Make a Difference in Our Community!  

Become a host family for a foreign exchange student.

Imagine…

…Sharing the beauty, history and culture of America with an inquisitive, teenage foreign exchange student from Russia, Vietnam, Brazil, Germany, Korea, Spain, or one of 60 other countries.

…Exploring your differences, discovering surprising similarities, and teaching your new host son or daughter about your American values and beliefs.
CCI invites you and your family to experience the enriching and rewarding experience of becoming a volunteer host family! Now more than ever, your family can make a difference by hosting an exchange student. You will make the lifelong dream of an international student come true and contribute in a significant way to global peace and understanding.
Provide an Experience of a Lifetime!

Each year, CCI provides more than 1,000 exchange students the rare opportunity to study in the U.S. for a five-month semester or a 10-month Academic High School Year and host families are essential for a successful experience. Located in every state, volunteer host families provide these young ambassadors a wide range of landscapes, climates, activities, and lifestyles… from a farm in rural Iowa to a suburb of Seattle…from the coastline of Maine to the heart of Texas… all unique and truly “American” experiences. CCI host families are also flexible and open-minded, come in all sizes and represent the diversity of American culture. Our families are of varied economic, religious and racial backgrounds and include:

• Working parents

• Empty-nesters

• Couples without children

• Single parents and singles

What would be expected of me and my family?

The health and safety of each student is our highest priority and so we ask our host families to abide by regulations of the U.S. Department of State and policies outlined by CCI and the Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET), as well as, provide:

• Open communication, encouragement, patience and sound advice

• A separate bed, which can be in a shared room, and a quiet place to study

• Three daily meals

• Local transportation (students are not permitted to drive while on the program)

• Treatment as a member of the family, which may include household rules, responsibilities and privileges.

Host families are also eligible to receive a modest tax deduction for hosting.
For more information, call Laura Reed at 480-415-3409 or email LauraJReed@gmail.com

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

CCI’s Academic Year Program brings international high school students, ages 15–18 ½, to the U.S. to attend a local school and to live with host families for a school semester or school year. The program provides students medical and accidental insurance and encourages participation in school-sponsored activities, community service, and environmental programs. CCI also provides regular communication and support to both host families and students.

Visit www.cci-exchange.org to learn more!

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS?

Students are eager to experience life in the U.S., have good English skills, and bring their own spending money. They are also expected to be a responsible and caring member of the family and to share his/her culture and customs with hosts and community. They attend school regularly and commit to showing a consistent effort to obtain satisfactory grades and adapt to their new life.

CCI: The Greenheart of Cultural ExchangeEstablished in 1985, the Center for

Cultural Interchange (CCI) is a non-profit international education exchange organization dedicated to the promotion of cultural understanding, academic development, environmental consciousness and world peace. Greenheart is CCI’s environmental and social initiative. CCI is designated by the United States Department of State as a J-1 Exchange Visitor Program Sponsor for the Secondary School, Intern and Trainee, and Summer Work/Travel programs. CCI is currently granted full listing by the Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET). We are also a member of the World Youth Student and Educational Travel Confederation (WYSTC), NAFSA: Association of International Educators, WYSE: Work Abroad Association, and The Alliance for International Educational and Cultural Exchange.

