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COMMITTED TO MAKING WRIGLEY A CLEANER, GREENER, SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITY &                        
DEDICATED TO PRESERVING DAISY AVENUE CHRISTMAS TREE LANE TRADITIONS 

 

 

“HAPPY NEW YEAR” everyone!  I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas!  First of all I 
would like to say Thank You to all of our volunteers. Thank you to all our WANA members 
and Jorge Pineda and his strong men from Pacific Baptist Church. We really know how to 
work together now. My right hand Jim Trout (pictured at right) is a very special Volunteer. 
Thank You, to him! He carried most of the work load this year. He had to do almost all of my 
responsibilities because of my injury to my knee. Vernon Rudd has become my left hand; he 
doesn’t like me to recognize him. Doggone it!  I have to. He has done so much. He has almost 
completely remade all of the train: his latest was the Caboose (Pictured at left below). I hope 
all of you saw it on the lane.  It was beautiful! Thanks, Vernon. I also have to mention WANA 
member Bill Humphrey. Bill is my neighbor and long time friend. He operated a fork lift on set
-up day and take-down day. Thanks a million, Bill.  You did a fantastic Job! 
 
I want to thank all the men that took charge and worked so well with each other. I will name a few more: Timothy 
Risch, Mike Duda, Loren Patten, John Deats, Will Chick, Richard Slaughter, Robert Graves, two new WANA 
men Zan Colazas & Richard Dale, our champion fence roller. We finished before DARK.  That’s a first for 
both set-up and take-down days. 
 
We had a lot of new men, women, children and young adults on the Community Work Day. I want to thank them for 
helping out also— WANA women, Nancy Risch, Joan Greenwood, Jill Hill, Edith Pearl, Diana Budd, Victoria 
Reynafarje, Pat Arndt. Please forgive me if I have forgotten to mention you. This has been a very emotional 
time for me. I just have to try not to fall anymore. I couldn’t be everywhere that I wanted to be on Daisy, I try to be 
on top of everything. That’s why Jim was so worn out! Thanks to all the volunteers that helped all year with fixing 
and painting. Everything was beautiful! 
 
The Parade was great we had some wonderful entrants. I can’t remember when I have ever seen so many chil-
dren. The Parade and Christmas Tree Lane is what the children just love. There were thousands of people who 
attended. When I got to 20

th
 Street I couldn’t believe my eyes so many people were there. We work so hard to get 

everything ready for the parade. A big thank you to Councilman James Johnson, Michael Clements and staff. 
Special Events Dave Ashman and his staff. Elisa for all your hard work making this the best Parade ever.  The 
Tree Lighting Ceremony was very successful. Lots of people commented on how great the entertainment was. 
Pictured below center are Tim Patton, a home decorating contest judge, and Maria Norvell. 
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Photos courtesy of Diana Lejins 
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Bill & Adriana Dillon 

Scott & Pamela Wasserman 
Nicole K. Springs 

Monday, January 23, 7 p.m. 

Mixer with Refreshments at 6:45 p. m. 

Veterans Park Social Hall  

101 East 28th Street 

Featured Speaker: Robert Zur Schmiede, Deputy Director of Development, who will discuss 
the impacts of loosing Redevelopment Agency Funding and how the City is  re-structuring to 

meet neighborhood needs. 

 

Update—Mandatory Flood Insurance for Mortgaged Wrigley Properties                                    

Tim Lee,  Office of Congresswoman Laura Richardson 

 

Free parking & on-site child care provided, if requested in advance by calling Maria at 427-5021! 

Don’t forget that due to President’s Day Holiday,  

the February Meeting will be held on the 27th instead of the 20th. 

Notice of Action Items on Agenda for Membership Consideration  

 

Motion to Support City Council Proposal to Designate a Port Impact Zone for the Purposes of 
Conducting a Health Impact Assessment to Address Mitigation Issues 

Motion to Support a Letter from WANA to Oppose the Certification of SCIG Rail Yard Draft EIR 

Motion to Support State Senate Bill 659 (Pedilla), which postpones dissolution of Redevelopment 
Agencies 
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Tree Lighting Ceremony Held December 9 
Sponsored by WANA and the 2011 Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane Holiday Committee  

 

Following introductory remarks by our 7th District Councilmember,   Entertainment was provided by the 
Bernie Pearl Blues Band featuring Wrigley Vocalist Sherry Pruit, Stearns Musical Theatre Com-
pany and Santa’s Song Birds Gospel Singers.  We sang holiday songs & shared hot chocolate & 
cookies!  Santa greeted passer-bys with candy canes and photo opps and helped collect donations for 
the Long Beach Community Food Drive.  

