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Bloomingdale Neighborhood 

Association Officers 

 427-2531  

Gretchen Johnson, President 

BloomingdaleNAPrez@gmail.com 

Robert Martin, Vice President 

Connie Newman, Secretary 

BloomingdaleNASec@gmail.com  

Jean Mendenhall Treasurer 

BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com  

Eddie Coble Editor 

BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com 

Bloomingdale Website 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/

Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/home  

Meeting Information 

3rd Saturday of the month 

Community Room (off Short St.) 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

609 Putnam Street 

10:00 a.m. 

An advance Microsoft Publisher class 

was sponsored by: 

 

The poinsettia was introduced into the 

United States in 1825 by Joel Poinsett. 

The poinsettia is a part of the Euphor-

biaceae family and native to Mexico. 

The flower is actually  colored bracts 

(modified leaves). Thus  pricing is gov-

erned by the size of the plant. 

The flowers or cyathia of the poinsettia 

are in the center of the colorful bracts. 

A fresh poinsettia is one on which little 

or no yellow pollen is showing on the 

flower clusters in the center of the 

bracts. Plant that have shed their pol-

len will soon drop their colorful bract. 

The poinsettias represent over 85 per-

cent of the potted plant sales during 

the holiday season. 98 percent of all 

poinsettias are exported from the 

United States and are commercially 

grown in all 50 states. The Paul Ecke 

Ranch in California grows over 80 per-

cent of poinsettias in the U.S. for the 

wholesale market and 90 of all the 

flowering poinsettias in the world got 

their start at their ranch.               

Source: University of Illinois Extension 

Notes from Nan 
As the rainbow of leaves rustle to the 
ground, it is officially fall! Yes it is that 
time when the winds blow and warm 
gives way to cold. Before you know it 
here comes the turkey and Poinsettias! 
 
Fall is the time to put your landscape to 
bed, prune those perennials, cut the 

lawn for the last time, and mulch your 
beds. When in doubt, check your gar-
dening book for further care. Now you 
are ready to hunker down for the winter 
the holidays and of course, Poinsettias.  
 
Here are some tips to keep them look-
ing spiffy throughout the season.  
 
Keep in mind that most of these plants 
are raised in a greenhouses under per-
fect conditions, 60-70 degrees, and are 
native to the tropics. Yes, our favorite 
cold weather decoration is native to a 
hot climate so it makes sense these 
plant are not happy in our area. It is for 
this reason you should place it in a 
warm, sunny window and make sure 
the leaves do not touch the window-
pane.  
 
When purchasing, be sure to choose a 
plant with bright green foliage, strong 
stems, and flowers that are not show-
ing yellow pollen. The actual true flow-
ers are the small bulb-like growth just 
above the colored bracts. Make sure to 
have the retailer put the plant in a pa-
per sleeve to protect it during transport 
and cold temperatures. They do not do 
well in temperatures below 50 degrees. 
Also, make sure to check for drainage 
holes in the bottom of the pot. If the 
plant is wrapped in foil, be sure to 
make holes in it as well. Water only 
when dirt is dry to the touch. For best 
results, water thoroughly until water 
runs out of the bottom, let drain. DO 
NOT let the pot stand in water! Soggy 
soil will cause root rot and kill the plant!  
                                                                                                                                                                      
Remember, this plant does not come 
from here, so don’t get too discouraged 
if you see a leaf fall every now and 
then, it’s just throwing a tantrum be-
cause it doesn’t like it here! I hope that 
these guidelines will help you in your 
quest to keep your season green! 
Happy Blooming Holidays! 
     
Source:  Nan Coble and Purdue Publication HO-

73-W  http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/HO-073.pdf 

mailto:BloomingdaleNAPrez@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNASec@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/home
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/home
http://www.fwuea.org/fwuea/index.cfm
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=P000404
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/poinsettia/facts.cfm
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/HO-073.pdf


 

1327 North Wells Street 

Fort Wayne IN 46808 

Fax 260-422-8715 

Joshua D. Harper, Funeral Director 

A Legacy of Service 

Generations of Community Support 

Special thanks to all the people  

who support the  

Bloomingdale Neighborhood  

Association 

Rev. Matthew J. Leffler, Sr., Pastor 

609 Putnam Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

Phone: (260) 422-7924 – Fax: (260) 422-4288 
 

Services: Sunday at 9:00 to 11:00 am. 

