713-533-650
   Times: 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

   $3 with Regular Zoo Admission
Come face to face with the massive, fearsome creatures this summer. This year the Houston Zoo is featuring almost twice as many dinosaurs and highlighting species that were once found in Texas.  From the towering brachiosaurus and mighty T-rex to the new additions like the protohadros and edmontonia, these animatronic dinosaurs move, roar, and even spit water. 

KOOZA

by Cirque du Soleil
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July 27, 2012 - August 19, 2012
Every Sun, Wed, Thu, Fri & Sat 

Sam Houston Race Track
7575 N. Sam Houston Pkwy W Houston, TX 77064

Adults: $43.50 - $143.50 

Kids:  $33 - $104.50 for Children 

Event Times 

Wed-Fri: 8pm* 

Sat: 4pm & 8pm 

Sun: 1pm & 5pm  

KOOZA is a return to the origins of Cirque du Soleil in that it combines two circus traditions: acrobatic performance and the art of clowning. The colorful show tells the story of The Innocent and his search of his place in the world. It explores themes of fear, identity, recognition, and power. 

China’s Enduring Legacy
Warriors, Tombs & Temples
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Mar 30, - September 03, 2012 
Houston Museum of Natural Science @ 5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston, TX 

· Phone:713-639-4629

· Times: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

· Admission: Starts at $12

· Child Admission: $20 

· Adult Admission: $25 

· Senior Admission: $20 

· Additional Admission: Members: $12 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
DEED RESTRICTIONS
Deed Restrictions and Rules avoid Conflicts. Residents who observe Rules are Good Neighbors.

Homeowners and Leasing Agents are responsible for providing Buyers and Tenants with a copy of BTHAI Governing Documents.  

Contact the Landlord, Seller or Creative Management if you did not receive these documents upon purchase or signing of a lease.  

Violations of BTHAI Deed Restrictions should be reported to Creative Management. Forms are available at the BTHAI Guard House for this purpose.
W A R N I N G !
Failure of the Homeowner to correct violations will result in a Fine or Court Action by the Homeowner Association.  

The City of Houston, Fort Bend Justice of the Peace and County Attorney will assist with the Enforcement of Deed Restrictions.

Animals
Pets in our community are limited to two lap size animals and must be tagged with owners address and proof of current vaccinations. 
Pets must be leashed at all times when not confined to owner’s patio or home. 
Chaining animals under the carport is not allowed.  Animals are expressly prohibited from entering pool areas.     
Owner is responsible for the immediate removal and sanitary disposal of animal feces from common areas or owners patio.  
Business Activity 
Business activities or sales of any kind are not permitted. This includes (but is not limited to) Garage and Moving Sales or activities for which a license is required such as cutting or styling hair, food products, etc.

Carports & Patios

Homeowner is responsible for keeping carport and patio area clean and neat.  Stacking or storage of unused personal items including but not limited to appliances, boats, four wheelers, furniture, lumber and cleaning items are prohibited.

Chairs, tables, plants, grills, trash receptacles or any item obstructing drives, streets, sidewalks or on common grounds are prohibited.
Decorative items such as plants are exempt provided that are properly maintained and do not pose damage to the property.

No temporary structure such as trailers, shacks, garages, etc. shall be placed on the property. 

Common Areas 

Personal use of common areas is prohibited (grills, canopies, chairs, tables, loitering, parties, picnics, bikes, skates, ball games, pets, etc.)

Transformers are not safe to sit on. Observe Danger Warning Signs.

Fences
Use of fences to hang laundry, mops, rags, rugs and other items is expressly prohibited.  Clothes hung to air out or dry must be screened so as not to be seen from neighboring townhome or street.

Garbage
Household Garbage must be secured inside plastic bags and stored in the designated trash bin. 

Homeowners are responsible for the removal of remodeling debris (cabinetry, carpet, glass, lumber, mirrors, paint, tile, etc.) and all items discarded by former tenants.
Heavy Trash Pickup

Call (713) 733-4404
Heavy Trash is removed each week on Wednesday.  Heavy Trash must be placed at the end of your carport to aid manual or mechanical lifting.   
DO NOT place items under carport until Tuesday.  DO NOT place items along fence, on common ground, grass, sidewalk or in street.  
Parking and Towing

Parking by the Front Entrance, Exit or End Gate Areas is prohibited for Emergency and Security Reasons. 

Vehicles are not allowed to block or park in Front Entrance or Exit Gate areas to pick up or drop off passengers.  