Photographs courtesy of Diana Lejins. 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WANA thanks the 2011 Christmas Tree Lighting Sponsors:  City of Long Beach, VANCO Properties, the 
Port of Long Beach, The Long Beach Airport, the Long Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau and Waste 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Stearns Musical Theatre    
Company 

Santa’s Helper                
Victoria Reynafarje 

Santa’s Song Birds 
Gospel Singers 
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The Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane Holiday Program Committee 

The Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane Holiday Program is planned and executed by volunteers working 
in collaboration with the City of Long Beach.  The following community members and City staff have dedi-
cated countless hours to making sure the 2011 Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane Holiday Program are 
the best Christmas events in the City of Long Beach and any neighborhood in the country!.  

CITY OF LONG BEACH REPRESENTATIVES 
 

James Johnson, District 7 Councilmember 
Dave Ashman, Special Events 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
 

Joan Greenwood 
Jill Hill 

Colleen McDonald 
Maria Norvell 

Photographs Courtesy of Diana Lejins 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
 

Nancy Risch 
Kris Thorton 

Jim Trout 



Dear Friends, 
 

 As we start a new year, I would like to reflect on significant accom-
plishments from last year that will make Wrigley and Long Beach a better 
place to live.  

 One key accomplishment was increasing access to open space. In 
March, we saw the grand opening of the largest dog park in the city of Long 
Beach, the Wrigley Heights Dog Park. Just north of this dog park, we had a 
groundbreaking for a new park on Baker Street, which will open in 
2012.  Both of these parks showed how we could take advantage of con-
verting empty space into active, open areas, while seeking grant funding 
and using minimal city funds.  We also held a series of meetings for the up-
coming improvements to the Wrigley Greenbelt, a new park that will stretch from Willow Street to Wardlow 
Road along the Los Angeles River.  Using a $1 million grant from the County of Los Angeles, this area will 
be rehabilitated with native plants and trees, walking and horse trails, sitting areas with picnic tables and 
access to the regional bike and horse trails.  This project will also break ground in 2012.  Finally, just east 
of Wrigley, we secured funding for the California Gardens park project.  This park, when completed, will 
be the largest park in Long Beach west of Redondo Ave, at over 40 acres.  The first phase of the park will 
be opening a 4-acre hilltop vista in the summer of 2012. 
 

 We also made significant progress toward a more fiscally sound city.  We passed two historic pen-
sion reform agreements with the Long Beach Firefighters and Police that will allow the city to live within its 
means and reduce future cuts to core services. Under the agreement, the Police and Fire pension reforms 
will save the city $69 million and $35.9 million respectively, over the next ten years. These savings will 
help us maintain vital services. 
 

 Additionally, the Council approved my motion to reallocate a portion of our residential street repair 
funds to preventative street maintenance. By maintaining our streets instead of waiting to fix them once 
they’ve gone to disrepair, we can save the city a projected $30 million over the next 20 years.  In the dis-
trict, our more efficient policies in street and sidewalk repair allowed us to repair 48 blocks of sidewalks 
(as opposed to the 21 blocks we were previously scheduled to repair) and 24 blocks of streets (as op-
posed to the 6 blocks previously scheduled).  In addition to being more efficient with our money, we in-
creased our investment in our city infrastructure (such as streets and sidewalks) by $5.5 million. 
 
 Part of what makes Wrigley so beautiful is our trees, which is why I focused on improving tree trim-
ming in the neighborhood.  The Council approved my motion to increase our tree-trimming budget by 
70%, resulting in dramatic increases in tree trimming in Wrigley this year. 
 

 Furthermore, my staff and I were busy providing top-notch service to residents in the 7th Dis-
trict.  This year we closed 1,283 code enforcement cases, helped home and business owners with over 
$160,000 in loans or rebates for improvements, removed 1,351 illegal signs that blight neighborhoods, 
removed 96.5 tons of trash from our parks and streets through a variety of cleanups, planted 135 trees, 
removed graffiti from 4,709 locations containing 59,223 tags, and closed 2,427 constituent cases. 
 

 I’m looking forward to another successful year.  In addition to the Wrigley Greenbelt, the Baker 
Street Park, California Gardens and tree trimming, this year will see both Magnolia and Spring Street be 
designed for repair.  We will also utilize a million dollar grant from the MTA to make dramatic improve-
ments to Willow Street, adding trees, upgrading the streetlights and medians, and more.  I look forward to 
bringing more information on each of these projects to upcoming community meetings in 2012. 
 