Food Bank: Mon-Wed-Fri 9:00-11:30 am. 

Thrift Shop: Tue and Thu 10:00 to 3:30 pm. 

A Baby’s Closet: Sat 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
2135 Wells Street  260-426-3052 

Fort Wayne, IN 46808                   800-233-0448 

www.moringsflowersin.com 

 

Doug Moring 

 

Do you know your neighbor? Many 

Bloomingdale residents never wave, 

speak or acknowledge their neighbor. 

Believe it or not but being a friendly 

neighbor is the best neighborhood 

watch program. It is a good thing to 

have their telephone numbers so you 

can make contact if an event should 

occur.  If you have an alley access ga-

rage, buy a motion activated light for 

your garage which will illuminate the 

entrance and cast a glow onto the al-

ley. The last thing a thief wants is to 

draw attention to their presence.   

The City of Fort Wayne is very respon-

sive to residence complaints. During 

the day one can call 311 or call the 

Desk Sergeant, 427-1222 after hours. 

 Bloomingdale is a walkable neighbor-
hood—now let us make it a talk able 
neighborhood. We really do have 
friendly people in Bloomingdale. 

http://www.sloanandsonsfuneralhome.com/dm20/en_US/locations/40/4086/index.page
http://www.sloanandsonsfuneralhome.com/dm20/en_US/locations/40/4086/index.page?
http://trinityumcfortwayne.org/contact_us__map
http://www.instantautofinance.net/
http://www.moringsflowersin.com


Your Friendly 

Neighborhood 

Watering Hole Since 

1935 

Spring @ Sherman 

426-1088 

Open Mon-Fri 10:00 am 

Daily Specials 

Closed Sunday 

Your City Council 
3rd District 

Tom Didier (260) 489-4559 

tdidiers5@frontier.com 

5th and the south part of the  

3rd Districts 

Tim Pape (260) 423-9411 

pape@carsonboxberger.com 

Winter Vehicle Maintenance can 

save you a headache or even your life. 
The following top-to-bottom list will 
help eliminate an unforeseen situation.  
 

Replace your windshield wipers. 
Freezing rain will soon be 
upon us and new blades will 
wipe the windshield with a 
clean sweep. Even better, they 
will clean that nasty road film 
created the tail wind from the 
vehicle in front of you. 

Clean battery post. Dirty battery 
posts restricts the charging 
system from keeping the bat-
tery fully charged. If a battery 
is failing it will fail, most likely 
in the coldest time of the sea-
son. 

Fill the windshield washer con-
tainer. A full container should 
get you through the winter. 
There is nothing worse than 
hearing that funny noise fol-
lowed by a series of mini 
squirts, then nothing! 

Check your antifreeze. The radia-
tor contains a 50/50 mixture of 
water and antifreeze. It is an 
essential part of the cooling/
heating system of you vehicle. 
Neglect the radiator and you 
may find yourself without heat 
and it is ten degrees below 
zero outside. If you have an 
older vehicle, consider having 
your mechanic do a radiator 
flush. 

Transmission fluid should be 
checked. Make sure the level 
is correct, if not, visit your me-
chanic. 

Inspect your tires because they are 

your last line of defense be-
tween you and the object in 
front of the bumper. The Na-
tional Highway Transportation 
Safety Board stated you need 
at least 2/32 of an inch of 
depth to be safe. Do the ole 
penny test; if you can see the 
top of Lincoln’s head, you bet-
ter replace the tires. Perform 
this across the tire in several 
areas. 

Check the tire pressure. Tire pres-
sure will decrease with cold 
weather so just because the 
pressure was correct in the 
summer doesn’t mean it is 
good in February. Even pres-
sure will also help in braking to 
a straight stop. 

