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Cascade Highlands Herald 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands July 2012 

 

A little time, a little effort, makes for a better neighborhood! 
 
 
Important Neighborhood Dates 
 

1) Summer Dessert Meeting, July 23rd. 7:00 p.m.,  
    Homestead Park, south end.   Come chat with your  
    neighbors and bring a dessert or nibble to share.  Friendly  
    pets are most welcome!   Please see the agenda on next page  
    of this newsletter. 
 

2) Cleanup. Coming July 28 from 8 to noon.  More details on  
    next page. 
 
Current CHNA Bank Balance 
Current Balance is $2,176.33 ($580.00 of that is reserved for 
park maintenance), up $593.00 from last month because of 
several donations; Some came from the Paint-Your-Curb-
Number program, and others came from personal donations to 
CHNA by neighbors wanting to support the general good of the 
neighborhood and appreciative of individual efforts to maintain 
the neighborhood’s appearance.  The Parks Foundation balance is 
$425.00 for a total of $1,005.00 dedicated to maintain our park 
during the summer months.  (We need $4,400.00 per season.)  
We are also saving money to go towards the installation of 
replacement monkey bars in our park and the ADA (Americans 
with Disability Act) upgrades which are required as part of the 
installation. 

 
 
Thank you to all of our dedicated newsletter 
distributors - you help make Cascade 
Highlands a great place to live!  Thank you 

to David Bilby, Judy and Dick Bird, Eileen and Joe 
Blackman, Gary Bohman, Dave Bush, Joe Byrne, Rosenna and 
Ken Cheng, Cecil Davies, Marion Dittman, Son Do, Julie Dunn, 
Edith Hartley, Ann Horstman, Brenda Jensen, Erika Johnson, 
Jean Kent, Larry and Carol Kirk, Cathy Lauer, Annette Leone, 
Peggy Liang,Yu-Ying Liu, Sheila McKay, Elise Miller, Doug 
Mineau, Holly Orr, Pat Poe, Diane Pudans, Barbara Scherr, Steve 
Schmidlkofer, Marianne Stein, Donna Stolz, Jim Strouse, Mike 
Story and Anne Vitort for helping with the last newsletter.   

 
 
 
 

C.H.N.A. LEADERSHIP 
Chair 
Jean Kent 896-7291  
jeaken@pacifier.com 
 

Vice-Chair 
Gary Bohman 254-2009 
pegarma@aol.com 

 
Treasurer 
Son Do 891-0923 
Son-do@hotmail.com  
 
Secretary 
Mark Johnson 260-9140 
 
City Liaison 
Antoinette Gasbarre 619-1008 
antoinettegasbarre@ 
cityofvancouver.us 
 

Newsletter Editor             
Mark Johnson 260-9140 
 
Newsletter Distributor             
Erika Johnson 260-9140 
 
Website Coordinator 
Dan West  
dan@westofnorthwest.org  
 
Neighborhood Police Officer 
Corporal Charlie Ford  
487-7540  
Charlie.Ford@cityofvancouver.us  
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July 23rd Meeting 
Agenda 
 

1) Jim Bittner, Project  
    Estimator, Cascade    
    Radon, Inc.  

2) Trent Hall, Director New Vision Programs 

3) Mark Crawford, Homestead Acres   
    Maintenance Committee 

4) Erika Johnson, Tree Plantings (Alex Chabert  
    is in So. Carolina) 

5) Mindy Johnston, Victim Advocate, Lutheran  
    Community Services NW 

6) LeeAnn O’Neil, community coordinator, New  
    Seasons Market 

7) Vote on by-laws change, introduce new  
    treasurer (Son Do)  

8) Neighborhood topics 
 a) Treasurer Report - Son Do 
 b) Cleanup Signup 
 c) National Night Out - Jean Kent 
 d) NTSA Report - Dan West 
 e) Leaf Drop-Box – Jean 
 f) Topics of interest or concern 

g) Sharing of desserts and neighborly  
    camaraderie 

 
N.A. Cleanup Information 
Our annual neighborhood cleanup, 
sponsored by the City of Vancouver and Waste 
Connections (our garbage and yard waste 
hauler), will be Saturday, July 28, from 8:00 
a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at the Mountain View 
H.S. north parking lot (1500 SE Blairmont).   

Items accepted at the cleanup include: 

1) yard waste (the chipper/shredder will be 
present) - large yard debris, clippings, leaves, 
branches, bushes, small stumps, grass 
clippings, etc.  NO plastic bags, rocks, inorganic 
items, nor lumber. 

