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From the Board of Directors 

Welcome to 2012 and the roller coaster it is expected to be. Mother Nature and politics are 
competing for dominance of our attention over and above the stresses, activities and 
responsibilities of our daily lives. We are, however, Texans and Americans and these types of 
issues are well within our grasp and we will handle them as we handle everything else – with 
style and finesse. 

Sivage Homes has started the first of the new Unit 6 along Copper Gate, Copper Way, and 
Thornton Lane. Please stop by and take a look at the new model. As we look to the future, it 
looks like the HOA will acquire a new director before Unit 6 and Unit 5 are completed. 
According to Article 19 of the CCR’s, on December 31, 2014, Sivage Homes will convert their 3 
votes per lot to one (1) vote per lot just like homeowners. At this time a special meeting will be 
held to elect a second member of the Board of Directors from the homeowners, giving the 
homeowners effective control of the HOA. With this comes the responsibility to be able to 
operate the HOA in a responsible manner. To this end, the current members of the Board of 
Directors asks all homeowners to start taking an active role in the HOA so that when December 
31, 2014 comes around, the HOA will be in a position to responsibly operate the HOA. See 
sections below for more information on participation. 

News Around The HOA 

Monument 

Sivage Homes has agreed to rebuild the current monument on Copper Gate at Loop 1604. This 
will cost an approximate $8,000 to accomplish but will definitely improve the appearance of our 
HOA both for ourselves and potential new homeowners and neighbors. 

Fence along Copper Gate 

Since this fence has been constructed, there has been a significant amount of damage sustained to 
this fence. Children going to and coming from school have been causing damage (kicking and 
breaking) many of the slats which also affect the homeowners on the opposite side of that fence. 
To date, Sivage Homes has been making repairs at their cost (estimated at several thousand 
dollars so far). Some homeowners have come forward to name potential offenders and this 
information has been given to the Converse Police for investigation. Should you notice someone 
causing damage to this fence, please notify the Converse Police at their non-emergency number 
(658-2322). If we do not get a handle on this activity, it will not only affect the perception of our 
community, but the HOA will end up having to pick up the tab for repairs. This kind of behavior 
is not only destructive to the fence, it is destructive to our community in ways that eat at the heart 
of our community. We have a beautiful community and sometimes we must work together to see 



 

 

that the random acts of the few do not cause the destruction and disgrace of the many. Please 
help your community to police this situation so it does not get any further out of hand. Thank 
you. Paul W. Clauss, Director/Vice President, MOC HOA. 

Neighborhood Watch 

I have been approached by several homeowners who have an interest in being a part of a 
Neighborhood Watch program. Unfortunately, as with many homeowners of late, no one wants 
to lead this program and coordinate the training and operation of a MOC HOA Neighborhood 
Watch program. This is an excellent program and helps eliminate problems such as the fence 
issue mentioned above. If you would like to help your neighbors and become a leader in your 
HOA, I invite you the HOA committee meeting scheduled for Monday February 13, 2012 at the 
model home. Even if you are not interested in becoming the leader of this committee but still 
want to be a part of a Neighborhood Watch program, please attend this committee meeting as we 
will still need homeowners interested in participation in the program. 

Deed Restrictions 

One of the most common complaints received by the Deeds Restriction committee is barking 
dogs at night. Article 11 of the CCR’s states that “Incessant barking or howling of pets shall be 
deemed a nuisance and is prohibited.” Make sure AMS (829-7202) is aware of the situation. 
Also, call the police (non-emergency number – 658-2322) as this violates city ordinances. If 
there is a common time for this occurrence, contact animal control (also at 658-2322) and they 
will also address the issue. 

On the subject of dogs, they are required to either be confined in your backyard or on a leash if 
they are going to be in the front yard. Dogs are not allowed to wander the neighborhood freely or 
off leash even if you are walking with them. I realize that your dog would never attack or chase 
anyone, but unfortunately there are those that that will and that affects everyone. These are not 
only HOA rules, but city of Converse ordinances as well. So please, take good care of your dog 
and keep him/her under control at all times. 

Speeding is also a problem within our HOA and the surrounding area. However, speed bumps 
are not going to be installed primarily because they effect emergency vehicle operation. The 
police department has been active in writing tickets on the Copper Gate/Copper Way area and 
the Copper Falls/Copper Mesa area. They cannot, however, spend all day there. I will ask them 
to see if they can continue to step up patrols to get the message out that our area could be a speed 
trap and it might in the offenders best interest to go around us (though this is unlikely due to the 
changes to Loop 1604). 