The is the list from top to bottom. 
Have a safe winter season. 

Workshop on Wednesday, November 
23, 2011. The workshop is sponsored 
by the Fort Wayne Parks and Recrea-
tion Association to be held at the Com-
munity Center, 233 West Main Street. 
They are having a "Teddy Bear Drive" 
to benefit children and lonely adults in 
the Fort Wayne area. All teddy bears 
collected at the Community Center will 
go to our den to be distributed during 
the Holiday Season this year. The 
bears must be in mint-condition or 
new. The event is from 4:30 to 7:00 
p.m. with many fun things for the kids 
to do at several locations downtown 
that night. This will ultimately benefit 
our neighborhood because the den is 
located here. 
 
For more information call Donna 
Gordon-Hearn at (260) 409-9886 or go 
to their web site at: 
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/
The_Disorderly_Bear_Den 

The Disorderly Bear Den 
has once again been asked 
to participate in Santa's 

Graffiti Hot Line 
449-4747 

An interesting note, the Graffiti Re-
moval Network is a program of the 
YMCA Youth Service Bureau. Graffiti 
vandalism affects both private and 
business properties. It is removed at 
no charge to the property owner. It is 
very important to report new graffiti as 
soon as you become aware of it. Re-
member, this is the signature of a per-
son or a gang. By leaving graffiti there 
leaves a message they own that area.  
 
When calling, leave the location, what 
it states, your name and contact num-
ber. 
The also take your left over latex paint. 

Radical changes in every area of English 

life resulted from the conquest of the is-

land by William the Conqueror. Norman 

ladies turned up their noses at simple An-

glo-Saxon clothing and wore an elaborate 

outer garment which they called a “skirt.” 

Soon it was observed that a fringe of 

houses clustered outside town walls was 

much like a skirt surrounding a woman’s 

feet. So it became customary to speak of a 

city’s edge as its “skirts.” Naturally, one 

who wished to indicate a house lying at 

the extreme outer border of a community 

described it as being in the outskirts. 

Source: “What’s In A Word” by Webb Garrison 

http://www.hydebros.com/about.htm
http://parrotpress.com/default.html
http://www.insiderpages.com/b/3714496797
mailto:tdidiers5@frontier.com
mailto:pape@carsonboxberger.com
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/The_Disorderly_Bear_Den
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/The_Disorderly_Bear_Den


Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association 

2012 Membership Dues Application 

January 2012—December 2012 

Business Card Size Advertisement $60.00   

[  ] Residence $5.00 – [  ] Business $10.00 

[  ] $________ Donation to help with neighborhood projects   

 

NAME:__________________________________________________ 
               (First Name/Names)             (Last Name) 
Address:________________________________________________ 

 
Phone Number: (_____) _______-___________________ 

 

Email Address:_____________________________________ 

 

 Please list 3  neighborhood concerns you  have  
1.________________________________________________________________ 

2.________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to volunteer for:  

 

Send check made payable to: 
Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association 

727 Florence Avenue 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808 

~Thank you for your support~ 

( Please cut out and enclose with your payment ) 

1130 Wells Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

Phone: (260) 424-4012 

Mon-Wed: 6a to 1p - Thu-Fri: 6a to 6p - Sat: 6a to 
1p    Closed Sunday  

 

Fort Wayne’s Finest Baker and Pastry Shop 

www.richardsbakeryfortwayne.com  

 

If you want to hear what is going on in our 

neighborhood, come to the monthly meet-

ing. Third Saturday of each month, 10:00 

am 

Monday is Garbage Collection 
Day 

Recycling Day is ‘Week A’ 

14 November and 28 November 

12 December and 26 December 

Notice:  At our July 17, 2011 we dis-

cussed our 2012 expenses. As every-

one can attest, costs are rising and we 

will not be able to meet our expenses 

next year, mainly printing cost. We 

voted and passed to keep membership 

and advertising cost the same but re-

duce the number of newsletters to four 

(4) issues per year. The newsletter will 

be printed in March, June, September 

and October.  (Corrected) 

This will eliminate delivery during the 

snow and ice season which route deliv-

ery is difficult for the great volunteers.  