2) junk - kitchen sink, play sets, broken patio 
furniture, rotten fencing, deck boards, plumbing 
items, etc. 

3) “dead” lawn mowers, rototillers, etc. (to be 
recycled by Larry) 

4) bicycles for the Community Cycling Center 
(please bring a $5.00 donation for each bicycle) 

5) other recyclables - metal, computers, TV’s, 
cardboard, block foam, electronic items.  We 
are segregating these items for recycling.  The 

Goodwill truck will have large cardboard boxes 
(called melons) in which recyclable items will be 
sorted. 

 Items NOT accepted: 

1) liquids of any kind 

2) hazardous waste (paint, aerosol cans, 
automotive fluids, oil filters, cleaners, polishes, 
fluorescent light bulbs, fuel-propane tanks, 
household batteries, lawn or garden chemicals, 
mercury thermometers, sharps, or any 
container with the words poison, corrosive, 
combustible, caustic, volatile, flammable, 
danger, caution, or warning written on it. 

The green coupon attached to this newsletter 
will be required for each load.  Please sign and 
address it before you arrive at our welcome 
area.  If you need more than one coupon 
perhaps you could talk with your neighbor and 
use his/hers.  After all, this is a neighborhood 
project and we like promoting neighborliness.  
Although, if you’re transporting your ‘junk’ in a 
small car, we can make allowances for you to 
make two trips on one coupon. 

We will also be collecting canned goods, paper 
products, and personal hygiene items to donate 
to F.I.S.H. of Orchards, so please plan to bring 
those items as well. 

We will accept donations of money to pay for 
replacing the monkey bars at Homestead Park. 

We need volunteers to work 2+hour shifts at 
the cleanup (shifts are 7:50-10, 10-cleanup 
about 12:20).  Jobs are: greeters, unloaders, 
and recyclers.  Please call 896-7291 (or email 
jeaken@pacifier.com) to sign up. 

If you need assistance getting your items to the 
dumpster/shredder on cleanup day please call 
in advance of the day to arrange for help.  
(896-7291) 
 
Are You Willing to Donate 
Water? 
If you're willing to allow Jean and Erika to use 
your water to fill the pickup truck's 25 five-
gallon water buckets to water the neighborhood 
trees and baby bushes, please call 896-7291.  
Each tree gets 10 gallons per week during the 
dry weather, and each baby shrub gets one to 
two gallons once or twice a week.  Thank you 
for your generosity and neighborly contribution! 
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National Night Out 
An article in the Chicago Tribune 
cited the statistic that 28% of us 
do NOT know any of our 
neighbors’ names.  We hope you 
know your neighbors’ names!!  If 

not, please consider knocking on 
the door next to yours and introducing yourself. 
  Or, get a NNO event started on your street.  
NNO is Tuesday, August 7 this year.  Be an 
organizer!  Gather your immediate neighbors 
together for an hour or so on the evening of 
Tuesday, Aug. 7.  Talk about 
anything/nothing.  Share a cookie or berry 
cobbler.  Play catch-the-ball with the kids.  Pet 
the dogs/cats (if they’re not hiding under the 
car).  Just get to know each other a little bit! 
 

Proposed Changes to the 
CHNA by-laws 
We are proposing the following changes to the 
CHNA by-laws.  A vote will be taken at the July 
23rd meeting. 

4.  OFFICERS - Officers of the Cascade 
Highlands Neighborhood Association shall be a 
chairperson, a vice chair, a 
secretary/newsletter-editor, a treasurer, a 
newsletter  distributor, and a web-site editor.  
One board member may fulfill more than one 
position.   Officer vacancies shall be filled by 
appointment by the remaining board members.  
Any appointed office shall be voted on at the 
next general meeting, and will coincide with the 
other officers’ terms.   The chair, with board 
agreement, may appoint other positions as 
needed, to be voted on at the next general 
meeting. 

9.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS  Officers shall be 
elected biannually.  Elections to fill vacant 
positions shall occur whenever vacancies occur. 

 
Homestead Acres Maintenance 
Committee  
We have formed a Homestead Acres 
Maintenance Committee.  At this point, 
committee members are: Jay Altenhofen, Mark 
Crawford, Jen and Len Leger, Andy Sulla, and 
Jean Kent.  The purpose of this group is to help 
keep the H.A. environment safe and beautiful 
by maintaining the fences and outside-of-the-
fences landscaping.  Residents will be asked to 
donate a small amount each month which will 

pay for this maintenance.  This is not an HOA, 
but it is an effort to allow each resident to 
contribute to keeping up their own property 
values and those of the entire H.A. area.  We 
will be distributing a flyer with additional 
information before the CHNA meeting on July 
23rd.  The committee will also make a 
presentation at the meeting.  If you have any 
specific questions before the meeting you may 
contact homesteadacres.nextdoor.com/join/ or 
any committee member.  
 
