
  

Nick Fontana is an active Manor Park 

community member, husband, father, 

and local entrepreneur. Nick, a native 

of Port Author, Texas, finished his 

formal education at The University of 

Texas. He worked as a landscape 

irrigator in Austin, swinging at 

limestone with a pick-ax. Getting tired 

and needing more from his career, he 

a Texas BBQ joint in Chinatown. “I 

wanted the Texas expatriates, as well as 

the locals, to have a place to experience 

Texas in both the food and décor. From 

the moment you walk through Capital 

Q’s doors, you have crossed the 

border.” Nick’s next venture was 

Cantina Marina, located in the 

Gangplank Marina, it is the only 

and chicken dance at a few hundred 

weddings, he spent two years at one of 

D.C.’s top fine dining rooms and 

continued his informal re-education of 

running other people’s restaurants. 

Nick, however, still dreamed of owning 

his own restaurant that smelled and 

tasted like Texas.  Eventually he was 

able to convince a very brave lender 

with a very high interest rate to finance 

private party or corporate outing.  

Capital Q BBQ ~ 707 H Street NW 
Cantina Marina ~ 600 Water Street SW 

began a career in food & 

beverage. Nick became a 

tuxedo-clad waiter and cooked 

tableside, maitre’d, and 

worked as beverage manager 

of a high volume conference 

center. After growing tired of 

banquets and being forced to 

listen to the achy-breaky heart 

restaurant on top of the 

water, offering a unique Gulf 

Coast/Cajon cuisine and 

dining perspective with 

incredible sunsets on the 

Southwest Waterfront. The 

casual cuisine and beach 

atmosphere are a great 

combination for a quick bite, 

Sunday morning bike rides through 

Rock Creek Park will not be the same 

without the exuberant and idealistic 

DuWayne Preston at the lead. 

DuWayne, member since 2010, had to 

say farewell to Manor Park in 

November to forge new opportunities 

in Delaware. During his short time in 

the community, DuWayne introduced 

cycling and boating activities to our 

neighbors as he expanded the scope 

of the activity club founded by South 

Manor Neighborhood Association. His 

desire to promote healthy activities 

spurred him to wade into digital 

publishing as he began producing an 

online n

Sunday morning bike rides through 

Rock Creek Park will not be the same 

without the exuberant and idealistic 

DuWayne Preston at the lead. 

DuWayne, member since 2010, had 

to say farewell to Manor Park in 

November to forge new 

opportunities in Delaware. During 

his short time in the community, 

DuWayne introduced cycling and 

boating activities to our neighbors as 

he expanded the scope of the 

activity club founded by South 

Manor Neighborhood Association. 

His desire to promote healthy 

activities spurred him to wade into 

digital publishing as he began 

producing an online newsletter that 

detailed the group’s biking and 

canoe experiences, health 

information, and provided 

entertaining jokes and stories. 

DuWayne was awarded a Grassroots 

Award at the 2011 D.C. Federation 

of Civic Association’s Annual 

Scholarship Awards Celebration and 

Dinner. You will be missed! 

Next Meeting:  

6:30pm ~  Wednesday, January 4, 2012 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

(5301 N Capitol St NE) 
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Walmart is moving ahead with 

a bold plan to open six locations in 

the District, one of which will 

anchor the Ft. Totten 

Square Development, that will 

certainly usher in a new 

community dynamic. The Ft. 

Totten location will occupy most of 

the first floor of the Ft. Totten 

Square project and sit below some 

350 apartments along Riggs Rd, 

NE. In response to public 

pressure, city council concerns or 

whatever the reasons may be, 

Walmart announced 

it's Neighborhood Partnership 

Initiative. Walmart intends to 

also "…identify and create 

charitable partnerships during 

this timeline worth $21 million in 

critical areas of unmet needs 

such as hunger relief, health and 

wellness, education and workforce 

development...”  Walmart plans to focus 

on creating jobs in the communities 

through the use of hiring centers located 

near each site, as well as job fairs and 

cooperation with Community Groups. 

Projects will utilize DC based 

contractors and distributors for at least 

35% of work.  

–  thetottenlife.blogspot.com 

Spotlight on Local Entrepreneurs 

 Tequilla Williams of The Lounge Uptown 

 Edith Hancock of EcoGreen 

P.O. Box 60247 
Washington, DC 20039 

Contact Ron Austin at 202-369-0331          
www.neighborhoodlink.com/South_Manor_Neighborhood_Association 

http://thetottenlife.blogspot.com/2010/10/ft-totten-square-finally-getting.html
http://thetottenlife.blogspot.com/2010/10/ft-totten-square-finally-getting.html
http://thetottenlife.blogspot.com/2010/03/riggs-rd-and-south-dakota-intersection.html
http://www.walmartwashingtondc.com/assets/DC-Community-Partnership-Initiative-copy.pdf
http://www.walmartwashingtondc.com/assets/DC-Community-Partnership-Initiative-copy.pdf