Another Corridor Jewel can be 

found at 1831 Wells, the “Wells Street 
Variety Store”. When one steps into 
the store one will be overwhelmed by 
the, well, variety of merchandise 

packed into a small area. There is 
something for everybody. Remember 
grandma using Watkin products? They 
have it. Need a wooden pizza peel? 
They have it. Notary Public - they have 
one in house.  

November 1, 2010, four people were 
working the flea market on the week-
ends and doing outside shows. The 
four began talking and decided a store 
front would better serve the public by 
being open more days. Each of the 
four offered a different line of merchan-
dise, both new and gently-used items. 
Come on in and  be totally surprised! 

“You can’t solve problems with the 

same mentality you used to create 

them!”           ~ Albert Einstein~ 

http://www.richardsbakeryfortwayne.com
http://www.bueschings.com/


Auto Electronics Installation 

A.S.E. Certified Tech. 

Jesse Amaro 

Brakes•Front End•Certified Air Conditioning•Tune-ups•Electrical 

$19.95 Oil Change (on most models) 

(260) 483-9891 • 458-4859 

301 W. State Blvd.  

Reliable 

Jesse’s Auto Repair 

Residential • Commercial • Repair Work  
Bathroom Remodeling • Parts • Supplies 

2234 North Clinton Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46805-3299 

Phone: (260) 483-0572 / Fax: (260) 483-0574 
CO# 81001073 •www.northsideplumbingfw.com 

 

 

   Members of the Fort Wayne delega-
tion were scattered throughout the 
room during the closing breakfast. 
Cherise Dixie was seated up front on 
the stage with the other Steering Com-
mittee members. Once breakfast is 
completed, and the keynote speaker 
had concluded their presentation Cher-
ise approached the podium to said a 
few words on behalf of the Mayor. To-
wards the end of her talk, she said the 
word “fabulous” which was the cue 
for Debra Dambra to start singing “My 
Fort Wayne is…”  

   Once Debra sang the hook twice, 
each of the persons listed below stood 
up and shouted or sang about the ob-
ject representing Fort Wayne.   

“My Fort Wayne Is” – Debra Dambra 
John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed) –  
Mac McConnell 
The Tin Caps – Tony Ridley 
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo –  
Allen County Public Library (Genealogy) –  
Mary Morris 
Botanical Conservatory – Ellen Fox 
The Old Fort – Jean Mendenhall 
The Fort Wayne Mad Ants – Bud Mendenhall 
The Fort Wayne Komets – Audrey Stevenson 

Vera Bradley – Pat Turner 
Local Colleges and Universities – Sue Derkatsch 
The Art Museum – John Meinzen 

The Three Rivers – Cindy and Eric Keller  
  
   After each person said their part they 
moved gracefully, with lots of move-
ment, toward the front of the stage. As 
the three rivers flowed to the front of 
the room, the remaining people in the 
delegation followed and held up indi-
vidual letters spelling: RNNC FORT 
WAYNE 2012.   

   At the end they all shouted out, “MY 
KIND OF TOWN IS REALLY YOUR 

KIND OF TOWN…COME JOIN US!”  

   It was a real hit! What a way to pro-
mote Fort Wayne for sponsoring the 
conference in 2012. 

   The pictures from the conference 
were taken by Cherise Dixie, East 
Community Liaison from the Mayor’s 
office; who organized the trip to Cincin-
nati, and will be heading up the RNNC 
in 2012.  

   Mark September 27, 28, 29, 2012 on 
your calendar. To view all of Blooming-
dale events go to: http://
www.neighborhoodlink.com/
Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/events 

NWAP meeting it was reported the 

city issued 5,975 weed postings. There 

will be 30 properties up for demolition 

after the first of the year. 