Garage Sale Sign Etiquette 
Those residents posting signs to direct buyers 
to their garage sales will want to be aware of 
the City of Vancouver Code provisions (which 
were adopted in March 2004).  These codes 
concern the temporary signs placed in the 
public right of way.  Following are the most 
pertinent of the provisions, which are published 
in full on the city webpage: 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/upload/images/
DRS/CodeEnforcement/3-panel-orange-sign-
FINAL.pdf 
 

A sign or signs advertising a garage sale to be 
held at a specific premises may not be posted 
for more than 7 calendar days in one year.  
(Section 20.960.030 N)  The design of  signs 
placed in the public right of way shall meet the 
standards described in Section 20.960.090 C for 
shape, materials - essentially that they are 
constructed of weather-resistant materials (that 
is not paper or cardboard) and without 
materials that could create hazardous 
conditions to motorists, bicyclists or 
pedestrians.  The maximum number of signs 
permitted off the premises of the garage sale is 
three (3) (Section 20.960.090 D.3). 
 

The Code specifies that signs may not be placed 
so as to reduce the width of a sidewalk or 
walkway to less than five (5) feet.  Signs may 
not be placed within the roadway, traffic island, 
median or circle.   (Section 20.960.090 E) 
 

The Code also specifies that the owners are 
responsible to remove their signs following the 
hours of their sale and during periods of strong 
winds.   If a sign is to be placed in the right of 
way abutting private property other than the 
sale premises, the person(s) holding the garage 
sale must have the  written consent of the 
owner(s) of the property abutting the right of 
way.   (Section 20.960.090 G) 

Please be considerate of your neighbors when 
placing garage sale signs.  THANKS! 
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Roadwork on 164th  
Construction began May 14, on 
interchange improvements along 
SE 164th Ave., the first of a 
season of projects planned for this 
busy east Vancouver street 
corridor. 

 

This first City of Vancouver project 
will focus on six intersections, from 
SE 34th Street to SE Mill Plain 
Blvd., and include accessibility 

upgrades for a number of curb ramps, as well 
as improvements to the storm-water system 
along the corridor. The project will also provide 
for fiber optic improvements to enhance 
coordination of traffic signals. The work is 
expected to be substantially complete by about 
mid-August, construction conditions permitting. 

Intersection improvements will then be followed 
by an overlay of asphalt on SE 164th Ave., from 
just south of SE 34th Street to about SE Mill 
Plain Blvd. That paving project is part of the 
city’s 2012 Pavement Management Program.  
Other curb ramps in this 164th Ave. corridor 
and Cascade Park Dr. are also scheduled for 
accessibility improvements this summer, in 
advance of the overlay work. 

Rotschy Inc. of Vancouver is the contractor and 
low bidder for the intersection improvement 
project at $1.86 million, which is funded by 
federal grants and local dollars. The contractor 
expects to generally work from the south to the 
north, with some moving throughout the 
corridor for construction efficiencies (like curb 
cuts at the corners). Access will continue to be 
open to all businesses and residents in the 
project area. 

The city asks drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians 
to please slow down in the construction zone 
and be alert to traffic changes, construction 
equipment and the safety of workers. 

Here’s what those working and living nearby, as 
well as those traveling the street, can expect: 

Construction hours: Construction will mainly 
take place from 7 a.m. to about 5 p.m., Mon. 
through Fri., with some weekend work possible. 
In addition, some tasks, such as setting signal 
poles, will require work into the night. 

Traffic controls: Due to the heavy commuter 
use of SE 164th Ave., the city is restricting lane 
closures to non-peak hours. Peak hours are 
typically 5 to 9 a.m. for southbound traffic and 
2 to 7 p.m. for northbound traffic on 164th Ave. 

Mill Plain Blvd. peak hours are typically 6 to 9 
a.m. and 3 to 6 p.m. 