Thanks. Lorraine Clauss, Deed Restrictions Chairwoman. 

Park/Playground 

In discussions with the other board members, here is where we are currently. Local Sivage 
Homes representatives have contacted their chief executive and he has apparently agreed to 
supply the HOA with a piece of property that would be suitable for a park/playground. This is 
likely to be in Unit 5 which has not been platted at this time due to revisions that need to be 
made due to changes in that area. Between last year and this year, there will be a total of $10,000 



 

 

in a budget line item for the construction of this park/playground when it is determined where it 
will be located. We, as a community, need to begin to realistically look at what requirements we 
would like to see in this project so we can better prepare to make it a reality. I will create a 
discussion board on the web site so we can develop a proposal for this. 

Web Site 

We have an HOA web site (http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Copperfield_HOA/home) . It has 
recently been upgraded and I am still learning about its features. However, there are some 
important documents located there such as the CCR’s and the Architectural Control Committee 
form for making changes to your home and property. I intend to utilize the web site for future 
communication as the cost of printed communication is very high (and, unfortunately, some of 
you don’t look at anyway). The notice of Annual Meeting will, however, still be mailed to home 
owners as well as any Special Meetings. 

Legislative Updates Regarding HOA’s 

Here are some of the bullet points from the most recent Texas legislative session. This is only a 
very brief overview. Details will be available on the web site. Note, however, that although there 
are some things (like solar devices) allowed, there are still some restrictions and they will require 
approval of the Architectural Control Committee (ACC).  Also, during the development period 
(defined in the bills) some of the new do not apply.   

• Religious Door Displays 
• Solar Devices 
• Energy Efficient Roofing 
• Flag and Flagpole 
• Rain barrels 
• Elections 

o Process 
o Voting Rights 
o Tabulation 
o Notice 
o Recount 

• Mandatory Annual Meetings 
• Board meetings 

o Executive Session 
o Notice to Members 

• Records Access 
o Production and Copying Policy 
o Privacy Issues 
o Penalties 

• Record Retention Policy 
• Payment Plan 

o Priority of Payments 
o Third Party Debt Collectors 
o Lien Filing 
o Foreclosure 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Copperfield_HOA/home


 

 

These are new changes and are considered a part of our current CCR’s even if they haven’t been 
specifically written in and incorporated, so check out the web site for further details. You can 
find the web site at http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Copperfield_HOA/home . 

Committees 

As we approach the milestone of majority control of the HOA Board of Directors, we must 
become more involved in our community. Up to this point, our community has been served by 
only a few, committed individuals. They have served you well, but need your help to move 
forward. These people include Jessica Snipes (who recently moved away from MOC HOA), 
Linnae Allen, Lorraine Clauss, David Harness and Reginal Harris. However, in order for our 
Association to survive and thrive, we need better participation from home owners. Please 
consider volunteering your time and effort to your HOA – it is important to all of us. Here are the 
Committees we have set up and need help with. 

• Newsletter 
• Safety/Neighborhood Watch 
• Civic Affairs (currently chaired by Jennifer Cave) 
• Deed Restrictions (current chaired by Lorraine Clauss) 
• Web site 
• Budget (currently chaired by Robert Whiting) 
• Beautification 
• Park/Playground 

We will have our first meeting of 2012 at the model home at 5:PM on Monday February 13, 
2012. All home owners are invited to see how their HOA works, but this is not a board of 
directors meeting; it is a committee meeting where we address issues related to the particular 
committee and how it affects our community. Issues raised here can, however, be elevated to the 
board for consideration. 

Finally, I want to thank you for your vote and your vote of confidence for those who attended the 
Annual meeting or provided a Proxy vote. My goal in this term is to prepare us for the inevitable 
transition to an independent HOA where Homeowners are in majority control. This won’t 
happen for a couple of years yet, but we are not currently ready to accept this responsibility, 
though we are capable. 

It takes people being involved to make an HOA successful. Relying solely on the management 
company to administer our operations does not serve our greater good; we must be involved in 
our destiny and utilize support operations like the management company to achieve the goals we 
set. Having many people involved in committees and directorships brings a wealth of experience 
and diversity to the HOA that a small group of people simply cannot do. I look forward to 
working for you and with you. Together we can make this a great HOA. 

Respectfully, 

Paul W. Clauss, Director/Vice President, MOC HOA 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Copperfield_HOA/home

