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Briargate Townhomes Newsletter Jun 2011

Community News
Replacement of carports destroyed by Hurricane Ike has been started and will continue until completed.

The majority of lighting fixtures that needed repair have been done and replacement of fences is underway.
Pothole repairs have been completed.  Installation and replacement of speed bumps has been scheduled and should begin soon.  A larger community bulletin board will be installed in front of the clubhouse.
Pools are regularly maintained but we are experiencing problems with destruction of pool equipment.  

Residents are asked to report abuse and misuse of our pools and equipment to Security.
Reminders
Homeowner Meeting

Thursday, June 30th will be the last of the monthly homeowner meetings at 6:30 pm in the Clubhouse.  The next scheduled meeting of homeowners will be the Annual Meeting.  Date to be announced later.  Each committee should continue to meet on a monthly basis and provide a written monthly progress report to the Board Secretary. 
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F  I  R  E      H  A  Z  A  R  D 
Extreme Drought Conditions!  Water foundations to avoid cracks.  Use extreme caution with cigarettes, grills and  flammables.  Fireworks are illegal in City of Houston and Fort Bend County.   Conserve Water!
If you have time to whine and complain about something then you have time to do something about it.                                       Quote by Anthony J. D'Angelo
The following committees need volunteers to support their efforts on behalf of our community.  Please contact Creative Management or sign up at the next scheduled meeting.
Block Captain – coordinate block meetings; provide information on issues to Committees and Residents.
Communication - help publish the monthly newsletter and website.

.
Citizen Patrol (HPD Sponsored)
Volunteers for Community Crime Watch Program. You must be a Resident, at least 18 years old, have a valid driver’s license and able to pass

a detailed background check.  
Event Committee - organize and host events and activities for all ages.  
Important Numbers
Briargate Security
          




281-437-5050

Creative Management


















713-772-4420

                      Website















CMCTX.COM
Jet Towing                        713-995-9540   

City of Houston Assistance             311

Ft. Bend Co. Sheriff              (Tip Line)







                
           281-342-8477 or 4704

Ft. Bend Co. Narcotics Activity www.co.fort-bend.tx.us/
HPD Gang Tip Line       





713-247-4264
HPD (Non Emergency) 










713-884-3131
HPD (NO-DOPE Line)





  713-466-3673

City of Houston Police


      E-mail TIPS@City of Houston.net  

Section 8 Fraud 


          713-260-0724

Summer Programs for Youth
FREE TENNIS LESSONS are offered year round for youth and teens by Zina Garrison Tennis Academy at Lee LeClear Tennis Center located at 9506 South Gessner.  Program starts June 13th.  Call 713-857-3167 or visit website at www.zinagarrison.org.

City of Houston Summer Youth Programs for Ages 6 – 13

Phone (832) 395-7270
The Summer Enrichment Program is a summer day-camp-style enrichment camp that offers a wide range of recreational activities including arts and crafts, sports games, field trips, entertainment, special events, and water fun. The 10-week program is offered from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday from June through August. The Summer Enrichment Program is offered at community centers across the city. The cost for the program is $30 a week per child or $300 for the entire summer session. For more information call (832) 395-7292, (832) 395-7294, (832) 395-7296.

Teen Recreation Programs     Phone (832) 395-7270 or 7131

The Teen Recreation Program offers a variety of programs for the teen population in community centers throughout the City to meet their cultural, educational and recreational needs. Year-round programs are coordinated through the Teen Program section to provide monthly awareness activities, motivational speakers, essay competitions, talent exhibitions, teen camps, cultural exhibitions, special events and college tours.
Check with local churches or YMCA for summer youth programs. 
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Congratulations Graduate!

You’re happy and everyone is excited about your achievement.  You have reached an important milestone in your life.  You are ending one chapter and beginning another one.  
You’ve learned a lot but there is still so much more to discover about life which will require wisdom in addition to knowledge.

Words of Wisdom are priceless gems that are more valuable than money, gold or diamonds.  You’ve probably received some from your parents, elders, teachers or friends. 
Here are a few more to add to your collection.
___________________
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.                  
Proverbs 1:7                        
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in your own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.                      Proverbs 3:5-7                          

The heart of a fool is in his mouth, but the mouth of a wise man is in his heart.                   Benjamin Franklin                              

Failure to prepare is preparing to fail.








  John Wooden           

Instead of counting your days, make your days count. 












