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WELCOME AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
I like where I live because I can walk my dogs on 
our streets in the dark without having to worry, 
because if I need to borrow a cup of ketchup at 
9:00 at night I can run to my neighbor’s house and 
they’ll let me in, because if there is something 
going on at the other end of the neighborhood I 
can pick up the phone and call a neighbor and find 
out what’s happening.  In the summer time, we 
picnic together for our annual National Night Out 
and in the winter we put out our luminaries and 
enjoy each other’s Christmas decorations.  I like 
community.  I like our community.  We all 
purchased these homes in this community 
because we liked what we saw and how the 
neighborhood was presented.   
 
I became president of this association because I 
felt the need to keep our community strong.  We all 
know that as a country we are going through tough 
economic times.  My feeling is that if we keep our 
community strong by not only instilling a sense of 
community, but also by keeping up the physical 
appearance of our community, we will continue to 
keep our property values up and our investments 
intact. 

 
 

    Continued on page 2 

 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH: 

The best crime prevention device is a good 
neighborhood and we are a good 
neighborhood. The security steps we take as 
a group are just as important as the things you 
do individually. 

The Neighborhood Watch program operates 
on the concept that effective crime prevention 
requires cooperation with law enforcement. 
Neighborhood Watch is "neighbors looking out 
for the welfare of their neighbors." It is a 
coalition of citizens who are concerned about 
the neighborhood where they live and are 
willing to become involved in the betterment of 
their community. 

It is only by working together that we can truly 
be effective in our fight against crime.  Law 
enforcement can do a lot to prevent crime, 
both through intense patrol efforts and 
educational programs. However, all this can 
be ineffectual if we do not do our part to deny 
the criminal the opportunity to commit a crime.  
It takes three ingredients to make a crime: 
desire, ability, and opportunity. Take away any 
ingredient and the recipe will fail; there will be 
no crime. Properly locked doors, 
neighborhood awareness, reporting 
suspicious persons or activity, identifying your 
valuables, all deprive the would-be criminal of 
an easy target. 

Neighborhood Watch Tips: What to Watch 

For: 

 Suspicious persons or activities 

 Someone screaming or shouting for 

 help 

 Anyone being forced into a vehicle 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There are several ways to build strength in our 
community, for example: 
 

 CARE AND CONCERN 

 COMMUNITY  SUPPORT/PARTICIPATION 

 UPKEEP 
 

Finally, we need to pay our association fees.  
When each of us moved into this neighborhood, we 
were made aware of our obligation to pay the 
homeowner fees. These fees are paid once a year at 
the rate of $125.00.   This breaks down to about 
$10.42 per month.  A copy of the proposed budget 
was provided to and voted on by each homeowner 
who attended our annual meeting in October 2009.   
                    

There are currently nine (9) or approximately 
10% of the homes in our community which have not 
paid their past due association fees and now have 
had liens placed upon their properties.   We have 
had to retain an attorney on behalf of our association 
for the collection of past due fees.  Those 
homeowners have been made aware that if they 
become current on their fees (along with the attorney 
fees and costs associated with collection of those 
fees) that a Satisfaction of the Lien will be recorded 
and the matter will be dropped.  Since assuming 
responsibility for our association, our Board has 
collected at least five of the outstanding past due 
accounts.   

 
Please pay your fees by the due date of February 
15, 2010.   We have given an additional two weeks 
for payment of the fees this year.  If you have a 
problem paying your fees on time, please contact me 
at 221-4453.   Remember this, as in any of your 
other bills, is an obligation. 

  
Thank you for all that you do.   Please provide the 
Board with an updated email address as well as a 
contact phone number for you (day and night) in 
order that we will be able to contact you in the event 
of an emergency. 
  
Please direct your communications to the Board  
Hickoryhollow@live.com if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
  
 Jeanne Riggen, President 
Hickory Hollow Homeowner’s Association 

 

 Property being taken out of houses or 

buildings where no one is home, or the 

business is closed 

  A stranger running through private yards 

or alleyways 

  Vehicles passing by numerous times, 

suspiciously parked or traveling 

alleyways with no lights or apparent  

Protect Yourself By 

 Use good lighting – keep low watt bulbs 
in your outside lights – keep lights on at 
night 

  Use good lock security 

  Keeping shrubs trimmed. 