Sincerely, 
James Johnson 

Councilmember, 7th District 
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The Johnsons—James, Maria & 
Theodore- at the Christmas Tree 

Lane Parade 

(Photo Credit:  Diana Lejins) 
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Without the generous support of the City of Long Beach, our major sponsors ($500 and above), local or-
ganizations and our Community Work Day Volunteers (pictured below) the Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree 
Lane and Parade might have faded into history.   
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Entertainment nights- all four nights were a big success. On Saturday the 17
th
. we had light drizzle throughout the 

evening, but the audience and the performers didn’t mind. They were all great lots of people with umbrellas they 
stayed for all the groups. The fire dancers held the crowd at AWH they were amazing to watch. 
I could go on and on there’s so much to say about Daisy.   
 

I will finish by thanking all of our Sponsors:  Vanco Properties, Port of Long Beach, Long Beach Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, Waste Management, Supervisor Don Knabe, L.B. Police Officers Association, L.B. Firefighters Union 
372, Senator Alan Lowenthal, John Deats, West Long Beach Association, Keesal, Young and Logan, Long Beach 
Grand Prix Association, Assembly Woman Bonnie Lowenthal, LBS Financial Credit Union, Buono’s Pizzeria, Fortune 
Realty, PCH Poultry and Market, Dr. Jay Jazayeri, Oil Operators, Inc., Arts Council for Long Beach, Long Beach Air-
port and in-kind donations from ATLAS MARINE & DESERT EXPRESS.  

Convention & Visitors Bureau 



2011 — 2012 Membership Application 
Please list the names of all residents over the age of 18 at the membership address.   

Members receive newsletters by mail every month.  I/we agree to abide by WANA Bylaws.  
                                                    

NAME (NAMES): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING/STREET ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY____________________STATE ____ ZIP____________  PHONE _____________________         
 
E-MAIL     ________________________ 
 
DUES PER ADDRESS:   $       15.00      For  February 1, 2012—September 30, 2012  
 
OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS:  $_________   For Special Events, Postage & Government Filing Fees 
                (Please make checks payable to WANA.) 
 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS:  $_________   For DAISY AVENUE CHRISTMAS TREE LANE 
(ID # 74-3222323)               (Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF WANA.) 
 
      $_________   For CRESSA HABITAT RESTORATION PROGRAM 
                             (Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF WANA) 
      
      $_________   TOTAL PAYMENT  □  Cash   □  Check # _______ 
 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:   
 

□  Wrigley Resident/Household      □  Wrigley Business/Wrigley Group  □  Non-Wrigley Resident/Business  
 

Please check box if you are interested in VOLUNTEERING for WANA activities. □ 
 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL TO:                       
WANA, P.O. BOX 6370, LONG BEACH CA 90806.   

 
Your 2011-2012 MEMBERSHIP CARD will be mailed to you.  
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COOKIES  FOR 
SENIORS 

For the  fifth year, WANA is 
again looking forward to visiting  
Seniors on February 14 for Val-
entine’s Day at Del Mar and 
Brethren Manor Assisted Living 
facilities, bringing a “sweet” Val-
entine to all. 

WANA Members love sharing 
their culinary talents and some 
kitchens around Wrigley have 
that yummy smell!  If you’d like to make a Senior smile, 
bake up a batch.  We need sugar-free and regular 
cookies and a volunteer for bakers to drop off their 
cookies on Feb 13.  Call Maria at 427-5021 to partici-
pate. 

CRESSA PARK  
AREA CLEANUP 

 

Saturday, February 4, 2011 
from 9 am to Noon     
 
Meet on the 900 Block of    
West 19th Street    
 
Come on out and give us a hand.  
All volunteers will receive a 
FREE, reusable bag courtesy of 
our City of Long Beach Environ-
mental Services Bureau. Computers, TV’s and tires will 
also be collected and recycled.   All tools and refresh-
ments provided.   Call Nancy at (562) 426-5266 or e-
mail Jill at Jhill2075@verizon.net for more information. 

 



 

Directors 
      Gloria Bolanos      Frank Kozlowski        Don Raines                      Timothy Risch                 Jim Trout 

 

2011-2012 Executive Board 

Maria Norvell, President  
562-427-5021 
wrigleyalliance@gmail.com 

Joan Greenwood, Vice President 
562-599-0812 
jgreenwood8679@gmail.om 

Jill Hill, Secretary 
562-599-1822 
jhill2075@verizon.net 

Nancy Risch, Treasurer  
562-426-5266 
nrisch51@yahoo.com 

 
Don’t Forget!  Due to the President’s Day Holiday on the 16th, 
our February Meeting will be held a week later on Monday, 

Feb 27 at Veterans Park, 7 p.m.   

Even the dogs in Wrigley enjoy a great Parade!  

(Photos Courtesy of Diana Lejins) 

Above: Tree Lighting Ceremony audience 

Above: Parade Audience 

Above: Entertainment Night Audience 