Intersection improvements: 

1. SE 34th Street/SE 164th Ave. 
-  New right-turn lane for westbound traffic 
- Extended left-turn lane northbound 
- Three new signal poles and traffic signal   
   controller cabinet 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp to federal  
   accessibility standards at all four corners 
 

2. McGillivray Blvd./SE 164th Ave. 
- New left-turn lane for northbound traffic 
-  Three new signal poles and traffic signal  
   controller cabinet 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp upgrade to  
   federal accessibility standards at all four  
   corners 
 

3. Village Loop & SE 20th Street/ SE 164th Ave. 
- Extended left turn lane southbound 
- Minor signal improvements 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp to federal  
   accessibility standards at all four corners 
 

4. SE 15th Street/SE 164th Ave. 
- Extended left turn lane southbound 
- Minor signal improvements 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp to federal  
   accessibility standards at three corners 
 

5. SE 12th Street & Tech Center Drive/ SE  
   164th Ave. 
-  Add right-turn lane northbound 
-  Signal improvements 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp to federal  
   accessibility standards at three corners 
 

6. SE Mill Plain Blvd./SE 164th Ave. 
- Add right-turn lane westbound 
- One new signal pole 
- Upgrade of pedestrian ramp to federal  
   accessibility standards at one corner 
 
 

Throughout the 164th Ave. projects, updates 
will be posted at city’s website at  
www.cityofvancouver.us<http://www.cityofvanc
ouver.us> under the Services & Public Safety 
tab, then under Street Improvement Projects. 
 
Garbage Can Etiquette 
Garbage (gray), Recycling (blue), and Yard 
Debris (sort of green) carts may be rolled to the 
street after 6:30 p.m. the night before pickup.  
They should be taken in as soon as possible 
after pickup.  THANKS! 
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Citizenry Duties 
1) The DMV (Department of 
Motor Vehicles) asks that you 
update your license 
information within 10 days of 
moving, and your vehicle(s) 

registration(s) within 30 days of moving. 
 

2) The Secretary of State asks that you cancel 
your old voting registration in your former 
county, and register to vote here in Clark 
County (or let them know of your new address) 
if you moved within Clark County (397-2345) 
www.co.clark.wa.us/elections/voting/register.ht
ml. 
 

3) Clark County Animal Control asks that you 
license all pets 8 weeks of age or older.  
http://www.clark.wa.gov/development/animals/
licenses.html. 
 
The Scoop on Fire Pits 
The City of Vancouver Fire Department has 
printed a brochure called Outdoor & 
Recreational Burning 
(http://www.cityofvancouver.us/fire.asp?fireID
=20444&fireSub=20452&itemID=21133) which 
has information on portable outdoor fireplaces 
(sometimes called ‘fire pits’).  Fire pits should 
be at least 15 feet from a structure (such as 
fences, decks, houses, trees), be on a non-
combustible surface, and burn only clean, dry 
firewood or charcoal.  Burn barrels are 
prohibited.  For further information you can 
contact Virginia Chapman; Deputy Fire Marshal; 
7110 NE 63rd Street; Vancouver, WA 98661; 
Office (360) 487-7238.  There will be a few of 
these brochures available at the July 23rd 
meeting.  
 
Is Your Street Address Visible? 
The Fire Department asks: Is your home’s 
address easily seen from the street?  Please 
consider posting your address in a highly visible 
place.  In an emergency, you could really 
benefit.  For a curb address, you may call Jean 
(896-7291) and we will paint your address on 
the curb in front of your house.  We’d like a 
donation to the park fund, but will do it for free 
if you cannot afford a donation. 
 
Leaf Box Delivery 
We’re happy to report that we will again have a 
leaf-box dropped in our neighborhood for one 
weekend in December.  The location will be the 

same as last year.  This is paid for by 
Vancouver Solid Waste.   
 
nextdoor.com 
Cascade Highlands has set up our very own 
social media site which can allow you to be 
connected to your neighbors on-line.  The 
website is 
https://cascadehighlands.nextdoor.com/join/ 
and you can join and can invite others within 
our neighborhood to join.   You can enter 
personal bios (or not), use the site to look for 
an item you want or sell something you want to 
get rid of (or not), write reviews of restaurants 
or whatever (or not). 

The Homestead Acres area has their own 
nextdoor.com account and would like everyone 
with internet access to consider joining.  The 
address for that website is 
homesteadacres.nextdoor.com/join/ 
 
Blow Leaves and other Debris 
into the Street? 
Please don’t use your blower to blow your 
leaves, grass clippings, dust, and needles into 
the street, nor toss unwanted weeds there 
either, expecting that the street sweeper will 
clean up after it.  The schedule for the street 
sweeper has been cut back to every 9 or 10 
weeks - that’s almost three months between 
sweepings.  So, if you blow or toss your ‘stuff’ 
into the street, it’ll be there for a long time 
(Nobody else is going to clean it up).  Thanks! 
 