Author Unknown
Give your best in all that you do; because it will return to you.     



























































































































Author Unknown

Try not to become a man of success but rather try to become a man of value.                     Albert Einstein
The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength or knowledge, but rather a lack of will.              Vince Lombardi
Ability may get you to the top, but it takes character to keep you there. 

                           
John Wooden                                                                                      
The quality of an individual is reflected in the standards they set for themselves.                Ray Kroc
Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give him power.

                             Abraham Lincoln
You can’t hold a man down without staying down with him.  
                     Booker T. Washington                                                                                     
In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.            Albert Einstein

Do not let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.

                            John Wooden                                              
I have learned that success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life, as by the obstacles which one has overcome while trying to succeed.      

Booker T. Washington                                                      
Perseverance is what happens when you go through a storm with the understanding that storms don’t last forever.          Christopher S. Esty
Don’t think of failure as an end, but as one step closer to success. For by failing you now know where not to step next. That’s called progress. 

                     Christopher S. Esty

It’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference. 

        Tom Brokaw

The price of greatness is responsibility.    
                      Winston Churchill

I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands.  You need to be able to throw something back.  

                             Maya Angelou

God doesn’t give success to enable people to live large, but to equip them to give largely. Remember the poor and needy.         Christopher S. Esty
And in the end, through the long ages of our quest for light, it will be found that truth is still mightier than the sword.                Douglas MacArthur

Freedom Requires Responsibility
As a citizen of the United States, we have many rights that citizens of other countries do not have.  Our basic rights include the privilege of freedom of expression, worship as we please, travel without restriction, access to information published by a free press, the right to vote for our leaders and to run for political office.

These basic rights along with other privileges like public schools for our children, assistance with housing, food or medical care are taken for granted as a birthright.

Along with these rights however, we have responsibilities as a citizen.  We must obey all laws, pay taxes, serve as a juror if called, defend the constitution and all males must register for military service to help defend our country if needed.

All citizens are also expected to be respectful of others rights, beliefs and opinions, educated and informed, self supporting and active in their community.
As a resident of Briargate Townhomes, you also have rights and responsibilities.  You have the right to enjoy the privilege of living in a Private Gated Community with Deed Restrictions and Amenities which include Security Officers to prevent public access, solicitation and trespassing, regular trash removal, lawn care and pool maintenance.   

Your primary responsibilities as a resident of our community are to be informed of our Deed Restrictions and Rules, to obey these rules and be mindful of other resident’s rights. 
We also expect our residents to be considerate, respectful, responsible and willing to volunteer their time and resources to help make our community a great place for our residents to live in and enjoy.
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We may have differences like age, marital status, employment, height, ethnic background, etc.  However, we all have one thing in common; a home in Briargate Townhomes.

Everybody wants the same thing, but not all of us are willing to do what we could or should do.  A lot of us talk about our problems, some of us are part of the problem and only a few are willing to do something about our problems.

Some residents ignore our deed restrictions and rules, disrespect the rights of other residents and act irresponsibly without any concern or regard for the community in general. 
Article  8, Section 3 of our Deed Restrictions states  “…nor shall any owner’s or resident’s use of a lot endanger the health or disturb the reasonable enjoyment of any other owner or resident”.

It remains a mystery as to why some people move into a decent community, mess it up and then complain about it being a dump!  It shouldn’t matter whether you own or  lease; it is your home. 
We are supposed to care for and protect our homes because our most cherished live here. Why would anyone want to destroy his own home?  
If we want things to improve, we have to remember that the first letter in the word IMPROVE is an “I”. Instead of blaming others, we need to determine if we are part of the problem and what we can do to prevent or solve the problem.  

You may not have to do anything other than to STOP BREAKING THE RULES! 
Rules are needed so that everyone knows what is expected of them and  are for the benefit of everyone.
BTHAI Deed Restrictions and Rules are enforced to:
Increase the safety and general welfare of those in our community.

· Improve the appearance, tranquility and property value of homes located in our community.

· Encourage pride of ownership and residency in the community.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Homeowners and Leasing Agents have a legal responsibility to provide Buyers and Tenants with a copy of BTHAI Governing Documents.  

Contact the Landlord, Seller or Creative Management if you did not receive these documents upon purchase or signing of a lease.  

BTHAI will enforce its right to evict a tenant deemed to be a nuisance in violation of its Deed Restrictions or Rules.  BTHAI will issue a fine and/or file a legal suit against the homeowner for allowing or permitting a nuisance or violation.   