Cars parked on the grass, in common areas, blocking drives, along fences, in alleys, no parking zones and those that are inoperable are subject to fines and/or being towed. 

Pools
Pool Parties are not allowed.  Pool use is restricted to two guests per townhome.  Management has the right to restrict use of the pool and pool areas.
Regulation Swimwear is required for pool use.  No t-shirts, cut-offs or regular street clothes allowed.

All guests and minors must be accompanied by an adult resident when in a pool area.  

Signs
No flyers or advertising signs are permitted except for a 16” x 24” For Rent or For Sale sign displayed inside the window.  

Vehicle Registration

All vehicles entering without a Gate Card will be stopped for registration by the Guard.  A Parking Sticker is not evidence of residency.  
Windows
Window coverings must be uniform with either a white, beige or light brown color facing the exterior. No aluminum foil, blankets, newspapers, sheets or other unsightly coverings are permitted.  
Installation of window air conditioning units is expressly prohibited per Deed Restrictions.  

Youth 

Parents are personally responsible for the supervision of their children at all times in the community. Parents are liable for their child’s misconduct. 
Bicycles, tricycles, skates, skateboards, tennis balls, footballs, soccer balls, volleyballs, softballs, baseballs, hard rubber balls or motorized vehicles are not allowed on walkways, alleys or common areas (this includes the grass).
Non-resident youth must be registered at the Security Gate by an Adult Resident in person.  
Any child or teenager involved in an act of vandalism that refuses to divulge their name and address will be turned over to the juvenile authorities of the Police Department.

Important Contact Numbers
BTHAI Main Gate          




281-437-5050
BTHAI Website                          Neighborhoodlink.com/briargate
Creative Management


















713-772-4420

                      Website















CMCTX.COM
Heavy Trash Pickup

       713-733-4404

Jet Towing                        713-995-9540   
City of Houston Assistance              311

City Councilmember for District K
Larry Green                     832-393-3016
Ft. Bend Constable Pct 2  281-403-8010

Ft. Bend County Sheriff  281-342-8477 
FT Bend ISD Police         281-634-5500
HPD Gang Tip Line       





713-247-4264
HPD (NO-DOPE Line)





  713-466-3673

HPD (Non Emergency) 










713-884-3131
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                              Household Garbage
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Household Garbage will be collected from your designated trash bin storage area every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Your garbage must be placed in a plastic bag, tightly secured and stored in your trash bin storage area for collection by 7:00 a.m. on these three days.

Do not place trash bags or cans on common grounds, grass, near fences or anywhere outside the designated trash bin storage area for your townhome.  This will stop stray animals from tearing open trash bags or knocking over trash cans looking for food.  It is a violation of our Deed Restrictions for which you will be cited.

Heavy Trash

Every Wednesday of Every Week 
 CALL 713-733-1600 to Schedule Pickup from Your Home  
DO NOT PUT HEAVY TRASH OUT 

BEFORE TUESDAY
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Bulky Items such as Furniture, Stoves, Refrigerators, Washers and Dryers will be picked up on Wednesday once a week.  Items must be placed at the end of your carport.  DO NOT PUT ON GRASS, BY FENCE, ON COMMON GROUNDS OR ANYWHERE ELSE EXCEPT AT EDGE OF YOUR CARPORT.
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HEAVY TRASH COLLECTION RULES 


By Federal Law  Refrigerators and Freezers or any item containing Freon must be drained of Freon.  Documentation must be attached to validate the draining service was performed.

Potentially Dangerous materials such as Sharp Objects, Glass, Metal, etc. should be properly identified and separated from other trash and/or double wrapped to avoid injury to the Loader.
Unacceptable Items 

By reason of Government Restrictions, Personnel and Community Safety, and Protection of Equipment, the following items WILL NOT BE PICKED UP: 

· Batteries 

· Bricks

· Car Engines and Fenders

· Carpet

· Concrete

· Construction Debris

· Dirt

· Fence Boards

· Flammables (Gasoline, etc.)
· Glass (Large Pieces)

· Gravel

· Hazardous Waste & Material
· Metal Scrap
· Lumber

· Mirrors

· Motor Oil 

· Paint and Similar Liquids

· Remodeling Debris

· Rocks

· Roofing Material

· Sand

· Solvents

· Tires 

· Used Oil Filters
Holiday Schedule
New Years Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Memorial Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.  If a holiday falls on your scheduled pickup day, refuse will be picked up the next scheduled pickup day. 