Trees Can Get Sunburnt 
If the hot sun shines on a tree trunk, especially 
a young tree’s trunk, too intensely, the bark can 
get damaged.  That, in turn, hurts the tree 
because the bark pulls away, exposing the 
cadmium layer - the layer of xylem which 
carries nutrients from the roots to the leaves.  
Sunburn occurs when the trunk tissues become 
dehydrated after being heated beyond a certain 
point by direct sunlight.  The injured bark 
darkens, curls and eventually peels.  The area 
become susceptible to insect infestation and 
decay.  Extensive sunburn can even kill a young 
tree.  As trees become older, their bark 
becomes thicker and is better able to withstand 
the bright sunlight.  One way to help a young 
tree resist getting damaged in this way is to be 
sure it’s watered enough.  You can even paint 
the bark with white latex paint, or hang a piece 
of cloth on the southwest side to shade it. 
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Donating for Homestead Park 
Through the Foundation 
Website? 
If you would like to donate towards the upkeep 
of Homestead Park through the Parks 
Foundation website, please enter the URL below 
and type in “Homestead Park Maintenance” in 
the notation box.  That way, you will receive a 
receipt from the foundation for the tax-
deductible donation.  The one negative to 
donating in this way is that the credit card 
companies deduct their fee from your donation 
amount. 

http://www.parksfoundation.us/DonateN
ow.php 

You may also donate directly to the CHNA 
account, but you won’t receive a tax deduction 
for your donation.  We need $4,400.00 per 
season to keep the park watered and mowed.  
If 100 households (out of our 1,845) donated 
$44.00 each, we’d have more than enough 
money to keep our park green and mowed all 
summer since we already have some funds set 
aside. 

Another use for donated park money is to 
replace our monkey bars.  The bars themselves 
aren’t that expensive, but bringing the park up 
to ADA standards (required with the installation 
of the monkey bars) would cost a lot (back-of-
envelope estimate is $10,000); If 227 of us 
donated $44.00 we could get our monkey bars!! 
 
This winter’s Tree Planting 
If you’re interested in participating in this year’s 
CHNA tree planting you can go to the 
friendsoftrees.org website to sign up. Our 
planting date is 11/17/12 .  We will participate  
with the Fishers Creek N.A.  The last day to sign 
up on the website is 10/15 and the last day to 
place your tree order will be 10/29.  Questions?  
Please contact Erika Johnson. 
 
Distributors Needed 
Do you enjoy reading this publication?  If so, 
please consider volunteering to be a 
distributor.  Our newsletter-distributor 
organizer, Erika Johnson, 260-9140, will be 
happy to offer you a route.  THANKS.  At this 
time we need four routes covered; each route 
has about 35 houses.  We also need subs for 
when a regular deliverer is temporarily unable 
to deliver to his/her a route. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

CHNA wishes you 
a great summer! 

 
 
 
The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood Associations in 
their effort to share vital information with residents to create a more 
informed public.  However,  the information provided and the 
opinions and views expressed in Neighborhood Association 
newsletters or other documents, do not necessarily represent the 
position of the City of Vancouver, nor does the City determine 
whether the information published is accurate or appropriate. 
 
Printed by the City of Vancouver Office of Neighborhoods  
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* * DUMPSTER COUPON * * 
 

Cascade Highlands Neighborhood Association Cleanup 
 

Good for drop-off of bulky items.  No hazardous waste or concrete, please. 
 

Mountain View H. S. Parking Lot (1500 SE Blairmont) 

 VALID:  Saturday, July 28, 2012 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. only 
 

You must live between SE Blairmont/Parkcrest and SE 164th Aves., 
and McGillivray and Mill Plain, please. 

 
My signature releases all CHNA volunteers from any damage that may occur as a result 

of the neighborhood cleanup. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 signature    street address 
 
 

Please bring these/this coupon(s) and some canned, non-perishable goods, household 
cleaning, or personal care products to donate.  Thank you! 

ONE COUPON PER LOAD - NO LIQUIDS of any kind. 
 

 

* * CHIPPER COUPON * * 
 

Cascade Highlands Neighborhood Association Cleanup 
 

Good for drop-off of large yard debris, clippings, leaves.  No plastic bags or wood, 
please. 

 

Mountain View H. S. Parking Lot (1500 SE Blairmont) 

 VALID:  Saturday, July 28, 2012 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. only 
 

You must live between SE Blairmont/Parkcrest and SE 164th Aves., 
and McGillivray and Mill Plain, please. 

 
My signature releases all CHNA volunteers from any damage that may occur as a result 

of the neighborhood cleanup. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
    signature    street address 
 

 


