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CALIFORNIA INCLINE.  Santa Monica has 
completed a draft of responses to public 
comments on the Incline project, including 
comments from SMCCA.  Caltrans has 
recently signed off on the environmental impact 
document. Approval by the Santa Monica City 
Council is the final step before actual design 
can commence.  The city will respond to each 
comment and staff will be recommending that 
the city council:  

1. Approve the final EIR and adopt a 
statement of overriding considerations 
because certain impacts cannot be 
mitigated, and 

2. Authorize the completion of final plans 
for the project. 

The city council will take up the Incline project 
July 10 with a public hearing.  Council meets at 
5:30 PM.  Agenda will be available in July at 
http://www01.smgov.net/cityclerk/council/agendas/ 

We will notify everyone on our Incline list as 
soon as the document production is complete.  
The materials will be posted on the internet.  
To be added to the list, send your email 
address to info@smcca.org 

We have learned that the project will include 
incentives to reward contractors for early 
completion of the project.  Also, extended work 
hours are contemplated with two shifts working 
between 6AM and 10PM.  While we applaud 
these steps, they fall short of the “24/7” 
schedule we have advocated.   

We have proposed that Appian Way be open-
ed to through traffic for the duration of the 
project.  This idea “kills two birds with one 
stone.”  First, it would relieve the foreseeable 
traffic congestion at the mouth of the McClure 
tunnel.  Second, it would permit the closure of 
the pier parking lot exit near the tunnel, which 
currently is marked by traffic cones placed 
permanently on the highway.  This exit creates 
traffic turbulence.  Staff has rejected this idea 
although Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom 
has informed me that the option to open 

Appian Way is on the table.  Your letters to the 
Santa Monica city council and testimony on 
July 10 are vital to obtaining a fair hearing so 
our canyon does not become the default detour 
for all Santa Monica commuters. 

There will be a traffic management plan.  We 
will be reviewing it carefully. 

We believe that completion of the plans and 
awarding the contract will take at least a year.  
This will put start of construction at no sooner 
than mid-2013.  The estimated construction 
period is about one year, depending on 
implementation of early completion incentives 
as well as final word on hours of work. 

EUCALYPTUS GROVE REHABILITATION.  
Progress continues on the project.  Please visit 
the grove table tonight.  So far this year: 

 Path along Latimer Road is complete 

 Protective boulders have been “seated.” 

 Sprinkler system has been installed and 
tested and is operational. 

 Backflow valve has been relocated from 
middle of grove. 

 Holes for tree-planting have been pre-dug. 

 Five new trees have been installed as 
exemplars. 

We are extremely grateful to our landscape 
designer David Macgregor Card for his work on 
the project -- significantly above and beyond 
his contractual obligation.  Fund raising is 
continuing to meet the budget for project 
completion.  Approximately $41,000 is needed 
to fully fund the remaining work.  Thanks to the 
Friends of Scott Gerwehr, the Young Family, 
the Palisades Junior Women’s Club, parents of 
the Rustic Canyon pre-school and numerous 
SMCCA members for their generous donations 
which have enabled us to achieve the work 
outlined above. 

PARK BUDGET ISSUES.   Our park has been 
hit with the impact of City budget slashing and 
new charges from City Hall.  Neighbors want to 
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know why maintenance has suffered and the 
park closed on Sundays.  Tonight, PAB chair 
Chris Moore will walk us through the current 
situation and present options for taking back 
our beloved park.  Recreation and Parks’ 
management will be available to answer 
questions.  Please contact us with any 
questions or suggestions, info@smcca.org.  

PROPOSITION K PROJECT.  Prop K, as it is 
called, was approved by City voters in 1996 
and created a City-wide assessment district—
(CITY LND/LT 96-1 on your property tax bill).  
There are two categories of projects:  “line 
item” and “competitive.”  Rustic Canyon Park 
was listed on the ballot as a line item project to 
include facility enhancements and irrigation.  
Ignoring the advice of the local volunteer 
neighborhood oversight committee (LVNOC), a 
project was developed to remove 155 trees 
and install irrigated flowers under the drip line 
of remaining oak trees—a big “no-no.”  After a 
neighborhood uprising led by neighbor Nelson 
Willis, this concept was abandoned by then 
City Councilmember Cindy Miscikowski. 

The project was revised under a new LVNOC 
created about 10 years ago.  The LVNOC set 
forth its priorities and the City stated that its in-
house maintenance agency, General Services 
(“GSD”), would have to complete the revised 
project.   

GSD proved stunningly inefficient in completing 
the work.  Instead of combining components 
into simultaneous job orders under one 
supervisor, each job was worked on separately 
creating long time delays and excessive 
overhead charges against the budget.  
Apprentice tile workers were assigned to work 
on the mandated ADA (handicap-accessible) 
bathroom work resulting in the loss of historic 
elements in our historic building.  About half of 
the original $300,000 budget went into the five-
month project on the two bathrooms.   

Completed tasks include the erection of a 
fence next to the teaching tennis court and a 
new vinyl-coated fence along Latimer Road.  
The outdoor basketball court was refinished.  A 
replacement stairway was installed from the 
tennis courts to Latimer replacing the 
“dangerous” rustic river-rock stairs with a 

concrete stairway.  A concrete stairway from 
the parking lot to the tennis courts was 
installed in a tree-sparing design as 
recommended by Alejandro Ortiz AIA, another 
neighbor.  The entry patio was repaired and 
refurbished as agreed to by all.  After arduous 
negotiations, the city agreed to shore up the 
park service road consistent with its historic 
sensibilities, using utility poles and posts 
instead of a concrete retaining wall. 

The City found other projects to fund.  In 
particular, the wooden floor in the clay room 
had failed and needed to be replaced.  This 
unanticipated maintenance work was funded 
by Prop K.   

Another significant component was the 
construction of a concrete ADA-compliant ramp 
to the children’s play area.  After another 
community uproar, Miscikowski agreed to 
contribute some of her office savings to the 
ramp project.  Railings for the ramp were not 
specified correctly and had to be re-ordered. 

Replacement of solid clubhouse doors with 
French doors as recommended by the LVNOC 
will not be done.  Nor will removal of ceiling 
tiles and repainting of the historic ceilings. 

On a positive note, we are happy to report that 
the irrigated and refurbished sports field was 
reopened a few weeks ago.  Damage to the 
field from unleashed dogs contributed to the 
delay.   

However, in the opinion of SMCCA, the 
irrigation improvements remain incomplete.  
The SMCCA grove fund paid for materials to 
provide proper watering for the eucalyptus 
grove and Recreation and Parks sprinkler crew 
installed the new sprinklers and timer and 
relocated the backflow device from the middle 
to the edge of the grove.  Unfortunately, the 
landscaped plot adjacent to the patio at 
Latimer Road still is not on a timer.  We insist 
this be part of the “irrigation” work.   

Uplifted sidewalks and pavers throughout the 
park are supposed to be repaired.  These 
dangerous locations have been marked with 
yellow paint for several years.  This work hwas 
supposed to begin a month ago. 
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