  Locking all doors and windows  

 Whenever your house is unoccupied let 
a trusted neighbor know when you are 
on vacation. Don't advertise!! Stop 
deliveries and have all mail picked up. 

     

Finally, volunteer to be a member of your 

Neighborhood Watch group!  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP  TO PREVENT 

CRIME IN OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD.   

 

DON’T LEAVE IT TO SOMEONE ELSE TO 

TAKE CARE OF YOUR HOME AND 

LOVED ONES.  

  
 

           

Continued from page 1 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency   911 

Sheriff (non-
emergency) 

 630-0500 

Fire and Rescue 
(non emergency)  

 630-0529 

JEA   665-6000 

Property Appraiser  630-2014 

Zone 2 Substation 726-5100 

Supervisor of Elections  630-1410 

Tax Collector  630-1916 

 Animal Control  630-2489 

Large trash pickup 630-2489 

Hickory Hollow – 
Jeanne Riggen 
 

221-4453 
 

 

GARDENING TIPS 

Dead or not, that is the question for many gardeners this month. 

Unusually cold temperatures slid into our regions with the New 

Year, but not all their consequences can be known yet. Right 

away the melted detris shows up, rosebuds and camellia 

flowers are obviously ruined. But more awaits.  

Signs of Cold Damage 
The keywords for surveying cold damage are simple: don't be in 
a hurry to declare defeat. Brown, very pale, or oddly white 
leaves (on shrubs especially) may present themselves right 
away or over the course of a month after the prolonged freeze. 
It is a more hopeful sign when such leaves drop off right away 
as it shows the plant can shed them. Do not cut back these 
plants that look frozen in time. Wait to see whether the leaves 
perk up or fall off, and look for new stems coming up at the base 
of the shrub. After a month or two, if the leaves just sit there and 
no new growth emerges from the existing stems or new ones, 
the shrub is toast. At any point and certainly at the last moment 
before giving up on a woody plant, do the scratch test to be sure 
it's dead. Start at the tip of a branch and scratch a bit of bark off 
with your thumbnail. If it's green underneath, it is alive.  
 
Good News 
More roots have survived than you may think. That makes it 
important not to yank on the tops of green plants to remove 
them. Tug gently, cut the tops off, or use a small saw to cut 
through thick green stems too soft for a lopper to cut. Rare 
opportunities come to our regions with very cold weather, too. 
It's hard to follow the directions to prune plants like ornamental 
grass, liriope, and roses when they never go dormant. Without 
such rejuvenation at least occasionally, grass clumps flop from 
their overgrown middles and ground cover clumps stop 
blooming. Many grasses are now completely browned, clumping 
ground covers are looking ratty, and most roses got nipped. 
Besides flowers and buds, rose leaves have taken on red tones 
from exposure to the cold. Shear off the grasses and ground 
covers right away, but wait a few weeks to prune the roses. 
Everyone hopes the cold snap will suppress insects like fire 
ants, and we can hope that it does. There's a better chance that 
insect eggs resting over the winter on branches, including pesky 
scale insects.  
 
Late Comers 
Some damage to plants in the wake of the freezes won't show 
up for months. Buds may not open on azaleas, for example, or a 
branch or branches never seem to wake up with signs of 
growth. In that case, inspect the base of the shrubs for splits 
near ground level. They happen as the frozen stem begins to 
take up water. Its cells engorge and expand too fast, splitting 
the bark. Such shrubs can be cut back in an effort to stimulate 
new growth, but the odds are no better than 50/50 for their 
ultimate survival. Now may be a good time to consider what 
you'd like to do in those parts of the landscape if replanting 
becomes necessary.  

 Courtesy of The Home Depot Gardening Club – Regional 
Report 2010 
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