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Identity Theft Tips


Decatur Police Department





Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personally identifying information, like your name, Social Security number, or credit card number, without your permission, to commit fraud or other crimes.


How do thieves steal an identity?


Identity theft starts with the misuse of your personally identifying information such as your name and Social Security number, credit card numbers, or other financial account information.


Skilled identity thieves may use a variety of methods to get hold of your information. 


Dumpster Diving. They rummage through trash looking for bills or other paper with your personal information on it.


Skimming. They steal credit/debit card numbers by using a special storage device when processing your card.


Phishing. They pretend to be financial institutions or companies and send spam or pop-up messages to get you to reveal your personal information.


Changing Your Address. They divert your billing statements to another location by completing a change of address form.


Old-Fashioned Stealing. They steal wallets and purses; mail, including bank and credit card statements; pre-approved credit offers; and new checks or tax information. They steal personnel records, or bribe employees who have access.


Pretexting. They use false pretenses to obtain your personal information from financial institutions, telephone companies, and other sources. For more information about pretexting, go to www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/pretexting.html.


What are the signs of identity theft?


Accounts you didn't open and debts on your accounts that you can't explain.


Fraudulent or inaccurate information on your credit reports, including accounts and personal information, like your Social Security number, address(es), name or initials, and employers.


Failing to receive bills or other mail. Follow up with creditors if your bills don't arrive on time. A missing bill could mean an identity thief has taken over your account and changed your billing address to cover his tracks.


Receiving credit cards that you didn't apply for.


Being denied credit, or being offered less favorable credit terms, like a high interest rate, for no apparent reason.


Getting calls or letters from debt collectors or businesses about merchandise or services you didn't buy.


Continued in February 2011 Issue








Decatur City Council Election	


February primary to be held for Candidates to serve Adam Brown’s remaining term. General Election to be held in April





A total of six people have filed to run for the two-year Decatur City Council seat vacated


as a result of the November election of former council member Adam Brown to the Illinois House of Representatives.


A primary narrowing the list of candidates from six to four will be held in February if more than four persons who filed to run for the post remain in the race. The list of candidates who filed by the


December 23 deadline includes:


Reginald V. Anderson


Francis Edward Bland Jr.


James “Jamie” Duies


Robert D. Lewis


Pat McDaniel


James Thomas Taylor


Mr. Jamie Duies was recently appointed to serve the vacancy of Adam Brown until the municipal election in April. 


Five Decatur City Council seats – the aforementioned two year seat, three four-year terms and the position of mayor – will be up for election in April. Mayor Mike McElroy was the only individual to file to run for mayor and will be unopposed in the race while the seven residents listed below filed to run for


the three four-year seats and will be placed on the ballot in the order listed:


Patrick Laegeler


Matthew Jackson


Delane J. Chapman


Andrew R. Weatherford


Dana Ray


Paul W. “Doc” Conlin II


Larry W. Foster


Patrick Laegeler, Dana Ray, and Larry Foster are currently serving as City Council members.











Police Chief Retires


James Anderson ends thirty years of service, five as Chief of Police





A career policeman leaves his post on January 19, completing his service where he aspired to be thirty years ago.


When Jim Anderson began working for Decatur as a patrolman on January 5, 1981, he informed his interview panel prior to hiring that one day he would like to be Police Chief.  That happened in 2006.  Deputy Chief Todd Walker begins his service as interim Chief on January 20.


Unlike County sheriff, the city Police chief is hired by the Decatur city manager, not by general or special election. Mayoral or City Council approval is not necessary for hiring a new city Police chief.





Did You Know?


Clokey Park Neighborhood Association collects aluminum cans for fundraising! Drop off your cans (or those from our streets) on the porch at 1953 E Prairie. Another six pounds of cans were recently collected and cashed for $1.80!





Continued on page 2
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The Clokey Park Neighbor is the monthly newsletter of the Clokey Park Neighborhood Association.  The Clokey Park Neighborhood Association’s boundaries are Jasper Street on �
the west, East Eldorado Street on the north, 22nd Street on the east, and East Wood Street on the south.  Membership is open to all residents and businesses of the neighborhood, as well as those who support efforts within the neighborhood.


Suggestions, Comments, may be sent to The Clokey Park Neighbor c/o Jason A. Butterick 1953 E Prairie St, Decatur, IL 62521








Crime Reports


Source: Crimereports.com, December 21, 2010-January 15, 2011





TRAFFIC	


	Without License/Registration			1	


	DUI										3


THEFT			


Over $300


Over $10,000 & Motor Vehicle		1				


							


OTHER


	Weapons									1				Obstructing Justice						1


	Domestic Battery						3


	Involuntary Admission					1		


Death										1			Domestic Violence						2


Injured Person							1					


ASSAULT


	Aggravated battery of Officer			1										


BURGLARY


	Residential								4		


	Other										1		





Total Number of Crimes					21															
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Purpose of Clokey Park Neighborhood Association


to improve the quality of life, proactively address juvenile delinquency, support revitalization and stabilization efforts, and effectively network as residents and neighbors for a better neighborhood.


Calendar of Events


Monthly Neighborhood Meeting


Monday, January 24, 2011


7 pm


Prairie Avenue Christian Church (2201 E Prairie) Use parking lot entrance





Monthly Neighborhood Meeting


Monday, February 22, 2011


7 pm


Prairie Avenue Christian Church (2201 E Prairie) Use parking lot entrance





Monthly Neighborhood Meeting


Monday, March 22, 2011


7 pm


Prairie Avenue Christian Church (2201 E Prairie) Use parking lot entrance

















Connect with Your Neighbors On-Line


Clokey Park Neighborhood Association is on the Internet!


Keep up on your neighborhood with the click of the mouse.


The Clokey Park Neighborhood Association launched its own website through the neighborhoodlink.com website.


You can check housing values, discuss recent events, and find valuable informational links to local companies and government websites. A calendar of events is also posted.


Check out our website at www.neighborhoodlink.com/Clokey_Park/home


Sign up as a Clokey Park Neighbor today!(








REMINDER





This Month's Meeting


Monday, January 24, 2011


7 pm


Prairie Avenue Christian Church


2201 E Prairie


Use parking lot entrance
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