A reminder from the fire department 

not to burn leaves; check/change fur-

nace filters, do not rake leaves onto 

the street and do not park over a leaf 

pile — catalytic converters can be ex-

tremely hot and can start a fire. 

The police department was pleased to 

report the most notorious neighbor-

hood thief was caught! He is credited 

for 30 to 40 car break-ins. Since he is a 

habitual offender, he should be living in 

prison for a good eight (8) years. 

Marty Bender explained why the Fire 

and Police Academy is still a good in-

vestment for the city. Because of the 

Feds mandates training for depart-

ments like EMS, Fire, Police and other 

training, makes it a win-win project for 

the city. 

Goldwings will be 

flying around Fort 
Wayne again July 4

th
 

to the 7
th
, 2012 an-

nounce at the North 
West Area Partnership 
(NWAP) meeting on 

October 20, 2011. This will be the 3
rd

 
time the Wing Dings have been to Fort 
Wayne; says something for Fort 
Wayne! There will be between 8 to 10 
thousand riders using Fort Wayne fa-
cilities and the Allen County War Me-
morial Coliseum. With Bloomingdale 
being close to the coliseum we all need 
to be alert for the increase motorcycle 
traffic and by all means, be our friendly 
selves. An interesting note on their 
website is we are, “located within a 
day’s drive of 21% of the U.S. popula-
tion-interesting point. www.wing-ding.org  

http://www.northsideplumbingfw.com
http://www.gijoesarmystore.com/
http://www.ousleyinsurance.com/
http://www.connollys.doitbest.com/
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/events
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/events
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/events
http://www.wing-ding.org


Navy Club  
1602 Wells Street 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Commander: Larry Knafel 

A Great Place To Socialize With Other Veterans 
Open to all Veterans in good standing. 

HOURS 
Wednesday – Saturday and Monday 

(Closed Tuesday and Sunday) 
OPEN  3 PM - Closing 

For membership see the Commander or Judy at the bar 

The Best Prac-

tice Neighbor-

hood Initiative 

training is designed 

to provide the 

framework, insights and lessons for 

working together to revitalize and im-

prove Fort Wayne and Allen County 

neighborhoods.  

Armed with the tools and lessons, at 

least two (2) neighborhood projects will 

be selected by the city to receive a 

grant to be implemented in Phase Two 

and the projects to be implemented by 

the neighborhood association team. 

Total grant pool available is 

$100,000! 

The Bloomingdale Association team is 

Bud Mendenhall (Team Leader), Linda 

Sackman, Jean Mendenhall and  Eddie 

Coble. 

There is stiff competition so good luck 

to the Bloomingdale Association Team! 

Source: Leadership Fort Wayne and Best Prac-

tice Neighborhood Initiative. http://

blog.leadershipfortwayne.org/?p=354  

A Dream Come True!! Yes, the 

dream of our friends Jerry and Linda 

Vandeveer came true at 11:00 am 29 

October 2011 after 12 years of hard 

work and their planting of a small     

Law Enforcement-Firefighters  

Memorial of Allen County 

memorial garden near their business. 

Since the Linda and Jerry Vandeveer 

are visionaries, Bloomingdale and the 

Wells Corridor are the beneficiaries of 

this beautiful memorial. 

As all forms of public vehicles gath-

ered, so did the department heads; 

the Mayor, Commissioner, Chiefs, 

Sherriff and even Senator Long 

slipped into the crowd.  

The event started with the Color 

Guard and the bagpipes marched 

over the Historic Wells Street Bridge 

under the flag held between two fire 

engines, then on to the memorial. It 

was very touching and moving experi-

ence. 

Sheriff Fries, I feel, summed it up 

best, "All the people on this wall, they 

were all the point of the spear. They 

were the ones that went in first. 

So, Jerry and Linda, the Bloomingdale 
community all THANK YOU for your 
persistent awareness, dedication and 
hours of hard work. You both are won-
derful people and neighbors. 

http://blog.leadershipfortwayne.org/?p=354
http://blog.leadershipfortwayne.org/?p=354
http://blog.leadershipfortwayne.org/?p=354