Violations should be reported to Creative Management. Forms are available at the BTHAI Security Office for this purpose.

W A R N I N G !
Failure of the Homeowner and/or Tenant to correct violations will result in being fined by the Homeowner Association.  

In some cases, the City of Houston Attorney will assist BTHAI with the enforcement of Deed Restrictions.

The possibility exists that you may be evicted, sued or have your property confiscated. 
A few of the most often violated Deed Restrictions and Rules are listed below for your information.
Animals
Pets in our community are limited to two lap size animals and must be tagged with owners address and proof of vaccination. 
Pets must be leashed at all times when not confined to owner’s patio or home. Chaining animals under the carport is not allowed.  Animals are expressly prohibited from entering pool areas.     
Owner is responsible for the immediate removal and sanitary disposal of animal feces from common areas or owners patio.  
Business Activity 
Business activities or sales of any kind are not permitted. This includes (but is not limited to) Garage and Moving Sales, activity for which a license is required such as cutting or styling hair, food products, etc.

Carports & Patios

Homeowner is responsible for keeping carport and patio area clean and neat.  Stacking or storage of unused personal items including but not limited to appliances, furniture, lumber and household cleaning items that are an eyesore are prohibited.

Chairs, tables, plants, grills, trash receptacles or any item obstructing drives or walkways outside the townhome unit is prohibited.
Decorative items such as plants are exempt provided that are properly maintained and do not pose damage to the property.

No temporary structure such as trailers, shacks, garages, etc. shall be placed on the property. 

Common Areas 
Personal use of common areas is prohibited (grills, canopies, chairs, tables, loitering, parties, picnics, bikes, skates, ball games, pets, etc.)

Fences

Use of fences to hang laundry, mops, rags, rugs and other items is expressly prohibited.  Drying clothes must be screened so as not to be seen from neighboring townhome or street.

Parking and Towing
All vehicles entering the Visitor Lane will be stopped for registration by the Security Guard.  A Parking Sticker is not evidence of residency.  Residents are encouraged to purchase a Gate Card and use the Resident Lane for entry and exit from the community to avoid being stopped for registration.   

Parking by the Front Entrance, Exit or End Gate Areas is prohibited for Emergency and Security Reasons. Drivers are subject to being fined and/or having their vehicle towed.  

Vehicles are not allowed to block or park in Front Entrance or Exit Gate areas to pick up or drop off passengers.  

Cars parked on the grass, in common areas, blocking drives, along fences, in alleys, no parking zones and those that are inoperable are subject to fines and/or being towed. 

Pools

Pool Parties are not allowed.  Pool use is restricted to two guests per townhome.  Management has the right to restrict use of the pool and pool areas.
All guests and minors must be accompanied by an adult resident when in a pool area.  

Signs
No flyers or advertising signs are permitted except for a 16” x 24” For Rent or For Sale sign displayed inside the window.  
All other flyers or signs will be removed without notice.  Certain notices can be published (with Board approval) in Community Newsletter.

Trash
Trash and garbage must be placed inside (not beside or outside) the designated bin provided for the unit. 

Heavy Trash Day is every Wednesday.  Items should be placed at the end of your carport for removal.  Do not place items outside your carport in the street, along fences or on the grass.  

Dumping of disposed personal items, furniture, construction debris, etc. is not allowed.

Homeowners or their contractors are responsible for the removal of old carpets, tile, cabinets and other debris.  If items are not removed by homeowner or contractor, hauling will be at homeowner’s expense.

Windows

Window coverings must be uniform with either a white, beige or light brown color facing the exterior. No aluminum foil, blankets, newspapers, sheets or other unsightly coverings are permitted.  
Installation of window air conditioning units is expressly prohibited per Deed Restrictions.  

Youth 

Parents are personally responsible for the supervision of their children at all times in the community. Parents are liable for their child’s misconduct. 
Bicycles, tricycles, skates, skateboards, tennis balls, footballs, soccer balls, volleyballs, softballs, baseballs, hard rubber balls or motorized vehicles are not allowed on walkways, alleys or common areas (this includes the grass).
Non-resident youth must be registered at the Security Gate by an adult resident in person.

Any child or teenager involved in an act of vandalism refusing to divulge their name and address will be turned over to the juvenile authorities of the Houston Police Department.

